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FOREWORD

Natana Kasinathan has grown and  gained
experience with, the State Department of Archaeology
he now heads as the Director. This is a collection of
ten articles of his on varied aspects of Tamil history
and culture. Three papers (items 2, 8 and 9) present
the interesting results of archaeological excavations
and finds at Alangulam and off-shore exploration at
Poompuhar. They confirm the Roman contact with
the South eastern coast of Tamil Nadu.

Two are interesting copper plates, one belonging to
the reign of Rajendra Cola-I from Esalam, and four
others of a much later date.

The form confirms to the pattern of Chola copper
plates but in its grant-content as conveyed by the
Nattar the plates raise a few important aspects which
will merit further investigation,

The remaining five deal with preservation of Sculp-
tures and idols, child birth, and the temples for Sun
God and the historical vestiges of Nagai Quaid-e-Milleth
District and the ccncept of Sakti. These bring out
additional information on the aspects touched. Thcy
also stretch the area of investigation to Tamil literature
and temple building and oceanography.

Natana Kasinathan has drawn from a wide variety
of historical source-material, archaeological remains,
inscriptions and literature besides agamas and other
works on rituals. I commend this volume with
pleasure to scholars who will find them to be stimula-
ting. It will be of great interest to those working on
the themes touched upon in these papers.

R. TIRUMALAI



PREFACE

This work is a collection of articles written by me on
different occasions. All of them were presented in seminars
held in various places under the auspices of different
organisations except the first. I thank these organisations
for the permisson granted to me ‘to publish these articles
in‘this book. ‘The first article is a new one written recently
while ‘the Test have been contributed in the following
seminars. '

1) Two Roman coins from Second Annual Conference

Alagankulam Excavation  of South Indian numismatics
' held at Thiruvananthapuram

2) Preservation-of sculptures  Seminar ‘on :conservation -of

in Ancient Tamilnadu - Archaeological -objects, held
at Lucknow, U.P.
3) Child birth in Ancient Congress of maternity
‘Tamilnadu Doctors held at Madras

4) Temple for the Sun God Seminar of Temples held at
Sanskrit College, Madras

5) Historical remains in the = Seminar on Nagai Quaid-e-
Nagai Quaid-e-Millath Millath District, held at
Dlstnct - Poraiyar

6) The concept of Sakthi Paper prepared for presenta-
Cult in Tamilnadu tion in the seminar of Sakthi

to be held at Madurai
Kamaraj University, Madarai.

7) Alagunkuam, an anment Fourth Indian Conference of
Seaport ’ "~ Marine Archaeology of
P ‘ Indian Ocean Countries
held at Visakhapatnam



vi

8) Off shore exploration at Workshop on Marine

Pumpuhar Archaeology held at
Tiruvananthapuram.
9) Four Copper Plates of XX Annual Congress of the
Tenkasi _ Epigraphical Society of

India, held at Bangalore

All the above articles try to throw some fresh hght on
Tamil Culture. This book is one of our publlcatlons in
view of the VIII International Conference-Seminar. of Tam11
Studies. - We hope that it would be highly welcomud by the
scholars, as well as commeners for understanding atleast a
little part of the vast cultural heritage of Tamils.

I owe my gratitude to the Honourable Chief Minister
of Tamilnadu, Puratchitalaivi, Dr. J. Jayalalitha, Honourable
Education  Minister,  Thiru. K. Ponnusamy, M.Sc., B.L.
Thiru S. P. Elangovan, I.A.S, Secretary, Tamil Development-
culture Department; Thiru Irai Anbu, I.A.S. Special officer for
Tamil Conference for having given their consent to release
this book as one of the Publications on the accasion of the VIII
International Conference - Seminar of Tamil Studies. I am
thankful to Dr. P. Shanmugam, Reader, Department of Ancient
History and Archaeology, University of Madras for
having gone through the articles in manuscript form,
Thirumathi Dr. N. Marxia Gandhi, Assistant Superintending
Epigraphist for the check of the texts of Tenkasi copper
plates; Thirumathi R. Vasantha Kalyani, Epigraphist, for
having assisted me in deciphering the Esalam copper plates
of Rajendra Chola and in checking the foot notes of the
articles. My thanks are due to the staff of the
printing section, especially = Thiru A. Aranganathan and
Thiru M. Srinivasan Foremen for the neat printing in short
notice.

NATANA. KASINATHAN
Director of Archaeology
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ESALAM COPPER PLATES OF
RAJENDRA CHOLA -1

The set of copper-plates, accidentally unearthed in
the year 1987 from the premises of the Siva temple,
Esilam, a small village in Villupuram Ramasamy
Padayatchiyar District and brought to the notice of
Tamilnadu State Department of Archaeology, belongs
to Rajéndra Chola I of Chola dynasty.

It consists of 15 plates measuring to 34 cm length
and 16'5 cm breadth. The royal seal is found embossed
and soldered with a big ring which runs through all the
plates. The seal bears the figures of tiger, two fishes,
bow, boar and the chamaras, umbrella, swastika and
chakra. The chakra is believed to be representing the
king’s indepernidént sovereign authority over a vast
empire (Chakravarthi).?

The legend found in Sanskrit language and in
grantha character, written on the periphery of the seal
is as follows:

“Rajad-rajanya-makuta-$réni-ratnésu $asanam,
Etad Rajéndra Cholasya Parakésarivarmanah”

As usual this set also has two parts, the first part
being written in Sanskrit language and in Grantha
characters, the second part is in Tamil language and in
Tamil script. The Sanskrit portion is written on four
plates while the Tamil portion is engraved on the rest

1. Dr. R. Nagaswamy, Bulletin DE I’Ecole Francaise, Tome LXXVI, p. 13



2 COLLECTED PAPERS...

of the plates. All the plates are written on both sides.
The Sanskrit portion of this charter delineats the
pedigree of Rajéndra Chola, the establishment of the
Ramésvara temple at Eidar by the preceptor Sarvasiva
and the endowment made to it by the emperor. At the
end of this part the names of the composer and the
engraver are given. The Tamil portion has 345 lines
which narrate the circumstances which caused the king
to make this endowment while he was at Kanchipuram
and the details of the donated lands.

The format of 'the Tamil portion is exactly similar
to Karanthai copper plates® of the same king, Rajéndra
Chola'l.. The Tamil portion begins with the same title
“Korerinmaikondan” and describes the gift made by the
king on the tenth day of his twenty fourth regnal year to
Nattars, Brahmad@yakkilavars and to the villages and
towns which possess the lands of Dévadanam, Pallic-
chandam, Kanimurrittu, Vettapéru®, and Salabhogam

The king made this endowment while he was
taking bath in the palace of Kanchipuram, a town in
Jayamkondacholamandalam. Having measured the lands
of Jananathacharuppédimangalam of Vavalirnadu and
Sri  Rajarajaccharuppédimangalam, a Taniyiar of
Panaiyar Nadu, it was found that the lands of Nannadu
and Erappikkam were 90 Nilam and Mukkalé Miniu
ma Mikkani Araikkani Muntirikaikkil Nalu makanikkil
araiyé nalu ma Kani araikkani after having deducted the
lands of drinking v&ater tank and its bund, stream vadl

2. XK. G. Knshnan Karantha1 Tamll Sangam Plates of Rajendra Chola I,
Memoirs of the Archaeo]oglcal Survey of India No 79, New Delh1 1984.

3. May be taken as Vettapperu the endowment made for performmg
Velvi 'i.e. Yajna .



ESALAM COPPER PLATES 3

and channels, small river that irrigatés the lake of
Jananadaccharuppédimangalam and  Manimuttaru,
Miadevar temple and its surroundings, its gardens,
Pidari (Durga) temple and its surroundings, Ayyanar
(Sasta) temple and its surroundings, garden of Ramis-
varam temple, Kammanaccéri, Paraiccéri, waste land of
cattle grazing, marshy and salty land etc.

The king gave the oral order stating that the total
dues of 3400 kalams of paddy levied from Nannadu and
Erappakkam alias Vikramacholanallit as permanent
land tax from 15th regnal year of the king have been
gifted as dévadana for daily offerings to the God of
Tiruviramisvaram temple, a stone temple, built by
Sarvasiva Pandithar, at Eithar a hamlet of Rajarajac-
charuppédimangalam, tamyur a self governed Vlllage
of Panalyur Nadu. ~

After having completed the usual procedures, the
king’s oral order (fittu) became the royal order
( Tirumukam) with the endorsement of all the concerned
officers such as Olaieludum, Olai Nayagam, Naduviruk-
kum, Karumamarayum, Puravuvarittinaikkalam, Puravu
varit tinaikalattuk kankani, Varippottakam, Mukavetti,
Varippottakakkanakku, Pattdlai etc., in the 76th day of
24th regnal year. Then the king seems to have ordered
his revenue officials to demarcate the gifted lands by
making round the she elephant and by implanting
boundary stones and milk bushes.

Fmal]y on the 55th day of the regnal year 25th, the
gift document (Vivasthai) was written demarcating the
boundaries of the gifted land in detail. Other details
regarding irrigation and cultivation of those lands and
the ban on certain practlces are also given.
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The description of the lands and the places that are
located within four boundaries of the gifted area is
very interesting since it is more or less similar to the
description found in Karanthai copper plates.

One important point that could be made understood
from this charter is that the execution of a royal
endowment seems to have passed through four stages.
First stagewas the king’s oral order, the second stage
followed with the official procedure of drafting,
checking, entering into the revenue records and the
endorsement of the officers. The third stage was. the
issue of Tirumukam-written royal order-affixed with
royal seal through an official to the gifted village where
the official order was received with full honour by
Nattras by bowmg their heads.

The fourth and final stage was the issue of Araidlai,
boundary document prepared by the Nattars with the
help of the revenue officials to the donee who was to
enjoy the gifted land. In this case the donee was
Thiruvirami$varam Temple of Eithar which is known as
Esilam at present. In the Araidlai i.e. the boundary
document it is found that all the important officials,
the nattars and other villagers signed their signatures as
witnesses. .

