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The Temple and the City

Gangaikondacholapuram, now in the Udaiyarpalayam taluk of Tiruchi
district, in Tamilnadu, was created as the capital of the Cholas by Rajendra
I, the son and successor of Rajaraja I, the great Chola who conquered a
large area in South India at the beginning of the 11th century A.D. It occu-
pies an important place in the history of India. As the capital of the Cholas
from about 1025 A.D. for about 250 years, the city controlled the affairs of
entire south India, from the Tungabhadra in the north to Ceylon in the
south. The great temple of Siva at this place is nextonly to the great temple
of Tanjore in its monumental nature "nd surpasses it in sculptural quality.
The city was founded by the eminent Chola emperor probably to com-
memorate his victorious march to the Ganges and reflected his personality
throughout the days of its eminence and continues to do so because of its
great temple, though its role as a capital of the south has been forgotten by
its inhabitants. It is now a small village, bounded in the west by the cel-
ebrated Gangaikondan lake, one of the biggest lakes in south India, and by
the river Vadavaru in the east. To the south and the north are fields with a
few hamlets bearing names recalling their associations with the greatness of
the city. Ahighway winding its way through this once great city runs north-
south leading to the Lower Anicut, while another road cuts across the great
lake east-west and connects this village with Jayamkondacholapuram, an-
other Chola foundation about six miles to the west. The lofty tower of the
great prasada could be seen from about a distance of six or seven miles.
Besides the great temple and other ancient relics, inscriptions on the temple
are our primary source of information for reconstructing the history of the
city. Copper plate charters issued by Rajendra and his successors also
give valuable information. A few Tamil literary works like the Thiruvisaippa
of Karuvurdeyvar, the Kalingattup - parani of Jayamkondar, the Muvar Ula
of Ottakkuttar, and the Koil Olugu furnish some data. The Sanskrit work,
the Vikramankadeva Charita of Bilhana on the exploits of Vikramaditya
VI, also throws some light. Records dealing with the Udaiyarpalaiyam
zamin give some valuable information about the temple and the city.
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The City then and now

There is an interesting reference in the Silappadhikaram, a post
Sangam classic, to the foundation of Uraiyur as capital of the Cholas of
the Sangam age. A cock is said to have attacked and chased away an
elephant at Uraiyur. This inspried the Chola king to make Uraiyur his
Metropolis, for he believed that the inhabitants of that place would be
heroic and valourous as the cock. A similar story of a rabbit chasing
away a hound is told of the foundation of Panchalam kurichi, the
capital of Virapanndiya Kattabomman, who defined the British in late
18th century A.D.

If these traditions are of any value, they indicate that a place
which inspired a ruler to attain phenomenal success, was honoured by
being made capital of the ruler, who chereished sentimental attachment
to it. Only thus can we explain for the foundation of
Gangaikondacholapuram, the capital of the imperial Cholas from the
eleventh century. Gangaikondacholapuram was unheard of even as a
village when Rajendra I came to the Chola throne. Tanjavur had been
the Chola capital eversince it had been captured from the Muttaraiya
Chieftains by Vijayalaya, who founded the imperial line of the Cholas
in the middle of ninth century A.D.

Thanjavur served the interests of the Cholas well. It was well
fortified and adorned with palaces and mansions; it was there that
Rajaraja I had built the great temple; it was from there that he had
brought for the first time the entire southern India under one
parasol. Yet within few years of the erection of the great temple and
within few years of his passing, his son, Rajendra shifted his capital to
Gangaikondacholapuram.

Was this Gangaikondacholapuram served strategic purposes
better than Tanjavur (but Tanjavaur had better claims with its
fortification and natural river barriers)? No answer is possible except
for a suggestion that it was probably here that Rajendra resolved to
despatch a military expedition to the Gangetic plain.

The city of Gangaikondacholapuram was probably founded by
Rajendra before his 17th regnal year as it is mentioned in one of his
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inscriptions of that year. Judging from the available literature and the
remains we may conclude that it was an extensive city, carefully planned
and laid in accordance with the architectural treatises to suit the needs
of a capital, rajadhani. The city seems to have had two fortifications,
one inner and the other outer. The outer was probably wider. The
villagers point to a mound running all around the palace as the outer
fortification. Systematic brick robbing has been going on in this place.
It is probable that the outer fortification built of burnt bricks, was
about six to eight feet wide. It consisted of two walls, the intervening
space (the core) being filled with sand. The bricks are fairly large in
size and are made of well burnt clay. A fortification at this place called
Rajendra Cholan Madil ( the fort wall named Rajendra Chola)
evidently after the builder, is mentioned in an inscription. This
fortification might be identical with this outer wall. The inner fortifica-
tion was around the royal palace, probably identical with the Utpadai
vittu madil of the inscriptions.

The royal palace also was built of burnt brick. The ceilings were
covered with flat tiles of small size, laid in a number of courses, in fine
lime mortar. The pillars were probably made of polished wood,
supported on granite bases; a few pillars were probably made of
polished wood, supported on granite bases; a few pillar bases have
survived to this day. Iron nails and clamps have been recovered from
this palace site.

In the reign of Virarajendra, Rajendra's third son, the palace a
Gangai kondacholapuram is referred to as Chola - Keralan Thirumaligai
(Chola Keralan Palace) evidently after one of the titles of Rajendra,
The same inscription mentions a few parts of the palace as adibhumi
(The ground floor), Kilaispana (the eastern portico), and a seat named
Mavali vanadhirajan. Evidently, the palace was multistoried. In an
inscription dated in the 49th year of Kulottunga (1119 A. D) reference
is made to Gangaikondacholamaligai at this place. It is likely that there
were more than one royal building each having its own name.

Besides the neames of the palace and fort walls, the names of a
few roads and streets are preserved in the epigraphs. Two entryways
named Thiruvasal, the eastern gate and the Vembugudi gate,
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evidently the south gate leading to the village Vembugudi situated in
that direction are mentioned. Reference is also found to highways named
after Rajaraja and Rajendra as Rajarajan Peruvali and Rajendran
Peruvali. Other streets mentioned in epigraphs are the ten streets
(Pattu teru), the gateway lane (Thiruvasal Narasam) and the
Suddhamali lane.

Probably in the reign of Kulottunga, the fortifications were
renewed and the city underwent some alterations and additions. An
epigraph refers to the fort wall of Kulottunga Chola
(Kulottungacholan Thirumadil Peruvali Vilangudaiyar
Peruvali and Kulaiyanai pona Peruvali (the highway through which
a short elephant passed by). The strengthening of the fortification and
additions to the city in the reign of Kulottunga [ were probably
necessitated by the uprising which led to the murder of Chola King
Adirajendra, Kulottunga's predecessor.

The epigraphs also refer to the Madhurantaka Vadavaru, now
called the Vadavaru, running about three miles east of the ruined
capital. Madhurantaka Vadavaru evidently named after one of the titles
of Rajendra I, was a source of irrigation to a vast stretch of land
bordering the captial. An irrigation channel called Anaivettuvan
(destroyer of elephants) Kal 1s also mentioned.

