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PREFACE

The Tamilnadu State Department of Archaology was formed in
1961 with Thiru T. N. Ramachandran, Joint Director General of Archz-
ology in India, Retired, as Special Officer to organise the Department.
During his tenure of office, Thiru Ramachandran organised the con-
servation and photographic wings in the Department, besides visiting &
number of monuments in the state. A draft bill, the Madras State
Ancient Monuments and Historical Sites and Remains Bill, was prepared by
him and submitted to the Government for legislation in the Madras Legis-
fature. The bill was enacted in December 1966. Thiru T. N. Rama-
chandran retired on 20--7--1965. Later in the same year the post of
Special Officer was redesignated as Director of Archxzology. I was
appointed Director of Archaology in December 1966.

The Department bas undertaken the printing of inscriptions of
Tamilnadu under a phased programme. The activities of the Department
have been enlarged in various fields and at present the Department is
engaged in the following programmes :—

Copying and printing of inscriptions of Tamilnadu.
Conservation of ancient monuments.

Exploration and excavation of ancient sites.
Publication of monographs and guides.

Organising exhibitions and seminars and

I I

Photographing ancient monuments.

The Government constituted an Advisory Board of Archzology for
the State with the following distinguished scholars as members :—

1. Honourable Minister for Education —Chatrman.
2. Secretary to Government, Education Department —Member.
3. The Director of Museums, Madras »
4. Commissioner, Hindu Religious and Charitable

Endowments Department. ’

5. Thiru T. P. Meenakshisundaran, Vice-Chancellor,
Madurai University .



6. Thiru T. V. Mahalingam, Professor of Ancient
History and Archaology, Madras University —Member.

7. Thiru Saw. Ganesan, M. L. C. ) ’s
Thiru T. N. Ramachandran, Madras ' ’

9. The Director of Arch®ology, Government of
Tamilnadu —Member-Secretary.

The Committee met twice between 1967 and 1969 and offered
valuable.suggestions.

In order to . bring to- the. notice of the public the activities of the
Department it has been decided to. publish an annual journal. This is
the first issue of the journal and it carries notes on the activities of the
Department. from: 1961 to 1969. It is in three parts; Part I carries
the report in Tamil and' Part .II in English. Part III carries articles on
monuments, inscriptions, coins and conservation by distinguished scholars.
We record our -grateful thanks to all ‘those who have contributed to the
successful functioning of this department and the publication of this
issue.. Illustrations to the extent possible are included. Book reviews
are included at the end. The publication of the journal will be fulfilling
its purpose if it evokes interest in the art and architecture of Tamilnadu
among the people. '

R. Nagaswamy, M.A.

Director of Archaeology, Govt. of Tamilnadu.
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A dancing secene, Pallava period, 5th-6th cent. a.p.
Tantonriswarar temple, Kanchipuram.
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A dancing scene, Pallava period, 5th-6th cent. A.p.



3. HysE=m S VT sTwd Rhud, B, 9. 56 b grHmen®,
2153 sner Béagit Canuid—sreyPyyod.

A dancing scene, Pallava period, 5th-6th cent. a.p.
swarar temple, Kanchipuram.
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A dancing scene., Pallava period, 5th-6th cent. A.D.
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A dancing scene, Pallava period, 5th-6th eent

T toariswarar temple, Kanchipuram.
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Sculptured panel showing Brahma, Linga, Uma, Subrahmanya

and Narasimha, Pallava period, Munnur, District South Arcot.
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Sculptured panel, showing Brahma, Linga, Uma, Subrahmanya Narasimha,
Sridevi and others, Later Pallava period, Manimangalam, Dist. Chingleput.
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Sridévi, Paandva period. 8th century A.p. Thiruchuli, District Ramnad.
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Bhudeévi, Pindya period, 8th century A.D.
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A dancing scene, Pallava period, 5th-6th cent. a.p
Tantonriswarar temple, Kanchipuram.
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Kiriitarjuna scene, painting on paper, Vegetable colours
Kerala school, 18th cent. A.D.
in a private collection.
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Palace remains of Virapandiya Kattabomman, Panchalankurichi,
District Tirunelveli.
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After conservation.
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Audience hall,

28b. srCwmaads weane UsBér ul ugS; ayfulow PEmEEn @b,

The platform that used to house the throne,
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Passage connecting the audience hall
with Kalyana mandapa.
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Panchalankurichi, District Tirunelveli.
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Remains of Queen’s palace.

30b. wgPari B miews apew 1pmib.

Frontal hase of Queen’s palace,
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Lotus and other designs of Stucco.

32b, wdeuens 1oL LT e L &eT,

LT ehETumIE 5P, BpDpBaual wiraue b,

Pots in various shapes, Panchalankurichi, District Tivunelveli.



2 D

».
T @y i@ B S

33, Foa® genPadr, (Thsna s

wOuF sy, b g ap sawer,

Cannon balls, poreelain plate, bottle pieces, terracotta figures ets
Panchalankurichi.
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Chokkisvara temple, Kanchi, stones numbered and
arranged in order.
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View from South-East; before and after restoration.




I7 a. uep s uTid@n gpewent—Bafore restoration.

37 b, uwpey uriss Fewewi— After restoration
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Before conservation.

39b. wgs uriEEbGur g,
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Dolmen, before excavation, Manambolil village,
Distriet Coimbatore.

42 b, aspardelenIur g, Feiry b
During excavation, back view
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During execavation.

43 b, g s b, ape S0 Gyid, ¥ HT Wiy ald HeD&S
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The flooring slab and stones laid in square
formation, Manambolil village
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A view of Korkai tank.

44b, Qarhwss @GP _dd yspariiels D 35 sl B ayd
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Foundation of a building found during excavation in Korkai tank.
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46 a. Qsr pensuie Brewsnh @) w&po sen apenid b s Qs b pib

General view of KRK-4 before exeavation, Korkai.

46 b.

Q1 pevn % powrd)aded Brswarid ghaid saw®

Fydsim e s e ey

A brick structure found in KRK 4, Kork

v, Distriet Tirunelveli
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Soakage jars or rings found below the brick
structure in KRK-4,
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Pot-sherds with Damili inscriptions.
2nd-1st Century B.c. Korkai, Distriet Tirunelveli.

18b. @A @ e urla pBaar, @y o Prg @
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Pot-sherds with graffiti marks. Korkai, District Tirunelveli,



19 a. wemsrgdier esniy, slwysrer @B, urla g®,
aph s Gaavig, &Bwew LT o Sp UBS
Handle of a jar. 3 part of a terracotta figurine, a tile, perforated
pot-sherd and a spouted pot-sherd : Korkai
District Tirunelveli.

i) b. @t e gyssr. &DWeN K7 S0 KT, S50 LY L0,
2 4 2 L

alfaruir B Do &, o guiileger o %0 %aaf a0
paduwm, Qar pws, BB piImal e
Cireular and trinvgular dises. terracotta ecar ornaments
glass bead. gamesmen and bone ornaments.

Korkai. District Tirunelveli.
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Bone arrow-heads, Korkai, Distriet Tirunelveli,

50 b. Grillewwrer awlaund, Qv amr Taedar Qs srs,

@

st epavs s & & Ba@nd, &5 HTenn; Q%1 Hews

Ppady wraw

A copper ring, a copper coin of Rijaraja I, iron knives

and a dagger: Korkai, Distriet Tirunelveli
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A view of weapons from Adichanallur graves. 700 B.c.
2nd world Tamil Conference Exhibition.
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Ancient vessels on view; 2nd World Tamil Conference Exhibition

52b. priguw sgewkala eferdgd Lt mmser, 2.m g o wah SO w1 sTH
alwd H0C 9,

Dolls depicting 108 dance poses of Bharata Natya. 2nd World Tamil



53 a. sBPpr® wpswewded, wranydg Dyt savew Hudser,
Qream_nogy o wsssbp wrsr® stviar Hig
s sHsCuTgy a®Ss UL ib.
Thiru. C. N. Annadurai, Hon. Chief Minister of Tamilnadu,
at the exhibition of 2nd world Tamil conference.

53 b. wrampufs stueyt smemp D sywtseyd, B sv, sBawsen
it mepn, Boevereg e wassdp wrHTl B
20Ear . Pulé uemen w syl st sl s sTame,

Thiru. M. Karunanidhi, Hon. Minister, Govt. of Tamilnadu

and Thiru, Saw. Ganesan viewing the old jewellery



S4a. wranyls ywwisisst B wr. apsmerd, stosyi Bm. wmend D,
prawi B, Qor. Q5GP Pudr fg@Cwrmb . sv. sCemadr
ST EEpD (YbysTr wr PR yowleus sTemd.
Hon. Ministers M. Muthuswamy, M. Karunanidhi,
and V. R. Nedunchezhiyan viewing a model of Pumpuhar.

54b. wsrwT, wrPR o mand, T-b grHen® PHusmss san® Csiis .

Model of Makaravaz, based on a sculpture of 7th Cent. A.D.




S4a. wranyls swwisisst B wr. apsmerd, stoeyi Bm. smend D,
prawi B, Qor. Q5GP Pudr fg@Cwrmb . sv. sCemady
ST EEpD ybysTr wr PR yowoeus sTewmd.
Hon. Ministers M. Muthuswamy, M. Karunanidhi,
and V. R. Nedunchezhiyan viewing a model of Pumpuhar.

54b. wsrwT, wrPR o mand, T-b grHyen® PHusmss san® Crds .

Model of Makaravaz, based on a sculpture of 7th Cent. A.D.
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Thirn, V. R. Nedunchezhiyan, Hon. Minister for
Education and Thiru. M, P. Sivagnanam,
visiting the exhibition on Korkai.
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I-Important Discoveries

Stone Sculptures—Pallava period

Dance Panels, Kanchi, District Chingleput. (PL. 1-5)

A few sculptured panels of the early Pallava period are noticed
in the Tantonri Isvara temple at Kanchipuram. This temple is near
the Jvaraharésvara temple and is a modern construction. But on its
walls are embedded panelled sculptures. All of them portray male and
female dancers in animated movements. They hold in their hands a piece
of cloth and balls or bags, made probably of leather. They dance in pairs.
They all wear short undergarments, shown above the knee, like shorts,
with a thick tassel tied round the waist. They are realistically treated,
with each participant shown in varying profiles. The rhythm of the
dances is vividly brought out by the flowing lines and s>upple stances of
the participants. Stylistically, the panels recall the great Amaravati and
Nagarjunakonda sculptures and are to be assigned to the pre-Mahendra
period, begiuning with 600 A.p. If this dating is accepted, they form a
connecting link between the Amaravati and the Pallava traditions.

Sculptured Panels :

A number of sculptures on panels, all small in size, hardly 30 c.m.
in length and 20 c.m. in height, have been noticed in the Tondaiman-
dalam region. The panels portray Brahma, Umamahs$vara, Lakshmi
Narasimha and Subrahmanya, all seated in a row on a common pedes-
tal. Though this is the general grouping, there are some variations. Siva
is always shown as a Linga, with Uma in human form represented by his
side. Lakshmi, wherever shown, is depicted as Srivatsa in her half-human
and half-symbolic form. Besides this group, there is invariably shown an
abstract deity —deity, because it is depicted on a lotus seat—figured like a
split shaft, topped by fire or a palm-like representation. The exact signi-
ficance of this representation is not known. In some panels, in addition
to the group of deities, four standing figures, two representing males and
two females, are shown.



So far such panels have been found in Munnur, Manimangalam,
Tenneri, Madhurantakam, Uttaramerur, Ukkal and Brahmadesam. Two
such panels, though with some variations, have been noticed at Pedda-
mudiyam. (see, “Early Eastern Chalukya Sculptures” by C. Sivaramamurti
and ““ Development of Hindu Iconography ”’ by J. N. Banerjee). Both are
now preserved in the Madras Government Museum. The occurrence of these
sculptures shows the harmonious religious life of the people, for the wor-
shippers adored Brahma, Vishnu, Siva and Subrahmanya with equal devo-
tion. The Pallavas bore the three titles of Parama Mahesvara, Parama
Brahmanya, and Parama Bhagavata, all together. In a number of places
the temples were dedicated to the Trinity. Further study of these panels
will throw more light on the religious beliefs of the period.

Munnur, District South Arcot.

Two panels are preserved in the Adavallésvara temple, one depicting
the Linga and the other Jyeshta. There are five deities inthe Linga
panel, (Pl 6a) depicting Brahma, Siva as Linga, Parvati, Kumars and
Narasimha, in their order, shown seated on a single pedestal, resting
their right legs on the seat and with their left legs hanging down.
Except Siva shown as a Linga, the other deities are shown only
with two arms, keeping the left arm in the dhiyana pose and hold-
ing the right arm in the abhaya pose, as found in the early Pallava
and Pandya sculptures. Narasimha, Kuméara and Brahma are shown
wearing thick yagndpavitas, another characteristic of the early period.
Narasimha is shown -with the face, the ears and the manes resembl-
ing those of alion. The figure of Kumara (Subrahmanya) is disting-
uished by his characteristic head dress, with a garland of flowers
taken around the kirita at its base. This is the representation of
Kantal Kapne referred to in Tamil literature and noticed in Subrahmanya
sculptures of the Pallava and Early Chola periods. Parvati is shown
turned towards her Lord. The Linga is represented as a tall cylindrical
shaft on a square pitha. A small flower is noticed on the champered
head of the Linga. The pitha is a square base with pilasters at its edges.
Brahma is distinguished by his three heads.

The Jysshta panel (Pl 7a) is broken. It carries six figures carved
in a line. The first figure on the right represents a goddess. The
badly worn out condition of the sculpture offers no clue to its
identification except that it represents a feminine figure. The two



figures shown to the left of this deity are human representations of
a couple, probably portraying donors. They are shown in the pose
of adoration (anjali hasta). The next figure with a bovine head and
wielding a club is the son of Jyeshtadevi. Jyeshta is shown next
seated with the right arm in abhaye and the left hanging down.
The last figure, badly worn out, represents Jyeshta’s daughter. The
sculptures may be assigned to the sixth—seventh Century A.p.

Uttaramerur, District Chingleput.

Four panels representing the usual group and one representing
Jyeshta have been found in the village. One group panel and the
Jyéshta panel are found in the temple of Merkatti Amman. Two of the
other three group panels are found in the Durga temple. These are
discussed in detail in the ¢« Uttaramerur, Legends, History and Monu-
ments”’ by Dr. F. Gros and R. Nagaswamy, published by the French
Institute of Indology, Pondicherry.

Brahmadesam, District North Arcot.

This panel is found in a Ganesa temple on the way to the famous
Siva temple in the village. It is so badly worn out that nothing is visible
except the mere outline of group figures.

Manimangalam, District Chingleput.

This panel (Pl. 6b) preserved in the local Siva temple is 59 cmr. long
and 20 cm. wide. The first five figures representing the main deities are
shown seated, while the rest are shown standing. All the main deities are
shown with only two arms each, as in the Munnur panel. Brahma
is shown first, followed by a Linga with a pttha, and the Davi as
Uma. Siva and Uma constitute the Mahssvara concept. Next is
shown Subrahmanya, distinguished by his head dress. To the lefs
of him is shown Vishpu as Narasimha. He can be identified by his
face. The figure shown next to Narasimha with rounded legs and
arms, is the symbolic representation of Sri, as Srivatsa, shown seated
on a lotus. This group of Sri and Narasimha, shown together,
constitutes the Lakshminarasimha concept of the Bhagavata tradition.

Among the standing figures, those in the anjali pose probably
represent portraits of the donors, while the others flanking the por-



traits are feminine figures holding lotuses in their hands. In bet-
ween the main deities and the standing group is shown the abstract
deity.

Madhurantakam, District Chingleput.

The attention of this department was drawn to the existence of
sculptured panels in the Siva temple of Madhurantakam by Mr. David
Sanford of America. Two panels about 30 c¢.m. long and 20 ¢.m. wide are
embedded in the floor of the Chandésvara shrine in the temple. The first
panel may be designated the Siva panel and the other, the Trimurti panel
for convenience.

The Siva panel carries the figure of Siva, shown as a cylinderical
Linga over a yéni pitha. To his left is shown Parvati, two armed and
seated. In between the Linga and the Dévi is shown a standing figure of
Subrahmanya. Thus the three would constitute the Somaskanda group of
the Saiva pantheon. To the left of the Déviis shown Ganesa, seated.
The Trimurti panel is another interesting group. In the panel are
shown three standing figures, a seated image of Jyeshta, flanked by
her associates and followed by two standing devotees. At the end
is shown the abstract symbol usually seen in such panels.

The three standing figures shown at the beginning are of
great interest. The first one is a three headed Brahma. The second
is Vishnu. Above the right arm of Vishnu is shown the Srivatsa
symbol. Thus the two, Srivatsa and Vishnu, constitute the Lakshmi-
narayana group. The .third standing figure is in all probability,
Siva as Ardhanarisvara. A heavy median loop of lower garment is
clearly seen on the right side. 1t is not found on the left side.
Thus the three standing figures stand for the Trimurti concept.

Jyeshta is then shown seated with the usual bovine headed
figure to her right and a kneeling female figure to the left. Two
devotees are then shown one fully and the other half, standing with
their arms in the anjali pose. These are probably the donors of the
panels:: The abstract symbol is then shown on a pedestal.

The two panels from Madhurantakam are notable and show
definite variations from other panels so far noticed in this region.



Siva as Somaskanda with Linga, Skanda, and Pirvati grouped is
unique in this panel. Likewise, figures of Brahma, Lakshminarayana
and Ardhanarisvara are here shown standing, while in all others, they
are shown seated. Further, it is here for the first time, that Siva
is shown as Ardhanari.

The panels are cle:arly of the Pallava period and may be
assigned to the seventh—eighth century A.D.

Kaveripakkam, District North Arcot,

SRIDEVI: In the Siva temple of Kaveripakkam, there is preser-
ved a stone image of Sridévi of the Pallava period. The image resem-
bles Srivatsa, with its arms and legs coiled like a ball. On either
side are seen elephants, one pouring water over Lakshmi and the other
holding a kalasa. The panel may be assigned to the Pallava period,
the eighth century a.D. )

Two dvarapalas of remarkable beauty, assignable to the same
period, are preserved in the same temple. A good number of sculp-
tures of the Pallava period, from a ruined temple in the village,
are now preserved in the Madras Museum. Among them is a sculpture
of Sridévi. '

Kuram, District Chingleput.

SRIDEVI: In the village of Kuram, known for its Pallava associa-
tions, is found a sculptured panel, of Sridevi, resembling the one at Kaveri-
pakkam. Kuram village was of the seventh century layout with temples
erected in the reign of Paramesvara I.

Mangadu, District Chingleput,

The following sculptures are found in the Vishpu temple at Mangadu.

DURGA : Four-armed standing figure of Durga, holding the conch
and the discus in the upper arms and in the abhaya and katihasta pose in
the lower arms. No buffalo head is noticed below the feet. The sculpture
is of sandstone.

éEATED LION: A sandstone figure of a seated lion. probably
the base of a pillar as found at Mamallapuram and Kanchi is found here.



SIVA: A four-armed seated figure of Siva holding the ¢risula and
the parasu in the upper arms and the abhaya and katihasta poses in the
lower arms. The image probably represents Isana, one of the Dikpdlas

LOKAPALAS: Two images of two-armed and seated Lokapalas
are also found in the same temple. Both hold clubs in their right arms.
One of the Lokapalas has three legs.

VISHNU WITH CONSORTS: A seated image of Vishnu with his
consorts inside the sanctum.

GARUDA: An image of a seated Garuda enshrined facing the
deity is one of the finest representation of this deity in the Pallava period.

A battle was fought in Mangadu, between Udayachandra, Nandi-
varman Pallavamalla’s general and the king’s unspecified enemies. The
Udayendiram plates call Mangadu ¢ Chutavana™ a literal translation.

Thirunatharkunru, Gingee, District South Arcot.

JAINA IMAGES (PL. 7 b): Twenty-four images of Jaina ascetics
are carved in two rows on the face of a rock on top of a hillock, Thiru-
natharkunru. All the saints are shown seated cross legged with the arms
held in the dhyana pose. Above the saints are shown the triple parasols
and on either side are shown chouris. Lion motifs are shown below the seat,
indicating the simhasana. There are altogether 24 Thirthankaras arranged
in two rows of twelve each. It is not known whether they represent the
twenty-four Thirthankaras. Parsvanatha isusually shown standing under
a hooded cobra. The sculptures are well proportioned with soft contours
and exhibit yogic stances. They may be assigned to the eigth century
A.D.

An inscription dating back to the fifth-—sixth centuries A.p. is
found on this hillock, recording the supreme sacrifice of a Jaina ascetic
Chandranandi, who died here after 57 days of fasting.

Vadakkalathur, District Tanjavur.

VISHNU (Pl 8a): A sand-stone standing figure of Vishnu with
four arms is in the Vishnu temple. The right arms are broken. The left
lower arm is in the katihasta pose; the emblem in the upper left is broken.