In this instance the oral order, issued in the I5th
regnal year of the king, seems to have taken ten more
years to get it issued as written order since it had been
issued in the 25th regnal year after having followed the
usual government procedures,

The text of the tamil portion is as follows*

4. 1 am thankful to Tmt. B. Vasdnthakalyani, Epigraphist for havipg helped
me in deciphering those plates.
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TWO ROMAN COINS FROM
ALAGANKULAM EXCAVATION

Roman coins from Republican times (2nd century
C.) to Zeno period, have been found in Kerala! in con-
siderable numbers. The Iyyal hoard and the Kottayam
hoard of Roman coins threw valuable light on the trade
contacts that prevailed in those days. The important
role played by the ports of Tondi and Muziri on the
western coast is attested to by the obove discoveries. In
Tamilnadu also we get Roman coins from Republican
period.? These were found mostly in Coimbatore District
since the western traders are said to have landed on the
western coast and passed through the Palghat pass into
Tamil Nadu. Coins of Augustus were discovered at
Vellalur, Pollachi (Coimbatore District) and Karur
(Tlruchlrapalh District).  First d1scovery of Roman
coins seems to have been made in the year 1806.
Thenceforth a number of coins of other Roman
Emperors were discovered.?

The reason for the cccurrence of thesc coins is
obvious since we have number of references in the
literature mentioning the overseas trade existed between
South India and Rome. Pepper and Muslin were the
predominent articles that were purchased by the Romans
from South India. Hence, pepper was called yavanapriya
Likewise pottery, glassware, lamps gold ard wine were
the favourite thmgs obtained by the Tamils from

Romans.*

At one stage the Romans had to lamept for t}}e
continuous drainage of. their gold to Tamilnadu in
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exchange for their merchandise. Thus the trade relation
was strongly established and continued between the two
countries.

It is also said that on an average one ship a day left
Egyptian ports to the east. Hence it has become neces-
sary for them to establish trading stations in Tamilnadu
such as Arikamedu near Pondicherry and Kaverippum-
pattinam. The discovery of imported Roman wine
amphora jars at Vasavasamudram in Chengai-Anna
District-also points to the coastal contacts. Karur and
Kodumanal also seem to have been frequently visited by
Roman traders.

Recent discoveries at Alagankulam (Ramanatha
puram District, Tamil Nadu) unmistakably show that
there existed another Roman trading centre. Alagan-
kulam situated at the mouth of the river Vaigai, is
located on the eastern coast, near Ramanathapuram
town which is in Madurai-Rameswaram Railway line.
In the first season of the excavation conducted there, a
copper coin of Roman Emperor Valentine II° (383-395
A.D.) was discovered.

It was minted from the mint of Antioh. Other
details of the coin are as follows.®

Metal : Copper, Shape: round; Weight: 1.720 gms.

Obverse: Head of the king with legend
) DN VALENTINIANYVS PF AVG

Reverse : Constantinopolis, helmeted, standing, head
turning left, holding scepter in left hand
and holding victory in right hand; the
legend reads CONCORDIAVGGG (the
concord of the 3 Augusti)
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In the second season of the excavation at Alagan-
kulam another Roman copper coin belonging to the
period of Arcadius (395 A.D. -408 A.D.) was unearthed.
The description of the coin is as follows:?

Metal : Copper; Shape: round; Weight: 1.236 gms,

Obverse : Head of the king with legend
(DNA)RCADIVS

Reverse :  Corroded; victory advancing left, holding
trophy over shoulder in the right hand and
dragging captive with left; type,

From the occurence of these coins one peint is now
clear. Though the trade started on the western coast in
the 2nd century B.C., it seems to have extended its trade
horizon to the eastern coast gradually in later centurijes.®
This may be due to the increasing desire of the Romans
to purchase pearls and shell products.®

1. Gupta, P. L, The Early Coins from Kerala, Reprint, 1988.

2. Discovercd by the Krishnagiri History Research Centre, and
in the collection of I. Mahadevan.

3. See for the details of discoveries, Raman, K. V., ‘Roman
Coins from Tamil Nadu® in Studies in South Indian Coins,
Vol. 2, Narasimha Murthy, A. V., {cd.), pp. 19-34.

4. Ahananuru, 149.

5. These were discovered by the archaeologists of the Depatts
ment of Archaeology; one such coin of Valentine is
mentioned in Elliots, Coin of South India. The provenance
of that coin is not known.
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" Burke, Guido, Die Spatromische Kupferpragung, p. 6.

Ibid., p. 61.

However we have ample evidence of Roman trade in Karur
and Madurai. See R. Krlshnamurthy, “Late Roman Copper
Coins ‘from South India. :

I received -ample hlep from Mr. Abdul Majeed, Deputy
Superintending Archaeologist, Mr. D. Tulasiraman, Curatof

and Mrs. S. Vasanthi, Archaeologist, in preparing ths
article. I am thankful to all the above scholars.

e



PRESERVATION OF SCULPTURES IN
:ANCIENT TAMILNADU

It is generally believed that idol worship ‘in temples
was prevalent in Tamilnadu from second .century B.C.
Sangam literature of the pre and the Post Christian era
refer to images and temples. The deities like Mayon.
Mukkannan, Murugan and Korravai are mentioned and
temples such as Kottam, Koyil, Palli are referred to.
From the sixth century onwards more number of deities
are referred to in literature. The different forms such
as anugraha and samhara of Siva and the different incar-
nations of Vishnu are found mentioned in the Bhakti
literature sung by Saiva and Vaishnava Saints.

It is evident that even small villages possess temples.
Big cities like Kanchi, Tanjore and Madurai are
clustered with many temples. According to an account
of Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowment Board
there are about 35,000 temples that are under worship
in the state of Tamilnadu. There also exists consider-
able number of temples that are left uncared for and are
in various stages of destruction.

Temples were built not only by the ruling monarchs
but also by the queens, generals, officers and individuals.
They also provided for regular Poojas and maintenance.
Individuals had evinced lot of interest in keeping the
temples alive and preserving them in good condition.
The epigraphs provide some information about their
involvement in the preservation of temples, sculptures
and bronzes.
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The preservation of sculptures start with installa-
tion. For, properly installed idol will remain in its
place for a longer time. At the time of installation of an
idol, a paste is prepared by mixing eight important
ingredients known as ashtabandanam. It contained the
following :

I. Gum (Tiruvattappicin) 5. Kavi of brick

2. Cat’s eye Kungiliyam 6. Sangavaram (gum)
3. Kungiliyam 7. Gingili Oil and
4. Sugar 8. Ghee

Sufficient amount of this paste was used to fix the idol
on a pedestal.

The material of idols is another important factor
which naturally gives a long life. If they are made of
hard granite stones, it will last long, since it will
withstand the natural calamities The site on which
temple stands was also another significant feature. The
selection of a site for the construction of a temple is
detailed in Agamas and Silpa sastras.

It seems that every big temple had its own Silpi for
the timely maintenance of the temple and replacement
of sculptures if they were damaged. For meeting the
expenses incurred on the maintenance of the temples,
funds were allotted. In one instance, a portion of the
levies collected from the brides party in marriage was
provided. In some cases, the individuals who had
cendowed some offerings of the daily Pooja and applying
oil and sandal paste for Tirumanjanam had also
provided for Tiruppani i.e. for repair work of the
temple. In some cases, the supervisors to inspect the
repair works had also been appointed.
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To protect the icons it appears that they had taken
special care. Everyday the deity was washed with pure
water. Some kings and the officials have instituted
special sandhis on the day of their natal stars for
bathing the God by pouring water from 108 Kalasams
(water pot) or 1000 kalasams (Sahasra kalasam). With
this the deities were bathed in different medicinal and
other sclutions. The materials used for these abhishe-
kams include: oil, milk, curd, honey, tender coconut,
sandal and rose water. Sometimes they used Pancha-
kavyam i.e. the mixture of milk, curd, ghee, gomutram,
(cow’s urine) and gomiyam (cow dung). After having
bathed, they applied a paste (kalabam) prepared by a
mixture of sandal powder, musk (kasturi), camphor
(karpuram) and saffron (kunkumam). Perhaps these
materials have some medicinal qualities. If these
materials are analysed in laboratories we may get some
good clues for the proper preservation of metal as well
as stone icons.

It appears that the above method was formulated
following the principles mentioned in Kamikagamam,
one of the twenty eight Sivagamas. It prescribes that
all idols be bathed by pure water mixed with &lakkai
(cardamom), jathi, paccai karpuram (camphor),
srikanda surnam, akaru (musk), kunkumam (saffron)
and the tender leaves of mango tree.

The juice of sugarcane, water of tender coconut,
mixed fruits namely Panchamirtam, (a mixer of fruits
like plantain, mango, jackfruit ane grapes etc.) are also
in the abhisekam of the deity.

Soma Sambu Paddathi, a sanskrit treatise written by
Soma Sambu Sivachariyar gives a detailed account of
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performing abhishekam on icons, It says as follows:
Tailabhishekam (oil bath) has to be performed first to
Siva. After that makkappu (paste of rice powder) and
‘mafjal kappu (turmeric paste) have to be applied. These
are to be washed by pouring water from the abhisheka
kalasams (holy water pots). Then abhishekam must be
made by milk, curd, ghee, honey and sugar. Then the
‘Manthrams are to be chanted showing camphor and
-incence in front of the God.

4 The ancients had taken much care in protecting and
‘preserving the bronze images in- times of emergencies.
In a number of incidents large number of valuable
bronzes have been unearthed either in temple premises
or in fields. In all cases it is clear that they were
buried intentionally in order to protect them from the
onslaughts of miscreants or iconoclasts. The unearthed
icons were invariably pldced with the frontal portion
facing downwards. So, it is possible that they were
laid down in that position by the wellw1shers to protect
them. A

This system of preserving the icons in an earthern
pit has been recognised in the Agamas. The following
passage, from the Vimanarcanakalpa, (Marici Samhita,
a Vaikhanasa Vaishnavite text, Madras, 1926, chapter
70 pp. 435-439) gives in detail the process of concealing
‘metal images in times of emergency and restoring them
to worship.! The chapter is titled Bhayarksartham
Niskrtih.