There were both wet and dry lands inside the Fort, used for
cultivation and other purposes/ The present positions of the
existing temples throw some light on the lay out of the city. With the
palace as the centre to the city, the great temple, and the other temples
in the city seem to have been erected. Towards the north-east (Isanya)
of the palace is the great temple of Siva. The Siva temple according
to Vastu and Agamic texts should be in the north - east of the city or
village and should face east. Till recent times, the local people say an
image of Vishnu with his consorts was in Situ to the west of the
palace. The temple of Vishnu should be in the west. To the south east
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of the palace is a temple dedication to Aiyanar (Sasta). Obviously
there should have existed other temples as prescribed in traditional
treatises.

A few villages lying mostly to the east of the temple bear names
that recall their association with the original layout of the city. Thus
Viracholapuram, Kollapuram, Meykavalputhur, Vanavanallur,
Virabhogha etc., are of interest.

A number of small tanks and ponds mentioned in inscriptions
and retained in tradition, supplied drinking water to the residents,
besides a number of wells. Most of the Chola kings who succeeded
Rajendra were crowned here. They retained it as their capital,
reoriented and trained the efficient Chola army. This
capital of the most powerful empire in Asia at one time is now
absolutely desolate only the temple of Gangaikondachola survives. To
those who know of the brilliant history of the Chola empire it is a
tragedy.

What caused the destruction of this city? The Pandyas who put
an end to the Chola empire late in the 13th Century, avenging their
earlier defeats at the hands of the Cholas, should have razed the city to
the ground, a misforture that befell on captials in early time. It should
have remained a heap of brick debris, the inhabitants of the nearby
villages pilfering the bricks for their constructions. The people have
also dug systematically deep into the ground and extracted cartloads
of ancient bricks, at four annas per cartload. The residents boast that
within a radius of five miles, no brick kill is needed.
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The Temple
(A) Architecture

The temple of Gangaikondacholisvara is approached through
the northern entrance from the road. The passage passes through the
encloure wall and leads on to the inner court. As one steps in, the great
Vimana arrests the visitor's sight. The Vimana with its recessed
corners and upward movement presents a striking
contrast to the straightsided pyramidal tower of Tanjavur. As it rises
to a height of 160 feet and is shorter than the Tanjavur tower, It is often
described as the feminine counterpart of the Tanjavur temple. The
Vimana is flanked on either side by small temples; the one in the north
now housing the Goddess is fairly well preserved. The small shrine of
Chandikesvara is near the steps in the north. In the north - east are a
shrine housing Durga, a well called lion - well (simhakeni) with a lion
figure guarding its steps and a late mandapa housing the office. Nandi
is in the east facing the main shrine. In the same direction is the ruined
gopura, the entrance tower. The main tower surrounded by little shrines
truly presents the appearance of a great Chakravarti (emperor)
surrounded by chieftains and vassals. The Gangaikondacholapuram
Vimana is undoubtedly a devalaya chakravarti, an emperor among
temples of South India.

The Enclosure

Though the temple of Gangaikondacholapuram follows the plan
of the great temple of Tanjavur in most details it has an
individuality of its own. From the remains it may be seen that it had only
one enclosure wall and a gopura while the Tanjavur temple has two
gopuras and enclosures. The prakara follows the Tanjavur lay - out
in that it had a two storeyed cloister running all around. Only a part of
this has survived in the north. The stones from the other portions were
utilised to build the Lower Anaicut across the Kollidam. The pillars of
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cut stone are severly plain throughout as in Tanjavur. They have no
inscription unlike at Tanjavur. The courtyard is 566'9" in length and
318'6" width and has a transept at the west in line with he main
sanctum. The cloister has a raised platform, 18' in height. At regular
intervals, bases for shrines are noticed. These shrines should have
resembled the prakara shrines of Tanjavur and in all probability housed
the images of the eight directional deities, in their appropriate quarters
as in Tanjavur. However none of the images have survived. Evidently
the prakara has been laid out in the traditional Vastu grid system called
Vastupadavinyasa.

The Gopura

The entrance tower, the superstructure of which has
completely fallen down, is located in the east. It measures about 68' x
46' with a 12' entry way. It followed in pattern the outer gopura of the
Tanjavur temple, with no sculptures on its base except for the
Dvarapalas. The stones from the ruined gopura were removed to
construct the dam mentioned earlier. In the temples of Tanjavur,
Darasuram and Tribhuvanam, there are two gopuras, the outer
being taller than the inner. But in Gangaikondacholapuram there is only
one gopura, at the east. Besides this eastern entrance an entrance is
provided in the northern enclosure, which now serves as the main entry
on account of its proximity to the main road.

Dr. James C. Harle in his excellent work the "Temple
gateways in South India' states that " the gopura of the great temple at
Gangaikondacholapuram (A.D.1030) belongs as far as one can tell in
its present ruined state to the same early phase of
development as the Tanjavur gopuras. It was neither as large or as
complex, however, as the Tajavur gopuras. On plan, the whole
edifice forms a rectanlge approximately 60 feet by 33 feet. Large
dvarapalas were placed on the outer facade. One of them now lies on
the ground in front of the gopura and measures atleast seven feet. The
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unique dvara, as at Tanjavur, is on the outerside of the entryway. The
vestibules have two storeys, divided by a crude and massive
architrave; in the lower, an exposed stair is built against the back wall;
above a doorway in the same wall may have led either to another stair-
way or to a cicumambulatory corridor."

Dr. Harle further states that an early photograph
(photo No. 2452 Indian Museum, Calcutta) shows the three upper
storeys of the gopura, in a dilapidated condition.

A fairly large size bull is found on a pedestal inside the court,
facing the main sanctum. It is made up of fallen stones and stucco. It is
not known whether the original one was monolithic. A
bali pitha is found east of Nandi.

The building to the north of Nandi, called Alankara mandapa,
and now housing the executive office of the temple was in all
probability constructed in the 19th century.

The Simhakeni :

To the north of this mandapa is a circular well with steps
provided at the western end. The entrance of the steps is adorned with
a lion figure which has given the name to the well. According to
tradition Rajendra poured a part of the Ganger water, brought from his
famous expedition, into the well, to sanctify it. An inscription of the lion
sculpture, in 19th century characters, records that it was constructed
by the Zamindar of Udaiyarpalayam.

The Mahishasuramardini Shrine:

To the west of the lion - well is shrine dedicated to the
Goddess, Mahishasuramardini. The shrine is a later structure
(probably built in 14 - 15th Century) and did not from part of the
original layout. It consists of a sanctum preceded by a mandapa. The
Goddess installed in the sanctum is similar to a Durga found at Veerare
istreet, in the same village and is in all likelihood, Chalukyan in origin.
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The Southern Kailasa:

The shrine, south of the main Vimana and called the southern
Kailasa has a sanctum preceded by a mandapa which in turn is fronted
by flights of steps from south and north of which the
basement alone remains. The outer walls of the sanctum and the front
mandapa carry niches, housing images. The niches of the sanctum
carry Dakshinamurthi in the south and Lingodhbhava in the west, while
the niche on the north is empty. The niches on the front mandapa carry
in the south Ganesa, Nataraja, Bhikshatana and Subrahmanya and in
the north, Gauriprasada, Durga, Ardhanari and Bhirava. The inner
sactum of the shrine is now in ruins.

A little to the north - east of this temple is a granite
basement, probably the ruin of a mandapa. It is now called the
Alankara mandapa. To the west of this is a well, probably coeval
with the temple.

To the south - west of the main temple, is a small shrine
dedicated to Ganesa. It has a sanctum preceded by a mandapa. The
sructure could be assigned to the 13th century on stylistic grounds.