Vishnu wears a high Kirita makuta. A broad wupavita is taken over the
right arm. The lower garment is heavily treated, with heavy median loops.
The feet below the ankle are broken. The image is distinctly a Pallava
work of the eighth century. The sand-stone resembles the stones used
in the Kailasanatha and other Pallava temples of Kanchi. The find spot of
the image near Nagapattinam is of interest. It is well known that during
the reign of the Pallava ruler, Rajasimha, a Buddha Vihara was built at
Nagapattinam by the Chinese, for which approval was given by the Pallava
monarch. That Pallava rule extended upto Nagapattinam is evident from
the above information furnished by the Chinese annals. The presence of
this Pallava Vishnu image of the same period, very near Nagapattinam,
provides confirmation.

Two more images representing Srideévi and Bhudévi image also
made of sand-stone are found in the same place. They are in standing
pose with two arms and are to be assigned to the same age.

Gopurapatti, District Tiruchirapalli.

ALINGANA CHANDRASEKHARA (PL. 8b): A standing figure
of Siva with four arms holding the axe and the antelope in the upper arms.
The lower right arm is placed on the thigh and the left is placed on the
shoulder of Dévi, standing nearby. The deity wears a rudraksha kundala
in the right ear and a patra kundala in the left. Treatment of
the jat@, thick wupavita and broad vastra in the waist suggests an early
date. So does the figure of Davi, standing in tribhanga, with two arms.
The karande makuta of the Dévi also suggests an early date. The figure
may be assigned to the eighth century aA.p. and is probably a late Pallava
figure. The sculpture was in a dilapidated temple in the midst of a field,
near this village. The villagers say that there was an attempt to carry
away the sculpture, which they foiled.

JYESHTA: By the side of the Alinganachandraseékhara figure, is
preserved a sculpture of Jyéshta, also said to belong to the Gopura-
patti village. The two armed Devi, decidedly of the Pallava period, is
shown seated, with a lotus bud in the right arm. The Deévi is shown
wearing a thick garland around her head. The associate figures are not
represented in the sculpture.



DURGA: An eight armed standing figure of Durga, is also pre-
served with the above group. The deity holds the chakra, khadga, arrow
and the abhaya pose in the right arms, and sankha, shield, bow and
the varada pose in the left arms. Behind her is shown a deer. The
sculpture is also to be assigned to the eighth century a.p.

Pandya Sculptures

Rajakkalmangalam, District Thirunelveli.

Rajakkalmangalam, a village in Nanguneri taluk of Tirunelveli
District, lies about three kilometres north of the main road between
Nanguneri and Valliyur. The State Government’s attention was
drawn by the Secretary—General (Academic), the International Associa-
tion of Tamil Research, that a large number of valuable sculptures of
archeeological interest were removed from private lands by some unknown
persons on payment of a nominal sum. The Government of Tamilnadu
directed the District Revenue Officer, Tirunelveli, to enquire into the
matter.

The enquiry revealed that the sculptures were sold by the owners
of the lands to a certain individual who, in turn, had handed them
over to another person. The Revenue Officer requested the Govern-
ment that an archeeologist be deputed to find out- whether any more
interesting sculptures were hidden in the field. The Government directed
this department to investigate the matter further and submit a report.

It was found that the site where the sculptures are scattered is
on the northern side of the village. The place is a raised mound,
indicating the possible presence of remains of a temple that originally
housed the sculptures now lying scattered. There are 46 sculptures,
many badly mutilated. On the ground of style the sculptures may be
assigned to the eighth—ninth century A.p.

Some of the sculptures represent the Saptamatas. Three other
sculptures carry inscriptions on the base. Two are in good condition.
Another is worn out. One inscription reads Satakraiu ” i.e. Indra. An-
other reads «“ Kuja ’, one of the planets. Only the letter, “Ya’, probably
representing Yama is found on a badly damaged sculpture. These epi-
graphs are found on the pedestals of-seated male images. Evidently they



represent the dikpalas and the planets. (Pl. 10, 11) In Pallava temples,
sculptures of dikpalas are noticed, but not planets so far. Representation
of the planets in sculpture, assignable to the eighth century A.p., in the
Pandya country, is important for the study of South Indian religious
art.

Thirucchuli, District -Ramnad.

SRIDEVI AND BHEDEVI (PL 12,13) : Two stone sculptures represen-
ting Sridévi and Bhiidevi, now in the Siva temple at Thirucchuli are of int-
erest. They are placed on either side of a Vishnu image, also of considera-
ble antiquity. Both the goddesses are shown seated on lotus seats and
are four armed a rare feature, as Daevi images are generally shown only
with two arms when represented with their consorts. Both of them are
identical in height and in the treatment of ornaments and draperies.
Both of them hold lotuses in the upper pair of arms and rest the lower
left arm on the thighs. The left leg is rested for both of the figures on
the seat and the right hangs down. One of the figures holds a lotus
flower in the lower right arm, while the other holds the ah@yavarada pose
with the lower right arm. The former probably represents Sridevi, and
the later, Bhidevi. Both the Devis are shown with breast bands. Pen-
dants and little bells fastened to ornamental chains hanging from the
waist are of interest. Since both the figures are bigger than the Vishnu
image, they should have originally belonged to a different group. The
sculptures are elegant pieces and are to be assigned to the eighth century
A.D.

VISHNU : An image of seated Vishnu with four arms, now pre-
served with the above figures in the same village, exhibits the same feel-
ing and treatment, though it is somewhat smaller. It too is to be assig-
ned to the ninth century A.p. The sculpture of Vishnu and the two D&vis,
is a representation of mature Pandya art, distinctly different from the
Chola art of the ninth century A.p.

Muttaraya Sculptures

Sendalai, District Tanjavur.

, NARASIMHA : A seated image of Narasimha, now preserved in
the Siva temple of Sendalai, is an interesting sculpture. It represents
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Lord Narasimha seated in the makarajalila pose. The deity is four armed,
holding his emblems in his upper arms; the lower right is placed on the
thigh and the left rests on the left knee. The dynamism and the firmness
with which the Lord dealt with the demon is vividly brought out in the
face. The sculpture may be assigned to the eighth century A.p. As it
comes from Sendalai, the capital of their chieftains, and as the temple
carries inscriptions of the Muttaraya chiefs, the sculpture may be ascribed
to the Muttaraya reign.

VISHNU : A seated image of Vishnu with four arms, also pre-
served in the above temple, is to be assigned to the eighth century A.p.,
and is probably the work of the Muttaraya period. The image holds the
sankha and the chakra in the upper arms; the lower right arm is held in
the abhaya and the left is placed on the thigh. A thick upavita is shown
on the body. :

Chola Sculptures

Thiruvorriyur, District Chingleput.

DAKSHINAMURTI (PL 14b): A seated image of Siva under
worship in the Siva temple of Thiruvorriyur, now called Gaulisa has evoked
great interest among scholars. The image has been identified as Lakulisa
by some on account of its seated pose and the lower arms. The image is
four armed and wears a high jatamakuta. The ears are adorned with
spatika kundalas. The lower left arm is in the vyakhyana pose while the
left is held across the body as in Buddha images. The upperleft arm holds -
a kapaln ; the right holds a shaft which is identified by some as lakuda,
but, in fact, it is the lower part of the sw#la. The swla portion is broken.
The Déva is shown seated in the padmasana pose, cross legged. The image
represents Dakshinamurti and to be assigned to the period of Rajendra

- Chloa I, when the present central shrine of the temple was built. In fact
in the upper storey of the wvimana of the central shrine, a similar represe-
ntation is noticed on the south side. The image occupies the place of
Dakshinamurti. In this figure the ¢ris@wla is intact. So this figure
represents Dakshinamurti is certain. But its variation in representation
needs explanation. Of the various schools of Saivism, the Kalamukha
school was also prevelant in Tamilnad. .1t was not a wild school, but, like
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the other milder schools, had its own philosophy and code oflife. The text
Sarva Siddhanta Viveka, refers to its philosophy. The Supreme deity,
according to this school, is Mahadéva in his Rudra aspect. He himself
assumes forms like Dakshinamurti.

The devotees of this school worship the Supreme Siva on ashtam?,
sivaratrt and somavara days, to cut asunder their pasa (bondage). The
unity of the individual soul with Siva is called final release, paramoksha.
The devotees are to wear spatike kundalas and rakte chandanas. This
school is also calied by some the Soma Siddhanta school. References to
spatika kundalas and the importance given to Dakshinamurti form are of
interest to the present study. There existed in Thiruvorriyur, a Catura-
nana pandita matha which was managed by a succession of Chaturananas.
One such Chaturanana Pandita was responsible for re-building the central
shrine in stone in the reign of RajéndraI. The Chaturananas are believed
to have belonged to the Kalamukha school of Saivism. The inscriptions in
the same temple refer to the exposition of Somasiddhanta in a mandapa
of the temple. Thus, it is clear the present image is a Dakshinamurti
image, a favourite of followers of Soma Siddhanta. The same figure is
also found on a pillar of the front mandapa in front of the central shrine.
The mandapa is to be assigned to the 13th century and was probably
built by Jatavarman Sundara Pandya. It shows the influence of the Soma
siddhanta school even in the 13th century a.D.

Kalahasti, District Chittoor.

CHATURMUKHALINGA (Pl. 14 a) : An image of Siva as Chatu-
rmukhalinga is now enshrined at Kalahasti. The figure representing Siva
as a Linga, has four faces carved in the cardinal directions. The Linga is
shown as a cylinderical shaft with the figures of Siva shown above the
chest on four sides. The south face depicts the Aghora form of Siva by
portraying the face with protruding teeth. The pitha is elegantly carved.
The image is now housed at the back of the great Siva temple in this
town, on the slopes of a rock. A late stone structure now encases this
image. On the same rock a few yards downwards are carved a few
sculptures of Siva. On grounds of style, the Mukhalinga may be assigned
to the 12th century A.D. It probably belongs to the period of Kulottunga
Chola I.
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Venkunram, District North Arcot.

YAKSHI AMBIKA: A two armed seated figure of Yakshi Ambika
is now under worship in a Jaina temple at Venkunram. The Devi is
holding a flower in the right arm. She rests her left hand on a small stem.
She wears a karanda makuta. There is no breast band. The right leg
hangs down and rests on a recumbent lion. Three standing figures,
two representing males and the other female, are shown. The image is
particularly charming and is to be assigned to the later Chola period,
twelfth century a. D.

Bronzes :

A number of bronze images of great interest have been noticed by
this department. The following deserves special mention.

Vadakkalathur, District Tanjavur.

KALYANASUNDARA (Pl 16,17): An exceptionally beautifull
bronze representing Kalyanasundara, depicting Siva marrying Parvati, is
found in the Siva temple at Vadakkalattur. The image, about 90 c¢m. is
shown standing on a rectangular pedestal. Siva with four arms holds the
parasu in the right arm and an antelope in the left. The lower left arm is
held in the abhaya pose, while the lower right holds the arm of Umz. A
snake is shown at the back of the right shoulder. Siva wearsa high crown
matted locks, adorned with a crescent moon and the daturae flower. The
right ear has an extended lobe while the left wears a patrakundala. The -
necklaces are those usually found in Chola sculptures. The wupavitha,
broad and ribbon-like, is above the left shoulder and the udarabanda is
also shown.

Uma, standing by the side is shown with two arms. The left arm
is slightly bent and the right extended is in the hands of Siva. The Dévi
wears a channavira. This lower garment is simple. The head dress is
particularly intereresting. It is not the usual high crown, but the hair-do
with a twisted knot at the back, very rare in bronzes The upper part of
the body show supple movement and the lower is somewhat flat.

This remarkable group is a landmark in the evolution of bronzes.
The image of Uma closely resembles the portrait sculptures found in the
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Nagésvara temple of Kumbakonam. The image may be assigned to the
second half of the ninth century A.n. It exhibits late Pallava rather than
early Chola forms.

NATARAJA (Pl 18): Nataraja from the same place. The image
of Nataraja is in the familiar Ananda Tandava pose dancing on the back
of a gana with the left leg lifted up. The image is represented with four
arms holding the damaru in the upper right and a cup of fire in the upper
left arm. The lower pair of arms are held in abhaya and Gajahastha pose.
A prabha is shown around the figure. The locks of hair fall at the back.
This image, particularly the face, closely resembles the image of Parvati in
the Kalyanasundara group from the same place.

The image of Nataraja is also to be assigned to the same period.

UMA PARAMESWARI (Pl 19): A two armed Davi standing on
a lotus seat. The right arm is bent and the left hangs down. The Dévi
wears a karandamakuta and channavira on the body. The treatment of
the lower garment is similar to that of Uma in the Kalyanasundara group.
The image is probably the consort of Nataraja, also in the same place.

Dharmapuram Adheenam, District Tanjavur.

DURGA (Pl 20a): A charming bronze of Durga, standing, with
four arms, holding the chakra and sankha in the upper arms and in the
abhaya and katihasta poses in the lower arms. A conical karanda makuta
adorns the head. The Dévi wears a kuchabandha, as noticed in Chdla
sculptures of the 11th century A.n. The figure is well proportioned. The
figure is one of the fine-bronzes of Durga assignable to the 11th century
A.D. The image was exhibited at the second World Tamil Conference at
Madras in 1968.

Melapperumballam, District Tanjavur.

VINADHARA BHIKSHATANA (Pl. 20b): This is particularly
an excellant Bhikshatana bronze standing in tribkanga with a lovely deer
jumping upto his extended right arm and a short and stout gana carrying
a plate on his head, standing to the left of the image. The upper left arm
is in the pose of holding a sula across the body at the back. The other
two arms are in the pose of holding and playing upon a vina which makes
the image the most charming figure of Bhikshatana bronze so far known.



12

The face gracefully bent to the left suggesting that the Lord is fully
engrossed in vinanada. The left leg is placed on the ground while the
right, slightly bent, is suggestive of moving around. The feet have san-
dals. The bronze is unique, since it is dated with the help of an inscrip-
tion. An inscription of the Chola king, Rajadhiraja II, dated in his 12th
year (1178 A.D.) is in the temple. It records the gift of lands for offerings
etc., to the bronze images set up in the temple by a native of Msnmalai
Palaiyaniir in the eighth regnal year of the king. The deity is referred to
as Vattanai Katta Vanda Nayakar. The saint Appar, who lived in the
seventh century A.p., has sung hymns in praise of the Lord of this temple.
One of the verses refers to the form of Bhikshatana and mentions the
figure as carrying Vina and moving around (Qsass0s7@ of&wrwymd
@saeur). Evidently the bronze under reference is based on Saint Appar’s
hymn and is also called Vattanaigal katta Vanda Nayakar, after the term
found in the verse. This is a unique image, dated with the help of inscrip-
tions and is based on the Dévaram hymns. '

KIRATA AND DEVI (PL 21a): A bearded image of Siva as a
Kirata standing on a lotus seat on a square pedestal is preserved in the
Siva temple. The hair is tied as.a knot at the back. There are patraku-
ndalas in the ears. A channavira is seen on the body. The belly is pro-
nounced.” The left arm is raised and is in the pose of holding a bow, while
the right is in the pose of holding an arrow. The lower garment is short.
An anklet is seen on the left leg. Both the feet have foot-wear, indicating
that the image represented is a Kiragta. The accompanying image of
Dévi is a charming figure standing on a lotus seat with two arms. The
right arm.is hanging down, while the left is in the ah@iyavarada pose. The
hairdois in the form of a dammilla knot at the back. The necklaces, arm-
lets, bracelets etc. are in the classical Chola style. Both the Kirata and
the D&vi bronzes are to be assigned to the 12th century A.D.

Nagapattinam, District Tanjavur.

KIRATAMURTI (Pl 21b): A two armed figure of Siva as Kirata
standing on a lotus seat over a bhadrapitha is preserved in Kayarchana
temple. The head is adorned with a spherical top knot. The face has a
pointed beard and upcurved moustache. There are patrakundalas on both
the ears. The left arm is in the pose of holding a bow and the right an
arrow ; a channavira of beads is found on the body. The armlets are also
like the channavira. The belly is shown pronouncedly. A .short piece of
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cloth is shown around the waist extending only upto the middle of ‘the
thigh. The legs and feet are without any ornaments. A comparison
with the figure from Melapperumballam and other Kirata sculpturesin the
Tanjavur and Darasuram temples leave no doubt about its identity as
Kirata. = The bronze is assignable to the Later Chola period, the 13th cen-
tury A.D.

SURYA: A two armed standing figure of Surya, standing on a
lotus seat is in the Siva temple. Both the hands are held in the pose of
holding lotus stalks. A halo is represented at the back, indicating that the
figure represented is Surya. The treatment of dress, ornaments and
mouldings is in the classical Surya style. The bronze may be assigned to
the 11th century A.p.

Virapandi, District Madurai.

CHANDRASEKHARA (PL 22 a): Four-armed standing figure,
holding the axe and the antelope in the upper arms and in the abkayae and
varada poses in the lower pair of arms. The head dress, a jatamakuta,
is tall and adorned with the moon, flower etc. The face bas sharp featu-
res, with a third eye on the forehead. The lower garment is shown just
reaching above the knee and has broad tassels on sides.

NATARAJA (PL 22b): Siva dancing on the back of an apasmara
with four arms. A damaru is held in the upper right and a fire in the left.
The lower right is in the abhaya pose and the left is in the gojahasta pose
thrown across the body. The left leg is lifted up and the right is placed
on the back of a dwarf, shown with his head up. A snake is entwined
around the lower right arm. The jatamakuta is tall. The image is on a
lotus pedestal over a square plate  There is provision for a prabha.

The above images are clearly later than the classical Chola bronzes
and earlier than the Nayak bronzes, which closely resemble contemporary
sculptures in temples. These are Pandya bronzes and are to be assigned
to the 14th century A.D.

SOMASKANDA (Pl. 283 a): A group of Siva, Uma and Skanda.
Siva is seated on a lotus seat.” He is four armed, holding the paradu and
the mrga in the upper arms and the abhaya and varada poses in the lower
arms. The right leg hangs down while the left is on the pedestal. Uma,
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also shown seated, is two armed holding a lilly in the right arm. The
lower left is in the varada pose. The left leg hangs down while the right,
rested on the seat, is supported by a cylinderical pillow at the knee. The
Goddess is shown with the karanda makuta. Skanda, shown in between,
is standing with knees slightly bent. He wears a pointed karandamakuta
and is adorned with the channavira. He is two armed and holds lotuses
in both hands. The whole group is placed on a rectangular pedestal which
has provision for a prabha.

PARVATI (PL 23b): A two armed standing figure of Davi, hold-
ing a lotus in her right arm, while the left hangs down. She wears a tall
karanda makuta. The lower garment reaching the ankle has pronounced
horizontal stripes. Just above the ankle are broad chain-like anklets.
The figure is standing on a lotus seat over a bhadra pitha. The image
probably formed a group with the standing Chandrasskhara from the same
place.

PARVATI (Pl. 23¢): A more elegant image of D&vi than the
above with soft contours and impressive pose. It stands on a lotus
pedestal over a bhadrapitha. The two armed Devi holds a lilly in her
right arm, while her left hangs down. The karandamakuta is short, bu’t is
more prononuced. This image probably formed a group with that of Siva
Nataraja from the same place.

Thiruvanaikkaval, District Tiruchirappalli

GANESA (Pl 24a): The deity preserved in the Siva temple is
shown standing on a lotus seat over a square pedestal. The God is four
armed. The upper right arm is holding the broken tusk and the lower
either represents the varada or the vyakhyana pose. The upper left arm
holds laddukas in a vessel. The lower left is placed on the handle of a
paméu‘ rested on the lotus seat. The ears stand erect; the tusk is turned
to the left and placed on the sweets. A snake coils around the body as
upavita. The belly is pronounced and sags to the left.

This image does not confirm to the forms familiar to the Tamil
artists. Evidently the bronze is modelled on the inspiration of some other
school. A careful study of the modelling, poise, and attributes shows that
it resembles the Ganeda images of the Kalingas found in Bhubanesvar and
other places of Orissa and the Pala school of Bengal. A stone image of
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Gangéa of the Pala school is now worshipped in the Nagsivara temple at
Kumbakonam. On grounds of style the GansaSa bronze in Thiruvanaik-
kaval may be assigned to the beginning of the 12th century A.p.

Two eminent Chola rulers were ruling the Tamil country in the first
quarter of the 12th century a.p. They were Kulottunga I and his son
Vikramachola. Both won signal victories against the Kalinga country.
Kulottunga’s conquest of Kalinga is celebrated in the Kalingattupparani
by Jayamkondar. Vishkapatnam was renamed Kulottunga Chsla patnam,
after Kulottunga’s conquest. As a result of these conquests, both the
countries mutually borrowed art motifs and techniques.

The bronze image of Gans$a now preserved in Thiruvanaikkaval was
probably cast during this period. Though the modelling, attributes etc.,
are clearly in the traditions of the north-eastern school, the technique of
casting is distinctly South Indian. Evidently it shows the skill of the
local artisan, in imbibing the spirit and forms of other schools and excut-
ing it with consumate skill in the indigenous tradtions.

Sadras, District Chingleput

HANUMAN (PL 24b): An excellant image of Haniiman standing
with folded hands is under worship in the Vishnu temple. The hair, finely
combed, has a knot at its end hanging at the back. The tail is taken up
in wavy curls and is placed on the head with the tip curled. The figure is
adorned with ornaments. A long jewelled ornament falling on the knees is
impressive and resembles similar ornaments found in late Hoysala and
early Vijayanagara sculptures. The figure is beautifully proportioned and
has soft contours. The figure is to be assigned to the 15th century A.D.