“When there is fear from robbers, enemies, invasion
by the opponent kings, or disturbance in the village,
in order to protect the Kautuka, snapana, utsava and
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balibera (images used in bali offerings. festivals, bathing
ceremonies “etc.) the .metal images and that of the
goddesses should be hldden

. Tn.a secret and clean place a pit should be dug. In
it sand should be spread. Over that the kusa grass
should be spread The Goddess of -earth should ke
invoked; over this sanctified water shou]d be. sp; inkled
reciting the mantra apo hi-stha. The acarya, the
worshipping - priest, the yajamana, along with the
devotees should enter the shrine, cffer salutation to the
God, and obtain permission from the God, stating that
“Lord so long as there is fear, till such time ke you
pleased .to remain living in this earth.”” - Then the divine
power from the metal image should be transferred to the
main deity. If there is no main image it should be
invoked in the heart (of the priest) uttering the mantra
pratad visnus tapate; the image. should be carefully
placed in the pit in order, reciting the nantra Yad-
vaisnava; the head (of the image) should ‘be laid facing
east. The pit-should be closed either with sand or earth.
The mouth of the pit should cleosed tightly. Then one
should enter the shrine again, salute the main image; a
kurca made of kusa grass should be made, the divine
power should be transferred again from the main image
to the kurca and the same should be worshipped. If
more than one month passes, that kurca dlscarded a
new one made in 1ts place and worshlpped

If the condltlons improve the metal 1mage should be
retrieved, cleaned with tamarind and punyaha rite
should be performed. -A--series ‘of rites are then pre-
scribed for restoring the image to worship. Similarly
different rites are prescribed for images which lay
concealed for six months or over one year.
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Though the above text is Vaishnava scripture such
prescriptions are common to all sects, except variations
in the mantrams to be recited to the deity. It may be
seen that while burying the bronzes, special homas are
performed In the case of Pollonnaruva finds, it is
recorded that charcoal was found on top of the place
where bronzes were found indicating thereby - such
textual prescriptions were devoutly carried out. While
the bronze images were buried for safety, no stone
image was found concealed in a similar mannex.”

Hence, from the foregoing narration ‘it is apparant
that the abhishekams and burning camphor and incences
seems to have preserved the icons for posterity. The
people of those days had one of their routine duties the
maintenance of temples in good condition and to protect
the Icons for posterity. They also inherited a strong
opinion that they shall not live in a place where there
was no temple. Hence, if we revive the poojas in all
the temples either by the munificent activities of the
philanthrophists or by the timely effort of the concerned
Governments, the temples, sculptures and bronzes
would be preserved for future generations without any
difficulty.

1. Dr. R. Nagaswamy, Bulletin De Ecole Francaise, D’extreme-
Orient, Tome LXXVI, Paris, 1987, pp. 3-4.



CHILD BIRTH IN ANCIENT TAMILNADU

It is tried here to fccus the attention cf the scholars
on the method of child birth in arncient Tamilnadu.
The earliest source material for knowing the method is
the Sangam literature (5th century B.Cc. to 5th century
A.D.) which have no direct bearings about it. But it
refers to the bathing of mother after the delivery of a
child.

Maduraikkanchi and Narrinai mention the purifica-
tory bath of the mother after having delivered a
child.* Narrinai also refers to the custom of a bath of
ghee by a delivered mother.? The teeth of tiger was tied
around the neck of the child.®? A rattle like ornament
was also worn to the child.* ’

The literature® of the medieval period refer to the
custom of wearing five weapons around the waist of
the child, viz. conch, wheel, sword, mace and bow.
The above weapons were symbolically made either in
gold, or in silver or in copper. These are the traditional
weapons of Lord Vishnu, the protector of the universe.
By wearing these weapons, they believed that the child
would be protected by the protector Lord Vishnu.

The children were fed by mother’s milk. In some
of the terracotta figurines of the 9th and 13th centuries
A.D. the child is depicted as sucking the breast of its
mother.® The sculptural representations are also
available in South Tamilnadu delineating the same scene.
The legends say that the mother would worship these
sculptures in order to get blessed more milk in her
breasts.
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Scenes depicting the child birth are seen in the
Darasuram temple. A panel sculpture on the wall of the
western prakara pavilion shows the actual position of a
mother when she is in the course of delivering a baby.
The lady is carved as standing stretching her hands cn
the shoulders of her attendants standing on her sides.
This panel sculptures could be datable to the 12th
century A.D.

In a painting of Vijayanagar pericd, found on the
ceiling of the temple at Tirupparuttikkunram, a suburb
of Kanchipuram, a pregnant lady is shown waiting for
her delivery. The painting is dated to 16th century A.D.”

The Ramayana story, picturesquely drawn on the
ceilings of the Mandapa at Srirangam and at Alagar-
koyil, depict the birth scenes of Lords Rama, Lakshmana
Bharata and Satrukna.

Kausalya, Sumitra and Kaikeyi are painted in the
position of delivering a child each in a standing position.
Only their upper parts of the body are shown while the
lower part from the chest is covered by a curtain held
by attendants. These paintings are assignable to the 17th
century i.e. of Nayak period.

An eighteenth century painting of child birth is also
available in the palace at Ramalingavilasam, Ramanatha-
puram. Here the Ramayanam and Bhagavatam scenes
are beautifully painted. They depict the birth scenes of
Rama and his brothers and Lord Krishna. Here again
the divine mothers are shown in standing position while
giving birth to childien. They are also covered upte
chest portion by curtains.
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The story of the births of Rama, Lakshmana,
Bharata and Satrukna are interestingly narrated in
painting with label inscriptions at Ramalingavilasam.8

“Kausalya Pillaipperukiratu”
(Kausalya gives birth to a child)
““Kaikai meyunondu padukiratu™
(Kaikeyi suffers from labour pain)
~ “Kaikaikku Baratan pirantan”
(Bharata was born to Kaikéyi)
and so on.

The children after their birth were subjected to
undergo the following ceremonies:

~ First, the children were put in their cradles.
Secondly, the ear boring ceremony to them was held.
Thirdly. they were fed by their mothers breasts. (it is
stated as follows: Ramarukkum Bharatarukkum
Laccumanarukkum Chatrukanarukkum tayar vantu
molai kuduttatu). Fourthly, these children were
given butter. Fifthly Ramaswamy was fed milk through
conch.

Hence we get clear evidences of standing position
of deliveries by the women from the 12th to 18th
centuries A.D.

Maduraikkanchi, 11 : 600-603; Narrinai, 40: 7-8
Narrinai 370: 3-4 :

Kuruntogai 161: 3-4

Purananuru 198: 1-5

Kalingathupparani verse 239

Terracotta figurine, Aravakkuricchi

Chitra Viji, ‘An early Vijayanagar Painting’, South Indian
Studies, Vol. I pp. 166-68

8. Karunanandan, ‘Ramayana Paintings’, Kalvettu, No 25
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TEMPLES FOR THE SUN GOD

Siirya, the God of light is gloriously praised and
was worshipped from the Vedic age. He was known in
the Vedas as Aditya. It is believed that the Sun worship
was brought by Maghas of Iraqin western Asia. Early
literature refer to Sun God as representing seven or
eight forms. 1In the Sathapatha Brahmana the Sun God
is considered as eight. In another place it refers to as
12. Aditya is menticned as the son of Aditi, after whom
he is called Aditya.

The Sun worship seems to have gained popularity

from the beginning years of the Christian era, though
we have a few representaticns of Sun on the coins cf the

Kushanas.! The earliest sculptural representation of
Sirya is found in Bhaja and Bodhgaya caves. He is
portrayed in a panel as riding a charict drawn by four
caparisoned horses. He is flanked by Usha and
Protyushas on his sides. They are shown holding tow
and arrow in their hands. This sculpture is assignable
to the secondcentury B.C.?

However, temples dedicated to Sun God found
from the sixth century A.D. though a legend refers to the
construction of a temple for Sun by Samba, the son of
Lord Krishna in the pre-christian era itself.>* The
existence of this temple is believed to have been attested
by the mention of foreign chroniclers like Hiuen Tsang,
Al Edrisi, Abu Ishkat etc. The MarthanJa temple* at
Kashmir is the earliest existing temple in India at
present. Itis dated to the seventh century A.pD. The
next is the Sun temple at Osiya® in Rajasthan which is
of eigth century A.D. While the Sun temple at Modhera
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in Gujarat® is dated to the 11th century A.D., the most
celebrated Sun temple at Konarak” is of the 13th century
A.D. In Tamilnadu, we get references to Sun shrines
from three places viz. (1) Kumbakonam (2) Suriyanar
Koyil and (3) Thirukkoshtiyur. The Sun temple is
mentioned in an inscription of Parantaka I (S07 to 955
AD.)® This would be the earliest (10th century A.D.)
Sun shrine which was worshipped by the people of
Tamilnadu. It could have located in the Nageswara
Swami temple. There is a legend that the lord Siva of
Nageswaraswami temple was worshipped by the Sumn
God in order to get cured of his chronic disease. The
other temple i.e. Suriyanar Koyil is of the period of
Kulottunga Chola (1070 to 1120 A.D.)* The third one at
Tirukkoshtiyur was of a little later period.

Though the shrines dedicated for Sirya are found
from the [0th century A.D. we get sculptural representa-
tions of Sirya in Tamilnadu from the seventh century A.D.
The earliest sculptural representation of Sirya is from
the temple of Gudimallam.’® The next representaion is
seen in the bas-relief at Mahabalipuram, identified
generally with the story of the divine offering of
Pasupatha to Arjuna by Lord Siva.!!

Marthanda, the Sun temple at Kashmir was built by
King Lalitaditya (699 A.p. to 736 A.p.). This temple was
built on the ruins of earlier structures. It is situated at
a distance of about five miles from the town of
Anandhanga in Kashmir. It is considered to be the
finest example of Kashmir style of architecture. The
architecture of this temple has earned praise all cver thie
world. It has both the elegance and grace of the Greek
temples with a distinct-influence of the Gandhara style
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of temple architecture. But it is a typical Hindu temple
of the late Gupta period. ‘ '

The temple consists of a courtyard housing the
principal shrine of- the deity in the centre with a
colonnaded mandapa. The gateway of this temple is
open to west and east. On each side of the gateway, the
pediment was supported by two massive fluted pillars
about 17 ft. in height. Of them only one is still standing.
The walls of the gateway are profusely decorated on
both sides, with rows of niches, each containing standing
figures of gods. The panels mostly cosist of the
sculptures of sitting groups, florals, pairs of geese etc.
Three headed images of Vishnu, decorated the niches in
the side walls of the inner chamber of the gateway.

This temple consisted of three distinct chambers
viz. Ardhamandapa, Antarala and Garbhagraha. The
Garbhagraha is about 18 ft. 5 inches by 13 ft. 10 inches.
The Ardhamandapa and the Antharala are. heavily
ornamented while the Garbhagraha is almost plain.