The temple of Goddess (Northern Kailasa):

To the north of the main temple is a small shrine now
housing the Goddess, Brhannayaki, the consort of Lord
Gangaikondacholisvara. The temple, as mentioned earlier,
resembles the southern Kailasa in every aspect and 1s called Uttara
Kailasa. It has a sanctum, preceded by a front mandapa, provided
with side - steps. In front of this is a bigger mandapa (mahamandapa),
which is well preserved, unlike its southern counterpart. The niches of
the sanctum and the front mandapa carry the same sculptures as in the
southern Kailasa. Thus Ganesa, Nataraja, Bhikshatana, Subrahmanya,
Dakshinamurthi, Lingodhbhava. Brahma, Bhairava, Ardhanari, Durga,
and Gauriprasada are noticed in order, from the south, while in the
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southern Kailasa, the northern niche of the garbhagrha is empty, a
sculpture of bearded Brahma is noticed in this temple. Two gatekeepers
flank the entrance. In front of the gatekeepers, in the mahamandapa,
are images of Saraswati in the north and Gajalakshmi in the south.
These two Goddesses, Lakshmi and Saraswathi, occupy the same
position in the main temple and also in the great temple of Tanjavur.
They occupy these positions to suit some ritual needs. It is significant
that the mahamandapa has steps to it only on the side. In ancient
times, steps were always provided on the sides and not in front of the
sanctum. The beautiful image of Goddess now enshrined in the
sanctum of this temple should be a later instalation. Originally the
temple should have enshrined a Siva Linga, like the southern Kailasa.
Though separate shrines for Goddesses came to be built in the main
temples only from the reign of Rajendra I, no Devishrine was built
originally in this temple, the present one being clearly a later
institution.

The Chadikesvara Shrine :

The little temple to the north - east of the central shrine
enshrining Chandikeswara, the steward of Siva temple is of
interest. It is an all stone temple built on a raised basement, with a
storeyed superstructure. The sanctum is apprached by side steps.
Inside the sanctum is an image of Chandikesvara, voeval with the
temple. The outer walls of this sanctum have niches on all the three
sides, carrying sculptures of Chandikesvara. He is the principal sub-
sidiary deity in the Siva temples and till about 13th Century A.D. all
transactions relating to the temple were made in his name. Hence a
separate shrine is provided for him in the temple complex. This
shrine is coeval in time with the main temple.

The main temple :

The main temple consists of a sanctum tower called Sri Vimana
or Sri koil, a big rectangular mandapa called the mahamandapa
with an intervening vestibule called mukhamandapa.

53



The Sri Vimana consists of the following parts beginning with the
lowest basement.

f—
.

The basement (upa - pitha)

The base (adhishtana)

The wall (bhitti)

The roof cornice (prastara)

The garland of miniature shrines (hara)
The storeys (tala or bhumi)

The neck (griva)

The crown (sikhara) and

A S AN B T S

The finial (stupi).

According to architectural treatises, basements (#pa-pithas) are
introduced in temples to increase the height of the main tower; to add
to structural stability and to make the temple tower
majestic. That these purposes are magnificently fulfilled by the
basements of both the Tanjavur temple and Gangaikondacholapuram
temple, may be noticed even by a casual visitor not conversant with
architectural principles. Besides the purposes mentioned above, the
basement also provides, a space to walk around the tower. In this
temple, the basement is ornamented with sculptures of lions and leogriffs
with lifted paws.

The main base adhishtana is decorated with will defined courses,
consisting of the lotus moulding adaspadma, and the kumuda
moulding, topped by a frieze of leogriffs and riders. This constitute the
main base, the top of which forms the flooring level of the inner
sanctum.
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That portion of the structure rising above the main base upto the
roof cornice is called ' the wall' (bhitti or kal). 1t is the principal
element that encases the main sanctum and carries on it a number of
niches housing various deities. The wall in this temple is divided into
two horizontal courses by an intervening cornice. The lower and upper
courses have an equal number of niches, on all the three sides except
the front.

On the vertical axis the wall surfaces are well defined by
intervening recesses forming a rectangle in the centre and squares at
the corners. Each is made up of a central niche housing a deity, flanked
by a group of small sculptures which in turn are flanked by pilasters
simulating pillars. Thus each niche housing a deity appears as a
miniature shrine. The recessed walls in the lower courses carry a
vase and pilaster ornamentation, while on the upper courses, there
are small niches housing deities. Thus there are five principal deities
in the lower course and nine deities in the upper course on each side.
Since the mukhamandapa abutts the eastern wall, only one niche is
retained in the lower course. On either side of the eastern wall, the
upper course retains the principal niche at the corners and smaller
niches at the recessed walls.

The sculptures in the lower course, of the Sri Vimana depict
various aspects of Siva and also the subsidiary deities who include
Ganesa, Vishnu, Subrahmanya, Durga, Brahma, and Bhairava,
supplemented by Lakshmi, Saraswati, and Durga in the niches of the
great mandapa. The sculptures were made separately and fitted into
the niches. They are flanked by a group of small sculptures, carved in
situ, illustrating the theme the niche sculpture seeks to represent. The
scultures on the upper courses represent, besides some aspects of Siva,
the guardian deities of the eight quarters.

The roof cornice consists mainly of three parts: (a) the frieze of
dwarfs at the bottom, (b) the cornice forming the outer edge of the
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ceiling roof proper and, (c) the frieze of leogriffs on the top. The
cornice is decorated with plain spade - like ornamentation topped by
the head of a leogriff.

A row of miniature shrines runs around the tower like a garland,
and is called a hara. It consists of square pavilions at the corners,
rectangular pavilions in the middle, with a nest (nida) ornamentation in
between.

Above this rise the main tower, consisting of nine stories
1nclud1ng the ground floor. The upper stories of the main tower carry
the same type of ornamentation, consisting of square and oblong
pavilions except a change; the central wagon - shaped pavilion is flanked
by square ones instead of " the nests", the whole being projected
forward than the rest. This is a change from the Thanjavur tower, which
presents a pyramidal appearance without the central projection.

The neck is provided with four niches in the cardinal
directions and bulls at the corners. The niches are topped by arch - like
embellishment called kirtimukhas.

The globular element on the top called Sikhara is according to
tradition , made of one store weighing many tonnes. But, in fact, itis
made of many pieces of cut stones dressed for the
purpose, as may be seen from the portion where the plaster has fallen
down.

The final, stupi is a metal vase with a lotus-bud design at the
top. Itis gilded with gold and is said to carry an inscription named after
Nallakka - tola - udayar, a Poligar of Udayarpalayam. It is not known
whether the stupi is the original one and probably guilded by the Poligar
or is a new one gifted by him.

The sanctum enshrining the main deity, is encased by an
inner wall. Between the inner wall and the outer, there is an
intervening passage - called sandhara running all around.
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The two walls are joined at the top by a series of corbelling. They are
provided to support the massive super - structure. In the great temple
of Tanjavur, the outer walls have openings in the centre leading into the
intervening passage. Facing the openings are sculptures of deities. The
inner faces of the passage are painted with scenes depicting exploits of
Siva and his devotees. But in the temple of Gangaikondacholapuram,
no painting is noticed in the inner passage. The central opening and
corresponding sculptures, are also not found here.This inner passage
arround the sanctum is also found on the first floor. In Tanjavur temple
the inner wall of this passage carries 108 poses of dancing Siva, of which
83 are fully finished and the rest are in complete. But in
Gangaikondacholapuram no such sculptural representation is noticed.