PAINTING

A painting (Pl. 25) on thick paper in vegetable colours depicting the
Kiratarjuniya story. At the top are shown sages worshipping Siva, who is
bestowing the pasupatastra on Arjuna. A little below is a row of divine
damsels. At the left end, at the top are shown Kirata and Arjuna
fighting with bow and arrow. Parvati, as a huntress, embraces Kirata.
Below this scene is shown Arjuna doing penance under a tree. Arjuna
has a kirita, and has his arms raised up. His hair hangs down. The bow
rests on his left shoulder ; the left leg is raised up; around him are shown



18

divine damsels trying to distirb his penance. In the middle is shown Siva
with Parvati. The standing Siva is shown not in his Kirata aspect, but in
his benign.aspect with four arms, holding the paraéu and the mrga in the
upper arms, and the abhaya and varada poses in the lower arms. To
his left is shown Parvati standing, keeping both the hands on her left waist.
To the left of Parvati is Brahma with four heads. * Arjuna is kneeling in
front with folded hands and receives the pasupatastra; a small gana is
shown in between. To the right of Siva is Vishnu also standing with four
arms. To the right of him is Lakshmi. Above this group are the eight
dikpalas. At the right extreme is shown Siva again, a huge figure standing
as Kirata, crowned, bearded, holding a bow and embracing Parvati
standing in front. The figure is vigorously treated, portraying the strong
nature of the hunter. At the bottom are shown elephants, wild boars etc ,
and a few hunters. A hunter is seen aiming a musket at an elephant while
two others are carrying a wild boar.

The painting, the drapery treatment and the colour scheme are in
the Kerala tradition and are in the Padmanabhapuram style. The paint-
ing is assignable to the 18th century A.p.

Wood carvings

The wood carvings adorning the temple cars of Tamil nadu have
attained fame and a considerable number have been illustrated in various
publications. But a number of intricately carved wooden doors, dating
back to the 15th century, are still to be seen in'a few temples. One such
door from the Siva temple of Nallur is illustrated here (Pl. 15). Such
panelled doors are found in the Siva temple of Madurai, the Vishnu temple
of Alagarkoil, and the Subrahmanya temple of Thirupparankunram.



2 - Epigraphy

The Epigraphical wing of the Archaeological Survey of India, has
been copying inscriptions from various parts of Tamilnadu for the past
eighty years. Over 25,000 inscriptions have been copied so far from
Tamilnadu alone of which the texts of about 6,000 have been printed. The
remaining 20,000 inscriptions are yet to be published. Besides the inscrip-
tions noticed, there are several thousands yet to be copied.

The pioneers in the field copied only select inscriptions in order to
give an outline of Tamil history. It is now necessary to copy all
inscriptions and publish them with a view to write a comprehensive
history.

With this in view, a ten year programme of publication was sub-
mitted to the Government by the Tamil Scholar Thiru. Saw. Ganesan.
According to the scheme,

(a) Village to village survey of inscriptions is to be undertaken.

(b) Epigraphs already copied by the Government Epigraphist are
to be verified and inscriptions so far not noticed are to be copied.

(c) All inscriptions are to be printed village vice.

(d) A small treadle printing unit is to be set up under the depart-
ment for printing.

The Government accepted the proposal and sanctioned the necessary
staff and equipment. On an experiment, the city of Madras was taken up
for survey. It yielded, about 225 inscriptions most of them fragments
hitherto not noticed. Of these about 71 inscriptions were copied from
Triplicane and 88 from Mylapore.

They suggest that some time towards the end of the sixteenth cen-
tury many temples in Mylapore were damaged or destroyed. The Portu-
guese at San Thome may have had something to do with this. Ramaraya,
the Vijayanagar emperor, came to San Thome with an army to prevent
further damage, while Goa was attacked by Vittala Raya, his cousin.
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Many of the inscriptions on the shrine of the goddess in the Sri
Kapali temple belong to the Trisulam temple. One of them records politi-
cal disturbances in the 13th century in the reign of the third Kulottunga.

Three inscriptions have been copied from the Sri Madhavaperumal
temple, in Mylapore. One of them belongs to the reign of Rajadhiraja I,
‘the Chola emperor who ruled in the 11th century. It mentions ¢ Thiru-
validvaramudaiyar . The Validvara temple, also in Mylapore, has been
sung by one of the Tewaram hymners. The inscription testifies to the
existence of this:temple as a:stonebuilt structure in the 11th century.

Another inscription in the Sri Madhavaperumal temple refers to
« Annan Pallavarayan”, a Chola general who defeated the Pandyas and
the Simhalese in the reign of Rajadhiraja II.

In the Sri Valisvara temple itself, the department has copied about
fifteen inscriptions. ‘One of them is of particular interest, for it is dated
in‘the reign of Rajaraja I1, the builder of the great Darasuram temple, in
the 12th century. It refers to Lord Marundandar, an old name of the
Thiruvanmiyur deity.

About twenty inscriptions have been copied in the Viripaksha temple
in Mylapore. One, dated in the 13th regnal year of a Pandya, either Jata-
varman Sundara or Kulagekhara, refers to ¢ Thirupiimpavai Nayanar.”
Pampavai is, of course, the girl whom Sambandar, on his visit to Mylapore,
brought back to life. Though this is not the only inscription to refer to
her (there is one in the San Thome Cathedral), it suggests that there was
a separate shrine, as there is one now, to Pumpavai and Sambandar or to
Pimpavai alone in the Sri Kapali temple.

There is also an inscription in the Virupaksha temple of Devaraya,
the Vijayanagar emperor, in the 15th century.

About twenty inscriptions have been noticed in the Karanisvara
temple. This temple, like those of Virtipaksha and Valisvara, has many
pillars in the style of the 12—13th century.

. From the epigraphs it is also known that in the 12th century a. .,
a certain Panchanadivanan Nilagangaraiyan was a powerful chief ruling
this part of the country.
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Besides, the epigraphs also throw valuable light on new temples
constructed in the city of Madras and the foundation of new colonies etc.
in the city. ‘The inscriptions of Madras city have since been printed.

The Kanyakumari district was taken up next for the survey. The
Thiruvancore Archaeological Department has already copied about 600
inscriptions from this area. The text of 309 inscriptiens have been printed.
The rest have not been printed. The Director of Archaeology, Thiruvan-
core state who was contacted in the matter stated that the condition of
estampages were not good. The survey by this department covered the
entire district. 699 inscriptions were copied altogether from this district.
150 inscriptions have since been printed.

Besides the above this department has also copied some important
inscriptions from other parts of Tamilnad. They are listed below :

Irulappatti, District Dharmapuri. (Pl. 26)

A few hero stone inscriptions were copied by this department from
Dharmapuri District. Thiru P. B. Venkataraman of Turinjipatti, brought
to the notice of this department the existence of these hero stones. Of
the epigraphs copied, two from Irulapatti are of considerable interest not
only for the study of history as they relate to 4—5th century A.D., but
also for the study of the evolution of Tamil and Vatteluttu scripts. An
article on these hero stones appears on part III of this Journal.

1. A hero stone inscription, in Tamil and Vatteluttu characters
of 4th-5th century A.p., records the death of a Bana king, who came to the
aid of the Ganga ruler, against an invading army. The inscription is
dated in the 3rd regnal year of Vinnavarman. A hero is portrayed vigour-
ously attacking his enemy.

2. A hero stone, in Tamil and Vatbeluttu mixed script of 4th-5th
century A.D., records the death of two heroes. The first is mentioned as
Vinnappérasani, the ruler of Vijayamangalam, the son of Ulamuthugan,
the general of Bana King. The second is, Korrannekodan, the general of
Vinnappérasani. Evidently the two heroes lost their life in the battle,
recorded in the previous inscription. The portraits of the heroes are
figured in the stone.
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Navalai, District Dharmapuri.

A hero stone inscription in Vatteluttu script recording the death of
Kotti Unni, when Perumankodal (fort) was captured by Kandavannadhi-
yaraiyar, the ruler of Puramalainadu, in the third regnal year of Sivamara.

Kili ‘Eri-Navalai, District Dharmapuri.

1. A hero stone inscription in Vatteluttu script, records the death
of Pungudi Vadugan, while attacking a horse and probably its rider, at
Vadavallur. A number of nadus, like Koilur nadu, Velalanadu, Kovur
nadu, Eyil nadu, Puramalai nadu and Atiyanur nadu are said to have been
captured. A horse and a hero are portrayed in the stone.

2. A hero stone inscription in Kannada characters of the 9th
century A.D., dated in the 15th regnal year of Vira Nolimbaraja.

Chinnakkoundanpatti, Navalai, District Dharmapuri.

A hero stone found in the fields adjacent to the road, in Kannada
characters of 9th century A.D., seems to record a construction of a tank,
in memory of a hero in the reign of Vira Nolimba.

Thiruvorriyur, District Chingleput.

1. On a pillar supporting Nandi in the temple of Adipurisvara. An
inscription in 9—10th century characters, in the reign of Sharjaraiyar
recording the gift of one Ilavilakku and ninety sheep for burning a perpe-
tual lamp, in the temple of Thiruvorriyur Mahadéva, by one Kondamahga-
d&vi, a queen of Sharjaraiyar and the daughter of Saktivarma Kaduvettip-
perumanadigal.

2. On a pillar supporting Nandi in the same temple. An inscrip-
tion dated in the 3rd regnal year of Ko-RajakeSarivarman, records the
provisions for offerings etec.

3. On a pillar supporting Nandi in the same temple. Records the
gift of ninety sheep, for burning a perpetual lamp in the temple of Thiru-
vorriyur Mahadéva, by a certain Pirantakan Brahmasri Rajan, of Alaiyur,
a Brahmadeya in Vipilaru, in the subdivision of Vadakarai Poygainadu, in
Chola nadu, during the 40th regnal year of Ko-Parakesarivarman, Paran-
taka I.
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Valli Ericchil, District Coimbatore.

The Department has copied ten Vatteluttu and five Tamil inscrip-
tions, not noticed so far, from the temple of Mandhalisvaram at Valli
Ericchil, a village in Dharapuram taluk of Coimbatore district. The .
village seems to have been a place of great importance in the ninth, 10th
and 11th centuries A.D., as is seen from early Chola sculptures represent-
ing the Saptamatrkas, Jeéyshta, Subrahmanya, Vishpu, Gangsa and
other deities found in the compound of the temple.

Of the ten Vatteluttu inscriptions one is recorded in the seventh
regnal year of Ko Kalimurka Vikrama Chola, the first of the Kongu
Chola kings who ascended the throne of South Kongu in 1004 A.p. The
epigraph records the construction of the mukhamandapa in the temple of
Mandhalisvaram. Another Vatteluttu inscription in the same temple
records the construction of a well by a lady, Turanili, wife of a certain
Villian Nilan Vikramadittan, a resident of Viriyam.

Another Vatteluttu inscription copied from the temple is of great
interest, as it refers to the 38th regnal year of Konattan Vira Chola.
The high regnal year of this king suggests that he is a hithterto an un-
known Kongu Chola who ruled South Kongu from 1045 to 1080 A.p. He
should have succeeded Kokkalimurka Vikramavarman and was probably
a predecessor of Abhimanachola Rajadhirajan.

Another Vatteluttu inscription refers to Virasangata Perumpalli,
evidently a Jaina temple. The reference to Virasangata Perumpalli is of
great interest. Piramiyam, a village not far from Valli Ericehil, is called
in early inscriptions Virasangata Chaturvedimangalam. A Virasangata
Perumpalli is also referred to in an inscription of Vijayamangalam, the
great Jaina centre near Erode. It is likely that that this part of the
Kongu country was under the rule of Virasangatan in whose name the
temple and the Chaturvedimangalam were constituted. It is not known
who this ruler was. But judging from the title, Kalimurka, assumed by
the later rulers of this region, he was probably a Kalabhra with Jaina
leanings. If the suggestion is accepted, it throws interesting light on the
Kalabhra interregnum. Another fragmentary inscription in Vatteluttu
refers to a gift of gold for burning perpetual lamps and provision of food
offerings probably by a resident of Thiruppandi Kodumudi. The pillars
supporting the mukhamandapa of the temple bear dedicatory inscriptions
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in Tamil characters of the 12th century A.p. referring to the gift of these’
pillars by three dignitaries. Two of them were residing at Sirrillodu
(modern Chittodu) and belonged to the Kada branch of the Vellala comm-
unity, while the other was a resident of Muttdr and was a Vellala of the
Maniya caste. The donors seem to have held high positions in the gover-
nment as their titles suggest. Their names are Marayan Tennavan
Mavendavelan, Adan Puliyan, also known as Uttamachola Tamilavélan,
and Adan Puliyan, also known as Uttamachola Mummudichola Marayan.

As mentioned earlier, a mukha mandapa was erected in the temple
in the reign of Kalimarka Vikrama Chola. Probably these pillars were
gifted on the occasion. An inscription in Tamil characters of the 11th
century A.p. found on the Nandimandapa of the same temple records the
endowment of seven gold coins and 15 kalanju of gold, entrusted with
the village assembly of Valli Ericchil by two ladies, Poduvanpavai and
Pavai Padari, for burning one perpetual lamp in the temple of Mandha-
liévaram for the merit of Modampoduvan. '

1. An inscription in Vatteluttu characters of the 10th century A.D.
found in the Siva temple of Mandhalisvaram, on a ceiling slab of the mukha
mandapa, south side. The inscription refers to the gift of gold for burning
two perpetual lamps and providing food oﬁermgs Also refers to the
village Thiruppandi Kodumudi.

2. An inscription in Vatteluttu characters, on the south wall, out-
side the mukhamandapa. Refers to some soldiers and provisions of gram
for horses.

3. On a ceiling slab, inside a room in the south east of the mukha
mandapa. The inscription in Vatte luttu characters of the 11th century A.D.
refers to an agreement for measuring certain amount of paddy, in return
for 6 kalanju of gold received as gift.

4. An inscription on the inner side of south wall, in Vatteluttu
characters of the 11th century A.D. refers to Virasangatha.

5. A fragment, on the outside of the mukhamandapa.

6. An 1nscr1pt10n on the lintel of the entrance, to the Subrahmanya
shrine in the same Siva temple, in vatteluttu characters of the 11th century
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4-D. refers to the erection of the mukha mandapa in the temple of Mandha-
lisvaram of Valli Ericchil, in the 7th regnal year of the king Kalimarka
Vikrama Chola. The name of the builder is lost.

7. An inscription on a ceiling slab inside the mukka mndapa, north-
ern side, in Vatteluttu characters of the 11th century A.p. refers to
Virasangatha Perumpalli and provision for feeding a devotee.

8. On a ceiling slab in the centre of mukha mandapa in Vatte luttu
characters of the 11th century A.D., records the construction of a well and
a channel by Thora Nili, the wife of a certain Villian Nilan Vikramadittan
a resident of Viriyam.

9. An inscription in Vatteluttu characters of the 11th century a.D.
on a slab inside anfarala, in the northern wall. The inscription is a
beginning of a record, mentioning the king Konattan Vira Cholaperuman
and his 38th regnal year.

10. An inscription in Tamil characters of the 12th century A.D. on a
ceiling slab of the Nandi mandapa in the Siva temple, referring to an
agreement among villagers to provide certain quantity of rice for offerings
to the goddess Kamakottamudaiya Periya Nacchiyar.

11. An inscription in Tamil characters of the 12th century A.p. on a
ceiling slab of the Nandi mandapa, of the above temple recording an
endowment of seven gold coins and 15 kala@ju of gold by two ladies,
Poduvanpavai and Pavai Padari, for burning one perpetual lamp in the
temple of Mandhalisvaram, for the merit of a lady Modam poduvan.

12. An inscription in Tamil characters of the 11—12th century A.D. on
the south pillar of the mukha mandapa refers to the gift of the stone pillar
by Uttama Chola Tamilavel alias Adan Puliyan belonging to Vellalan Kada
community and a resident of Sirrillodu.

13. An inscription in Tamil characters of the 11—12th century A.p.
on the north pillar of the mukha mandapa in the same temple. The
epigraph refers to the gift of the stone pillar by a certain Uttama Chola
Mummudichdla Marayan of Vellalan Kada community and a resident of
Sirrillodu.
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14. An inscription in Tamil on the north pillar of the mukha mandapa
refers to the gift of the stone pillar by Tennavan Muvéndavélan alias
Vindan Marayan of Vellalan Maniya community and a resident of Muttur.

Erode, District Coimbatore.

The Department copied five interesting inscriptions from Erode
Town. One is recorded in the reign of Ko-Ravi-Kodai, evidently a
Chéra King. Unfortunately the year mentioned in the epigraph is some
what obliterated and can be read either as 770 or 870 corresponding to
A.D. 848 or A.D. 948. A certain Tennavan Poraiyan, also known as Vaiji
Ventali, a resident of Erode, got some land from the residents of Ten-
nar and entrusted 50 kala®ju of gold with the village assembly of Erode
for excavating a tank, called Tali Eri, after his name. The interest of 50
kalams of paddy per year at the rate of one kalam of paddy per kalanju of
gold, was to be utilised for the maintenance of the tank.

The inscription is of great interest, since it throws valuable light on
the Cheéra occupation of the Kongu country and the resultant political
condition, during the ninth and tenth centuries a.n. The existence of
the epigraph was noticed by the local Tamil Pulavar, Thiru. Raju. The other
four epigraphs are found in the local Vishnu temple. One records the con-
struction of the entrance by a certain Tayan Sattan The other epigraph
refers to gifts by a brahmin lady, a resident of Kanchi Kuri, in Sala
Grama for the reclaining Vishnu (Pallikonda Devar) of Erode. Another
epigraph in the same place refers to the gift of a bronze bell weighing
40 nali to Lord Vishnu, Pallikondaruluginra Dévar, for the merit of
Pannatan Acchan, a resident of Arangdli Karani Valafijiyam probably
a person from Kerala.

Besides these interesting epigraphs three sculptures of the Pallava
period, representing Vishnu and two dvarapalas and three Early Chola
sculptures were also noticed in the town. The existence of Pallava
sculptures in Erode town shows the impact of the Pallava art in the Kongu
country.

1. An inscription on the door jamb of the Vishnu temple, in Tamil
characters of the 10th century A.D., records the construction of the
entrance by certain Tayan Sattan. '
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Perumpulivakkam, District North Arcot.

1. On a pillar in the ardha mandapa of Agastiévara temple. The
inscription dated in the 30th regnal year of Rajendra, refers to the gift of
six nali of rice per day, to Thiru Agastisvaramudaiyar, of Perumpulippak-
kam by Malaiyan Kundavai alias Sembiyan Madsvi, the chief queen of
Rajendra I.

2. On a pillar of the front mandapa of Agastisvara temple. The
inscription dated in the 3rd regnal year of Vairameéghavarman, refers to
the gift of twenty kala@ju of gold, by one Vijayanallilan Kandan, for
burning a perpetual lamp in the Agastisvara temple of Perumpulippakkam
and the villagers agreed to maintain the endowment by supplying one wr:
of oil daily.

3. On a slab built into the shrine of the same temple—fragment—
refers to a gift entrusted with the %rar of Perumpulippakkam, to perform
Thiruppalikottu to the Piranar of Agastibvaram.

4. Eight fragmentary inscriptions from the same temple have also
been copied.

Mangadu, District Chingleput.

1. On the north west basement of Vaikuntaperumail temple; dated
in the 23rd year of Rajendra I, the inscription records the gift of 90
sheep in the hands of village shepherd Madan Karuvakonan for burning
a perpetual lamp in the temple of Kalikesari Vishnugrahattu Dévar,
in Mangadu alias Alagiyachdlanallur,in the subdivision of Mangadunadu,
of Puliytr kottam in Jayamkondachdlamandalam.

Sivanvayil, District Chingleput.

An inscription in the 8-9th century Tamil characters recording
the construction of a Vishnu temple called Sri koil Sri Vaikuntadévar by a
Brahmin lady Kumaricchani the wife of a certain Dharman is found on
a slab built into the ceiling of the ardha mandapa of Kariyamanikka
Vaikunta Varadarajar temple.

Vadivullamangalam, District Coimbatore.

The inscription is on the side slab of a dolmen, which bears the
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2. An inscription in Kannada characters of the 10th century A.p., pro-
bably referring to the erection of entrance referred to above.

3. An inscri-ption in Tamil characters of the 10th century A.p. found in
the same place, refers to some gifts by a Brahmin lady, a resident of
Kafichi Kuri in Salagrama for Lord Vishnu, referred to as Pallikonda
Deévar of Erode,

4. An inscription in the 10th century Tamil characters, in the above
place, refers to the gift of a bronze bell weighing 40 nili to Lord Vishnu,
referred to as Palltkondaruluginra Dévar by a certain Pannattan Acchan,
a resident of Arangali Karani valanjiyam probably a person from Kerala.

5. An inscription from a stone near the lake of the town brought to
the notice of the Department by Pulavar S. Raju of the town. The ins-
cription is dated probably in Saka 770 (848 a.p.) in the reign of Ko-Ravi-
Kodai, a Cheéra King.