The Sun temple at Osiya in Rajasthan is another
impoitant temple which was popular during the eighth
century A.D. The style of this temple could belong
to Prathikara period. According to Rowland the
plinth and niches of Osiya temples are. reminiscent
of those of Kajuraho temple and the sikhara bear a
similarity to the Parasurameswar and the earlier
temple of Orissa and to those of Pattadakkal of
South India. The temple of Osiya is rich in icono-
graphy, built with images of various Gods, incarnation
of Vishnu and other Goddesses. The Garbhagraha and
the mantapa are erected on a raised platform. The
lintal is decorated with the representations of the
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planetary deities of navagraha as well as with Garudas
and Naga. ‘ '

The Sirya temple at Modhera built in the 11th
century A.D. is in the western part of India. This
temple has a Garbhagraba, Antharala, the Sabha
mantapas, Rangamantapa and a sacred kunda or tank
in its eastern side, popularly called Rama Kunda
though it is really a Sirya Kunda. The Sabha
mantapa is a distinct structure from the main temple
built in a paved platform. Tt is heavily sculptured
with the scenes from the Ramayana. The garbhagraha,
a square one is having a Pradakshana rarga built
within its own walls and of the temple. The sikhara
over the garbhagraha is completely dilapidated. The
main deity Siryadéva is said to have been cf pure
gold and is believed to have been taken away by the
Moghul invaders. The vechicle of the Sarya was
found in the cells below garbhagraha. Modhera where
the Sun temple is situated is about 60 miles fiom
Allahabad in Gujarat on the left bank ¢f Pushravathi
river. The temple is an imposing structure even in
its ruined stage. It would be very interesting to
know the comparable Leauty of this monument in
the words of the great scholar, Majumdar, “In view
in the Modhera temple the easthetic sense at once
response to the elegance of its proportions, the entire
composition being lit with the living places of
inspiration. But apart from its meterial beauty its
design has succeeded in communicating it an atmos-
phere of spiritual gains™.

The pinnacle among the Siirya temple is the
most celebrated one i.e. the Sun temple at Konarak.
According to one view the builder was Narasimha I
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also believed to be a a laper and he is said to
have built this temple by way of offering his thanks,
after getting cured of the dreaded disease. Accord-
ing to historical references also it is believed that
the king Narasimha built this temple in order to
show his gratitude to the God of Sidrya for his
achievements as a warrior. The deity installed in the
Garbhagraha is known as Sidryanarayanar since
Narayana is one of the attributes of Vishnu and
being one of the eight Adityas.

As per the records available, the revenue of 1200
villages covered the cost of comstruction and 12000
skilled workers worked for 12 years to build this
temple.

It is built in the shape and design of a chariot of the
Sun God i.e. Siryadéva. No other design could have

been more befitting than the allegorical representation
of Siryadéva iiding his chariot drawn by seven horses
as if moving across the skies, The chariot is drawn by
seven beautifully caparisoned horses driven by Aruna
the charioteer. These horses according to some represent
the seven days of the week and according to other the
seven meters of Sanskrit verse; Gayatri, Brihati, Uenil,
Jagati, Pankti, Anustubh and Tristubh. Macdonell
views that the horses of the chariot represent the
seven rays of the sun representing the solar spectrum
the different colours of which nourish the seven
planets. There is also another view that these seven
horses indicate the seven colours of the rainbow.
An enchanting account on this temple given by the
eminent art writer Ananda Kumaraswami is as
follows :12
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“The whole building is covered with a profusion of
remarkable and beautiful carvings symbolising the
fertilising and creative power of the sun. It is a hymn
to life, a frank and exquisite glorification of creative
forces in the universe . .. Love and desire are part of
life. Life is a veil behind or within in which is God.
The outside of the temple is an image of this life Samsara
and a carving on it represents everything that belongs to
Samsara and perpetuator illusion . ... within an empty
chamber, the image of the God is alone lit up. The
symbolism of phenomenal life as an embroidened veil
beyond which the devotee must pass to find his God”.

Percy Brown speaks of the temple thus: ‘Few
buildings can boast of such an unrestrained abundance
of plastic decoration as this vast structure, every portion
of the exterior being moulded and chiselled either in the
form of abstract geometrical ornament, conventional
foliage, mythical animals, fabulous beings half-human,
with half-serpent coils, figures satanic and figures divine
of every conceivable motif and subject known to the
Indian mind, and in a technique which rages from
‘patterns cut with the minute precision of a cameo to
powerfully modelled groups of colossal size”’.'?

The sun temple at Suriyanarkoil which is very close
to the town of Kumbakonam in Tanjore district of
Tamilnadu is the unique temple dedicated entirely to
Siryadéva and the attendent planetary deities. This
temple is only one of the shrines in South India though
we have numerous temples with shrines therein dedi-
cated to the Sun God. Three inscriptions are found on
the walls of this temple. In one of them, this temple is
mentioned as the “Kuldttunga Chodla Marthandalayam,
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the temple of the Sun God named after Kuléttunga I.
The inscription is written in 44th regnal year of
Kuléttunga.’* It refers to a royal otvder granting the
accountantship of the village, Thammathana vinétha
Chaturvédimangalam and the devadana village of Sirya-
déva to the highest bidder. The second inscription is
written in his 48th regnal year. It also mentions a royal
order granting the accountantship of all the devadanas
of Siryadéva to two individuals.'> Third inscription is
of Krishnadevaraya period which records a gift of land,
made tax free by a vassal of the emperor on behalf and
in the merit of Krishnadevaraya.'® This temple faces
west. The Garbhagraha is dedicated to Siryadéva and
near it, on a platform are the images of Vishweswar
and Visalakshi associated with Varanasi. Brahaspathi
is installed in a shrine opposite to the main shrine. all
around are thgse of the other planets as parivaradévatha.
While the Garbhagraha and Mukhamantapa of the main
temple are built of stones the subshrines are of brick.

1. Shakti M. Gupta, ‘Surya-The Sun God’, Somaiya Publica-
~ tions, Bombay 1977, p. 18.

2. C. Lacour, Jalouneix, ‘The origins of the image of the
Sun God in Northern India, SARAS BULLETIN, Vol. 2,
p. 24.

3. Von Stietencron, Indische Sonnen priester, Samba und die
Sakadvipiya Brahmana, Oitto Harrassovitz, Wiesbaden,
1966, p. 276.

4. Shakti M. Gupta, ‘Surya-The Sun God’, Somaiya Publica-
tions, Bombay 1977, P. 32.

5. Ibid. p. 32.
. Idid. p. 5.
. 1. Ibid. p. 28.
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HISTORICAL REMAINS IN THE
NAGAI-QUAID-E-MILLETH DISTRICT

The Nagai-Quaid-E-Milleth District has a hoary
past. The remains of Megalithic period are scattered
in different parts of the District. In the neighbourhood
of Tirukkadaiyur, Black and Red ware sherds, associ-
ated with megaliths were found a few years ago.?

One of the famous parts in this locality was
Pumpukar. It is graphically described in the Sangam
literature. In the excavations conducted in different
parts of Pukar, structures and other artefacts were
discovered suggesting the existence of the ancient city.
The wooden piece exposed at the ancient wharf at this
place, has been dated to third century B.c. by the C.14
method.2 Therefore this could suggest that the Port city
of Pumpukar was in existence from the third century B.C.
Pukar seems to have maintained its glory till seventh-
eighth cenntury A.D. as we get copious references about
it in the hymns of Saiva Saints.? According to the
epigraphs it is understood that the city had lost its
importance during the later periods and became a part
of Pallavanicuram.* That the nearby villages Nangir
and Manikkiramam had played a vital role during the
later Pallava period (Ninth century A.D.) is apparent
from a reference to the excavation of a tank named
Avaninaranam by one individual, Mandan of Nagiir in
Thailand and left it in the protection of Manikkira-
mattar.® The recent discovery of a test stone bearing
the legend ‘Perumpatan’ in archaic Tamil script is
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another interesting evidence to suggest that the Tamils of
this region had contact with Thailand in the early
Christian era.®

When Kavirippoompattinam began to decline,
Nagappattinam had attained prominence and played an
important role from the Pallava period. Accordingto a
legend a Chola king who went on a voyage to Naga
country married a Naga lady there and returned to his
home land leaving the lady behind. Later, the Naga girl
delivered a child and sent the baby to his father wrapped
him in Tondai creeper, to Tamilnadu. Since the child
was brought, ashore by the tides after a ship wreck he

was christened after Tirai (the tide) as Tiraiyan.”

In'the annals of Buddhism it is said that a Vihara
was established by Ascka, the great Mauryan king, It is
in this Vihara, Dharmapalar is said to have stayed and
written a commentary known as ‘Nettipataranaitakatha’

in Pali language.® During the eighth century A.D. at the

request of the Chinese king, the Pallava ruler Rajasimha
had built a Chaitya for the benefit of the merchants who
came from China and settled there.® It is from this
Chaitya the celebrated Vaishnava Saint Thirumangai
Alwar is stated to have stolen gold image of Buddba
and melted for building the walls around Srirangam
Temple.?® The illustrious Chola king Rajaraja the great
had granted permission to the Sailendra king Mara

‘Vijayottungavarman to construct a Buddha Vihara

called ‘Chadamani Vihara® at Nagappattinam in the 10th

century A.D. and endowed the entire revenue of the
village namely Anaimangalam of Pattanskkirram in

Kshatriyasimha Valanadu. This endowment seems to
have been renewed during the reign of Kulottunga I as
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is evidenced fromi Smaller Leiden Plates.’? Nagaik-
karonam was sung by the Trio of Saiva Saints. It
retained its importance till the 18th century A.D.

During the struggle for colonies by the Europeans
Tranquebar (Tarangambadi) became a strong base of
the Danish Fast India Company. The history of
Tarangambadi goes back to Sangam age when it was a
part of the present Poraiyar which is celebrated as a
port city Poraiyar Munrurai in Sangam Classics like
Puranandru, Aganandru and Narrinai.®

Tranquebar attained fame in the 14th century
when the Masilamaninathar temple was built. Its
ancient name as mentioned in inscription is Sadangan-
padi.’* There were merchants of 18 countries and they
had their trade contacts with the merchants of South
East Asia. This is suggested on the basis of the discovery
of the Chinese celedon ware sherds on the shore of
Tranquebar.’> It also appears that there was a fort
belonging to Achyutappa Nayak who ruled during the
16th century and was guarded by <‘Kottai Sevai
Kaikolar’.1® '

The Danish contact with Tranquebar had started
from the beginning of the 17th century when Ragunatha
Nayak was ruling Tanjore. Due to their activities
Tranquebar »had started its role as commercial and
religious centre in this part of Tamilnadu. It became a
strong centre for Christianity in 17th-18th centuries as
Kavirippoompattinam for Buddhists during the fourtha
fifth centuries A.D. and- Nagappattlnam during the
7th to 12th centuries A.D.
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Karaikkal, about seven km. south of Tranquebar
was the birth place of the great Saiva poetess Karaikkal
Ammaiyar. She seems to have lived even before Appar.