The inner sanctum, houses a very big Siva Linga, rising to a height
of thriteen feet. It is said to be the biggest Siva Linga
enshrined in a sanctum in any South Indian temple. The entrance to the
sanctum is guarded by massive door-keepers, dvarapalas.

The mandapa immediately preceding the sanctum is
approached by steps leading to it from the north and the south sides
and also from the great mandapa in the east. The entrances are guarded
by big dvarapalas of remarkable beauty. The mandapa is supported
by massive plain and square pillars. The eastern walls flanking the
opening to the great mandapa carry groups of small sculptures
illustrating Saivite themes. The following are the themes thus
represented.

The episode of Ravana travelling in his chariot; shaking the Kailasa
mountain; Siva seated with Uma, pressing the mountain with his toe;
Ravana’s anguish under the weight of the mountain and finally Siva
bestowing boons on Ravana, are depicted in three panels.

The second episode on the same wall depicts Vishnu,
worshipping Siva with 1008 lotus flowers; finding one short he plucks
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his own eye and offers it as a flower; Siva bestows grace on Vishnu.
The panels closer to the entrance depict the marriage of Siva with Uma.
Uma, the daughter Himavan, desirous of marrying Siva, undertakes
austerities and worships Siva; Siva, after testing her steadfastness as a
beautiful youth, marries her; the celestials witness the marriage; Brahma,
the creator offers oblation to the sacrificial fire and Vishnu gives Umain
marriage to Siva.

The east wall close to the entrance of the northern side
depicts the Kiratarjuna scene; Arjuna the Pandava hero performs
austerities to obtain a Pasupata weapon; Siva as a hunter
accompanied by Uma as a huntress, tests Arjuna's devotion; picks
up a quarrel with Arjuna over a kill; Arjuna not knowing the
personality behind the hunter, enters into a duel with him
and is ultimately vanquished; Siva manifesting himself bestows the
weapon. '

At the extreme north of the same side are portrayed two
episodes, one representing Siva quelling the pride of God of death, in
order to protect his devotee and the other representing Saint
Chandikeswara a great devotee of Siva, cutting off the leg of his father,
who distrubed his faith and Siva bestowing grace on both father and
son.

Though these group sculptures are carefully selected, they are
imperfectly finished and lack the beauty and elegance of the sculptures
of the main tower.

The Mahamandapa:

Had the original mahamandapa been preserved, it would have
retained the grandeur of its conception and beauty. But as it is, only the
portion upto the main base is original. The side walls, the pillars and the
ceilings have been reconstructed, probably in the 18th century A.D.
Obviously the superstructure should have crumbled due to neglect and
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vegetation. However a part of the original has servived upto the ceiling
at the western end. From the surviving portion it may be seen, the roof
(prastara) of the mahamandapa was in level with the prastara of the
ground floor (adi bhumi) of the main Vimana. Like the walls of the
main Vimana, a horizontal cornice divides the outer walls of the
mahamandapa into two parts. They carry a series of niches both in the
upper and lower courses. The sculptures of Vidyesvaras, Vasus, Adityas
and other subsidiary deities were probabaly enshrined in them. As
mentioned earlier, the adibhumi of the main Vimana has two floors
inside the sandhara passage, the intervening cornice forming the
intermediate floor level. mahamandapa should have been a two
storeyed pavilion, quite fitting with mahaprasada of the temple. In
view of the tall dvarapalas guarding the entrance to the
mukhamandapa, the central passage should have had only the upper
ceiling without the intermediate flooring. Thus the central passage was
flanked by two storeyed structures, resembling the storeyed cloister of
the enclosure. It is likely that the mahamandapa of Tanjavur was also
originally a two storeyed structure. They would have presented a most
spectacular sight when the deities were taken out in procession through
the mahamandapa.

As it stands today the inner side of the mandapa has a central
passage, leading from the front to the sanctum flanked by two raised
platforms and a passage running around. Two massive dvarapalas are
noticed at the western end guarding the entrance to the
mukhamandapa. A room at the south western corner houses a beautiful
Somaskanda image and a few other bronzes. A few
sculptures and bronzes receiving regular worship are on the
northern platform. The north eastern corner houses an interesting
Solar altar, now worshipped as navagraha (nine planets).

The front entrance to the great mandapa, is again approached by
steps from north and south. The entrance to the mandapa is guarded by
massive dvarapalas. As the flooring of the mandapa is on a high

59



elevation, the steps rise to a considerable height forming a high platform
in the front. It is said that there is a sub - terranian passage with steps
under this platform. Some claim that this passage leads to the royal
palace, while others assert that it leads to the river Kollidam. Yet a third
tradition says that it leads to an underground treasury wherein invaluable
properties belonging to the temple are preserved. None in the living
memory has set foot on this passage for fear of darkness, poisonous gas
and wasps. It is not unlikely that the emplty underground space below
the great mandapa and the space between the steps, were utilised as
store houses.

The original steps leading to the front entrance of the great
mandapa and the raised platform were probably disturbed and rebuilt
as some of the stones built-in haphazardly carry fragmentary
inscriptions of the 13th Century A.D.

(B) Sculpture:

The Sculptures of Gangaikondacholeswaram are known for their
boldness of conception and excellent execution. They present pleasing
and charming faces full of life and rhythm. The images of Saraswathi,
Chandesanugrahamurthi and Nataraja are undoubtedly from the
dextrous hands of a master craftsman who has carved a permanent
place for his creations in the art history of Tamilnad.

The Sculptures on the main Vimana, the great mandapa, and
the other small shrines represent the forms prevalent at that period and
occupy fixed positions to suit the needs of worship, as
enunciated in the Agamic texts. The images in the northern and southern
Kailasa shrines occupy identical position. The main temple, being a
mahaprasada, introduces additional images in its cnihes. An image of
either Lingodhbhava or Vishnu is placed generally in the niche at the
back of the Garbhagrha in Siva temples. In the great Vimana of
Gangaikondacholapuram both are found at the back. Vishnu with his
consorts is seen in the lower niche while Lingodhbhava is shown in the
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upper niche. In some of the temples of the Chola period, Subrahmanaya
is shown here at the back niche, especially when the temple faces west.
An image of Subrahmanya is also shown here at the back of the
Garbhagrha. The image of Chandesanugrahamurti occupying the north
eastern niche is also significant. In Pallava temples like Airavatesvara,
Muktesvara and Matangesvara, all at Kanchi, Chandesanugrahamurti
figures are noticed occupying an identical position.

The upper row of niches in the main Vimana carry
sculptures of dikpalas and eleven Rudras, besides a few well - known
forms of Siva. Of the eight dikpalas the one occupying the northern
quarter is clearly Soma, identified by the halo behind his head. Soma
facing north is found on the third floor of the monolith, Dharmaraja
ratha at Mamallapuram. He is also found in the north on the enclosure
wall of the Kailasanatha temple of Kanchi. Soma distinguished by a
halo behind his head, is always shown as the guardian deity of the north
in Tamilnad, unlike in the north where Kubhera is represented on the
Vimana, though both are held identical in architectural treatises.