A certain Tennavan Poraiyan also known as Vaiiji Ventali, a
resident of Erode, got some land from the resident of Tennuur and en-
trusted 50 kalafiju of gold with the village assembly of Erode for excava-
ting a tank called T'@li Eri after his name. The interest of 50 kalams of
paddy per year, at the rate of one kalam of paddy per kala7iju of gold,.
was-to be utilised for the maintenance of the tank. The inscription is of
great interest since it throws valuable light on the Chéra occupation of
the Kongu country, and the resultant political condltlon durlng the
ninth—tenth centuries A.D. .

Kottur, Madras City.

On a slab lying burried near Ellaiamman temple, registering the gifts
made by weavers, merchants and the inhabitants of Méttupalaiyam, in the
year Roudri.

Saluvankuppam; Mamallapuram, District Chingleput.’

On the floor of the front mandapa of Atiranachandamandapa, Salu-
vankuppam in the reign of Rajaraja I, the inscription records the gift of
sheep for burning a perpetual lamp, in the temple of Atiranacandsévara in
Thiruvilicchil, in Amurnadu, a subdivision of Amir Kottam.
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figure of a hero at the rear slab. It records the death of a hero Alagan
Kali of Vettuva community, in a battle in the reign of Rajendra Chola
Déva I who is referred to as the conqueror of Pu@rvadésam, Gasgasi and
Kadaram.

Sengampalli, District Salem.

About four fragmentary inscriptions in Tamil script of the 13th
century characters on the steps of Kumarapalaiyam channel and on the
central pillar of the bridge in the same channel were newly copied. One
of the inscriptions mentions Ayirur in Vadakarai Malanadu. This Ayirur
is one of the three places where the early Pandya king Nedufijadaiyan
defeated the Adigaiman of Tagadur.

Mamallapuram, District Chingleput.

About five fragmentary inscriptions, in Tamil script of the 13-14th
century characters were copied from the south wall of the prakara of
Talasayanapperumal temple.

One of them is inscribed in the 11th regnal year of Rajanarayana
Sambuvarayar, giving the Saka year 127(6). In another, Mamallapuram
is said to have been included in Amurnadu in Amirkottam.

Tharuvai, District Thirunelveli.

Tharuvai, situated on the Trunk Road between Thirunelveli and
Ambasamudram, is about six miles from Thirunelveli, towards west. It
has a Siva temple, locally known as Valavallapandiévarar koil. According
to a legend this temple is stated to have been built by sage Agastya. This
temple bears 19 full inscriptions, all of them belonging to the Later Pandya
period. Six inscriptions belong to Maravarman II varying from his
4th regnal year to 13th regnal year while six others are of Maravarman
Kulaéskhara I, varying from his 4th regnal year to 13th regnal year.
One inscription belongs to the reign of Jatavarman Virapandya.

Almost all the inscriptions are donative in character and record gifts
of land for offerings and burning perpetual lamps to the deity. One ins-
cription, engraved on the east, south and north walls of the mukha man-
dapa records that Valavallapandisvaram temple was built by an individual
called Iravisankaran alias Kubaharayan of Kaladi in Malaimandalam, ir
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the réign of Maravafiman Sindarapéndya II (1238--1253 A.p.). Another
inscription, of the regin of Maravarman Kula&skharadeva I (1268—1312
A.D.) states that one marakkal of paddy in every month was offered for
offering ardhajama palanam to the Kshsetrapala by individuals. From
another inscription it is learnt that the name of this village was
Kabaharayanalliir, probably after Kubaharayan who built this temple.
This village was included in Tenkarainadu. '

1. On the south wall of the ardha mandapa of Valavalla Pandisva-
rar temple, dated in the 26th regnal year of Kulasekhara I, the inscri-
ption refers to the sale.of land by the Sivabrahmanas.

2. On the south wall of the mukha manpdapa of the same temple,
dated probably in the 7th regnal year of Kuladekharadeva I, the inscrip-
tion records the gift by Kaladi Eluttan, Kaladi Raviya Siraman Uyya-
vandan and some individuals for performing ardhajama palanam in front
of Kshetrapala Pillaiyar. « ;

3. On the east wall of the maha mandapa of the same temple, dated
in the 11th regnal year of Sundarapandya II, the inscription records the
gift of two perpetual lamps to the Nayanar by Adiccha Nambi Valavalla
Pandyakkon, one of the nimandakkdrars of Valavalla Pandya lévara-
mudaiyar temple.

4. Engraved on the south wall of the same temple the inscription
refers to the gift of 10 ma of tax free lands for feeding ascetics:of the
Dhakshinakonaha mutt and Virabhadran mutt at Omanir alias Vikrama-
Pandya chadurvedimangalam in Tenkarainadu, by one Iravisankaran
Aiyan Ma lavarayar.

5. On the second moulding of the east wall of the same temple, dated
in the 25th regnal year of Kula$ekharadeva I, the inscription records the
gift of one nali of rice to Vinayakapillaiyar, installed by Somannamadayili
Vanarayapanman, by the Dévakanmikal of 30 wattiam of Valavalla
PandiSvaramudaiyar temple of Tharuvai alias Kubaharayanallur in
Tenkarainadu. :

6. On the east wall of the mani mandapa of the same temple, dated
in the 18th- regnal 'year of Kulasskharadeva I who had the epithet
«Emmandalamum - Kopdaruliya. - The inscription appears- to record the
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gift for establishing a nandavana to Subrahmanya temple of Kulavan
Madevi-chaturvedimangalam by the king himself.

7. On the east wall of maha mandapa of the same temple, dated in
the 12th year of Maravarman Kula$ekharadsva I, the inscription records
the gift of land by Perumal Vikrama Pandya deévar to ............ rigu peru-
mal Bhattan for performing adyayanam to Valavalla Pandi§varamudaiyar.

8. On the south wall of the maha mandapa of the same temple, the
inscription records the gift of taxeslevied on gold, food, spindle, goldsmith-
people, Devaradiyar and others to the tanattar of Valavalla Pandiyiévara
temple for carrying out renovations to the temple.

9. On the north wall of the maha mandapa of the same temple in
the reign of Kulafekharadeva I, the inscription registers the gift of
kasu made by Iravi Sankaran alias Malavarayan of Kaladi, to Valavalla
pandiyiSvarar and the Palliarai Nacchiyar to offer curd, betel leaves,
areca nuts, oil for lamps, etc. during the early morning sandhi.

10. On the south wall of the mahka mandapa of the same temple, the
inscription states that on scrutinising the evidence showed by the appellants,
the royal order was issued to take water from the tank of Vikramapandya
chaturvédimangalam for irrigating Olugupannai that was gifted as a deva-
tana with the exemption of taxes to Valavalla Pandiyiévarar by Sankaran
Alagan, Sankaran Sokkan, Sankaran Sankaran and Algan Tirunattan.

11. On the left wall to the left entrance of the same temple, dated
in the 4+1 year of Maravarman Sundara Pandya, the inscription records
the gift of tiruppadimarru to Valavalla Pandi$varamudaiyar.

12. On the east wall to the left entrance of the same temple, dated
in the 4th regnal year of Maravarman Sundara Pandya, the inscription
states the gift of tiruppadimarru to Valavalla Pandiévaramudaiyar.

13. On the east wall, to the left of entrance of the same temple, in
the reign of Sadaiyavarman Virapandya, the inscription records some gift
to the temple.

14. On the east wall of the mukha mandapa of the same temple, dat-
ed in the 13th regnal year of Maravarman Kula&ékhara, the inseription
records the gift of land to Valavalla Pandi$varamudaiyar,
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15. On the east wall of the mukka mandapa, to the right of entrance
of the same temple, dated in the 7th regnal year of Maravarma Sundara
Pandya, the inscription registers the gift of a perpetual lamp to Valavalla
PandiSvaramudaiyar.

16. On the south wall of the muhka mandapa of the same temple, in
the reign of Maravarman........ ., the inscription records the sale of land.

17. On the moulding of south wall of mahd mandapa of the same
temple, dated in the 18th regnal year of Maravarman Kulagekhara dévar,
the inscription records some gifts to the temple by Perumal Vikrama
Pandyadévar.

18. On the south wall of the maka mandapa, of the sama temple, dated
in the 4th regnal year of Maravarman Sundara Pandya, the inscription reco-
rds the gift of land for performing tiruppadimarru ete., to Valavallapandis-
varamudaiyar.

19. On the east wall to the left of entrance of the maka mandapa of
the same temple, in the reign period of Konerinmaikondan, the inscription
records the gift of land for feeding Sivabrahmans of the temple of Vala-
valla Pandisvaramudaiyar.

i

. 20. On the moulding of the Garbhagrha of the north wall of the same
temple, dated in the reign of Konerinmaikondan, the inscription refers to
the gift of land for tiruppadimarru to this temple.

Vaidisvarankoil, District Tanjavur. -

24 inscriptions, most of them fragmentary, were copied from the
Siva temple of Vaidisvarankoil. Most of them refer to the sale of lands
and other gifts to the temple of Tiravinaitirtha Nayanar of Pullirukkum
Velur in Thiruvalinadu in the division of Vadakarai Rajadhiraja Valanadu.
The kings represented in the inscriptions are Kulottunga I, Kopperuii-
jinga and Krishpadévaraya.

}

Sattamangalam, District North Arcot.

An article on these epigraphs appears in Part II1 of this Journal.
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1. An inscription, engraved on a rocky boulder, in Tamil charae-
ters, dated in the 14th regnal year of Nandippottarasar i.e., Nandivar-
man Pallavamalla II, registers the gift of seven kala@ju of gold by
Ilaiyar Appa Nandi, the antai of the village, for feeding mendicants,
who were not attached to the Palli (Jain temple), at the rate of one
ulakku of rice per kala®ju of gold, per day.

2. An inscription engraved on the same rock, in Tamil characters-
dated in the 33rd regnal year of Nandipottarasar ie., Nandivarma
Pallavamalla registers the endowment of certain charities for the main-
tenance of a lake in the village by the village assembly.

3. An inscription of Nandipottarasar in his 56th regnal year, engra-
ved on the same rock relates to the gift of seventeen kalamju of gold to
the Palli by a lady Punda Muppa, the daughter of Jinaraiyar of Vilukkam.

4. An inscription of Kampavarman, in his 6th regnal year, engraved
on the same rock in Tamil characters, records that a lady Madavi, wife
of Katakadiaraiyar, renovated the temple, erected a mukha mandapa,
renovated the pali, erected a temple to the Yakshi Yakkapadar: and
gifted a big bell to the monastry.

5. An inscription of Partivendravarman recorded in his 11th regnal
year on the same rock, records the gift of some land by the members of
a village in the sub-division of Venkunranadu, in Vepkunrrkkottam and
entrusted with the village assembly of Satta.ma.ngalam situated in the
same sub-division.

6. An inscription of K6 Raja Rajakesari identical with Rajaraja-I.
in his 12th regnal year, on the same rock, records the gift of tax free
land in the village of Sattamangalam, for burning a perpetual lamp in
the temple of Tirthapalli Alvar also known as Vimala Sri, by one
Baladéva Padaran, who had rights over the Palli and who was the
desciple of Nandidevar. Sattamangalam is said to be in Venkunranadu
of Venkunrakkottam.

7. A badly damaged inscription on the same rock.

8. An inscription of Partivendrapanmar engraved in his 3rd regnal
year on a rock in the Chandranatasvami temple of the same village records
the gift of land for offerings to the Vishnugrham of Sattamangalam in
Venkunrannadu.
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Korka1 District Thlrunelveh

A copper plate charter in possession of 8 villager in Korkai, dated
in Saka 1411 and Kollam 733 records the gift of lands for worship in the
temple of goddess Verrivel Nangai, in the village of Porkai (Korkai) by
the village assembly of Madivarodayanallir alias Porkai, and the same
was entrusted to certain Bhuitanatan Kalingaraya Kamban. The copper-
plate was probably issued during the reign of Vijaya Raghava Nayakkar
as it mentions his name and also the names of a number of officers under
him. The Saka era mentioned, does not correspond to the Kollam era
mentioned in the same record. '

The Vaigai ihscr{ption of .Sendan.

The Vaigai bed inscription of the Pandya king Sendan, assignable
to the seventh century A.n., was lying uncared for. After ascertaining the
exact location of the epigraph from the Government Epigraphist, Govern-
ment of India, the District Collector was requested to acquire this valuable
inscription for the temple Museum, for safety and display. The epigraph
has since been removed to the temple. .
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1. Chera Inscriptions, Arnattar hills, Pugalur, District Tiru-
chirapalli. ’

HISTORY: An ancient cavern with rock beds and inscriptions on
the Arnattar hills is of great interest to the study of South Indian History.
An inscription in Damili characters of the first century A.p., gives a list of
three successive rulers of the Chéra dynasty, Ko Adanchsral Irumporai,
his son, Perunkadungon and the latter’s son, Ilankadunkon. The epigraph
records the gift of an abode to a Jaina ascetic, Cenkayapan of Arrar. It
is found engraved on an overhanging rock above the cavern, on the south
side of the hillock.

The epigraph is repeated immediately above it. In the natural
cavern, a number of rock beds are found with inscriptions of the same
period, of which one refers to the bed of Cenkayapar. Other epigraphs
are also of historic interest. On the northern side of the rock is a natural
cavern with rock beds. One epigraph assignable to the second century
B.C. is on the rock bed.

On the top of the hill is a temple of Subrahmanya, under regular
worship. Steps are provided to reach the temple from the road on the
eastern side. To reach the cave a diversion has to be taken from the steps
at the top of the hill. This leads the visitor to the southern cavern of the
hill. The path was slippery and full of bushes. One has to move through
the boulders after the caverns to reach the northern cavern. The inscri-
ption was exposed to sun and rain, but the greatest danger was from cow-
herds and other urchins, who made the area dirty, caused damage to the
inscription and carved on the rock beds.

WORK DONE: The Government were pleased to sanction a sum
of Rs. 5,000/- for preserving these caverns and beds, vide G.O. Ms. No.
1682, Education, Dt. 6th September, 1966.

At the top of the hill, steps were provided to reach the southern
cavern, from where a diversion has to be taken from the main steps. A
barbed wire fencing was provided to the southern side; preventing urchins
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from reaching the cavern. Masonry walls were erected at the eastern and
western ends and gates were provided to have controlled entrances. The
cavern was cleared of all the accumulated earth and dirt and all the beds
were exposed properly. The inscriptions were thoroughly washed.

The northern cavern has to be approached through a narrow strip
of path, adjacent to a huge boulder on one side and a chasm on the other.
The path was unsafe for schoolboys. Barbed wire fencing, preventing
direct access to the cavern, was provided. A gate was provided and a
hand rail was provided along the 'a.pproa.ch for the benefit of schoolboys
and others. An impervious coat of resin was given to the inscription.

Information boards were provided both at the foot of the hill and
in the southern cavern.

2. Rudrapathi temple, Kilakkadambur, District South Arcot.

HISTORY : Kilakkadambur is a small village, about six miles from
Kattumannargudi and two miles from Melakkadambur. An old ruined Siva
temple, now called Rudrapati temple, is found in the midst of a field. The
temple is of interest, as it contains inscriptions in Tamil script of the 12th
century giving the name of the Saivite Nayanmars. '

CONDITION : The temple was in ruins. It consisted of a garbha-
grha, an ardha mandapa, and a mahd mandapa. The mahd mandapa had
fallen down and the whole temple was overgrown with plants and shrubs.
The entire structure of granite was cracked at many places.

The basement is impressively ornamented with mouldings. The
koshias are well set. On either side of the kdshtas portraits of Saiva saints
were probably placed, as their bases carry label inscriptions, giving the
names of the saints. But not a single portrait is now found. The follow-
ing are the labels.

1. Kungiliyar, 2. Aruvamudaiyandan,
3. Manakkaficharar, 4. Anayandar,
5. Ulagandamurti, 6. Murugandar,
7. Ardhanari, 8. Thirunalaippovar,
9. Thirukkurippu Tondar, 10, Dandipperumal,
1. ... Bukkadévar, 12, ...... reens ,



13. Payar, 14. Nilanakkandar,

15. Davendrar, 16. Anaiyuridavar,

17. Lingampuranadévar, 18. Budan,

19. Sandhya Nrtta Dévar, 20. Thirukkannappar,
21. Kalakaladevar and 22. Ratha Chakravarti.

Apart from these labels, no other inscription was noticed. Seculp-
tures of Ardhanari, Dakshinamirti, Lingapuranadévar and Sandhyanrtta-
dévar are in the niches.

Sculptures and slabs were found scattered. A good Gajasamhara
and a damaged Gangadhara were found in the compound. A prismatic
Linga with Avudaiyar and a cylindrical Linga were also found loose. It
was reported that a few sculptures were stolen. Two were recovered and
kept in the local Ganésa temple in the same village. They represent an
Urdhava Tandava and a Kankalamirti. In the same village sculptures of
Durga, Devendra, Dévi, Bhairava, Vishnu, Tripurantaka, Brahma and
Candiks§vara were found near a tank ; but they were all damaged.

PROPOSALS: Proposals were submitted to the Government to
provide notice boards. Detailed proposals were deferred for a later period
to restore the dilapidated temple.

Government vide G. O. 61 Education, dated 16—1--’68 sanctioned
a sum of Rs. 1600/- for protection.

Vegetation was removed and a barbed wire fencing was provided
around the temple. An information board was also provided.

3. Remains of Kattabomman’s palace, Panchalankurichi,
District Thirunelveli. (Pl. 27 to 33)

Vira Pandya Kattabomman, a Nayak chieftain, who rulled
with Panchalankurichi as his capital, towards the end of the 18th century
is celebrated for his valour and heroism. While agreeing to come to an
honourable settlement, he refused to accept the supremacy of the British
and to pay any taxes to them. The British decided to capture Panchalan-
kurichi. An army under Allan failed miserably to capture the palace.
Jackson, the District Collector of Thirunelveli, subsequently tried to arrest
Kattabomman by dubious means, but paid the penalty. 1In 1799, a power-
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ful contingent.tunder Colonel Banerman besieged the fort of Panchalan-
kurichi. A number of British soldiers lost their lives in the battle. A
place in Ottapidaram, containing a number of tombs of those who fell in
the battle, bears witness to this battle. Kattabomman was induced to
abandon the fort. He was treacherously arrested and handed over to the
British. Colonel Banerman, after a mock trial, hanged Kattabomman at
Kayattaru.

Within a year, Kattabommu’s younger brother, familiarly known as
the dumb hero of Panchalankurichi, repaired the Panchalankurichi fort
and assumed the leadership. The British, in 1801, again invaded Pancha-
lankurichi. Umaidvrai inflicted heavy casualties on them. A place in
Panchalankurichi contains the tombs of over 45 British soldiers who lost
their lives in the battle. However, the fort fell and nothing more was
heard of Umaidurai. The British this time destroyed the fort and the
palace. The fort area, measuring over 35 acres, remained as a mound.
The valuables and furniture were probably pilfered when the fort fell. The
entire area, field No. 70 of village No. 259 Panchalankurichi, became
Government poramboke.

In recent years, a temple to Goddess J akkammal, the family deity
of Kattabomman, was built by a few devotees.

CONDITION: At a few places remains of brick structures were
visible, but a major part of the mound was covered with thick thorny
bushes. An ancient well in the south west of the mound was desilted and
was brought under use a few years back. A part of the mound had been
encroached upon. The nearby villagers were digging the mound here and
there for earth. ’

The Government were pleased to sanction a sum of Rs. 8,500 to-
wards clearance, removing the debris, exposing the palace remains, con-
serving the remains and providing live fencing around the entire area.

WORK DONE : The entire area was cleared of bushes. The
debris was removed by excavating a part of the mound near the Jakka-
mmal temple. Immediately it was recognised that the remains of the main
palace, with its adjoining rooms, could be laid bare by careful clearance.
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The excavation revealed that the main palace had its entrance fac-
ing east at the southern end. The entrance was flanked by six rooms,
three on each side. There was a square pit about one and a half metres
in depth lined with lime plaster, probably intended for storing grain. A
passage with a slope to the north led the visitor to the audience hall,
which is the most impressive part of the structure. It had a raised plat-
form at the western end, built of brick. The eastern part of the platform
was decorated with ornamental mouldings and a row of sockets for lamps.
It also had stone steps. The upper part of the platform was paved with
small sized square bricks and plastered with fine lime mortar. All around
the platform there was a passage. At the east end of the platform were
found two stone bases, obviously intended to hold wooden pillars. In
front of the platform there was a passage also paved with fine lime mortar.
At the corners of the hall are platforms, somewhat less tall than the main
one and run east-west and north-south. There are stone pillar-bases on
these platforms as well. To the north-east of this hall is a small room
with a drain. The flooring of this room was made of simple lime plaster-
ing without any layer of brick ete. The result was that the flooring was
found damaged at many places. A brick lined drain was noticed below
the flooring, running from the audience hall to the outer yard of the
palace. A passage connected the audience hall with another hall called
Kalyana mandapa

While clearing the audience hall, especially near the main platform,
a number of ornamental mouldings, were found. A number of lime plas-
ters with painting designs were found in the debris. In one case faint
traces of a human face could be made out. One ornamental moulding
resembled a big lotus. Evidently the hall was of considerable importance
and seems to have been painted. The main platform is considered the
place where the throne was located.

