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C. ARANGANAYAGAM - Fort St. George
Minister for Education Madras-600009.

Government of Tamilnadu © 27-12-80

The Government of Tamilnadu, under a special scheme of
publication of unpublished Tamil Manuscripts have come forward
to undertake the printing and publishing of all the available
unpublished Tamil Manuscripts in the State. Necessary funds
towards the publication have been provided for the purpose. It
“is estimated that several hundred unpublished Tamil manuscripts
dealing with native medicines, mathematics, music, fine arts, and
literary compositions of various nature, are lying unpublished in
different Manuscripts Libraries of this State and also in other
parts of the country. Various Manuscript Libraries in the State,
have been approached to make available their unpublished texts
for publication. The authorities of these Manuscripts Libraries
have come forward with interest and enthusiasm to afford
necessary facilities for the same. Eminent Tamil Scholars,
well-versed in the art of editing have been requested to take up
the work of editing. Under the scheme the texts will be critically
edited with suitable foot-notes and brief introductory analysis
both in English and Tamil for the benefit of researchers and
scholars. The selection of manuscripts, copying and editing
have been entrusted to the Tamilnadu State Department of

Archaeology.



So far the texts of 75 manuscripts have been copied and a
anumber of them edited and are made available in printed
form in this series. I am thankful to all the institutions
and scholars who have come forward to join the Government
in this venture. It is only -a beginning and I do hope
that all the available texts will. be in the hands of scholars,
educational institutions and public Libraries, so that the contri-
bution of the Tamils through the centuries in different fields will
be available for the proper understanding and comprehension of
the Tamil Langu§ge, Literature and Culture. |

C. ARANGANAYAGAM
27-12-80.
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INTRODUCTION

- The Muttanandar Kuravanji is one more kuravaiji poem
on the lines of a classical kuravanji. This i1s a complete poem
in 144 verses, in the usual kalippa, kalitturai, viruttam, ahaval,
ver:ba, and taru metres; of these taru is the name given for the
kirttanai form 1n dramas and operas, There are also a few
prose passages interwoven in the text.

The prefatory part of the poem consists of eight verses of
which the first five deal with salutation to the Supreme Being, to
Vinayaka and to the other deities. The substance of the poem
and the name of the book are mentioned in the usual viruttam
metre; of these, the sixth is a long todaiyam offering salutation
to the earlier preceptors 1n the Siddha line; the seventh i1s a
salutation to Sakti, while the last is a mangalam verse, a song of
benediction.

Then follows the next proper. The next is the kattiyak-
karan’s part (stage manager) and it is quite elaborate here. Then
the disciple appears. In the role of the heroine for the poem,
his love-lorn utterances find detailed mention. The usual
heroine’s maid is here replaced by Sirary (mother’s younger sister)
who plays the same role. She goes out and fetches the kuratti,
so that she may tell the hand of the heroine and say if she would
get the love of the hero (here the guru). Then the songs of the
kuratti in the traditional fashion-the glory of the place, of her
own hills, the wonder’s therein, the herbs found there, her own
country and her tribe, and lastly she describes the rewards she
had obtained elsewhere by telling the hands of different persons.
Then she makes arrangements for invoking her favourite deities
to help her in prophesying. She tells the hand of the heroine,
gets appropriate rewards and goes to Atrur.

The Kurava or Singan now arrives on the scene, describing
his own greatness. There is rain, all places are flooded, and the



birds have no place to settle down and rest. Sinnan, the friend.
of Singan arrives and the two spread their nets for ensnaring the
birds. The birds get caught but Singan releases them as they
remind him of his wife, the Singi.