It may be seen that besides the images identified, there are eleven
images with four arms in a standing posture. The dikpalas are
secondary deities called avarana devatas receiving daily
worship. Besides the dikpalas the eleven Rudras (Ekadasa Rudras),
the twelve Adityas, the eight Vasus, the eight Vidyesvaras, the eight
murthis (ashtamurthis) and some other deities are also daily
worshipped. According to Agamic texts the eleven Rudras should be
shown standing with four arms, holding parasu and mrga in the upper
arms, while the lower ones should be in the abhaya and varada poses.
Evidently the eleven images on the Vimana at Gangaikondacholapuram
represent the eleven Rudras. The names of the eleven Rudras as given
in texts are Sadyojata, Vamadeva, Aghora, Tatpurusha, Isana,
Mrtyunjaya, Vijaya, Kiranaksha, Aghorastra, Srikanta and Mahadeva.

The great mandapas at Tanjavur and Gangai
kondacholapuram carry a number of niches adorned with
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sculptures. In the Kailasanatha temple of Kanchi images of Lakshmi,
Saraswathi, Durga and Jyeshta are found in the mandapa.
According to Mayamatha, the well - known South - India text on
architecture, these four forms of Goddesses are to be placed
outside the Brahmasthana, the place occupied by the main Vimana.
In Tanjavur and Gangaikondacholapuram Lakshmi, Saraswathi and
Durga are found in identical niches on the walls of the great pavilion.
Evidently they are enshrined in these niches to fulfil rityal needs. Some
of the sculptures in standing posture found on the mahamandapa have
not so far been identified. It is likely they also represent the secondary
deities. A series of sculptures at Tanjavur are shown wth two arms,
holding a sword and a shield. They are probably the eight Vasus,
described in Agamic texts. Unfortunately the great mandapa at the
Gangaikondacholapuram has fallen down and undergone repairs. The
majority of the niches are disturbed and are no more in existence. Some
othe loose sculptures preserved in the enclosure may belong to this

group.

The representation of the guardian deities on the Vimana, the
sculpture placement in the niches of the Vimana and the
presence of Sarawathi, Lakshmi and Durga in the niches of the
mahamandapa show that the builders had architectural treatises
before them. '

The following is the sculpture placement in the lower niches of
the main Vimana.

East - Wall (South side) :

Kankaladhara : Six armed standing figure in tribhanga pose.
The upper right arm holds a snake: the middle one feeds the mrga and
the lower one playing on udukkai is broken. The upper left arm holds a
trident across the back with a chowri hanging; the middle one is placed
on the head of a dwarf standing by the side and the bottom holding the
udukkai is broken. Pair of sandals adorn the feet. The plaster and painting
on the figure belong to a later period.
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On the wall to the right of Siva are shown Surya on top;
Bhutaganas in the middle and wives of sages at the bottom. The wall to
the left of Siva carries Chandra on top, ganas in the middle and wives
of sages at the bottom.

The makara torana above this niche carries a bas - relief of
Umamahesvara in the middle.

South - Wall :

Ganesa: Ganesa, dancing with four arms; upper right arm holds
aparasu; the lower right holds the broken tusk; the upper left armis
lifted up; the lower left arm holds a fruit. The right leg is lifted up in
rhythmic stance. Surya and Chandra, ganas and bhutas are shown on
the sidewalls. Below the feet are shown three ganas, playing maddala,
cymbals and conch. The Centre of the forana carries a faint carving. It
represents a seated tiger, two fish and a bow which was the royal
insignia of Rajendrachola.

Ardhanari : A standing figure in Tribhanga pose with three arms;
two to the right and one to the left; The upper right holds a parasu,
while the lower right rests on the head of a bull standing besides it. The
only left carries a full blown flower, probably nilotpala. A parrot seated
on the arm is seen pecking the pollen. The right side of the head is
adorned with ajatamakuta and the left with a kesabandha. A lion
pendant in the right ear and a roll pendant in the left are seen. A parason
above and one fly whisk on either side are shown. The breast is shown
pronouncedly on the left emphasizing the feminine aspect. The left leg
wears a sari extending upto the knee. The right leg wears bringipada.

No sculpture is represented on the side walls. The middle of the
makara torana carries wavy lines. This figure of Ardhanari is
particularly charming with a captivating smile on its face. The
artist has been able to bring forth masculine firmness and feminine
tenderness in the same face.
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Dakshinamurthi : The original figure of Dakshinamurthi that
should have adorned this niche seems to have been lost. The present
one is a late figure that could be assigned 13th Century A.D. It is
disproportionate to the niche and is dwarfish. It is similiar to the
sculptures of the period seated on a mountain with four arms. The
upper right arm holds a rosary of beads. The lower right is in a teaching
posture; the upper left holds fire and the lower, a book. The right leg is
planted on the back of a lying dwarf; he left is bent and placed on the
right knee. One of the image of stage, wearing kundala ear ornaments
seems to be original. The side walls have four rows of miniature
sculptures. East - wall two sages and two ganas; five women in second
row; six ganas in third row and four sages in the fourth row. West wall:
first row, Agastya, two devas and Surya; second row, devas; third row
devas and sages; and two devotees in the fourth row.

Harahari: Four armed figure standing erect in samabhanga
pose. The right of the figure represent Hara and the left Hari. This
figure is generally called Harihara, but the Saivite Agamas designate
this figure as Harahari. The upper right arm of the figure holds the axe
and the lower right in boon bestowing (abhaya) pose; the upper left
arm holds a conch and the lower arm is on the thigh. The dukula, the
lower garment on the left is shown upto the knee while the one on the
right represents the skin shown above the knee. No sculptures are
shown on the side walls. A lotus is shown above the niche.

Adavallar: (Nataraja) : A delightful figure of four armed
dancing Siva, holding kettle drum in the upper right arm and boon
bestowing palm on the lower right. The upper left carries fire and the
lower left is thrown across the body in gajahasta. The matted locks
are flying in thythm on either side. On the right is shown Ganga. By the
left side of the leg is shown an eight armed dancing Kali, carrying drum,
sword, trident, abhaya, dandahasta etc. A three legged figure,
probably representing Kuli seen on the right. Below the feet is shown
woman-saint Karaikal Ammai, who on account of her devotion, was
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endowed this priviledged position of being seated below the seat of the
Lord, singing his Greatness. Three Ganas are also shown playing sym-
bols and maddala. On the west side wall is shown Surya on top.
Subrahmanya seated on peacock is shown flying towards the Lord
while Ganapati moves equally briskly on his rat. Futher down is four
armed Nandikesvara playing maddala. Chandra is shown on the top
on the sid~ wail to the east. Two armed Goddess Parvati is leaning on
amaj estlcally looking bull She holds a lotus in her right arm.

West -Wall :

Gangadhara: Four armed standing figure of Siva, embracing
Parvati standing by his side. The upper right arm of Siva
receives the falling Ganga in his matted lock; the lower right
moves gently around Parvati. The upper left holds mrga; the
left is placed on the thigh. The right arm of the Devi is placed
on the thigh while the left is bent. Three rows of miniature
suclptures are noticed on the side walls. Surya is shown on top
of the wall right of Siva; Devas are in the middle and two
devotees at the bottom. The left wall carries Chandra at the
top, devotees in the middle and Bhagiratha doing penance at
the bottom. It is significant that the back wall (west wall) at the
Kailasanatha temple of Kanchi carries a Gangadhara in a
seperate cell - shrine.

Lingodhbhava : Four armed standing figure of Lingodhbhava
emanating from the shaft of fire. The riht upper arm holds axe and the
lower is in the abhaya pose; the left upper holds antelope and the
lower is placed on the thigh. The leg below the ankle is hidden. A
garland of flowers is shown around the Linga portion at the top. Vishnu
as a boar is shown at the bottom in an outline. Brahma as swan is not
represented.