In the northern wall adjacent to the main platform was found a
cannon ball, embedded into the wall.

A room to the east of the audience hall revealed a mud-brick struc-
ture, balow the present walls, thereby suggesting the existence of a struc-
ture in the same place earlier than the present one.

The Kaiydna mandapa lying adjacent to the audience hall has at
the centre a square platform and raised platforms all around with an inter-
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vening passage. On the enclosing platforms were found a row of stone
bases for supporting wooden pillars. The central platform, the enclosing
platform and the flooring were plastered with fine lime mortar. The
central platform, however, was found damaged at the top. The platform
had no brick pavement and was made of loose earth. At places, were
found provisions for washing hands and legs. At the north-western
end was found a passage leading out to another passage running east-
west. This had a wooden door frame and stone steps. While the
stone steps were in sitw, the wooden work has been pilfered, leaving
only the sockets. Running around this Kalyana mandapa hall was a
row of sixteen rooms of various dimensions which had only mud earth
flooring.

At the northern end connected to the east-west passage were
four rectangular rooms of which one was a kitchen, having traces of an
oven and ashes.

-To the west of the main palace remains of another big structure
were unearthed. This had a big central court, square in shape, with four
stone pillar bases in the centre. It had only a mud flooring. Running
around the court was a platform and a few rooms. The central court had
an entrance at the south. The front side of the building had platforms
flanking the entrance, decorated with ornamental mouldings. A number
of rooms were found on the eastern side of the building. In one room, an
earthen trough was found in damaged condition. A few pieces of a porce-
lain plate were also recovered from the same area.

Tt is presumed that this structure should have been the palace of
the Queen.

Immediately to the north-east of the Jakkammal temple, a room
was uncovered. It revealed lime plastered flooring. To the east of the
main palace, was found the elephant stable with a pierced stone to tie ani-
mal. The flooring was paved with regular shaped stones. Immediately to
the north of it a rectangular structure was exposed. It had a raised plat-
form at the northern end. The preceding portion had two rows of square
bases built of brick and mortar. Probably they are the remains of pillars
built of brick and lime mortar. The whole structure resembled a small
temple facing south.
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Besides these structures exposed, a number of brick walls probably
the remnants of minor structures were found scattered throughout the
mound.

Besides these structures towards the eastern end of the mound,
there were a number of sculptured stones lying uncared for. All these
sculptures carry portraits of royal personages accompanied by their con-
sorts and attendants. According to local tradition, they are portraits of
Kattabomman’s ancestors. Probably they are the nadukals (hero stones)
erected and worshipped in honour of the departed ancestors of Kattabom-
man.

During the process of excavation a few earthen pots, cannon balls,
porcelain pieces, bottle pieces and a few pieces of iron and copper were
recovered.

At the northern end of the mound one well was desilted and exa-
mined. It contained only a few cannon balls, bottle pieces and potsherds.

CONSERVATION : The conservation of these exposed structures
posed an immediate problem. So long they were covered with debris and
earth and when they were intact they had the superstructures to protect
the flooring. Now the floorings, platforms and other parts were exposed
to sun and rain. To provide a shed over this entire exposed area would
need an enormous amount of money. Wind and rain during the monsoon
seasons are quite heavy.

Great attention was paid to the conservation of the main palace.
The damaged parts of the flooring and the platforms of the audience hall
and the kalyana mandapa were plastered with white cement to suit the
original lime plasters. It was considered appropriate to preserve the ori-
ginal character of the mud flooring, wherever found. The mud flooring is
being periodically treated with mud and cowdung plaster. The remains
of the Queen’s palace are also being suitably treated periodically.

The palace remains are attracting large crowds. Information
boards and sign boards have been planted at appropriate places. A
regular watchman was employed to prevent damage by the visitors to the
exposed structures
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4. Britishsoldier'tombs, Panchalankurichi, District Thirunelveli.

There is a cemetery enclosed by a compound wall of about four feet
‘high with tombs of 45 British soldiers, in three groups, in Panchalankurichi.
The tombs, carrying dates March 31, 1801 and May 24, 1801 are obviou-
sly of soldiers who fell during the battle with Umaidurai. The first
group consists of ten tombs of army officers whose names are mentioned
in the inscription. These tombs are on a higher pedestal and are in a
fairly good state of preservation. The tombs of other two groups of
35 persons whose names are’ not mentioned were found damaged. An
estimate for Rs. 5,930 was prepared by the Executive Engineer, Thlru-
nelveli, for repairing the tombs.

t

The estimate was sanctloned by the Government vide G.O. Ms.
No. 1624' Dt. 19th September, 1967.

All the tombs were covered with shrubs and plants The plastering
over the tombs was damaged at many places. The compound wall
had fallen down at places. The inscribed tablets giving the names of
the soldiers had also fallen down. There was no gate at the entrance.

WORK DONE: The vegetation and the debris were removed.
The compound wall, wherever it had fallen down was reconstructed
and its coping, wherever damaged, was redone in conformity with the
original in lime plaster. - The damaged tombs were restored. An iron
gate was provided at the entrance.

5. Chokkisvara temple, ( Pl 34 to 37), Kanchipuram, District
Chingleput.

HISTORY: The Chokkiévara temple, by the side of the celebrated
Kamakshi temple of Kanchi, is of interest. It is a temple of the Chdla
period, of about the 12th century A.n. An Zkatala prasada built of granite
from base to top, the temple has a circular sikhara. An inscription on the
kumudavari of the adhishtana refers to the temple as Tekkirunda Nakkar
kail. A deity called Karikala Pillaiyar is also referred to in the epigraph.

CONDITION : ' The temple was in a badly dilapidated condition,
mainly owing to neglect and vegetation. The stupi was missing. The
stones forming the circular sikhara were badly dislodged. The outer side
of the northern wall had completely fallen down. The outer portion of the
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southern wall had fallen down and the stones were found lying in heaps by
the side. None of the stones in the western wall had fallen, but all were
badly dislodged. The roof over the mandapa was made up of brick and
mortar. The slabs on the side had fallen. The base up to the wvédika
was found covered with earth. Originally there existed a front
maha mandapa, which has now disappeared. Nandis and a Dakhshina-
mirti figure that adorned the griva were found lying loose. Some carved
stones belonging to the temple were found scattered along the area.

PROPOSAL: Proposals were submitted to the Government to
protect and restore the temple to its original condition. An estimate for
Rs. 9000/- was submitted and the Govt. were pleased to sanction the
estimate vide G. O. No. 774, Education, dated 11-6-"69. The temple area
was classified as Government Poramboke. :

WORK DONE: In the restoration of this temple this depart-
ment had the benefit of advice from a Unesco expert, Mr. G. R. H. Wright
and Mr. V. Ganapathi sthapathi, Superintendent of the Government
Sculpture Training Centre, Mamallapuram. Their help is gratefully ack.
nowledged.

Before proceeding to work on the structure, the stones that had-
fallen down were carefully collected and arranged, taking care to put the
stones of each wall separately and in order. Measured drawings of each
wall were made separately and the stones in situ were marked. The side,
course number and the stone number were marked with paint on a corner
on all the stones. The stones fallen and missing were also numbered. A
ground plan was drawn up. The drawing revealed a settlement of the
structure on the outer-side at the westernend. The settlement which was
insignificant was carefully examined and it was found that it was not of
recent origin, but should have occurred immediately after the construction.
So it was decided to leave the base without any correction. With the help
of the drawing it was possible to know the exact number of missing stones.
Orders for the supply of stones were placed and carvings commenced.
Meanwhile, the outer parts of the south, west and north walls were dis-
mantled and were arranged separately according to their course number
and stones in order.

The sikhara stones were also similarly marked and dismantted. It
was found that lime was used inside as mortar, during construction.
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Leaving about one inch from the edge of the stone a thin film of lime
mortar has been laid to act as mortar and lubricant. When the stones
were removed, the mortar was found dead dropping like sand. Since no
stone of the stkhara was missing the sikhara was reset. Cement mortar was
used inside to set the stones taking care that the cement mortar was not
visible outside. Nandis and the karnakutas were replaced. After the
carvings were over, the walls were re-erected. The adhishtana was expo-
sed upto the upana. The roofing of the mandapa was rendered leak-
proof with cement mortar. A socket in the centre of the mahapadma
was sealed, as otherwise rain water will stagnate and cause growth of
vegetation or leak.

As the work was nearing its end, there was rain. It was now
found rain water crept inside the cornice joints at places after their
resetting and came through the bottom of the walls. Transparent Ciba
resin was used to cover these joints. Water was poured and the leak
proof tested. As the earth around the base was removed upto the
upana, water was found to stagnate around the adhishiana as the
surrounding level has risen. A long drain running over one hundred
yards has to be provided to drain the stagnant water. It was therefore
felt that the base could be kept covered till further steps are taken.

An information board was set up.

6. Gangaikondacholisvara temple, (Pl 38 to 40), Kuzambandal,
District North Arcot.

HISTORY : The Siva temple of Gangaikondachslidvaram in
Kuzhambandal is of historic interest. As its name suggests, it was built
in the reign of Gangaikondachola Rajendra I, in the 11th century A.Dp.
and named after him. A certain éivécharya named Isana Siva Pandita
built this temple. It consists of an impressive stone vimana, preceded by
an ardha mandapa and & maha mandapa. It had a prakara, only the base
of which now remains. Preceding this prakara, in front of the maha
mandapa was a big mandapa, of which the pillars and base alone remain,
while the ceiling has disappeared. The vimana walls are filled with ins-
criptions of the Chola and Vijayanagara rulers.

The epigraphs say that the village was named Gangaikondachdla-
puram. Evidently the present name Kuzhambandal is a corrupt form of
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them. Besides the Siva temple, there are remains of a Vishnu temple in
the west, a Mahavira image ¢n situ in the south-west and a Durga image
also in situ, in the south. The positions of these minor shrines of Vishnu,
Sattan and Durga exactly correspond to the positions described in the
agamic and vastu texts. Evidently the village was newly laid out in the
reign of Rajendra I, in accordance with the architectural treatises.

THE CONDITION OF THE RELICS: The Durgid image was
found embedded in a platform. No structure now remains about and the
image is in the open air. The sculpture of Mahavira was lying on a dis-
turbed brick platform which was covered with bushes. The platform lies
in the midst of a field. A few carved pieces were found lying nearby.
Attempts were being made by some persons to sell the image of Mahavira.
The standing Vishnu image, with Sridevi and Bhudavi, is an impressive
sculpture. It is over six feet high. A temple of stone and brick existed
for this image. The garbhagrha of brick has fallen down, the debris cover-
ing the image of Vishnu and his consorts upto the waist. The front
mandapa of stone still stands, but in a dilapidated condition. The ceiling
slabs on the northern end have fallen down and the pillars stand tilted.
It is evident this temple has collapsed due to neglect and vegetation.

The Siva temple shared no better fate. The wimana was over-
grown with vegstation. On the southern side a big tree with deep roots,
starting from the first tala, penetrated upto the basement. It dislodged
the stones and the gaps were widening. The st@pi over the vimana was
missing. The circular sikhara was disturbed in the north-west part. A
number of stones were found missing. This part was filled up in later
periods by bricks. The mahapadma was found chiselled and thrown out.
The sculptures on the vimana were plastered in later periods, concealing
their original features.

The top of the mandapa was full of plants and bushes. The ceiling
of the maha mandapa had disappeared. The pillars supporting the ceiling
were also missing, except one which was found among the debris. The
walls in the northern and southern sides were in dilapidated condition.
The lintel and the door jambs at the south entrance to the temple were
missing. The dvarapalas that guarded this entrance were lying broken.
The steps were dislodged. The lintel and the door jambs of the eastern
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wall of the maha mandapa were also broken. The Nandi placed on a
pedestal in front was dislodged.

All around the temple was a stone debris, heaped up. The great
front mandapa was covered with earth accumulated over the years. A
Gansda image that adorned a niche of the ardha mandapa was lying by
the side of a tree nearby. The temple was not under worship and there
was no one to look after this valuable monument.

Proposals were submitted to the Government to conserve this
temple in three stages.

WORK DONE: The restoration work in this temple was done in
three stages. The Government were pleased to sanction a sum of
Rs. 20,000 vide G. O. Ms. No. 1234 Edn. Dt. 19-1-’67 and MS 652 Edn.
Dated 17-5-69. The stone masonry of the spherical sikhara in the west
was found missing and in its place were found bricks placed loosely. The
mahapadma was found chiselled and broken into pieces. The sitkhara
should have suffered due to vegetation. Later renovators have effected
the changes. The bricks were removed, newly dressed stones were placed
and the sikhara was restored to its original shape. The broken mahkapadma
was bonded with Araldite resin and placed in position. The edges of the
mahapadma, wherever broken, were shaped like the lotus with cement.

The vegetation on the second and third talas was removed. It was
found that roots had penetrated deep into the karnakiitas and the salds.
The kutas and salas were dismantled, the roots destroyed and the kutas
replaced. In the south-western portion, a root had penetrated into the
fabric of the stone masonry from the second tala almost upto the adhish-
tana. Stones were removed on the outer side of the wall. [t was found
that the root had penetrated, dislodging only the outer wall. No damage
to the inner wall was noticed. The root was destroyed and the masonry
restored. All over the vimana the sculptures were covered with irregular
plasters in later renovations. These were removed and the original sculp-
tures were exposed.

The roofing over the ardka mandapa and the mukha mandapa was
loaded with brick roofing even covering a part of the sculptures in the
vimana by later renovations. Subsequent growth of vegetation had caused
further damage to the roofing. The brick load was dismantled and the
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level lowered by 20 c.m. exposing the sculptures. This level was water-
tightened by cementing, giving a slope towards either end. In the front
brick masonry had to be erected at the mukha mandapa to retain the
roofing. In the maha mandapa the stones were serially numbered both on
the inner and outer sides. They were dismantled and reset in position.
On the outer side the walls were restored upto the wyalavari above the
cornice. On the inner side all the available stones were reset in their origi-
nal positions. A few rows of stones were missing. As the outer stones had
to be retained concrete blocks were made and used in the inner rows
in place of missing ones. The southern entrance was done in cemsnt to
support the lintel and the dvarapalas. The lintel of the eastern opening
was found broken in parts. Holes were drilled in the broken parts and
iron dowels set in cement concrete were used to join the broken lintel.
Araldite was used as cement for binding. Wooden doors were provided to
the three openings.

The platform and the dislodged steps in the southern side of the
mahad mandapa were reset. A dvarapala was found broken. Using an
iron dowel and Araldite resin, the broken parts were joined and the dvara-
pala was set in position.

In the east a dislodged Nandi was found on a platform built hapha-
zardly. The Nandi was set in position. In the inner side of the ardha
mandapa in the south-eastern corner was found a square underground
chamber covered with earth. The earth was removed. The chamber
contained nothing. It was probably intended originally for storing pur-
poses.

To the east of the maka mandapa was found a big pillared mandapa,
of which only some pillars and the basement were intact. A number of
pillars had fallen down. The flooring was covered with accumulated debris
and earth. These were cleared and the pillars reset.

The debris covering the image of Vishnu, Sridéviand Bhiidsvi in the
Vishnu temple, west of the village was cleared and the images were set
right. The fallen Mahavira sculpture in the field south of the village
was reset in the platform.

An information Board was planted near the Siva temple.

Office of the
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4 - Exploration and Excavation

Vasavasamudram, District Chingleput.

Vasavasamudram is a village near the mouth of the Palar, eleven miles
south of Mamallapuram and three miles south of Sadras. Itis a suburb of
Vayalur, where an ancient temple is now in ruins. An inscription of the
Pallava king, Rajasimha, found on one of the pillars in the temple, is of
great historic interest. It gives the names of more than fifty successive
rulers of the Pallava dynasty beginning from the mythical ancestor to the
period of Rajasimha. It also states that the Pallava ruler, Rajasimha,
at the time of the record, was ruling the overseas islands of the Lacca-
dives. ’

Thiru. P. Sundaramanickam, Tahsildar of Chingleput, brought to
the notice of this department the find of some pots resembling a fire
extinguisher. He was acting on a report that some treasures found in
the land were hidden. The Tahsildar, on enquiry, found no treasure trove,
but only the vessels mentioned above. The owner of the land was digging
his land for shell lime, when he ¢ame across the finds. Thinking it might
be of interest, the Tahsildar wrote to the Director of Museums. Subse-
quently this Department was also informed by the Tahsildar. The site
was inspected by a staff of this Dept” and the finds were examined. The
importance of the finds -and the location of the site were immediately
recognised and they were brought to the notice of the public.

- The antiquities included conical storage jars in large numbers, but
in broken condition. Some large-size bricks, two pieces of imported
rouletted ware and pot-sherds and a neck portion of an amphora of Medi-
terranean origin were also found. The site did not however, yield black
and red ware of the megalithic pefidd, but red ware of a somewhat
coarser variety which may be assigned to the second—fourth century A.p.

The finds are of great interest. The Palar theugh now dry was once
the great river of the Pallavas. It is known that Kanchi is situated
on the banks of Vegavati, a tributary of the Palar. The Vegavati joins the
Palar river a few miles away from Kanchi. Kanchi is connected to the sea
only through the Palar river. It may be mentioned that Kanchi was
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spoken of as a port by Yuan-chwang. ~Evidently boats might have been
plying from Kanchi to the Palar mouth, carrying cargoes and men.
Hence the mouth of the Palar ought to have played a vital role in the
overseas contact of the early Tamils of Tondai region. The rule of Palla-
vas was established sometimes in the 3rd century A.p. and the overseas
contact, particularly with the Far-East increased to a great extent dur-
ing the hay day of the Pallavas. It is also well known that art and
cultural “traditions of the Far-East were greatly influenced by their
contact with the Pallava land, in which the mouth of the Palar plaved &
vital role. Hence the recent finds, (Pl. 41) establish for the first time the
ancient settlements of considerable significance. It could have acted
as a major pert. ‘

Anamalai hills, District Coimbatore (Pl. 42, 43).

EXCAVATION : The attention of this department was drawn to
the existence of a dolmen at Manamboli, a village in the Anamalai hills,
by the Superintending Engineer of the Parambikulam-Aliyar project,
The dolmen was on a road under formation. The Superintending Engi-
neer first considered it necessary to remove the dolmen to avoid a sharp
turning in the road. This department undertook the excavation of the
dolmen to facilitate the road formation. Sri S. R. Rao, the then Superin-
tendent of Archaeology, was kind enough to depute Sri K. V. Raman,
Technical Assistant, and a draftsman to assist this department in the
excavation.

The dolmen consisted of three upright slabs. The ca--:one was
not found. The dolmen was covered with shrubs and anthills. These
were cleared. A circular trench was laid. The excavation revealed that
the dolmen had been robbed earlier, probably by treasure hunters. Never-
theless, it threw sufficient light on the erection of the dolmen and the
mode of interment, The dolmen consisted of a single flooring slab and
four upright slabs. The front slab was found fallen, broken into three
pieces. The rear portion consisted of two slabs placed in a line. At the
northern portion a ¢ U’ shaped cutting about 60 c.M. depth  and 40 c.m.
width was provided to facilitate depositing of the funerary objects, after
the capstone was placed. The rear slab was sealed by another vertical
slab, held in position by heavy rubble packing. The rubble at the back
was heaped and concentrated. The rear sla,b was not exa.ctly at the end
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of the side slabs; but 100 ¢:m.’ inside.- The packing at this-gap was dense.
A part of the capstone was found lying-inside the dolmen, above. 20 c.M.
-@ver the flooring slab. In this position the slab seems to have been reused by
some, probably for cooking, as evidenced by the presence of. carbonaceous.
material. . This shows that, after the dolmen had been tampered with, it
was used by human agencies.- A three metre square was formed around
the dolmen. with partly dressed stones.. The outer faces were in alignment,
while the inner faces were irregular in their shapes. In between the . up-
nght slabs and the square lay. out, the space was filled with only earth; no
rubble was found. Outside the -square, rubble of various sizes. .was
found. . -Only a small piece of iron point,: probably of a.pointed knife; was.
found during the excavation. A few pieces of black and red ware pottery
of insignificant size and shape were found. '

It is evident that first a square lay-out was made and the dolmen
erected in the middle. The interment was effected after the capstone was
placed in position.- ‘After the interment the passage at the back was
sealed and pa.cked w:th rubble Finaily the rubble was covered with
earth. - ' o

The dolmen was not-completely removed, as the engineering auth-
‘orities have dlverted the road, and preserve thls relic of ancxent occupation
i situ. : SR : -

There are no dolmens in the vicinity of this hill. About 2} metres
to the south of this site, on the hill, are found dolmen-like structures.
Two are intact, while a third had fallen down. Those that are intact
consist of a flat slab placed over two or three short, stout slabs of - irre-
gular shape. The whole is placed immediately over: the rock and there are
‘rio encircling stones, rubble, potsherds or‘bones ete. - Probably these were
made as seats by the hill dwellers The fallen one appears to be a dolmen
but has no: a,ppendages s ‘ - -

Excavatnon at Korka1 *Dlstrlct Thlrunelvch

A THE SITE "AN D HISTORICAL BAC‘KGROUND ~ Korkai,
now a tiny . village, situated in Srivaikuntam. t,a,luk lles at a dlstance of
three kilometres. to the north of the Ta,mrapa,ram river. The sea “originally
bordermg the ‘village has receded in recent times and is now about six
kilometres to the east. The river Tamrapara.m,' skirted "this town in
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.ancient times and emptied itself into the sea.here. - Thus it .formed a
natural port in ancient period. Adicchanallur, the famous urn-burial site
is only about 15 k.m. from Korkai village and is situated on the banks of
the same river Tamraparani. Korkai also lies only three kilometres from
Sa,wyarpuram, the Teri site known for its microlithic industry.