Sirkali, Tiruvarur, Tiruvenkadu, Tiruthuraipoondi
are other important Saiva centres of this District. It
was at Sirkali Gnanasambandar was fed milk by the
Goddess Parvati. He was the younger contemporary of
Saint Appar. He had the privilege of being carried in a
palanquin by Appar himself.

Tiruvarur was associated with Arooran, i.e.
Sundarar for whom Lord himself had acted as courier.
Tiruvarur seems to have acted for sometimes as
secondary capital for Cholas. - The mythical king
Manunithi Cholan is said to have ruled from his capital
Tiruvarur. - This story is found narrated in an inscrip-
tion of Vikramachola!” and depicted in the paintings
found on the ceilings of the 100 pillared mandapa.

This place had another privilege of receiving the
illustrious ruler Rajendra Chola and his concubine to
the temple by all citizens with great honour, pomp and
gaiety. This remarkable event is recorded in an
epigraph!® of this temple. '

This holy place is famous for another hear throbbing
incident. There was one Saiva Saint Eyarkon Kalikkamra
Nayanar who was very angry with Surdarar as the latter
used his Lord as messenger to get success in his love
affair. Hence he wanted to take revenge of Sundarar.
Apprehending the danger of the two devotees looking
themselves in a crises, Lord Siva wanted to remove the
misunderstanding between the two. He created a
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chronic stomach disease on Kalikkamar and informed
him that it would be cured by Sundarar. When Sundarar
came to cure his disease he could find only the dead
body of Kalikkamar as Kalikkamar died by piercing his
stomach with a sword. Having seen this couragecus
act, Sundarar too had started to end his life. At once
Lord appeared and made his devotee Kalikkamar to
alive.’®

Next worth mentioning Saiva centre is Tiruvenkadu
near Poompuhar. It is the birth place of Nangai the
wife of Siruthondar. This place is famous for the
excellent bronzes unearthed on three occasions. The
image of Ardhanari adorns the Madras Museum, the
Rshbavahanar group, Kalyanasundarar group and
Kannappar are now displayed at the Art Gallary,
Thanjavur. Discovery of a considerable number of
bronzes make one to presume that Thiruvenkadu could
have been a manufacturing centre for bronzes. Another
manufacturing centre for bronzes could be located at
Kilaiyur near Thirutturaippoondi as the bronzes of this
place has some special features, in metal and style.

The famous Vaishnava centre of this district is
Mannarkoil. It was a Thaniyur i.e. self administered
village. It is called Vantuvarapati, the famous city cf
Tuvarai in inscriptions.?* Hence it is important as
Tuvarai otherwise known as Dwaraka the city which is
believed to have established by Lord Krishna himself.

This district has yielded some excellent bronze
images also. Of them Bodhisatva Maitréya, eighth
century A.D. (Kavirippoompattinam - Melaiyur), Kalyana-
sundarar, ninth century A D. (Vadakkalattur), Buddha
images of 11-12th cen. A.p. (Nagappattinam), Vinadhara
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the death of the Chola king Rajaraja II, how his children
were saved and Rajadhiraja one of his children was
crowned. The person responsible for it was endowed

with - the entlre v1llage Pallavarayanpettal called afte1
Pallavarayag, = * -

Another -asset  of -this- district is the palntmgs of
Tiruvizhimizhalai. Though these palntmgs are of late
period, they throw sufficient light on the social set up of
thosc period:. Onthe: ceiling of Dévasiriyan Mantapam,
Thlyagarajar temple Tlruvarur there are fascmatmg
paintings deplctmg the story of ThyagaraJar Mucukunta
Chakravarti, the 1mportant Salva centres, the festlvale
etc. These pamtmgs are datable to 17th century A D.

The dlstrlct has some portralt sculptures of' kings
and queens of Imperial. ‘Chola  family, namely
Gandaradltya, his queen Sebmlyan Madévi, their son
Uttamachdla and Kulottunga Chola.  The 7sculptures of
{Gandaraditya is found on the wall of Umamaheswarar
Atemple, Konerirajapuram and on:the wall of Tantonris-
- warar temple, Akkur, Mayiladuturai Taluk. Portraits
of Sembiyan Mahadevi are found in Kailasanathaswami
’temple Nagapattmam Umamaheswarar temple, Koneri-
raJapuram While the statue of Uttamachola is found
in ‘Tdntonriswarar temple ‘Akkur,” the figure of
‘Kulottunga Chola is inh Thyagarajar temple at Tiruvarur.

1. Jesudoss, a student of the Institute of Ep]graphy, State

., Department of Archaeology colfectcd a few Black ‘and R(d ,

. ware sherds:from this: place

3 ‘Archaeology of  South ! India; — Tamll Nadu ~ Rama-
. chandran, K. S. Sundeep P'rakashan, Delh1 1980 p 121

300 Appar Tevdraii (4- _65). ST
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Bhikshatana, 12th century A.Dp. (Melapperumpallam) are
the masterpieces of South Indian Bronzes.

The following copper plates were discovered in the
district which are very important for the reconstruction
of the history of Tamilnadu.

Pallankoil Plates of Pallava Simhavarma.
Pattathalmangalam Korrangudi Plate of
Nandivarman.

Védaranyam Plates of Sundara Chola.

~ Larger Leiden Plates of Rajaraja I.
Tirukkalar Plates of Rajendra I.
Tirukkalar Plates of Rajadhiraja I
Smaller Leiden Plates of Kulottunga I
Tirukkalar Plates of Kulottunga I
Tirukkalar Plates of Rajaraja II.

10. Tirukkalar Plates of Kulottunga III.

[\ 2 T
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The above plates are datable from the sixth century
‘A.D. to the 13th century A.D. These copper plates are
.useful to draw a connected history of Pallava, Chola
periods. ‘ '

This district has yielded some interesting foreign
coins such as Roman, Chinese and Danish coins in
addition to the coins of native rulers. These foreign
coins indicate the commercial relation of this part. of
Tamilnadu with East Asia, Rome and European
countries. '

As far as inscriptions are concerned Nidir and
Pallavarayanpéttai epigraphs draw our attention. The
former epigraph is useful for fixing the date of the
poet Amitasagarar who wrote Karikai while the latter
narrates the graphic account of how a crisis arose after



THE CONCEPT OF SAKTI IN TAMILNADU

In India the concept of worship of Gceddess was
as ancient as the concept of worship of male
Gods. . This is suggested on the basis of the personifica-
tion of the natural elements as Gods and Goddesses.
Among- the five natural elements i.e. earth, water,
air, fire and sky, the elements air, fire and sky were
personified as Gods while the earth and water were
personified: as Goddess. The above aspects could
perhaps explain the nature of the two representations of
two Goddesses in the Harappan seal, the one Goddess
producing the plants through her womb, could represent
the mother earth and the -other in the form of seven
rivers (Sapta sindus) could represent the water. The
Pasupati figure of the Harappan seals could denote the
God of living beings,. which were produced by the earth
and rivers. These were the three important aspects in
the earlier period. From these three. aspects all the
other Gods and Goddesses had taken their manifesta-
tions. The Phallus represented the fire which was taken
as the sacrificial pillar (Yupa sthamba), whereas the
Yoni represented an altar (Yanakundam) in the Vedic
period. There is also another view that the Phallus and
the Yoni where the symbols of male and female organs
which indicate the fertility cult.

With the help of fire (agni) the vedic seers wanted
to propitiate the Gods represented for air and sky as
they could not be seen through eyes. They didn’t have
any anthropomorphic representation of these Gods.
Though they had invoked the Goddess like Aditi, Usas,



HISTORICAL REMAINS. .. 5

yreysri, AAwi. S| pisuf, AP BrEH jre BSrGUTGsi
Qe sgienp Qeuafld@E 1973, us. 23. §
sUPBpTOL Sruewrhbgid: Qsrarewwd Ggm_«rq&sir
sTEL, U, Guewd, GsP 3. sSHPsS GG Tl wed
&pa;u‘) 1993. .u4&. 83.

‘Ibid. p.. 82

Administration and Social Llfe under the Pallavas,

- Minakshi, C. University of Madras - 1997 - p. 5, ~

10.
11.

"
13.
14.

15,
16.
17.

" 18.
19.

- 20.

@umgg(g)w gtﬁ@m - vl Fafl GuhsLsrd,

, Admmlstratlon and Social Life under the Pallavas p- 24

“Bulletm of the Madras Government Museum.  The Naga-

pattinam and other Buddhist Bronzes in the Madras

' Museum T. N Ramachandran, Vol. VII No i 1965, p. 16,
.assv@sm_@ g;ur @,ﬂ@,osw, %ﬁrﬂmrr : ,mL_sur &Sl B S6iT,

S SrQursrer, SWWPHHETE Hrs G_g,rrsv@u:r@ar %ws),hg
sl m, G&sursmm ud, 24,

Ep. In. Vol. XXII No. 35.
Narrinai-131, Puram-391, Akam-100."

NagasWamy" R. Tarangém‘ba‘di, State De_partmeﬁt of
Archaeology p. L.

‘Q 5 meved wed G&m;ﬂwn_w‘ Qurrg_muutrﬁrﬂmcr, ._rral_m. anraﬁ
'mrr_e_r,m, Gsrrrrsmu-l weed=3. 1994,

Nagasamy, R. op. czt, p- 3.
ARE 164 of 1894, S.LI. Vol. v, No~ 456»
ARE 680 of 1919.

TWiGETET S0GETL BHrwTTE Ll'ﬂ_'ﬂ'éwnb: D®50 sremrLd
yrrenrid eTergud Quiflu yrrewrid.

SII: Vol. VI Nos. 37, 45,759, 61,

LSRRG | | -



62 S . . COLLECTED PAPERS . ..

of a teacher of the gods could not have been sudden. It
must be presumed-that the- cult'of this mountain goddess
must have been known 1ong prlor to th1s perlod” 6.

JE] . e »»._!