65



Mahavishnu: Four armed standing figure of Vishnu holding
discuss and the abhaya pose in the right arms and conch and hand-on-
thigh pose with the left. On his right is shown two armed Sri wearing a
breast - band and on the left is Bhudevi. The side walls show Surya
and Chandra at the top, devas in the middle, and sages at the bottom.

Subhramanya: A delightful figure of four armed Sianding
Subrahmanya, carrying Sakti and Vajra in the upper arms while
holding the lower right in abhaya, and the left on thigh. A prominent
garland of flowers characteristic of Subrahmanya figures is shown at
the root of the crown. The Deva wears channavira.

Vishnu Anugrahamurti: The God and Goddess seated on a
pedestal. Siva four armed, carrying parasu and mrga in the upper
arms; the lower left is placed on the thigh while the right is in the pose of
holding something, probably Chakra. The figure may be taken to
represent Chakradanamurti or Vishnu anugrhamurti. The Devi seated
to the left of Lord holds a lilly in her right arm. A parasol and a pair or
chouries are shown above. Due to weathering, the stone has pealed off
from the figure.

The side wall to the left of the Lord carries an image of Chandra
on top; two devotees in the middle and at the bottom is shown Vishnu
worshipping Siva. The right wall carries Surya at the top and devotees in
the middle. The bottom figures have weathered..

North - Wall:

Kalandhaka: Four armed Siva, destroying Kala, right leg placed
on Kala, and with the left pressing him. The upper right arm holding
parasu (axe) is about to strike; the lower right holds the trident at
ease; the upper left holds a mrga and the lower left points to Kala.
Kala a fairly big figure, is shown struggling under the feet of the lord.
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Side walls carry Surya and Chandra at the top. On one side
there are devotees and on another is shown Markandeya, the
boy - saint worshipping Linga and the God of death dragging him
forcibly with a rope.

Durga: Eight armed standing figure holding discus, arrow, sword
and abhaya with the right arms and conch, bow, sheield and hand-on-
thigh pose with the left. Below her legs is shown a buffalo head,
imperfectly carved. Behind her stands alion.

Brahma: Four armed standing, three headed ( the fourth head at
the back not being visible) and bearded figure of Brahma in erect pose.
Holds sruk and sruva in the upper right arm and a rosary of beads in the
lower right. Holds a bunch of dharpha grass in the upper left and a
kundika in the lower left. He is flanked by two armed Devis. The
Goddess to the right of Brahma, holds a bundle of palm leaves in her left
arm. Evidently she is Saraswathi. The Goddess to the left is obviously
Savitri, as Brahma is called Savitripati. The side walls carry Surya and
Chandra and Devas and Sages.

Bhairava: Eight armed standing nude figure, wearing a garland
of skulls. A big snake coils around the thighs; round ball - like eyes,
protruding teeth, flame like hairs; holding a trident parasu, sword and
noose in the right arm; and with left fire, kapala, khatvanga and bell.
Behind the figure is shown an imperfectly carved hound.

Kamantaka: Four armed seated figure; right upper arm holding
arosary of beads and the lower arm pointing down. The left upper arm
holds a chowri and lower is placed on thigh. The head dress is delighfully
treated and has a distinctiveness of its own.

. The side wall to the right carries a figure doing penance on top;
below are two devotees. On the left side at the top is shown Manmatha
aiming an arrow at Siva. Two devotees are shown in the middle and at
the bottom are shown Manmatha and Rathi.
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East - Wall (North Side) :

Chandesanugrahamurthi: Siva seated on a throne with four
arms carries axe and antelope in his upper arms; with the lower the
Lord is sen crowning Chandesa with a garland of flowers, a symbol of
affection and stewardship. Chandesa is seen seated in front and with
folded arms reeiving the pride of place bestowed on him by his Lord.
Chandesa is the embodiment of devotion and piety and place he
attained is considered the highest, a devotee of Sivais privileged with.
It is called the Chandisa padam, the abode deliverance. According
to Saiva Siddhanta Siva bestows this grace, in the company of Sakti,
His consort. In the sculpture under reference, Parvati or Uma
Parameswari as she is often described, is seated by the side of Her
Lord. The treatment of ornaments, the portrayal of limbs and affection
with which Siva is seen taking the garland around the head of Chandesa
are suggestive and truely convey the supreme message of Saiva
Siddhanta, the image seeks to depict. In the figure of Chandesa,
Rajendra Chola has carved his own image. Sri C. Sivaramamurthi in
his work ' the Chola temples states that "The most remarkable carving
here, the Chandesanugrahamurti panel, is almost a suggestion of the
laurels won by Rajendra through the grace of Siva and he humbly
presents himself as a devotee of Lord, who blessed Chandesa".

On the side walls is shown the story of Chandesa; Chandesa
worshipping Siva as a Linga; the cows standing by the side; his father
watching the happenings hiding himself behind the branches of a tree;
disturbing Chandesa's worship; purturbed Chandesa throwing his axe
at his father and Siva bestowing grace on both.

Saraswathi: Facing the image of Chandesanugrahamurthi, on
the west wall of the Mahamandapa is another delightful figure of
Saraswathi, the Goddess of knowledge. The Devi is seen seated on a
lotus throne with four arms; holds a rosary of beads and an amrta
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kalasa with the upper arms and palm leaves and teaching pose with
the lower ones; behind her is shown a prabha aureole.

Lakshmi: Correspondingly on the South side of the mahamandapa,
in the west wall is an image of Goddess Lakshmi, seated on a lotus throne
with two arms. The Devi holds lotus flowers in her arms: Unlike Saraswati,
she is seen wearing a breast-band. Above her are shown two elephants
pouring water from golden pots held in their trunks.

Sculptures in the niches of the upper course of the main Vimana.
East -Wall (South side):

1. Suryastanding

2. Bearded Agni (guardian of the south -east)
South -Wall:

3. kalantaka Siva

4. A four armed deity instanding pose

5. Afour armed deity in standing pose

6. Yama (guardian of the south)

7. Dakshinamurti

8. Four armed deity (standing)

9. Four armed deity (standing)

10. Four armed deity (standing)

11. Nrrti (guardian of the south - west)
West -Wall:

12. Bhikshatana

13. Three headed figure
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14.
15.
16.
17.

Four armed deity probably Varuna (Guradian of the west)
Vishnu

Lingodbhava

Brahma

18. Twoarmed deity probably Vaya (Guardian of the North - West)

19.

Four armed deity

20. Four armed deity
North -Wall:

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
217.
28.
29.

Gauriprasada

Four armed deity

Four armed deity

Soma (guardian of the north; distinguished by a halo behind)
Brahma

Four armed deity

Four armed deity, Isana (guardian of the north-east)

Bhu-varaha Vishnu
Subrahmanya

East - Wall (North Side)

30.
31.