Korkai was a capital and an 1mportant port of the Pandyas i in the
centuries. precedmg the Christian era. The Tamil Sangam classics and the
classical geographers of the west have left copious references to this pors.
The Tamil classics assignable to the second century B.c. to the first century
A.p., refer to Korkai, as a far-famed port, (Pugal mali Sirappir Korkai
Munturai), the port of the Pandya ruler Va luti of beautiful chariots (Nar
rer Valuti Korkai Munruras), and the capital of the Pandya ruler of Verri-

_vel cheliyan. The Pandya rulers are frequently referred to as the lords
of Korkai (Korkai K&man) and the ruler of Korkai (Korkaivvendu). Ptolemy
refers to the place as the “country of the Kareoi. In the Kolkhic gulf
where there is pearl fishery-Sosi Kourai, Kolkhoi an emporium and mouth
of the river Solen”. The following reference is seen in the Periplus. - « From
Comari toward the south this region extends to Colchi (Korkai) where the
pearl fisheries are ; (they are worked by condemned criminals); and it ‘be-
longs to the Pandyan Kingdom.

PREVIOUS EXCAVATION: It was Rev. Dr. Caldwell who
identified the present village with ancient Korkai and drew the attention
of scholars to its importance to South Indian history. Dr. Caldwéll con-
ducted some excavations in 1876 and published his findings in Indian Anti-
quary in 1877. He was more struck by the geology of the place than its
antiquities. He found a number of urns of which one was eleven feet in
circumference and contained an entire set of human bones including a
perfect skull. The site has also attracted the attention of Sir Mortimer
Wheeler while he was the Du’ector general of Archaeology in India. '

A[M OF THE PREaENI‘ EXCAVATION: - The present
excavation (1968-—69) was undertaken by the Department of Arch®ology,
Govt. of Tamilnadu with a view to assess the.archeological potentialities
of the site and cultural sequence.

SUMMARY  OF THE RESULTS: The excavation yielded
two burial urns-one of them completely crushed and the other in fairly
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good state of preservation. A brick structure was found superimposed on
a ring well (soakage jars?). Inscribed potsherds with Damili characters
assignable to the second century B.c. to second century A.p. were found in
considerable number. One particular sherd with high black polish deser-
ves special mention. Some scholars opine that it is a Northern Black
Polished ware while others hold that it is a special variety of rouletted ware.
Sincs it is a solitary specimen, future excavations may throw further light.
If the suggestion that it is an N.B.P. is accepted, then it is for the first
time that an N.B.P. ware is found in Tamilnad proper that too in the
extreme south. Large quantity of pearl oysters found during the excavation,
testify that it was an important centre of pearl fishery. C 14 dating of
the charcoal sample collected from a hearth at the lowest strata gives
2755+ 95 years i.e. 785 B.c. The excavation has proved the importance
of the site where further excavations would be conducted during the
coming years.

CULTURAL SEQUENCE: The present "exéa.vai:,ionb at Korkai -

has revealed consecutive periods of occupation, of three main periods,
period I dating back to the urn burial period, period [T the Pandya:period
and period I1I the post Pandya period. Period I is characterised by the
occurreace of urns of megalithic variety and its associated black and red
ware, .black ware and Ted ware, shell bangle pieces, cornelian beads and
bone ornaments. Period II is marked by the occurrence of red ware, red
slipped ware, black ware a,nd brown ware, sawed conches, terracotta

objects like beads, spoutéd pot sherds ete. Period III is characterised by

the occurrence of red wares and black wares of coarse variety.

"THE CUTTINGS: Altogether seven trenches wero laid.

KRK I. It was laid at the western end of the present Korkai. The
trench measuring 3.65x 2.75 metres, was ‘excavated upto the soil. A

medieaval copper coin of Rajaraja was found in the upper layers. An urn, -

completely crushed was found at a depth of 2.54m. In the same level of
this urn was found the N.B.P. type ware. The trench also yielded a
finely facetted crystal bead. :

KRK 2 (PL 45b): To the south of the village road, near the vanni ‘

tree, the trench measuring 2.5 m. square was laid. According to local tradi-

tion, thé-area near the vanni tree contained fabulous treasure bumed deep-

into the earth. A barial urn of black and red Wa.re, small in ‘size was
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encountered at a depth of 1.62 m. The urn contained no bones or other
interment.

KRK 3 (PlL. 44a & b): At the southern end of the village in the
midst of Korkai tank, a trench of 5.70 metres square waslaid. Almost at
the surface level was found the foundations of a rectangular structure.
The foundation at the southern end consisted of a row of dressed granite
laid over river sand. At the western end it consisted of three courses
of bricks of irregular shape laid in lime mortar over pieces of grid stone
and river sand. The inner side of the structure was paved with pieces
of grid stone of irregular shapes, lying over a spread of river sand.
The foundation is obviously of a late medieaval structure.

KRK 4 (Pl. 46 & 47): Immediately to the north of the village
road, near the Panchayat office, a trench 2.5 metres in square was laid.
This area was completely covered with thorny bushes before excavation.
A brick structure lying east—west, with steps from the north at the
western end was noticed. The structure consisted of two rows of
bricks in nine courses of headers. The bricks were laid in mud plaster.
Most of the bricks were fairly big in size and measured 45 x 29 x 7.5 cm.
Immediately below the steps at the northern end, a heap of shells were
found stored. Below the structure three large sized rings, placed one
over the other (probably soakage jars) were noticed. For placing the
rings a pit has been dug and the rings have been placed in position.
The contents of the rings could not be ascertained as the brick structure
immediately overlies the rings. The rings have been held in position
by broken potsherds, conches, gridstones and other fillings. The potsherd
in the fillings were all of the coarse variety and belong to medieaval
period. Both the brick structure and the soakage rings seem to be
contemporary. However the purpose of their construction is not clear.
However the same trench yielded in other layers a number of inscribed
potsherds bearing Damili characters assignable from 3rd Century B.c. to
2nd Century A.np. At the lowest level excavated (2.69 metre) a hearth
of clay was found. Charcoal samples collected from this hearth has
yielded a date 785 B.c.

KRK. 6 and 7: were the extension of excavation of KRK 4 in
West and Northern direction to find out whether the structure extended
further. The extension on the Southern side showed a large heap of
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shell, in the layer immediately below the structure. Nothing significant
was found in both the trenches.

- KRK 5 (PL 45a): “A trench of 2.5 metre square was laid in
the west of the village. The excavation revealed seven layers. Two
rows of soakage jars, placed side by side were found with four jars
placed one over the other in the east and two in the west. They contained
a few bone pieces and Black and Red ware potsherds. - A few inscribed
potsherds were also found in this trench. - - : '

Inscnbed Sherds.

Nme potsherds bearmg inscriptions, assignable from 3rd century
B.C. to 2nd century A.p. have been found during excavation. Inscrip-
tions were found in black ware, red-slipped ware and Black and Red ware.
All the inscriptions are fragmentary in nature. - The letters are in Damili
and Brahmi characters. The letters in Damili characters conform to the
forms found in various caves of Tamilnadu and on potsherds from excava-
ted sites like Arikkamedu, Uraiyur and other places of Tamilnadu. Two
letters indisputably of the Brahmi variety are sa and da. The inscriptions
are therefore in Tamil and Prakrit languages. Generally all letters are in
early forms. However one sherd bearing two letters'are in square forms,
resembhng late Amaravati characters. In one potsherd the’ mscmptlon is
found in two lines. The readings are glven below :— :

Trench - Depth : Reading

1. KRK-4 130 m. ta o

2. y 1.44 , (cG?) na ta mna
3. s 1.50 ,, ma t pa la

4, 9 2.44 sa ta ‘
5. KRK-5 1.05 -, ki da (bha?) (ne)
6. L 1.23° ,, va ~Nne ‘

‘ i ya mna
7. 2.06 o sa ‘ye

2

8, KRK-6 - - .043 ld ne ti. a



5 - Exhibition and Seminar

“Know your Monuments” Exhibition 1965.

At the 20th meeting of the Central Advisory Board of Archaeology
held at Patna, the Government of India requested the State Governments
to organise exhibitions to popularise archaeology among the public. In
pursuance of the decision, a Spacial Exhibition called “KNow YOUR
MoxUMENTS” was organised by the State Department of Archaeology,
Tamilnadu at Rajaji Hall, Madras from 12th to 26th, December 1965.
The exhibition, opened by Thiru. M. Bhaktavatsalam, Hon’ble Chief
Minister of Tamilnadu, proved to be of educative value and received the
admiration of the public and the scholars.

The exhibition consisted of photographic enlargements of monu-
ments of Tamilnadu, and included some masterpieces of South Indian
bronzes like Vrshavihana from the Tanjavur Art Gallery, select ivory
carvings, wood carvings, copper plate charters and ancient coins of the
Tamil country. The exhibition was by far one of the best and biggest
held in the city, bringing all the art traditions of Tamilnadu under one
roof.

'The following were the suggestions made by visitors:
1. The exhibition should be permanently arranged in Madras for
the berefit of the public and foreign tourists;
2. Such exhibitions should be arranged periodically;

3. The exhibition should be taken to all District headquarters, if
not to all the towns, of Tamilnadu. (This suggestion was made by nearly
90 percent of the visitors).

4. A do cumentary film on the lines of the exhibition should be
prepared for the benefit of the public and students.

5. An illustrated book carrying the best photos of the exhibition
should be published and made available for sale.
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6. Slides, picture post-cards and photo albums should be prepared
and supplied, at cost price, to the public.’

Most of the visitors were pleased particularly by the extraordinary
good photography, arrangements of the exhibition according to subject
and time, and the section on epigraphy, especially the. development of
seripts. Thé Dipalakshmi from Madurai and the Vrshavahana from the
Tanjavur Art Gallery, specially brought for the exhibition, were much
admired.

Given below are a few extracts from the visitor’s book.

“ A visit to this exhibition is an education in itself-in history,
in architecture and in sculpture. One can spend hours and hours here and
after about two hours, I felt that I had had merely.a cursery glance
around. Apart from the magnificence of the art displayed, one must
admire the extraordinarily good photography, for which I understand,
we are indebted to the staff of the Madras State Department of Archao-
logy. It has certainly done excellent work during the few years of its
existence and I hope it will be possible for it to bring out a volume con-
taining the best among the exhibits — which will be within the reach of all

sections of the people.”” — Srr T. N. S. RacHAVAN, I c.s., (Retired),
Former Chief Secretary to Government of Tamilnadu.

«By far the best collection of photographs of monuments that T
have ever seen. It is impossible to forget the Subramanya from Gangai-
kondacholapuram, the Gnanasaraswathi and the Parvati {from Pallava-
nesvaram). The arrangement reveals exquisite good taste. Better light-
ing would have brought out the grandeur of the photographs. The chart
of Tamil letters is particularly well-done. The exhibition should be taken
round the districts. I congratulate Sri Nagaswami for the excellent
“show 7. : _ : — Srr I. MAHADEVAN, 1.A.S.,

Director of Handlooms, Government of Tamilnadu.

«“ A highly informative and interesting exhibition, organised with
considerable imagination and effort. Even the general public, not familiar
with the details of ancient and glorious past, are now in a position to see
and appreciate the vast panorama of Tamil culture and language develop-
ment. I compliment the Department of Archzology on their fine show ”’

Sr1 V. KARTHIKEYAN, I.A.S.,
Secretary, Government of Tamilnadu.
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“ An excellent collections of sculpture, ephigraphic specimens and
bronzes. The evolution of the Tamil script is well-portrayed. A cross-
section of South Indian sculpture and evolution of Temple architecture is
presented truthfully in a big conspictus. The photographs are excellent
and well present the detailed features of the objects. A highly elevating
and educative exhibition ”’. — : Sr1 R. THIRUMALAL, I.A.S.,

Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
Government of Tamilnadu.

“A very fine exhibition which should travel widely in India and
possibly abroad . ~ Mgzs. KAPILA VATSAYAYAN,
Deputy Educational Adviser to the Government of India,

Ministry of Education, New Delhi.

“Very well thought out and arranged; beautiful and educative.

Next year, an exhibition may be devoted solely to smaller and little known
temples, omitting Kanchi, Chidambaram etc., etc . — Dr. V. RAGHAVAN,
Professor of Sanskrit, University of Madras.

«T am happy I was able to spend some delightful time visiting the
Exhibition. It has been arranged carefully and with taste. I am sure it
will be of high educative value . — Dr. K. K. PiLrai,

Professor of History, University of Madras.

“The most instructive exhibition of religious art I have seen.
Please have it come to the U.S.A. — Mgr. Harry M. Buck,
(Chanburbury Pa. U. S, A.) 4, Harey's Road, Madras-10.

““Know your Heritage’’ and Seminar on Inscription, October, 1966.

To focus the attention of the public on.the epigraphical wealth of the
Tamil country, this department organised a seminar on inscriptions and
a special exhibition ** Know Your Heritage ”’ at Rajaji Hall in October
1966. Both the seminar and the exhibition were inaugurated by the’
Honourable Chief Minister of Madras on October 8th, 1966.

SEMINAR : The two-day seminar on inseriptions was presided
over by Dr. T. P. Meenakshisundaran, Vice-Chancellor, Madurai Univer-
sity. The seminar was conducted in various sessions, each session dealing
with religion, fine arts, Tamil Brahmi inscriptions, linguistics, history,
economic history and epigraphical researches. Eminent scholars in the
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field viz. Dr. Jean Filliozat, Director, French Institute of Indology, Pondi-
cherry, Pro. K. A, Nilakanta Sastri, Dr. K. K. Pillai, Sri. T. N. Ramachan-
dran, Dr. M. Rajamanickam, and Dr. T. V. Mahalingam participated in
the proceedings of the seminar by .presiding over various sessions. - Sri.
H. K. Narasimhaswamy, Superintendent of the office of the Government
Epigraphist for India,  Mysore, was kind enough to accept our invitation
and to take part in the seminar. Lecturers, research students and members
of the public.interested in the subject participated in the proceedings and
presented papers on the subject. Forty papers were read.

EXHIBITION:. A special exhibition, ¢Know -Your Heritage’
mainly devoted to the study of epigraphy was organised at Rajaji Hall
from October 8 to 22, 1966 with the help of the following institutions :-

1. French Institute of Indology, Pondicherry.

2 Madras‘ University.

3. - Ofﬁce of the Gevernment Epigraphist for India, Mysore.
4

Government Museum Ma,dra,s.

Sarvashri Murray S. Rajam and L Mahadevan took keen 1nterest
and actively helped in makmg the exhibition a success.

Our specml thanks are due to t;he Government Epigraphist for India,
who deputed one of his staff, with a large number of estampages, photo-
graphs, charts, and copper plate charters and helped this department in
organising the exhibition. Dr. Filliozat was kind enough to bring estam-
pages and photographs from Cambodia, specially for the exhibition. The
University of Madras was kind enough to loan the inscribed potsherds
with Damlh Inscrlptlon recently excavated at Uraiyur.

" The exhibition portrayed the development of the Ta,mll scmpt the
structure of the language, the economic, social, cultural, and artistic
heritage of Tamilnadu with the help of inscriptions. Portraits of eminent
epigraphists added to the usefulness of the exhibition. There was a
separate section for children, helping them to learn ancient scripts by
novel means. The exhibition remained open to the public from October 8
to 22nd 1966 and attracted a large number of visitors.
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Special exhibition at Madurai, November 1966.

At the instance of the Government and the Collector of Madurai, a
special exhibition “ Know Your Heritage ” was organised by this depart-
ment at the Pudumandapam, Madurai, from 6th to 13th November 1966.
The Collector of Madurai was kind enough to arrange for the transport of
exhibits from Madras to Madurai and back. The electricity charges were
also met by him. The exhibition was inaugurated by the Chief Minister
of Madras on November 6, 1966.

Seminar and special exhibition on Kaviripoompattinam, August [967.

A seminar and an exhibition intended to focus the attention of the
public on the ancient port of Kaviripoompattinam and the recent archaeo-
logical excavations at the site were arranged by the Department of
Archaeology Government of Tamilnadu in August, 1967.

A recitation competition was arranged for city school children.
Seventy five lines relating to Pumpuhar from either Pattinappalai or from
Silappadikaram were prescribed. About 80 students from various schools
participated.

To create interest among college students of the city, an oratorical
competition was held in this office on August 8, 1967. Twenty six stu-
dents from various colleges participated. -

The seminar and the exhibition were inaugurated on the evening of
August 14, 1967, Thiru. V. R. Nedunjezhian, Hon'ble Minister for Educa-
tion, presided over the function. Thiru. M. Karunanidhi, Hon’ble
Minister for Public Works, declared the exhibition open, while Thiru.
M. Muthuswamy, Hon’ble Minister for Rural Development, distributed
prizes to the winners. The meeting was attended by a very large gather-
ing in a specially erected pandal at the Office of the Director of Archaeo-
logy, 60/10, Edward Elliots Road, Madras-4.

SEMINAR : The seminar on Kaviripoompattinam, organised on
August 15, 1967, also attracted a large gathering. It was addressed by
eminent scholars like Dr. M. Varadarajanar, Dr. Ilakkuvanar, Pulavar
Govindan, and Dr. K. K. Pillai. The concluding session was presided over
by Thiru. Saw. Ganesan, when Thiru. M. P. Sivagnana Gramani, M.L.A.,
addressed the gathering. ’
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SPECIAL EXHIBITION : A special exhibition on Pumpuhar was
organised from August 14 to 20, 1967 at the Office of the Director. The
exhibition was arranged with the help of antiquities, photographs, charts,
models ete. The Archaeological Survey of India, which conducted the
excavations at Kaviripoompattinam, were kind enough to loan the exca-
vated antiquities and to depute their own staff to display and look after
the antiquities. The Shanti Sadan Trust, Madras, kindly lent coins
and terracotta pieces found at Kaviripoompattinam. The Director of
Industries was kind enough to permit the Sculpture Training Centre,
Mahabalipuram, to prepare a model of Kaviripoompattinam.

The exhibition was a grand success and was well received by the
public and the press. Over 5,000 students from various schools and
colleges visited the exhibition and recorded their appreciation.

“/Ind World Tamil Conference’’ Special Exhibition, January, 1968.

During the month of January, 1968, the Department was mainly
engaged in organising a special exhibition in connection with the IInd Inter-
national Conference of Tamil Studies, sponsored jointly by the Govern-
ment of Tamilnadu, and the International Association of Tamil Research.
Exhibits from various parts of Tamilnadu were received and displayed
suitably in the University Examination hall.

The exhibition was opened by Thiru C. Rajagopalachari on January
3rd 1968, under the chairmanship of Dr. A. Lakshmanaswamy Mudaliar,
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Madras. Thiru. C. N. Annadurai,
Hon’ble Chief Minister of Tamilnadu raleased the ¢handbook’ brought
out in connection with the exhibition on the occasion.

The exhibition consisted of excavated antiquities from various
parts of Tamilnadu, paintings, musical instruments, stamps, photographs
of wild life of Tamilnadu, exquisite bronzes, ivory carvings, wood carvings,
coins, jewels, rare manuscripts, books, vahanas and photographs illustrat-
ing temple, art and architecture. There was a separate section on the
forts of Tamilnadu. :

The Director-of Archeology presided over one of the group sessions,
of the International Conference of Tamil Studies, and presented a paper
on the evolution of Tamil, Vatteluttu and Grantha scripts before the
international gathering.
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Korkai Exhibition, November 1969.

A special exhibition of excavated antiquities from Xorkai was
organised in the departmental buildings in November 1969. Displayed in
the exhibition were burial urns, iron and copper objects, inscribed pot-
sherds, conches, shells, beads etc., found during the excavations. Photo-
graphic enlargements, charts, and maps relating to Korkai and the
excavations were also on view. The exhibition was visited by a large
number of visitors. Padma Sri. A. Ghosh, Director General of Archaeology
in India, Rtd., pald a visit to the exhibition.

The exhlbltlon was declared open by Thiru. M. P. Sivagnana
Gramaniyar, M.L.A. with Thiru. V. R. Nedunchezhiyan, Honourable Minister
for Education, Govt. of Tamilnadu in the chair. Prof. Jean Tilliozat,
Director, Ecole Francaise and French Institute of Indology, Pondicherry
and Thiru. K. S. Narasimhan, 1.4.s. Commissioner for Hindu Religious and

Charitable Endowment Dept. released the Departmental publications on
the occasion.
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With a view to publish inscriptions of T.amllna,du the Government
have smcmoned a small treadle printing unit, for this Deparbment ,

240 inscriptions copled from Madras City, ha,ve been printed.

inscriptions of Kanyakumari District are going through the press
Eminent scholars like Thiru Saw. Ganesan, Dr. Vidya Dehejia of Gambridge
University, Dr. G.' R. H. erght Unesco expert and I. Mahadevan 1.4.8.,

have contributed for publication by this Department, valuable monographs

and guides. The following publications have been brought out since the

establishment of the prmtmg unit in August 1968.
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WORLD INTEREST IN TAMIL ARCHAEOLOGY
BY
Prof. Jean Filliozat
Director, Ecole Francaise and French Institute of Indology, Pondicherry.