- As far as Tamilnadu is concerned. the cult of Sakti
seems to. have prevalent from very an01ent period.
Korravai was the pres1d1ng delty of the desert land,
while Muruga for mountains, Vishnu for- forest Indlra
for Marudam (cultivable land) and Varuna for coastal
regions. The 1conographrc features of Korraval of the
Sangam period are not .clear. However taking into
account the Goddess flgure7 found in:the midst of
Megahthlc calrn cucles at Udaiyanatham. in South Arcot
district, it may be suggested that -this figure or the
developed form of this could represent the figure of
Korravai of desert reg‘lon

- P

. The an01ent grammatlcal work, Tolkapplyam refers
to a Korravai Nilai,® which relates to the worship of
Korravai by .soldiers when. they ‘go either -for cattle
lifting' or cattle rescuing operations.. Korrava1 1s also
mentioned as Korri in Perungathai.® = -

Korravai, who was the presiding deity of desert
appears to have been worshipped as the .Goddess of
-cemetery® (Perungadu) in'the Megalithic. period -as we
find the image of . Goddess in the midst -of cairn circle.
Probably after the Megalithic:period=she -was called as
-Kadukal, the corrupted form of Kadukilal, the presiding
deity of Kadu (cemetery). This cult is:found. echoed in
Kalithogai calling . Durga - as. Perungattukkorri. In
‘Porunararruppadai, Goddess is referred to as -Kadurai
Kadavul and she is identified as Kali. But it seems more
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Hariti and Saraswati. They didn’t attach much
importance to them as they did in the cases of Varuna,
Rudra and Indra. They worshipped Prithvi and Appu
also but not as the supreme Goddesses.

“The mother Goddess conception may be said to
reach its culmination when the abstract ideas of the
cosmic principle as the sources of all creation is con-
ceived of a female. The so called Devi sukta of the
Rigveda, identified YAK with the Almighty Goddess. 1f
Saraswathi, the goddess of speach is connected with the
deity of this hymn, then she is described with special
emphasis to be warlike goddess and what is more
important in the light of later history, she is brought
into connection with Rudra”.!

Even in the post vedic period, the female deities
were worshlpped as secondary deities like Ambika
and Uma . in association with Rudra. In Vajasnéya
samhita,> Ambika is addressed as the sister to Ged
Rudra and is invoked to come and- partake of her share
in the sacrifice along with Rudra. But in Taittiriya
Aranyaka,® Rudra is called as Ambikapati ie. the
husband of Ambika.

Uma is mentioned in the Taittiriya Aranyaka and
Rudra is invoked as Umapati.¢ She is referred to as
Uma, Haimavati in the Kena Uparnishad.® “The legend
of her appearance befeore Indra and cther gods and
imparting divine knowledge to them (Brahman Iti) is
mentioned in a very beautiful way. Heimavati is
interpreted as the daughter of Himvat or the Himalayas.
‘We know :nothing about the previcus history of this
Jbeautiful young goddess Uma but her rise to the position
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is at Tirupparankunram. An excellent figure of Jyé&shta
is found carved in a panel of sculptures collected from
Vélaiijéri by Tamilnadu State Departmentof Archaeo-
logy. It is also datable to sixth-seventh century A.D.

The Mudiyol or Palaiyol could be the earlier forms
of Sakti in Tamilnadu. Mutiyo! could be the Goddess of
river and could have been worshipped for fertility. The
Sidhanta Saravali of Trilocana Sivacharya and the
commentray on it narrate Jyéshta as Jalaripini. She is
the representation of sthithi.’* ie. sustenance.

Jyéshta seems to be a non Aryan deity. She was
neglected by the people saying that she came first while
the milky ocean was churned by following in all
“destroying cosmic poison. She was also considered as
inauspicious deity.

Lingapurana lists out the places where she has to be
taken to please her. Of the places mentioned, the place
of Buddha is significant. Further the non vedic forms
of worship indicated for the deity suggest that she was a
non-vedic Goddess. Later, she appears to have been
brought under the canopy of Vaishnavism as this Purana
informs that she was permitted by Vishnu to go and live
with those who offer worship to him exclusively with a
distinct dlsregard in their hearts for Siva and the other
Gods. The fact of her worship by the devotees of
Vaishnavism is proved from the lament of Thondaradip-
podialvar saying that the worship offered to this deity
(Jyéshta) by people in the vain hope of acquiring the
fulfilment of their desires, while there is the great god
Vishnu, the conferer of all boons, whom they forget
altogether.’®* Though Jyéshta was brought into the
pantheon of Vedic Gods, she appears to be the ancient
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-appropriate to identify Kadurai Kadavul with Korravai,
the Kadukal The earliest representation of this deity
could be the figure from Adiccanallir.’* Other re-
presentation of this deity appears to be the female figuie
embedded upon an urn found at Mélaperumpallam.?

~_The adoption of more Védic Gods and Goddesses in
the Tamil country had taken place during the Sangam
and Post Sangam periods. Consequently -the worship
of number of manifestation of Goddesses was found
during the Pallava peried. In Silappatikaram -we have
references to. Goddessess Malaimakal, Korravai and
Paliyol, with descrlptlons of 1conographlc features of
Korravai. From “the period of- ‘Silappatikaram the
‘supreme posmon -of Korravai seems to have waned
‘gradually as she had beed associated with: Muruga as hlS
mother. o -

Mammekakal refers to & temple dedlcated to
Kadamarselv1” 51tuated 1n ‘the cremation ground This
delty could " be . 1dent1fled with - Korravai though some
scholars ‘take her -to be Kali.. The ‘Kadu ‘mentioned
-above could be the- crematlon ground -There. is- also a
reference to Mud1yol kottam suggesting that there was a
.separate shrine for Mudlyol i.e. Mittaval, Jyéshta.
Palaiyol {(elder person) mentloned in Tirumurukarrup-
ipadai could refer to Mudiydl of Manimékalai. Nacci-
-narkiniyar’s- identification - of - Kadukal - with Palaiyol
-seems to be not acceptable - Kadukal and Palaiy6l were
~different- and" Kadukal. was Korrava1 The plausible
‘identification of Palaiyél is- Jyeshta The earliest J yeshta
found in Mélolakkur is datable:to sixth- seventh century
-aA.D.- The next important is the .one found carved in.a
.rock-cut cave assignable to_the eighth century A.D.
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‘Hence Kali in the place of Korravai and
Saptamatrika in the place of Jyéshta had become
popular among people. Separate shrines for Kali and
Saptamatrikas came into existence. From the nineth
century A.D. onwards we get number of excellent images
of Kali both in stone and bronze. Likewise the Sapta-
matrika group is found invariably either on the southern
side of the temple prakara or on the outskirts of the
village.

Kali and Saptamata worship is elaborately described
in Kalingattupparani, datable to 11th-12th century A.D.
Offering the head of the heroes to Kali is also mentioned
in it. There are a number of inscriptions that throw
light on the existence of Kali shrines and the offerings
made to them. ' ’

Mabhishasuramardhini form of Goddess is another
important aspect of Sakti. It had its dominance in
some parts of Tamilnadu. This form could have been
influenced from Karnataka region.

With the advent of Adi Sankara, the Sakti cult
seems to have had more dominance in Tamilnadu in
eighth-nineth centuries.

During 11th-12th century Sakti cult attained the
superior position atleast in Chola country. Ottakkdttar,
the celebrated poet was a staunch devotee of Sakti and
is said to have composed Thakkayagapparani, ‘a parani
on Dakshan yaga. This Tamil work throws valuable
information on Sakta customs and beliefs. In many
verses of his work he makes references to Yamata
tantras and other related works of Sakta religion:
During Chola period Darasuram appears to have been
the centre of Sakti cult as theré is still a shrine dedicated
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non-Vedic Goddess wotshipped ‘by the Tamils. This
is the reason that the Tamils call her as Palaiyol and
Mudiyol. She seems .t6_have been worshipped ‘as an
important deity durmg Pallava early Pandya .and early
Chola periods. e el o Lo

Among a]l the aspects of . Sakt1 that are found in the
temples of the Pallava perlod Durga- has a" separate
shrine at Mamallapuram and Panamalai. The carliest
figure of Durga in Tamilnadu comes from Valaiyattir
in North Arcot Ambedkar District. As far as Durga
worship is concerned .it seems that its antiquity goes
back to the Indus civilization according to Dr. Asko
Parpola.’® He connects this worship-ultimately with the
cults of feline riding Goddesses of war. in the ancient
near East. In this connection he had argued at length
for the derivation of Durga’s name from Durga “fort’.
Likewise he derives the word Kon:avai_frdm Kottavi i.e.
Kotta, fort + vi the ferninine suffix. He cites the
derivation of Kotésvari from Kotta + 1svar1, mlstress of
the fort. He feels that Kotesvarl is the synonyom of
Durga.'” LT .

From early Chola period, Kali | 'yvorshi'p " had
occupied a special place pushing aside the importance
of Korravai, 'Kaliis a vedic Goddess and is called in
epigraphs as Kalabatari.’® Side by side the Saptamatrika
(Seven Mother Goddesses) worship was also prevalent from
the period of Silappathikaram. We get the sculptural
representation of them from Mahendravarman period.®
Saptamatrikas are usually taken as the anthropomorphic
forms of seven holy rivers in North India. ' ‘Hence:these
Goddessess also belong to the group of. Vedic pantheon.
The, inroads of. these deities should. have displaced
Jyéshta, the ancient river Goddess of Tamils, . - .
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to Chakkarattamman which is popularly known as
Lajja Gowri in Andhra Pradesh.