Gajasamhara
Chandra

Dvarapalas (Gate Keepers)

There are altogether six pairs of massive, monolithic dvarapalas
guarding the various entrances to the main temple, of which four pairs
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are found in the east. The first pair guard the entrance tower at the east.
They are now fallen down and lie upside down. The second pair is to
be seen at the eastern entrance to the mahamandapa. The entrance
from mahamandapa to the mukhamandapa is guarded by a third
pair while the fourth guard the entrance to the sanctum.The side en-
trances to the mukhamandapa from the south and the north are also
guarded by dvarapalas of exquisite workmanship. These dvarapalas
are a class by themselves.The Agamic texts mention four pairs of
dvarapalas, each to guard a cardinal direction. Their names are given
as under. East : Nandi and Mahakala; South Herambha and Bhringi;
West Durmukha and Pandura and North Sita and Asita. The Vimana
of the Tanjavur temple has four pairs of dvarapalas each guarding a
direction. Evidently they represent the images named above. In the
temple of Gangaikondacholapuram the Vimana does not carry
dvarapalas except in the east. The dvarapalas guarding the entrances
to the garbhahagrha are centainly Nandi and Mahakala. In all
likelihood the dvarapalas guarding the south and north entrances to the
Mukhamandapa are Herambha and Bhringi, Durmukha and Pandura
respectively.

The Solar Altar:

The solar altar called Saura pitha in Agamic texts is in the form of
a full blown lotus on a square pedestal in two tiers. The upper tier
carries eight deities portrayed at eight directions. They are considered
the eight planets, which, including the central lotus representing Surya
(sun) constitute the navagrahas, (nine planets) worshipped by the
Hindus for the bestowal of good fortune and the removal of obstacles.
The lower tier is modelled as a chariot with wheels on either side,
drawn by seven horses. Aruna the Charioteer of Surya is shown drivng
the horses. The seven horses are said to represent the seven days of
the week. The wheels are ornamented with twelve petals, representing
the twelve months of a year. At the corners are seen flying celestials
gandharvas carrying flower garlands.
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The Agamic texts specity the worships of Surya in the form of a
lotu, altar. Evidently this is a representation of Saura pitha, solar altar,
intended for daily worship. This elegant piece is also decidedly a
Chalukyan sculpture, probably brought here as war trophy. In recent
years, it has assumed great significance as a large number of devotees
worship it as Navagraha for the fulfilment of their vows. When the
planet Saturn changes its position once in 27 moths, nearly a million
people offer worship to this altar.

Other Sculptures: Besides the sculptures found on the walls of
the shrines a few loose sculptures are also found in the temple. A few of
them have been colleted and embedded on a platform by the side of
the northern entrance. The following sculptures are found embedded;
Bhikshatna, Lingodbhava, Ganesas, Subramanya, Devi, Virabhadra,
Brahma, Durga, Chandrasekhara, Vrshabhantika, Vinadhara, Surya,
Sage, Dvarapala, three figures of Nataraja, two images of Vinadhara
and four figures probably representing secondary deities. On the south
enclosure wall, near the southern KaiIasa, are found embedded a four
armed standing Ardhanari, a Gajalakshmi and two images of Surya.
By the side of the lion-well, is found an image of Vishnu with Sridevi
standing. By the side of the Solar pitha, in the mahamandapa there
are, animage of eight armed Durga and a Surya. These two images are
in Chalukyan style and probably were brought as trophies.
Sri C. Sivaramamurti in ' the Chola temple' states that the Nandi in the
temple of Goddess in Chalukyan in style.

(C) Bronzes:

There are a few bronzes of remarkable beauty preserved in the
temple. They were probably gifted for worship when the temple was
erected. Of the classical bronzes in the collection, Somaskanda,
Subrahmanya, Durga, Bhogasakti, Adhikaranandi and probably
Vrshabhantika are to be assigned to the period of Rajendra I.
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Bhogasakti: A two armed standing image of Parvati of
arresting beauty is now placed near the sanctum.

Durga: Four armed standing figure in erect (samabhaga) pose;
holds discus and conch in the upper arms and boon - bestowing and
hand-on-thigh poses in the lower arms. The Goddess is shown
wearing a breast-band; buffalo head is not represented below the feet.
Appropriate with its role the figure displays firmness with which the
Goddess struck the demon. The conch and discus are supported by
metal pieces issuing from the back. '

Adhikaranandi: Four armed figure in abhaya pose,
standing on a lotus pedestal. The upper pair of arms hold axe and
antelope; the lower arms in anjali pose hold a garland of flower in
between. This image is particularly a good specimen representing the
theme.

Somaskanda: Quite fitting with great Linga in the sanctum and
the mahaprasada of the temple, the group of Somaskanda in the temple
is fairly big in size and exhibits all the classical qualities of the Chola
age. The group consists of Siva seated majestically on a pedestal with
four arms. A two armed Devi is shown by the side. The original Skanda
image is missing. The figures of Siva and Devi closely resemble the
sculptures of the lower niches of the main Vimana.

The group could be assigned to the period of Rajendra I and
was probably the principal Somaskanda image of the temple. It may
be mentioned that the bronze image of Somaskanda is the main
processional deity, representing the Linga in the sanctum. The
Somaskanda image of Thiruvarur is called Vidi Vitankar and the one
at Tanjavur was called Dakshinameru Vitankar. The Vimana of Tajavur
temple was called Dakshinameru by its builder Rajaraja I. The group
of Somaskanda in the Gangaikondacholapuram temple should have
been the main processional deity of the temple. This the biggest group
of Somaskanda image of the imperial Chola period now known to
exist.
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Subrahmanya: By far the bes bronze in the collection of the
temple is the Subrahmanya image variously called Karthikeya,
Devasenapathi and Muruga. The image about 3 1/2'in height is shown
with four arms standing on a lotus seat. Unlike the
conventional lotus pedestals seen in most of the bronze images, the
present one is realistically treated. The protrution at the
bottom was probably to slide the image into a bigger pedestal which is
now missing. The right upper arm holds sakti, the top of which is
broken; the lower right holds a sword of which only the handle now
remains, the blade is lost; the left upper arm holds a cock and the lower
left holds a shield. The figure is elegantly proportioned and delightfully
adorned with ornaments. The vigourous poise and the charming
smiling face are suggestive of youth and beauty. Subrahmanya as Muruga
is adored as the embodiment of youth, beauty and knowledge. Muruga
is the darling of the Tamil country. His exploits are celebrated in Tamil
literature; Subrahmanya is a War God, Devasenapathi the greatest
commander-in-chief of the celestials. Rajendra I was the greatest
commander, the Tamil country ever saw It is of interest to note that this
great hero has chosen Subrahmanya as his favourite deity. The sword,
sakti, and the shield in the hands of the image symbolise Subrahmanya's
martial quality while the cock stands for the final victory.

Vrshavahana: Four armed image of Siva standing cross legged.
The lower right arm is bent and placed on the head of a bull which is
missing. The tall head dress, a Jatamakuta is somewhat
disproportionate.
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Epigraphs

Twelve inscriptions and a few fragments have been noticed so far
on the temple. An inscription of Virarajendra Chola, the third son of
Rajendra - 1 is the earliest and lengthiest running to about 216 lines. It
relates to gifts of lands in a number of villages in the chola empire, the
proceeds from which were to be utilised for worship and mainenance of
the temple. The accuracy with which the boundaries and measurements of
the lands are recorded, the taxes from which the lands were exempted, the
crops that were raised in the lands, the total quantity of grains to be mea-
sured out to the temple by each village, the names of the officers who
drafted the endowment, the names of those who compared the drafting,
the names of those who entered them in registers etc., recorded in detail in
this epigraph, show the efficiency and throughness of Chola administration.