Singan grieves for his absent wife and Sinnan brings her to;
him after a search. There is the usual duet between them where:
he asks her about the various things on her person and she
replies that thcy were all presents she had obtained for her hand-
reading. Then she in turn asks him about the birds he had
caught. He gives an account of the birds he had caught but says
he had distributed them all to the earlier preceptors. Then the
kuratti utters a few verses of benediction. The Siddhar blesses.
the kuratti. She.returns home with the kuravan and the two
live happily. |

This poem, the Muttanandar kuravanji is a Jrnanakkuravan ji..
But it is strange that a small book of kuravanji has been publi-
shed by the Tanjavur Maharajah Serfoji Sarasvati Mahal Manu-
scripts Library with the title, Jianak-kurava’iji; it is not a kura-
vanji at all, but a collection of three shorter poems, which are
more of the nature of a kuluva natakam. All the three separate
poems are called here Jianakkuravariji. The subject matter of the:
three are as follows :

The first 1s called in its invocatory verses, Kumara Sarava-
nak-kuravanii on Kumara enshrined i Tiruchendur. The Kurava
-appears, sings his own praises, and sets about laying the net for
trapping.the bird of True wisdom (Mey-Jnanappal). There is a
duet between the kuravan and the kuratti and the poem ends.
with the kuravan’s success in trapping wisdom. The second is a
very short poem on the same subject, There is no second charac-
ter here; the kuravan ends up by grasping the Siva-bird and him-
self attaining the Brahman-hood. The third one printed in this.
booklet is a shorter version of the mystic Pir ‘Muhammed’s.
‘Jranak-kuravaii ji which is just a duet between the kuravan and
kuratti (Singan and Singi), in mystic language.. Thiscast poem
has-been printed a score-of times as.part.of the Siddha: songs-
the 18 Siddha Jnanakkovai and one fails to understand why an
imperfectly got up version is printed here.



The Jnanakkuravarnji which is being printed now is vastly
different from all the foregoing. Thisis a full kuravanji of the
classical type complete with all the three sections-the appearance
of the heroine, the appearance of the kuratti and her soothsaying
and lastly the union of the kuratti and the kuravan.

This poem is called the Muttanandar Jddanak-kuravanji,
where Muttanandar is the disciple (the heroine of traditional
kuravanji poems) at Atrur. He goes out in search of his guru,
Sadasiva guru (who represents the hero or talaivan of the other
poems). All other activities in the search of the disciple are
depicted as the various activities in the story of the kuravannji
poem. The author has written the poem in the Siddha pattern

of philosophy and in this respect we may consider it asa valuable
addition to the Siddha literature.

Apart from this aspect, the poem gives us many deviations
from_the usual kuravanji pattern. A few are the following:

In verse 10, offering salutation to the great, the author
gives the dasangam (ten insignia of royalty). Here he mentions
the traditional hill, state, garland, banner, horse and
then ignoring the other traditional four such as the elephant,
drum, city and river, has substituted five new elements such as
Jjnana-education, gati-kula (the dynasty which is the goal of soul),
penance and truth as character. We learn here that Sadasiva
guru hailed from Nagai (Nagappattinam). The kuravanji who
appears here is the kuravanji of Kailas.

In the place of the usual pangi (friend or maid) of the hero-
ine, we have here a sitray, an aunt who fetches the kuratti. The
Kuratti who appears is not the usual handsome woman but one
who has mastered Siva-yoga. Her vaasal taru describing the
presence of the guru is very elaborate. Equally elaborate 1s her
description of her hills and the herbs found there; twelve hills are
mentioned. Then a fantastic description of the people (siddhar)
inhabiting the different areas.

The kuravan who appears is the kuravan of Atrur. The in-
troduction of rains here is a novelty. When the birds are ciaught
in the net, they lament their folly in settling on the nets. Singan



(kuravan) distributes to the sages, the birds caught by him! Evi-
dently these sages are non-vegetarians! - While taking out the
birds from the nets, he finds a couple, male and female, and this
probably reminds him of his wife. - He releases the birds!" " Singi
‘questions him regarding the birds caught by him - and he replies
that he had given them away. This is a feature not found else-
where.

The benediction of Singan and Singi at the end is very
elaborate, consisting of six verses. Here the names of all the
18 siddhars are mentioned. B

- This 1s a fine kuravanji poem in the traditional pattern but
striking out a new path. I am happy that this work now sees
the light of print. o

M. ARUNACHALAM
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