In course of time, as more Gods and Goddesses
emerged in Saiva and Vaishnava pantheons, Sakti cult
appears to have lost its superiority. Finally when both
Saivism and Vaishnavism were severely suffered due to
the onslaught of Muslims, Sakti cult also was pushed
into darkness. '
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ALAGANKULAM, L
_AN ANCIENT SEA PORT OF PANDYAS

The three ancient _Tamir ?k_ingd'orns of "*Tamiln“a'du
namely the Chéra, Chéla and Pandya -seéem to havé béen
prospered when Ashoka, the great Mauryan monarch
was ruling over the. Indian sub continent. It is
mentioned in his rock edxct that these kmgdoms were
situated beyond the borders of “his_kingdom in the
extreme south of India.!  The name of the Pandya king-
dom is found stated in the ancient Ithlkasas, Ramayana
and Mahabaratha. In the Ramayana, Sugriva. the. great
king of;forest is said. to. have advised- Hanuman on his
mission to south in search of. holy mother - Sita,> not to
be enchanted by the beauty and wealth of Kapatapuram,
the capital of the Pandyas. Since there is-a mention in
these ancient works some . of:the scholars are of: the
opinion that the name Pandya could be. derived from
Pandalyar, meanmg the anc1ent people. ;

It'is statcd in the accounts of Megasthems, that while
Heracles was in India a female child namely Pandya was
born to him-and he glfted the southern most part of
India to her as Sridana (Dowri).? There is also’a legend
that the Pandya king had sent an embassy to the'court of
Agustus, the Greek emperor.+ Hathighumpha inscription
of Kharavela refers 1o a league of- Tamil states’ that was
113 years old at the date of the 1nscr1pt10n and had been
for some time a source of danger to the Kahnga
klngdom 5

The three anCIent kmgdo}nQ of Tam1lnadu had
their capitals at Vanchi, Uraiydir and Madurai and sea



ALAGANKULAM, AN ANCIENT SEA PORT . .. 69

ports at Musiri,’ KaVIrlpampattmam and Thondi res<
pectlvely ‘In addition to. these prime and important sea
ports, they had several’ sub51d1ary séa ports also. - ' These
subSidiatysea ports also- seem to- have - played predomi-
nant role: durmg particular periods. - ‘"Though-these were
referred to by a:few poetsiof the Sangam age, theése ports
appear to have lost their’ 1mp0rtance in course of - tlme
One “such 1mportant port was Marungurpattmam in
Pandya couritry loca‘ted on “the- ‘éasterfi coast where the
river Vaigai emptles 1ts ‘watetr in-the' Bay of Befigal.” It
could-be compiarable to the famous emporlum of Cholas,
namely Kavmpumpattmam : R

Marungir pattmam was dev1ded into two parts
being one.as Uniir and the other. as Marungur Marungir
was on the sea shore area and Unir was in interior
area lying on the west of _the_ sea, Agananuru gives an
illustrious descrlptlon of Unur and Marungurpattmam

&g 10 Fled eusmaunﬁ]m .o_aI@n-rr qurr _

Ahs sicsn S Gup Hopst
- @) (Hmis P - L CenU w@maa._rru Lu..q.szmb
(227 18-20)

In another poem of Agananuru, Unur is described
as a place which 'was abundant w1th paddy

L (9’.';9'5'@ E: I g;ng.w asi‘rsmv& @&frl_@',m
SREN ugpwua) @;_5606151607 M@mr (= : 220)

This Marungirpattinam is said to have located
between Korkai in the south and Thondi in the north.®
Since Alagankulam lies on the confluence of. the river
Va1ga1 with the Bay ‘of Bengal 1t could be’ 1dent1f1ed with
the old Marungurupattmam " *The accidental discovery
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of a punch marked coin and semi precious stone beads,
led the State Department of Archaeology, Tamilnadu to
carry out intensive exploration in Alagankulam in the
year 1984.8 The artefacts collected during exploration
had led to the excavation in the year 1986-87 under the
guidance of Dr. R. Nagasamy,” again in the years
1990-91, 1993 under the guidance of . the present author.
Totally eight trenches were laid out. They have yielded
number of excellent artefacts that testify to the antiquity
and its commercial contact with the far eastern and far
western countries. The following objects unearthed
from excavation are worth the mention.

1. Black and red ware pottery

2. Square Copper coins of the Pandyas

3. N.B.P. Ware pottery

4. Inscribed potsherds

5. Rouletted ware pottery

6. Stamped pottery ;‘

7. ‘Dice, bearing symbols similar to Harappan
symbols

8. Die of a horse

9. Semi precious stone beads
10. Amphorae pieces

11, Cups with the base having protrusion at
the centre and leaf motifs in the interior
~ side
12. Shell bangles.

~ The black a‘nd:‘re:d'were. sherds are datable to the
fourth-third century B.c. " They were of fine fabric,
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occurred in the lower most level datable to 400 B.C. on
the basis of carbon C 14 analysis.

The square copper coin of the Pandyas could be
datable to the fourth century B.c. on comparative basis
of the coins of the Greeks. The first coin on the obverse
bears an elephant and some auspicious symbols and cn
the reverse the figure of "a stylished fish, the royal
emblem of Pandyas. The second coin bears the figure
of a bull on the obverse with a turf in front of its head,
and the figure of fish on the reverse. This coin is very
interesting since the figure of the bull seems to beé quite
similar to the figure of the bull found on Harappan
seals.

" The N.B.P. ware is an indicator of the trade contact
which Tamilnadu had with the Gangetic region during
fourth-third century B.C.

Another interesting feature of this site is the cccur-
rence of inscribed potsherds. The sherds of black and
red ware, Rouletted ware and Redware bear the script
of archiac Tamil characters, written: on the shoulder
portion of the vessels. Most of them indicate the name
of the persons who seem to be the owners of these
vessels. Inscriptions are made after firing the pottery.
In one case the inscription appears to have been executed
before firing. Another sherd bears the letters with
decorations. On the basis of the stratification these
sherds could be assigned from third century B.C. to
second century A.D.

" As far as rouletted sherds are concerned, they occur
in large quantity at this site. ‘O'n the basis of the texture,
clay and rouletts used, Df. Vimala Begley, is of the
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opinion that these could be ;dated upto fourth century.
A.D.?* Though Arikamedu had also, yielded a consider-
able number of rouletted sherds, they are in grey colour
with black burnishing. %. Contrary. to this, we get a large
number -of rouletted ware burnished in red colour.at
Alagankulam. Dr. Vimala Begley has assigned to_the
second: half of the secorid century B.C, to the Ankamcdu
rouletted ware. -l : ;

_ Another 1nterest1ng pottery 1s the stamped pottery
bearlng the figure of peacock; horseman and fish. " Drx
Yimala Begley feels that these ‘are ~1mported ware;
datable to the first’ century B,C. , There is another ware
that is also considered to be an imported one, is the
cup having flaring rims with wide mouth. These have
base with.the protrusion at:the centre. . Some of the
bases of this ware have leaf motives. also Thése are also
assigned to first century B.C. . SR

-.: Of all the artefacts of this site, a four. sided.dice
bearing. simbols on ‘three .sides.and no figure on-the
fourth :side is a significant one The symbols oni the
three sides are comparable. to the symbols found on:the
Harappan seals. Since these symbols -are found .on a
dice, the symbols could represent the numerals: such as
one, two and three. In the third ‘season of the excava:
tion, an outstanding find, the.die of .a. -horse was found.
It is made of a rouletted sherd. It seems to have been
wsed for making the stamped pottery. As the die. has
sbeen unearthed at-Alagankulam there could. have exrsted
a factory for making stamped pottery.... . = s

©.. +A large number of . semi precious’ stones - and "shell
bangle . pieces .. wefre, collected . from :this site.. . The
occurrence of -large .quantity cof beads:and. shell bangle
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pieces make us to presume that there could have been
factories for producing the. semi-precious storne beads
and shell bangles at Alagankulam and prcbably exported
them to the other parts of the World, especially to the
South east Asian countries.

The Amphorae pieces and the Roman coins are the
evidences for the settlement of Romans at Alagankulam
from the first century B.C. to fifth century A.p. The
Roman coins of Valentine (383-395 A.p.), Theodosius I
(383-393 A.D.) and Arcadius I (395-480 A.p.) are of good
evidences for knowing the commercial transactions
between Tamilnadu and Rome during fourth-fifth
centuries A.D. In the recent excavations also, a few coins
of Roman origin have been collected. They are in a
corroded condition. '

Dr. Vimala Begley, in her recent article; on
“Ceramic evidence for pre-Periplus trade on the Indian
Coasts’”, had concluded that on theé basis of ceramic
evidences, the Coromandal coast traded with the
Mediteranian from about second century B.C. some two
centuries before the time of the Periplus. This trade
route did not interconnect with the ports of the upper
west coast. Even in the second half of the first century
B.Cc. and early first century A.p. if ceramic evidences
can be construed as an indicator, it appears that neither
of the two coasts traded directly with the other despite
the fact that both carried on overseas trade with the
classical world. Present evidence suggest that domestic
trade from the upper west to the south east was not
coastal but inland, no doubt through several inter
connecting routes”."
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From the foregomg narratlon, it is obv1ous that the
eastern coast had commercial contact ‘with the western
countries. Alagankulam which is situated on the eastern
coast might have actively involved in this trade as
is evident from the artefacts found in the excavations.
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OFF SHORE EXPLORATION
AT POOMPUHAR

Tamilnadu has. a long coast line of more than
600 Kms. During the early centuries of the Christian
era Tamilnadu had a number of busy ports. One of
them was Kavirippiimpattinam which is mentioned by
foreign chroniclers as .“Cabaris Emporiam’. . From this
port, ships sailed to far Western as well as far Eastern
countries.

It is from the Sangam literature we could under-
stand that the Yavanas had their settlement at this place.
Pattinappalai, Silapatikaram and Manimékalai give a
good account of the town plan of this city and its busy
activities with local and foreign merchants.

It is also stated in Manimékalai that this great city
was swallowed by the sea, due to the furious act of
Lord Indra as the celebration of Indra festival was
stopped. This could represent that the city had lost its
importance during fourth, fifth century A.p. and became
a small hamlet as could be culled from the Bhakti poems
like Dévaram and Dlvyaprabhandam hymns and the
inscriptions of Chéla period.

In order to find out the cultural aspects of the
city, on shore excavations were carried out by the
Archaeological Survey of India in 1960. These exca-
vations exposed some important structures namely,
a wharf, a Buddha vihara and a water reservoir. Of
these the wharf is dated with the help of C.14 method
to third century B.c. The other structures are datable
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to fourth-fifth century A.p. But these excavations could
not suggest clearly the area submerged under the sea.