(Tkis speech was delivered by Prof. Filliozat when he kindly released
the Departmental books at a function on 12th November, 1969.)

I feel much honoured and very happy to have the opportunity to
express, in this occasion of the release of books on Tamil archaeology, my
hearty felicitations to the authors and to the Department of Archzology
of the Government of Tamilnadu.

These books are scholarly productions but also fit to arouse the
interest of Tamil people for his glorious past. I am sure they will be wel-
comed by both scholars and general public. ' :

The past of the nations is not merely an object of curiosity for
amateurs of antiquities or an object cherished only by old minded peoples.
Even those who are forging ahead for the progress toward the future
cannot ignore it. It is a part of ourselves. Through the centuries our
present nations, our present habits, customs, feelings and cultures have
been gradually built. We cannot understand what we are if we don’t
take care of the past. To leave it out of our scope is not to go ahead
with our time. Our time is a time of discoveries, of making, of a better
and more and more scientific knowledge of everything.

Tamil people is a living one and one of those who have played
a great role in Asia, continuously, without any break since the Anti-
quity. His past must be studied by Tamilians who may be proud of
his glory, but also by all foreigners who devote themselves to the
science of the Man.

That is why a group of scholars of various countries have joined
together, at the occasion of an International Congress of Orientalists at
New Delhi, in order to found an International Association of Tamil
Research. This Association has already held two Conferences, thanks to
~ the kind hospitality of Kualalumpur and Madras. Now we are to prepare
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a third -conference-to-be-held «in -next .Julyin Paris. This-one will enable
more Western scholars to participate. The participants will not meet
just to hear individual papers on any subject. They will meet in order to
discuss reports and documents jprapared in advance, cyclostyled and
circulated among shem before the meetings. The.subjects, of-course, will
be limited in number and they are selected among those which are impor-
tant not only for special Tamil studies but also for the enquiries on the
setting -of Tamil <culture among the cultures of All Indla. -and on the
expansion -of Familiansibeyond the -sea.

“Not.only contents -and -achievements of Tamil culture ‘but -also its
rélations must be‘investigated tby-the International research.

Tamil language and Tamil culture :wre mot thase .of one lisolated
island in the ocean. They have evolved throughout the ages in their
sperennial originality but in -close -and .permanent comtact with other
languages and -cultures, both iin India and in South: East Asia where big
Tamil groups have been established-all-along the ‘history

In India they are neighbours of languages and cultures of ‘Kerala,
Kannada and Andhra and akin to-them. Tamil language, though belong-
ing to another linguistic family than. Sanskrit and related la.nguaoes, and
though always keeping its own genius and grammar as ‘well as its own
-vocabulary, has developed itself in ¢losé contact-and harmonious relation
?Wlth Sanskrit. A

Smskrlt is no‘t -a foreign language-in Tamllnadu it has-been :a con-
quered one and an integrated one. In-spite-of the fact it is.originally .a
Vadamoli, a language from the North it has not been introduced as langu-
age of intruders,"because it was not the mother tongue of amy parsicular
nation.. It has been used in Tamilnadu, like in the other parts of India
and abroad as an interregienal and even as-an international link language,
since the first.centuries A.D. ‘No other link language was available at that
time, long before the birth of Hindustani and the introduction of English.
That is why Tamilians have written many inscriptions in India and also in
South—East Asia in Sanskrit and, without any prejudice to Tamil and Tamil
literature, they ‘have much contributed to the Sanskrit literature. Rama-
nuja, for example has developed in Sanskrit, for the sake of general
diffusion, the ‘Tamil philosophical ideas of Nammalvar. To ignore the
Sanskrit Titerary activity of Tamilians would be to mutilate their historical
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importance and deprive oneself of means of understanding a great part of
their achievements. .

But the main efforts of the researchmow:is, of course, to improve
the knowledge .of Tamil for the linguistic paint .of view..and of Tamil litera-
ture and art. They have not yet received enough attention in the general
Indological studies. Comparatively few masterpieces of Tamil literature
‘have been translated in Western languages. Fortunately, great Tamil
‘Scholars, like Swaminatha Iyar, have already established excellent critical
editions of Sangam texts. Tamil philology in Tamilnadu is flourishing
since that time and now Foreign Scholars of any country have, thanks to
‘them, the basis of all the work at their dispdsal.

The present undertaking of providing also the scientific research
with Archeological and Epigraphical ‘genuine material ‘will complete the
work of philologists ‘and, thanks to this effort, so successful as we see
today, a full fledged International research in Tamil studies will surely
:soon develop. :

I am very happy to renew -our.best felicitations to the Department
of Archzology of Tamilnadu.



MUTTARAIYAR

K. G. Krishnan, M.a.,
. Superintending Epigraphist, Chief Epigraphisi’s Office, Mysore.

-

The role of feudatories in the history of a country is often a
very important factor that influences the rise and fall of the main
dynasties. The feadatories behave like reeds and thus manage to sur-
-vive upto a considerably long period. Here it is proposed to deal with
one such family of feudatories called Muttaraiyar. The etymology of the
term yields several meanings of which one i.e., minru+taraiyar (lords
of three territories) appears to be quite reasonable and may very well
fit into the context of the times. One important title of this family
Kalvar Kalvan seems. to invest this etymology with some significance.
The title which can be transcribed also as Kalavara, Kalavra or Kalabhra
recalls to our mind the well-known turning point in the history of the
Tamil country when the Kalabhras came as a force to replace the three
kingdoms viz., Pallava, Chola and Pandya (and not the traditional
Chera, Chola and Pandya). This explains why and how the Chola coun-
try, mainly the Kaviri basin in its central parts came to be ruled over
by the chiefs of this family, when the Pallavas and the Pandyas emerged
after subjugating the Kalabhras. It is yet not clear why the Cholas did
not rise up in the period as the two other. Simhavishnu seems to be the
first Pallava to conquer the Chola country. The Muttaraiyar along with
the Velir of Kodumbalur were allowed to be a buffer between the Pallavas
and the Pandyas, thus giving the Cholas no chance to rise up till they
wore themselves out.

The Naladiyar, a famous anthology in Tamil refers to Perumutta-
raiyar in two stanzas (nos. 200 and 296). The first is in praise of their
munificence. The second states that they would not beg even though
they were themselves poor. Thus the stanzas included in this anthology
might have been composed during the course of their history. This
anthology has been placed in the eighth century on the basis of the
reference in the two stanzas to be identified with the Muttaraiyar
family known from Sendalai pillar inscriptions.
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The earliest member of this family known from epigraphy is Kuvavan
who is only indirectly referred to in two records. One of the two is
from Malaiyadippatti in Kulattur Taluk in District Thiruchirapalli.
This inscription? which is engraved on a pillar in the mukha mandapa of
the cave-temple in the village is dated in the sixteenth year in the reign
of Dantivarman. It seems to record some grant made to the deity
called Bhatarar consecrated in the cave-temple excavated in the Thiru-
valattur-malai by Videlvidugu Muttaraiyan alias Kuvavan Chattan.
Kuvavan in this name obviously stands for the name of the chief’s father.
The other inscription is the well known Sendalai pillar inscription? of
which the extant portions commence with the name Kuvavan Maran alias
Perumbidugu Muttaraiyan. It is proposed here that Kuvavan, the father
of this Maran is identical with his namesake, the father of Chattan of the
Malaiyadippatti inscription.8 Thus Maran and Chattan may be considered
to be the sons of Kuvavan. The former’s name Maran appears to suggest
the Pandya affiliation of the Muttaraiyar family which might have promp-
ted Kuvavan to name him so after his Pandya overlord probably identical
with Rajasimha, the father and predecessor of Jatila Parantaka Varaguna I
who was a Maran. This family was possibly weaned away by the diplo-
macy of Nandivarman I to stem the tide of Pandya aggression. Conse-
quently we find Maran naming his son Params$varan after actual name of
Nandivarman II. Chuvaran (for Parameivaran) Maran got his name
from his grand father Kuvavan Maran. This branch of Kuvavan’s family
was perhaps the senior and more assertive as evidenced by the Sendalai
inscriptions, than the junior branch originating from Kuvavan Chattan.
The latter seems to have had two sons and a daughter, to judge from their
patronymics. They are Chattan Bhuti (or Pudi), Chattan Paliyili and
Chattan Kali respectively. The first had the title Vidélvidugu-Ilango-adi-
yaraiyan and he was the builder of the so called Vijayalaiyacholi$varam
at Narttamalai. A genealogical chart is appended in which other mem-
bers of this family are also included.

1. Inscriptions (Texts) of the Pudukkottai State, no. 18.
2. Epigraphia Indica, XIII, pp. 134 {f.

3. The palaeography of the Sendalai pillar inscription has to be judged,
keeping in mind, the ornate nature of its calligraphy. Shorn of its ornamentation, it will
be seen that it fits into the scheme adumbrated here also from the point of view of
palaeography.
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Besides those who are represented in this family, there was a chief,
perhaps of this dynasty, who managed to become independent and issued
records dated in his own regnal years unlike any other member of the
family described above, all of whom had adopted titles reflecting their
subordinate position under the Pallavas. This chief known as Ilango-
Muttaraiyar cannot be identified with any of this family because one of
his inscriptions? refers to a place called Arifijigaipuram in Attuppalli
Niyamam which can be identified with Thirukkattuppalli and Nemam in
Thanjavur Taluk. This Arifijigaipuram was perhaps so named after Podi
Arindigai. This is in preference to the possibility of its being so named
after Prince Arifijaya, the son of Parantaka I, for the locality was under
the direct rule of the Muttaraiyar, and Pudi Arifidigai was a Muttaraiyar
princess (see chart). On the basis of this identity, the reign of Ilango-
Muttaraiyar will have to be placed some time at the end of Aditya’s
reign. The ‘only other period when this can be placed is after the
invasion of Krishna III. Also paleography will not support any date
that is outside the range indicated here. Ilango-Muttaraiyar’s records are
from Thiruchennampundi 2 in Thanjavur Taluk, Thirukkodikaval ¢ in Kumba-
konam Taluk-both these dated in the thirteenth year, one from Thirukkodi-
kaval4 in the seventeenth year and another from Sendalai’ in Than-
javur Taluk in the eighteenth year. An inscription from Thirucchat-
turai6 in Thanjavur Taluk, not dated in the reign of any king, records
the creation of an endowment in gold for a lamp called Uttamadani by
Tennavan Ilango-Muttaraiyan alias [Kalndan O. .. Peruman. This title
recalls to one a similar title of Bhuti Vikramakesari i.e., Tennavan-Ilan-
govelan. It is not unlikely that at the time of this record tais chief was
almost independant. The resords, dated in his reign, in which the epithet,
Tennavan. is dropped may have to be placed after the date of the above
inscription. Tennavan may Ssignify his subordination to the Pandyas

SI1, V11, 529.

SII, VII, no. 529 (303-D of 1901)

A.R.E., 1931, no. 39. This is are-engraved inscription.
Ibid., no. 14. This is also a re-engraved record.

SI1, VI, no. 448 (12 of 1899).

Ibid., V. no. 618 (61 of 1895).

I
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before the date of his independence. Another epigraph! from Kiranur in
Kulattur Taluk in District Thiruchirappalli dated in the thirteenth year of
this chief refers to the temple as UttamadaniSvaram, thus connecting it
with the Thirucchatturai record mentioned above. The name Uttamadani-
chaturvedimangalam occurring in an inseription? of the twentyfifth year of
Parantaka I at Melappaluvir in Udaiyarpalaiyam Taluk in the District
Thiruchirappalli is obviously connected with the title Uttamadani, perbaps,
this Ilango-Muttaraiyar. This chief should have, however, ruled only
after the period of all the chiefs mentioned in the chart ( below p 73).

The following monuments may be attributed to the Muttaraiyar on
the basis of definite statements made in the ingcriptions: (1) the cave-
temple of Bhatarar in Tiruvalatturmalai (Malaiyadippatti by Kuvavan
Chattan in the sixteenth year of Dantivarman ; (2) ‘the Padari’ temple at
Niyamamakalam by Chuvaran Maran as stated in Sendalai pillar inscrip-
tion; (3) the so-called Vijaiyalaiyacholi§varam at:Narttamalai by Chat-
tam-pudi;? (4) the Paliyilisvaram cave temple 4 excavated by Chattan
Paliyili; and (5) the cave-temple now called Pushpavaneivara temple at
Puvalaikkudi probably excavated by Pudi-Kalari.5 , .

Two chiefs figuring in the records of the area have beon taken
to belong to the Muttaraiyar family. The earlier of these two
Videlvidugu-vilupp@radi-araisan alias Chattan-Maran is mentioned in a
record® palaeographically assignable to a period before the middle of
the eighth century, thus making him earlier than Kuvavan, the first
member shown in the chart. The inscription refers to the renovation of some
structure, the details of which are not given, by his mother Perumbidugu-
Perumdeévi. This will be the earliest reference to Muttaraiyar

1. Inscriptions of the Pudukkottai States, no. 237.
2. A.R.E., 1924, No. 359. .
3. A.R.E.,1940-41, No. 216. This was repaired by Mallan Viduman.

4. SII, XII, no. 63. This was improved by the addition of some more struc-
tures by Paliyili-Chiriyanangai, his daughter and the wife of Mallan Anantan. The latter’'s
name is not Pallan as published.

5. A.R.E., 1907, no. 142.
6. Inscription of the Pudukkottai State, no. 13.
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chief who might have been a brother of Kuvavan or might have
belonged to an earlier ‘genération. - The identity of the. other chief
Marppiduvinar. alias Péradiaraiyargal! as a -Muttaraiyar is not quite
clear. Another chief Kaduvetti-Muttaraiyan is mentioned in an inscrip-
tion2 of Dantivarman and his place in the -geneabgy is not known.

The region ruled over by the Muttaralyar did not have a.ny sepa-
rate name. There is, however, a solitary reference to Muttaraiyar-nadu,
The inscription? dated in the 26th year of N ripatunga describes the donor-v 4
Pudi-Dhiran alias’ Kadavadlya.rlyan, a Vijayanallulan of Kithtr in Vlla,-
nadu in the western division mik%ru of the Muttaraiyar-nadu. This
Kihur is the same Kuhiur in Lalgudi Taluk on  the northern bank of the
Kollidam river opposite to the Grand Anjcut on the Kaviri. Thus this
area should have formed the western pa,rt of the dominions ruled by the
Muttarasyar. The area around Thanjavur (Tanjai as referred to in Sen-
dalai records) formed perha,ps the eastern division. . Their dominion
might have extended as far as Melappaluvur in Udcuyarpala,iyam‘ Taluk
in Dijstrict Thiruchirappalli in the north and Narttamalai in Kulattur
Taluk ;in the south.4 :

1. Ibzd ‘no. 17 .
2. SIL., XII, no. 44. andA R. E., 1906, no. 542.
3. SII, VI, 368. _ .

4, ‘K1Iattan1yam turther south would have been the limit in the time of
Ilango-Muttaraiyar, if the name Uttamadanisvaram, of the temple in that village is
with the title Uttamadani of th1s chief.
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A PANDYA. ROCK-CUT CAVE AT MANAPPADU
ON'PEARL FISHERY COAST
BY

- H Sarkar m.a.,

Superintending Archaeologist, Archaeological Survey of India, Temple Survey Project.

The rock-cut cave at Manappadu is-a new addition to the list of
rock-architecture in the Pandya.country, and, of all-the sandstone caves.on
the Pearl Fishery Coast, it is by far the most impressive. An indirect
reference to this cave seems to.have been made in the Annual Report of
Archaeological Survey of Southern India, 1901 which states that, “Rock:cut
caves of Pandyan origin were found at Kulasekharapatnam and
Thiruchendur.” ! But so far as: the present knowledge goes no such
cave exists at Kulasekharapatnam: Perhaps the one noticed at Manappadu
has been referred to-incorrectly. as. the:rock-cut cave at Kulasekhara-
patnam, a plaee situated about: 5'km. to the north ofiManappadu.

Manappadir stands on the. northera,fringe of a sandy promontory
conspicuous by-the prescnce of: a: lighthouse erested originally in 1888.
As an early settlement of the Christian missionaries, the:place, inhabited
mostly by the Paravans, figures-prominently in the history of the Pearl
Fishery Coast.. ¢ It-was one of the first villages visited. by St. Francis
Xavier, and.a grotto.is:still pointed out on the seaward face of the cliff
in which that saint lived and prayed.”’2 This very cave has Been referred
to in some; of the-publications on the life and activities.of St. Francis

) 1. Annual Heport of the Archaeological Survey; of Southern India, 1901,
July 22nd, para 7, p.6.

2. H.R. Pate, Madras District Gazetteers, Tinnevelly, 1 (Madras, 1917),
pp: £02-3,
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Xavier.? This grotto, overlooking the distant Thiruchendur headland, is: a;
rock-excavation in the hardened sandstone cliff of the Manappadu:
promontory. Splashed by the waves of the Gulf of Mannar, the cave is:
located in a picturesque surrounding comparable in every respect to that
of the Valli’s cave near the Subrahmanyasvami temple at Thiruchendur,
the latter is about 18 km. to the north of the Manappadu headland. An
official of the famous. temple at:Thiruchendur, who first informed the writer
abaut the existence of the rock-excavation at Manappadu, mentioned it as
the original Valli’s cave.2

Description

The cave (fig. 1) facing eastward is a modest excavation with its
opening towards the sea. Exeavated to a depth of 32 ft. (9:75 m), it is, in
the main, a pillared hall, measuring 16 ft. 4 in. x 17 ft. 6 in. (5 x 5-3 m),
having a constricted vestibule (5 ft 6in. x 8 ft. 6 in. or 1-7 x 2:6 m) fronted
by a porch (12 ft. or 3:65 m in breadth), all placed axially. The roofs of the
porch and the vestibule have almost given way but, in all likelihood, they

1. The Hand of Xavier in the Pear] Fishery Coast, compiled by a son of
St. Francis Xavier (Madra, 1920), puhlishes a photograph (page facing 158) which does
not appear to be a real one as it has not even remote similarity with the cave. On the
other hand, it describes the cave somewhat correctly as follows (pp. 157-58 f.n.), ‘At the
extreme point of the promontory at Manappadu as is rightly recorded in the life of
Fr. Verdier S] by Fr. Dessal, SJ’ there is a grotto of triple nave, 12’ high, and as many feet
broad. In all appearance it was excavated by human hands to serve as atemple of
idolatory. Tradition tells us that its guardian, a Sivite penitent ceded it to St. Francis
Xavier, when he visited these sea-coasts for the first time.” ... This grotto, cut out in
the rock, is well preserved as a chapel and venerated by the Manappad Christians,"’
The Life of Francis Xavier from the Italian of Rev. Frs. D. Bartoli and JP Matfei (first
Indian edition by a son of St. Francis Xavier, Madras (1923) also publishes the same
photcgraph.on page facing 66.

2. Shri Avudaiyappan, Superintendent of Choultry, Thiruchendur Temple.
Manappadu appears to be connected with many ancient traditions. The original name of
the place is said to be "Mappadu.’” When the Asura Surapadma stood as a huge mango
tree in the sea, off Manappadu, God Subrahmanya struck at him with his spear and clove
the tree into two, one part becoming a cock and the other a peacock. Then the God
defeated them and made the cock his banner and the peacock his vehicle or vahana.
It is said that on this account the place came to be known as ''Mappadu’’ and that no
mango tree flourishes in the soil of "*Mappadu '’ even to this day. It is probably on
account of these traditions that the rock-cut cave at Manappadu is pointed out by the
lagal people as the original Valli's cave. The abowve.story is stated in J. M. Somasun-
daram Pillai's Tiruchendur (Madras, 1948), p. 46.
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 had originally no pillars. . Four pillars, two in each row, divide the main
hall into three bays; they are plain and rsctangular in section. The utlira
~or beam that runs over the potika or corbel has: been transformed into
arches rising between the two pillars; perhaps it is'not an original feature.
Likewise, the depressions on the smooth wall-surface’s simulating niches—
three on the northern, and one each on the eastern and the western sides—

~ are probably recent renovation for transforming it .into a church.! Even

the low benches, 2 ft. (0:6 m.) in height, cut.out of the northern and the
southern walls might not have been an original feature. The altar with
the standing figure of Xavier at the back wall of the cave has been raised
after cutting the rock to a depth of about 1 ft. (0-3 m.). On the whole,
the cave appears to be a simple excavation without any shrine-cell or
embellishments, and, in all probability, intended to be used as a residential
.cave unlike those excavated in the granite rock.

- The Manappadu cave has a circular well (diam. 3 ft. 3 in or 0.98 m.
internally) at the north-eastern corner of the hall or mandapa, a charac-
teristic very much unusualin the rock-cut tradition of the Pallavas and
the Pandyas. Nor can it be compared with the water-cisterns so common
in the western Indian caves. As a matter of fact, the location of the cave
at this point at Manappadu was due largely to the easy availability of
spring-water on  this coast.? Even the situation of the Thiruchendur
group of caves was similarly conditioned by the availability of spring-
water in the neighbourhood. Evidently, the inmates of the Thiruchendur-
and the Manappadu caves had to depend on these springs for the supply of
drinking water.