These gifts were ordered by Virarajendra while he was in the
royal palace at Kanchipuram in his fifth regnal year. Though this is a
single record, it relates to more than six order of the king. The epigraph
records that the order would take effect from the regnal years of
Rajendra - I and Rajadhiraja -1. The earliest regnal year of Rajendra
from which an order was to take effect, is mentioned as the 23rd.
Evidently the temple was completed and consecrated before that
(1035 A.D). It is likely that Rajendra, the builder of the temple, himself
made these gifts. Probably they had not been recorded and Virarajendra
ordered them to be entered in the proper registers. There are two
orders, that took effect from the 26th and 30th years respectively of
Rajadhiraja - I, the son and successor of Rajendra. Evidently, some
gifts were made in the reign of Rajadhiraja as well. From the records it
is seen that more than one hundred and ten thousand bags of paddy
were to be measured out to the temple every year by the villages
mention in epigraphs.
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A careful study of the inscription reveals that most of the lands and
proceeds recorded in this inscriptions are also recorded in the Tanjavur
inscriptions of Rajaraja as gifts to the great temple of Tanjavur. Itis strange
that most of the lands gifted to Tanjavur temple by Rajaraja should have
been transferred to the temple of Gangaikondacholapuram by his son
within twenty five years of the original gift.

The inscription is of great value. It mentions the names of the
various divisions and sub - divisions of the Chola empire. It also gives a
long list of officers who were in charge of the adminstration in the reign of
Virarajendra. A certain Pallavaraiyan is mentioned as the Thirumandira
Olai (royal secretary) of Virarajendra. He received orders verbally from
the king and drafted them. The orders were scrutinised and approved by
three senior secretaries (Thirumandira Olainayagam) whose names
are recorded as Vanadhirajan, Madhurantaka Brahmadhirajan and
Pallavarayan. '

The inscription is of interest from another angle. In listing the villages
gifted it gives the names of various temple, tanks, colonies, irrigation
channels; cremation grounds etc., in each village, thus frunishing details for a
study of the contemporary history of these villages.

The name of the temple according to this inscription is
Gangaikonda Cholisvaram. Rajendra is referred to as the father, the
victor of Purvadesa, Gangai and Kadaram (Purvadesamum
Gangaiyum, Kadaramum Kondarulina Ayyar). Rajadhiraja is
referred to as the elder brother, the victor of Kalyanapura and Kollapura
who laid down his life while seated on an elephant (sswrsmrygepi
famTyrld Oamer(F HmarGue giehdlear Sairswren) The mscrlptlon
also details the victories gained by Virarajendra.

Another inscription of interest is a fragment found on the front
steps of the great mandapa. It mentions Vanavanmahadevi and
Ammangadevi. Vanavanmahadevi was the name of Rajendra's mother
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(Rajaraja’'s Wife). One of Rajendra's queens was also named
Vanavanmahadevi. It is not known who is referred to in this
inscription; but in all likelyhood it refers to Rajendra's queen.
Ammangadevi, the other, was one of the daughters of Rajendra - L.
She was given in marriage to the Eastern Chalukya rules Rajaraja
Narendra. Their son was the celebrated Kulottunga - 1.

The next king represented in the inscription is Kulottunga - 1
(1070 - 1120). A record of his dated in 49th regnal year does not
pertain to this temple but relates to the gift of a village Sungam thavirtha
Cholanallur, as a devatana gift, for provisions etc., to the temple of
Rajendra Cholisvara in Pttalimada. Probably this temple was built in
the reign of Rajendra - I and was named after him. The inscription
states that worship in the temple was stopped as sufficient provisions
were not available. Kulottunga made the gift tax free and arranged for
regular worship. A certain ascetic Aryadevan is mentioned in this
inscription. The epigraph also records that the order of the king was
issued when he was seated on a throne, at the eastern porch in the
ground floor of Gangaikondacholamaligai in Gangaikondacholapuram.

The last Chola king represented in inscriptions is Kulottunga - I1.
His inscriptions are in fragments and found by the side of the steps to the
eastern entrance to the great mandapa. They record the victories gained
by Kulottunga and the erection of a victory pillar. From the fragmentary
nature of these inscriptions it may be surmised that a number of other
Cholainscriptions of the temple have been lost. Reference has been made
to the presence of an incomplete inscription of a Gahadawala king,
probably of Madanapala.

The earliest Pandya king to be represented here is Jatavarman
Sundara Pandya, identical with the ruler who uprooted the Chola
emplire. He ascended the throne in 1251. The sole inscription of his
found in this temple is dated in his second regnal year. Evidently the gift
was made when the Pandya emperor captured Gangaikondacholapuram
and paid a visit to the temple. He established a special worship called
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Sundara Pandyan sandhi, after his name to be performed daily. For
this purpose Sundara gifted lands etc., in Gangaikondacholapuram.
The .inscription mentions a number of places, in Gangai
kondacholapuram like the gateway lane, Suddhamali lane, Rajendra
Chola fort wall and Vembugudi gate.

Gangaikondacholapuram is said to lie in ponparappiparru of
Mannaikonda Chola valanadu, a subdivision in Vadakarai Vikrama
Chola Valanadu. .

The next Pandya to be represented is Vikrama who ably
assisted his brother Sundara. His record is dated in his sixth year
(1157). Vikrama like his brother established a special worship in the
temple after his own name as Rajakkalnayakan sandhi for which he
gifted twenty velis of land. The epigraph name two villages
Kulottungacholanallur, and Rajendracholanallur. It also mentions the
boundaries of lands gifted. The river madhrantaka Vadavaru and
irrigation channels called Anaivettuvan kal and Adigai Nayakan vaykal.
A highway called the Rajendra Cholan highway is also referred to in
this inscription.

Two inscriptions of Pandya Maravarman Kulasekhara who
ascended the throne in 1268 A.D. are found engraved on the temple.
The first one dated in his fourth year, records the purchase of lands in
Devaniputtur belonging to a cetain Kumaramangalam Udayan,
Sivatandan. The other inscription which is complete, is dated in
Kulasekhara's fifth regnal year. It records the sale of lands belonging
to a number of individuals to the temples of Gangaikonda cholisvaram.
The epigraph mentions highways named the Kulottunga Cholan fort
all highway; the Vilangudaiyan highway and a highway through which
a short elephant passed.

Twoinscriptions of achieftain, Thiruvengadamudaiyan Ekamranatha
Gangeyan of Vaippur, who was in control of this area are recorded in this
temple. One of the inscriptions gives the Saka date 1385 (1463 A.D).
From the inscription it may be seen that this chieftain probably erected a
mandapa named after himself, Ekamranathan Mandapa. While the
chieftain was seated in a matha of Ekamranatha Mandapa the Mudalis,
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the temple priests, the tanattars (those who looked after the properties of
the temple), the Parikarathar (temple attendants) and a certain Kasmiraraya
(probably a person from Kashmir) assembled before him. The chieftain
bestowed the right (probably on Kasmira - raja) of duties -over
Thirumaligaikuru (maintenance of the enclosure and the right to enjoy
proceeds apportioned for the purpose) for fifteen days in a month and
Lordship over the matha for the other fifteen days of the month. For this
purpose he gifted two house sites in the northern row and two in the
southern row of Rajendra Chola street. A certain Kuhurudaiyan is
mentioned as the Temple accountant. The other inscription of the chieftain
relates to a similar gift. Mention has been made of the inscriptions of
Vijayanagara rulers in the temple.
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