Therefore the Tamilnadu State Department of
Archaeology had made an effort to find out portion of
the city that submerged in the sea. It invited Marine
Archaeological branch headed by Dr. S. R. Rao of the
National Institute of Oceanography, Goa, to ccnduct the
geophysical survey off the coast at Poompubar in the
year 1981. In their report of the geophsical survey,
the National Institute of Oceanography stated that
there are a few peaks at a depth of seven to eight
meters. The said peaks are abcut three to four mtr.
‘height. They also advised this department to carryout
an intensive exploration in asscciaticn with them
by engaging the trained divers. Following this
Archaeology department had sent a proposal to
the Government for an intensive exploration. The
Tamilnadu Government was pleased to sanction about
Rs. 10 lakhs in the first phase for this exploration. The
first phase exploration was conducted in the year 1991
and the results were very interesting. During that
exploration some structures in shallow waters and a big
structure about five Km. seaward from the sea shoie
off Kavirippimpattinam were located. A ship wreck
was also discovered about five Km. seaward from the
sea shore. Due to heavy under currents, the divers could
not able to explore for long time. However the size of
this structure was approximately measured. It seems
that the width of the walls of the structure measures
‘more than one mts. The peripheral length of this
‘structure is 30 mts. The gap in between the two wall is
25 mits. The shape of the structure is horse shoe. The
diver Archaeologists have reported tracing a few courses
of stone blocks which need confirmation.
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The shipwreck was intensively explored by the
divers and were able to collect some ingots bearing
the legend W. Blacket on one side and 1791 or 1792
on the other. Therefore it is presumed that this
shipwreck should have occured in the last quarter
of the 18th century. Following the results of this
survey, Tamilnadu Government was pleased to sanc-
tion another 10 lakh rupees for conducting the
second phase of the survey in the year 1992 - 1993,

The second phase of exploration was started in
January - February of 1993. This exploration lasted
for nearly one month from 21-1-1993 to 28-2-1993.
During that season, explorations were carried out in
the inter tidal zone as well as off shore area between
Vanagiri in the south and Nayakankuppam in the
north in water depth of five to seven mtr. More
materials have come to light from the exploration
of the inter tidal zone revealing the presence of
ringwells at Vanagiri and Piampuhar. A brick wall
of the Sangam period was also exposed in a few
metres south of Kannagi statue. The brick size of
this structure is 36x18x6cm. The ring wells and
structures are assignable to second centuiy B.C to
fourth century A.D.

During this second phase exploration in the low
tide area four brick structures were exposed opposite
to the present Kaviri mouth at one metre depth.
The exploration of these structures indicated that
they are disturbed walls 25 mtrs in length and 3.4
mtrs in width. The size of bricks used is 22x13x6 cm.
and the lime mortar served as the binding material.
Provisionally the structural remains are assigned -to
'second century AD. to fourth century A.D
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As a follow up action, deeper waters: off
Piampuhar were explored. Two sites were selected
on the basis of geophysical survey. One was opposite
the present Kaveri mouth near Vanagiri and another
opposite Kadikkadu situated north of Piampuhar.
Airlift operations in seven metre depth revelaed three
‘courses‘ of stone mesonry off Vanagiri. The blocks
vary in size 30x20x5cm. to 65x40x10cm. and
60%35%10 cm. The approximate date of the strctures
can be assertained from associated pottery collected
at both the sites. They are megalithic Black and Red
ware, Redware, Gray ware and Buff ware assignable
to second century B.C. to fourth century A.D.

~ In the third stage of exploration in deeper waters
at 23 mts depth, the U-shaped stone structure was
intensively explored. This feature needs further
investigation before it can be connected with
‘archaeological importance. The shipwreck discovered
in 1991 at a water depth of 19 mts. was explored
further and the wooden planks of the hull were
‘traced. The ship is about 50 mts in length and I5
mts in width. This ship wreck of 1791-92 is assignable
to period IV.

As a result of this season’s exploration it is now
possible to identify three periods of structural
remains of ancient Pimpuhar, the first one above
HWL, the second in one metre depth and the third
in five to seven mt. depth. These evidences are only
indicative of the extensive submergence of the ancient
port settlement. Further work alone will reveal the
full extent of one or more settlements of the third
century B.C. - fourth century A.D. in a vast area extend-
ing from Nayakkankuppam to Tranquebar. ) The
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nature and age of the U-shapped structure in 23 mts.
depth are yet to be ascertained. It is now possible
to confirm that a part of an ancient port-town of
third century B.C. - fourth century A.D. in an area
traditionally known as Pimpuhar has been submerged
and archaeologically significant evidence has been
obtained both for the submergence of the town and
transgression of the sea.! .

The further exploration will provide clues of the
extension and plan of the brick and stone structures
in the sea and land. Present shoreline map is to be
prepared to know the shore migration of the vicinity.
Intensive echosounding and sonar survey may provide
- better features for marine archaeological importance.
The nature- of  foundations and orientations of the
structures can be assessed by extensive airlifting.
Further on shore explorations may focus more light
in constructing the chronologlcal history of Pumpuhar
(based on the archaeologlcal findings.

1. Report submitted by the Marine Archaeology Centre, N.1.O.
April, 1993, pp. 8-9.
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FOUR COPPER PLATES OF TENKASI

The copper plates edited below were in the
possession of Thiru P Munisamy Naidu of Tenkasi.
He willingly placed these plates for acquisition by
the Tamilnadu State Department of Archaeology on
compensation.  Thereupon Thiru C. Chandravanan,
Curator of Kutralam Museum and Thiru V. Vedachalam
of Thirumalai Nayakar Mahal Museum were deputed
to examine them and sent a report. They made ink
impressions of these plates’. On examination of the
details of the copper plates, they were acquired by
the State Department of Archaeology.

Of the four, three are written in Tamil script
‘and Tamil language while the fourth cne is in Telugu
script and Telugu language. AN the plates are
rectangular in shape. The copper plate in Telugu
script is smallet in size than the other three. The
three bigger plates have a semi circle portion at the
top of them, with a hole in the middle to secure
the plates by a ring.

The first plate describes the holy episode known
as Valaivisupuranam in the beginning and records
the gift made by Sivanpadavar i.e. fisherman. In
Valaivisupurdnam, Siva is depicted as a fisherman.
Hence it appears that the person who composed the
matter for this copper plate seems to have chosen
this story of Valaivisupuranam, while mentioning the
gifts made by Sivanpadavar i.e. fisherman. This
copper plate is said to have written in the presence
of Kasikanda Parakrama Raja (one who established
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Thenkasi) during the period of Sriperumal, Alagan-
perumal Irantha Kalam edutta Sri Vallabbha Varaguna-
rayapandya Kulasékhara Rama Déva Dikshidar. It is
also mentioned that this plate was issued to Guru-
mahasami of Visvésvara Abhishéka mutt of Tenkasi
who had hailed from the family of Sivanthapadam
Urudaiya Désikar, probably in 1753 A.D.

The beginning of the second copper plate is
written in Sanskrit language and in grantha characters.
It was issued by the shepherds during the period
of Parakrama Pandya. Since it-was an endowment
made by shepherds, an account of the mythical
ancestors of the Ayars, namely Sridharan, Nanthan,
Anayan, Idaikkadar, a Saiva saint, is given. It further
states that Angalammai (Angavai) the daughter of the:
celebrated Pari one of the seven philanthrophists.
was married to a Malayaman king of Tirukéilar
who also belonged to the shepherd caste. The king
of Thirukkoilir is mentioned in this plate as
“Arasappakon’. This is the first reference we have
about the name of a Malayaman king who married
Angavai, the daughter of Pari. The traditional and
legandary Pandya kings are described as follows:
“those who enjoyed the treasuries of Korkai; an
important port city of the Pandya; those who worn
garland of Margosa flowers; those who established
the early middle and last Sangams (i.e.) Tamil Academy
for Chokkanayanar (Siva), who pleased to make 64
exploits™.

The historical kings like Varutunga Pandyan, who
had composed Brahméndra kandam, Karuvai Anthathi,
Karuvai Venba (Karivalamvantha Nallur Venba) are
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mentioned. Ativeeraramapandian, who wrote Nalan--
kathai, Verri Veérkai and Kasi Kandam, is also
mentioned. This plate was issued during the period
of Sri Vallabha Varaguna Pandian. The date of
Kali era given in this plate seems to be incorrect.
The place wherein the people of shepherd -caste
lived is also given as follows: East of mountains,
west of Channels, South of Kasi and North of
Kanyakumari. The division among the shepherd caste
is found as Pudunattar, Kalakkudiyar, Pasiyar,
Siviyar, Mukunthargal, Kettiyar, Sevvalar etc. The
mention of Kalakkudiyar as one of the divisions of
Ayar caste is interesting, as the chief officials of
early Pandyars namely Jatavarman Sundara Pandya
and Srivallabha are said to have hailed from
Kalakkudi, a village in Pandinadu.

The third copper plate deals with the gift made
by the Vanniyas to Mudaliyar Sannidhanam of Kanchi-
puram Sannidhi madam. In compensation of the
privileges they got from the kings of Kanchipuram and
Madurai. In the introductory part, the origin of
Vanniya is elaborately described. In order to destroy
two Assuras namely Vallan and Valliyan who used
to eat the flesh of the human beings, Lord Siva
stared at his axe (Parasu) resulting the birth of five
heroes wielding bow, sword, axe, Sirusavalam and
Pernsavalam and tied with a bell, in front of him.
At once Goddess Parvathi, seated by the side of
Siva, offered Thirupallittaman (the garland) to these
five heroas, so that they were called as ‘Palli’ and
appointed them as the general of the army; hence-
forth they were called as Padaiyatchi, (one who
commands the army). Then it is narrated that they
fought with the said two demon kings and - killed.
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Having killed two asuras they pleaded with Siva to
get rid of the sins. Siva blessed them and directed
them to go to Sivanthapatham Urudayamudaliyar to
get his blessings. It also states how they got different
epithets by quoting different incidents. For example,
they are said to have ridden on a horse made of
molten copper to -prove that they had originated
from Agnikulam.

The last plate! which is written in Telugu script
seems to have been issued during the period of
Vijayaraiiga Chokkanatha Nayakan. It refers to the
gift made by Thangasamy Naidu, son of Venkatakrishna
Mahibalan to an individual Bharathi Pandaram son
of Kavirayar (a great poet) of Meélapuliyar. This gift
was made to Bharathi Pandaram for his meritorious
service of singing Vahana Kavi in the Sannidhanams.
of Loganayaki and Thirikdadapathi. The date given
in this plate seems to be not correct. But since it
was written during the period of Vijayaranga
Chokkanatha Nayakkar, it can be assigned to 18th
century A.D.

Though the above four plates furnish very little:
historical information, they are more valuable from
the point of sociological aspect. They trace the origin
of some castes from the Mythical Gods and throw
more light on the social structure during the 18th
century A.D. in Tamilnadu. It is found that the people:
of each caste generally claimed their origin either
from some Gods or from the pious saints. This.
makes us to understand how the caste distinctions.
were so strong and dominent during the 18th
-century A.D. Texts of the copper plates are given below =
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