Comparison
The caves at Thiruchendur and Manappadu, as stated above, were

excavated in the sandstone cliff unlike those in the farther inland where
excavations in granite had been the general rule. From this point of

‘ 1. An inscribed stone-tablet outside records in English and Tamil that, ‘' This
cave (once the dwelling of a Saivite Sanyasi) has been sanctified by the prayers and pen-
ances of Saint Francis Xavier. ** It is followed by the Tamil translation of the English

text. The last line gives the date 1542- 1552 evidently the period of St. Xavxer s stay in
that area.

2. A big well on the sea-shore; not far awéy from the Manappadu cave, is
now being used by the inhabitants there. . :
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view, the caves on the Pearl Fishery Coast form a distinct class in contra-
distinction to the granite ones in the Pandya country. Secondly, while
the granite groups, barring the natural caverns, were cave-temples of
various dimensions, the excavations in the tufaceous sandstone, definitely
an inferior type of material, might have been used generally as monk-
cells. This is true, as it will be shown presently, also in the case of the
Thiruchendur group of caves.

The Valli’s cave at Thiruchendur (fig. 2 ) comprising a partially-
excavated hall and an inner cell to be approached through an ‘I’-shaped
passage was not perhaps intended to be used as a cave-shrine. Originally,
the excavation consisted of a cell, with its entrance from the north and a
narrow passage from the north-eastern corner of the .excavation. Some
attempt might have been made subsequently to work on the unexcavated
part which resulted in the formation of an ambulatory passage all round
the unworked mass measuring 11 ft. 9in. x 12 ft. (36 x 3-65 m). It is evi-
dent from the presence of buttress-like projections on the southern sides,
which are absent on the northern face of the unexcavated mass. The
entire excavation was carried out to a depth of 42 ft. 3 in. (12-9 m.) but
once the inner shrine is excluded the depth (31 ft. 6 in. or 9-6 m) is almost
equal to that of the Manappadu cave.

Besides the Valli’s cave, the ruins of a few excavations are to be
seen at a slightly higher level than that of the former. There were at
least three separate excavations, facing north-west and one of them must
have had pillars. They were very small excavations, about 6 ft. (18 m.) deep
and 4 ft. (1-2 m) in height, used possibly as cave-resorts. The Thiruchendur
temple-complex, too, might have engulfed a number of caves, of which the
shrine with Anantadayana Vishnu has retained much of its original charac-
ter as a rock-excavation. The District Gazetteer of Tinnevelly states
that <‘the original portion of the temple, containing the shrine of Subrah-
manyaswamy and his two Amms=ns is cut out of the sandstone rock; the
cliff has been left as far as possible to form the circuit walls, pillars, and
reinforcements of stone being added to support the stone superstructure.
At one point in the outer circuit a shrine dedicated to Vishnu has been
hollowed out of the rock itself.””! At present, the Ranganatha cave,
facing south, measures 10 ft. (3 m.) in width and 7 ft. (2 m.) in depth,

1. H.R. Pate, op. cit. p. 506.
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with a height of about 4 ft. (1.2 m). Even the Pafichalingsévara shrine
by the side of the Subrahmanya sanctum was originally a rock-excava-
tion as it is evident from the chunks of sandstone jutting out of the sub-
sequent masonry work. Facing east, it measures about 8 ft. 10 in. x 6 ft.
6 in. (2.7 x 2 m.) the height being only 5 ft. (1.5 m). It is, thus, evident
that the Thiruchendur headland had at least half-a-dozen caves excavated
in the hardened sandstone cliff, and all of them were small excavations,
with their heights varying from 4 ft. (1.2 m.) to 10 ft. (3 m). Compared to
these caves, the one at Manappadu is much more impressive, and also
larger in size. Yet, either of the groups is not associated with any shrine.
In the circamstances, one has to identify them as residential cells, quite .
distinet from those cut into hard granite rocks. Evenin general layout the
caves on the Pearl Fishery Coast stand apart from the known Pandya types,
which may broadly be divided into the following five groups (figure 3) :—

Type I: Simple squarish shrine-cells, with a semblance of a
ardha-mandapa, and generally enshrining a rock-cut liniga. This type is
rare in the Pallava country but it constitutes a dominant type in the
Pandya area. Examples of this type come from Vilinjam, Bhutapandi, -
Piranmalai, Malayakkovil (eastern Siva cave ete.

TypE II: Simple squarish shrine-cells fronted by a well-defined
porch, often divided into two segments by providing a constriction and a
difference in levels, and with two pillars and also sometimes enshrining a
rock-cut liiga. Examples come from Narasitmha Perumal cave (dated to
A.D. 770)! and Ladan Kovil at Anaimalai, Malaiyadikkurichi (middle of the
seventh century),? Thirugokarnam, Virasikhamani, Sittannavasal (earlier
than the ninth century)? and Kudumiyamalai (seventh century).4 '

1, . A. S. Ramanatha Ayyar (ed.), South Indian Inscriptions, XIV (The
Pandyas), pp. (i) and 1-2.

2. K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, A History of South India (Madras, 1966), p. 152.

3. T. N.Ramachandran, *” Cave Temple and Paintings of Sittannavasal,'’
Lalit Kala, no. 9 (New Delhi, 1961), pp. 34-37. Also see, P. R. Srinivasan, ''The pillar-
inscriptions of Sittannavasal and their bearing on the date of its paintings, ** ibid., p. 57.

4. V. Venkatasubba Ayyar, op. cit., p. 3, no. 7. The cave bears a label pari-
vadini-e which occurs also at Malayakkoyil, Tirugokarnam and Tirumayam (upper and
lower Siva caves). Prof. Sastri, op. cit., p. 364. writas, '’ The musical inscription of Kudu-
miyamalai (Pudukkottai), which consists of exercises to be practised on stringed instru-
ments has been without good reason assigned to Pallava Mahendravarman I; we read at.
the end of the inscription that it was the work of a Saiva monarch who was the pupil of
Rudracarya, evidently a famous 'music master of the seventh or eighth century.”
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Type III: One celled shrine in the centre of the excavation, with
ardha-mandapa and maha-mandapa and having four pillars in variable
arrangements. The shrine is generally square if it does not house the
image of Anantafayana Vishnu. Examples come from Kalugumalai,
Thirukkalakkudi, Mangudi, etc. The cave at Pillaiyarpatti (seventh cen-
tury )! with three pillars and a pilaster, has its maka-mapdapa running
north-south although the shrine-cell and the ardha-mandapa have an ea,st-
west orientation.

Type IV: Caves with a shrine at one of its sides and having
pillars at the entrance of the cave. Examples come from Thirunandikkara,
Thirupparankunram (Umaiyandan cave), Thirumayam (Satyagiri§vara’ Siva
cave dated to the seventh century),2 Malayakkovil (southern Siva cave),
Thirumalaipuram, etc. It is more a Pandyan than a Pallava type, for the
latter class is represented only by two examples, one at Dalavanur and
the other at Thiruchirapalli (Upper Cave).2

Type V: Caves with more than one shrine. Examples come from
Thiruchirapalli (lower cave) and Thirupparankunram (Subrahmanya
cave, A.D. 773).4

The five types of caves in the Pandya country arranged from
simple to the most evolved type without, however, any chronological
basis, are clearly temples meant for enshrining a lisiga or an image. Some-
times, there are niches with sculptured figures on the wall, as one finds at

1. A.S. Ramanatha Ayyar, op. cit., p.62. R. Nagaswamy, however, dates it
to the fifth century A. D. See his '’ Some contributions of the Pandyas to South India
Art,** Artibus Asiae, xxvii, 3, pp. 267-68.

2. A.S. Ramanatha Ayyar, op. cit, pp. (ii) and 2.

3. K. R. Srinivasan, Cave-Temples of the Pallavas, (New Delhi, 1964),
pp. 71-89, and figs. 12 and 13.

4. A. S. Ramanatha Ayyar, op. cit., pp. (ii) and 2. For dated Pandya
Caves, see K. R. Srinivasan, ‘‘Rock-cut Monuments, '’ in Archaeological Remains
Monuments and Museums (New Delhi 1964), p. 147. The present paper has not taken
into account the cave-temples indisputably atiributable to the Muttaraiyars such as
those at Narttamalai, Kunnandarkovil, Malaiyadippatti etc. Also see, V. Venkatasubba
Ayyar, '' Rock-cut caves in Pandya country, '’ Proceedings o{ the Ninth Session of tIze
Indian History Congress (Patna, 1946), pp. 116-17.
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Thirupparankunram and Thiruchirapalli. Needless to say, the caves on the
Pearl Fishery Coast, devoid of any embellishments, do not confirm to any

of the types of cave-temples enumerated above. The Manappadu cave,
however, vaguely recalls-the. Type [II of the above ‘classification, but

fundamentally, both differ from one another as the former is a monk-cell
while the latter represents a shrine: Thus, the Pandya caves, at the first
instance, may be divided into two groups, viz., (i) cave-temples in granite
and (ii) excavations in sandstone, generally used as cave-resorts. The
former so far as the ground- plan is concerned shows the five different
types classified above ' :
A . .. Dating

In the absericé of any foﬁndati(;n-inscription it is difficult to date
the rock—cut cave at Manappadu. Further, its transformation into a
Roman Catholic Church has also made the dating on stylistic grounds
difficult. The excavation in the hardened sandstone and its use as a
monk-cell are factors that may connect the Manappadu cave, chronologi-
cally and a.rchltectura,lly, with the Thu'uchendur ones. But the dating of
the Valli’s cave is, again based on circumstantial evidence. However, it
is a well-known. fact that Thiruchendur as a centre of the Subrahmanya
cult attained renown as early as the Sangam -period,! although no details
in respect of types and materials of structures there of that period are
available.

It is generally held that the Pandyas in the far south touk to rock-
architecture only after the Pallavas. The latter started it some time in the
last quarter of the sixth or first quarter of the seventh century. On the
basis of the dated Pandyan caves one can safely fix the beginning of the
rock-cut tradition in the far south to the middle of the seventh century.

" For mstance, the rock-cut cave at Malaiyadikkurichi yielding an inscription
of Sendan or Jayantavarman is ascrlbable to the third quarter of the

1. The Sangam works refer to Thiruchendur as Sendil (Puram: 55, 11.
18-19; Silappadikaram : .24), and Alaivai (Agam : 266, 11. 20- 21; Thirumurugarrup-
padaz, 1. 125). Tha Thirumurugarruppadai by. Nakkirar is a long poem in praise of
the six principal abodes (Padaividu) of Muruga in thz Tamil country. Of these, the
shrine at Thiruchendur occupies the second place in importance. Information from .
Dr. (Miss) D. Devakunjari. :



seventh century. ~On palaeographical grounds, the Pillaiyarpatti cave may
also be dated to the seventh century, if not earlier. The occurrence of
about four inscriptions, ascribable to the eighth century from some of
the most developed of the Pandya caves (Narasimha Perumal cave at
Anaimalai, Subrahmanya cave at Thirupparankunram, etc.) is likely to
show that the climax of the Pandya rock-architecture was reached
during the time of Jatila Parantaka Nedufijadaiyan (A.D. 765-815) or
Varaguna I. That the Pandyas continued to take active interest in the
development of rock-architecture till about the middle of the ninth century
is evident from Srimara Sri-Vallabha's (A.p. 815-862) inscription on the
Sittannavasal cave. Thus, the activities connected with the rock-archi-
tecture in the Pandya country lasted at least for two and a half centuries,
i. e., from the seventh to the middle of the ninth, and it is quite likely that
the excavations in the sandstone cliff of the Pearl Fishery Coast were an
outcome of the same architectural movement of that period. Apparently,
the Manappadu cave came into existence some time in this period. In
other words, in no case, the excavation there can be dated later than the
middle of the ninth century.

That the middle of the ninth century is a terminus adquem of the
rock—excavations on the Pearl Fishery Coast may be adduced, though
indirectly, from the evidence of a stone-inscription, incised on two sides
of two large slabs, at the Subrahmanyasvami temple at Thiruchendur,
issued during the rule of one Varaguna.! According to the editor of the
inscription, it is engraved in the Vatteluttu alphabet of the ninth cen-
tury. He has also gathered good internal evidence to date the epigraph
to the rule of Varaguna II (a.p. 862-85), becaus> the mention of place—
names like Maramangalam, Parantaka-Valanadu, Varaguna-mangalam,
Sri-Vallabha-Valanadu etc. may indicate that they must have been so
called after the Pandya kings of identical names, who preceded Varaguna II.
At the same time, it has to be borne in mind that the inscription antici-
pates the existence of the temple there, which, in turn, might have engul-
fed a few caves cut into the sandstone clif. In the circumstances, one
may easily date the caves at Thiruchendur at least to the middle of the

1. K. V. Subramanya Aiyar, '‘Thiruchendur Inscription of Varaguna-
Maharaja (1), "' Epigraphia Indica, xxi, pp. 101-16.
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ninth century, although the possibility of an:easzlier date can by no means
be. ruled. out. : L

Conclusion K ,

It is evident: from the foregoing that the sandstone caves at Thiru-
chendur along with the rock-excavation at Manappadu constitutes a dis-
tinet group that might have come into existence, around a sacred spot, as'
cave-resorts of the sanyasis by about the first half of the ninth century;
if not earlier. Of these caves, the one at Manappadu appears to be the
most impressive; notwithstanding the fact that it hardly bears any simi-
larity with the gramite cave-temples of the Pandya country. It is not
unlikely that these: caves were-used By the Saiva saints, as most of the
early monuments there are Saivite in character. Probably the Pandya
country had been a centre of Jainism prior to the seventh century, when
there came a rovival, as it is evident from the Dévaram hymns, of Saivism
in the far south. This Hindu revival both in the Pallava and Pandya
countries' might have transformed the idea of rock-cut caves as resorts
into that of shrines. Yet the caves at Manappadu and Thiruchendur may
suggest that the idea to use caves or caverns as resorts could not be
superseded completely by the new idea that made its presence felt in the
south during the seventh to the ninth centuries.!

1. The illustrations published here are through the courtesy of the Archa-
eological Survey of India: which also holds their'copyright. The writer also gratefully
acknowledges his debt to Shri K. R. Srinivasan and Shri K. V. Soundara Rajan, his
predecessors in the office of the Temple Survey project, (Southern Region) as he had
had the opportunity to consult their unpublished notes, and also drawings prepared
under the supervision. of the former ; his thanks are due to both these scholars. The
writer’'s thanks are also due to Dr. (Miss) D. Devakunjari for her assistance in various
ways in the course of the preparation of this paper. )



SOME NON-PALLAVA CAVE TEMPLES
WITH MUSICAL INSCRIPTIONS

BY

K. R. Srinivasan m.A.,
Officer on Special Duty, Temple Survey Project, Madras-9.

The existence of a number of rock-cut cave temples on the banks of
the Kaviri and further south in the Chola and Pandi-mandalams, in-
cluding those in the Kongu-(two) and the Chéra-mandalams, have been
known from the early decades of this century. Recent surveys would
indicate that their total number exceeds sixty, of which nearly 90 per cent
are distributed in the southern Tamil districts ( Coimbatore and Nilagiri
excepted). They, like the Pallava cave-temples, are all excavated into
the hard granite rocks, but lie in territories that were far beyond the pale
of the Pallava kingdom of the sixth to the ninth centuries A. n. They
show distinct variations, not only from Pallava cave-temples but also
among themselves in their lay-out plans, architectural make-up, sculptural
content and iconographic forms.

While the ascription of the authorship and the date of excavation
could be ascertained from the occurrence of foundation inscriptions on
them, only in a few cases, these two vital facts have necessarily to be
gleaned in the majority of the rest from the earliest donatory inscriptions,
or other label or characteristic inscriptions, architectural modes, sculptural
styles and iconographic grouping and the like, taking into consideration
some or all the factors together and by comparisons with each other. To
the former category would belong the Malaiyadik-Kurichchi (Thirunelveli
District) cave temple with a foundation inscription of the 17th regnal year
(c. A.D. 670) of the Pandya king Ko-Maran-Sendan;! the Subrahmanya
and Jyeshtha cave temples among others, in Thirupparankunram (Madurai

1. Indian Archaeology (A Review), 1959-60. p. 58.
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District) excavated in A. D- 773 by a minister (and his wife) of the Pandya
king Parantaka Nedufijadaiyan (acen. A.D. 768)2 ; the Narasimha cave
temple in Anaimalai (Madurai District) excavated by a minister of
the same Pandya king in A.p. 7707 ; the Ranganatha cave-temple in
Namakkal (Salem District) excava.ted by the Atiya king (Adigaiman)
Gunadéila (A.p. 700-750);4 the Siva cave-temple in Malaiyadippatti (Pudu-
kkottai-Thiruchirapalli District) excavated by Videlvidugu Muttaraiyar
alias Kuvavan Aéatta.g in the 16th year -(c. A.D. 812) of Dantivarman
Pallava;5 the smaller cave-temple on the Melmalai in Narttamalai (Pudu-
kkottai-Thiruchirapalli District) called Pa liyili-Isvaram by the Muttaraiyar
éﬁttag Paliyili before the 17th year (a. . 876) of Pallava Nripatunga and
the cave-temple in Puvalaikkudi (Pudukkottai-Thiruchirapalli District}
excavated by Amarunri Muttaraiyaré -Pudikalari and perhaps same as
Sattan Podi Ilangodi Araiyan, the builder of the Melamalai structural
temple in Narttamalai, perhaps of the eighth century).

The Gokarnebvara cave-temple in Thirugokarnam (Pudukkottai-
Thiruchirapalli District) has a foundation inscription that states that the
sthapandacharya (founder) was a certain Bhagathacharya,” written in the
Pallava-grantha script. The Vishnu cave-temple for Anantag8ayin in
Thirumayam (Pudukkottai-Thiruchirapalli District) is a natural cavern

_ fashioned as a cave-temple, with a facade of pillars and pilasters and a
8opdna wing-stone (pakshasila) in front, by the Muttaraiyar queen Perum-
bidugu Perundevi mother of Videlvidugu Muttaraiyan-Sattan Maran as
stated in the inscription on the paksha-sila.8 The original date and

2. Annual Répori on Indian Epigraphy 1951-52, Appendix B No. 143; Annual”
Report on South Indian Epigraphy, 37 of 1908, Also South Indian Inscriptions, XIV.
The Pandyas Introduction pp. i-iii and text no. 8,

3. Annual Report on South Indian Epigraphy, nos. 453 & 454 of 1906; South
Indian Inscriptions, XIV, Introduction, pp. i-iii and texts nos. 1 and 2.

4. Epigraphia Indica, XXXVI, no. 18, pp. 131-38.
8. Pudukkottai State Inscriptions, no. 18.

6. Annual Report on South Indian Epigraphy, 142 of 1907; Venkataraman K. R.
Mannual of the Pudukkottai State, Vol. II, part I, pp. 565-67. .

7. Pudukkottai State Inscriptions. no. 6.

B. Epigraphia Indica, X1, p. 138 ; Annual Report on South Indian Engraphy,
402 of 1906 ; Pudukkottai State Inscnpt:ons, no. 12.
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authorship of the Jaina cave-temple, the Arivar Kovil in Sittannavasal
(Pudukkottai-Thiruchirapalli District) can also be deduced from the verse
inscription besides its facade, relating to its renovation and re-decoration
(by painting) by Ilan Gautaman alias Madurai ASiriyan, in the reign of
Pandya Avanipadekhara $ri Vallabha,? in the first half of the ninth cen-
tury A.n. The two labels on the facade pillars originally covered by the
painted plaster, should indicate a date of at least A.n. 80010 if not an
earlier one.

In his article, ‘A Note on the Sittannavasal and Kudumiyamalai
monuments,” Venkataraman 11 has convincingly discussed the celebrated
inscriptions!? containing a treatise on musical notation and the associated
short inscriptions in the nature of colophons on the rock-face adjoining
the Kudumiyamalai cave-temple and has maintained the non-Pallava
origin of the cave-temple and music inscription.

We shall now take up all the cave-temples associated with the musi-
cal inscription and examine the possibilities of their relative or absolute
dating and authorship.

The characteristic short label reading *Parivadini—¢” in Pallava-
grantha script (same as that of the main musical treatise) always inseri-
bed inside a rectangle is found in more than one cave-temple, besides
Kudumiyamalai, in the same Pudukkottai area and within a radius of 25-
miles to its east and south-east. They are :- (1) the upper rock-cut
Siva cell in Thirumayam, high up on the hill above the SatyagiriSvara
cave-temple; (2) the eastern rock-cut Siva cell in Malaiyakkovil; (3) the
Thirumarrali (or Melaikkovil) rock-cut mandapa cave-temple in Kudumiya-

9. Annual Report on South Indian Epigraphy 368 of 1904 ; South Indian Inscrip-
tions, XIV, The Pandyas, no. 45; Srinivasan, K.R.. Proceedings of the Indian History
Congress (Madras) 1944, pp. 168 ff; Venkataraman, K. R. Transactions of the Archa-
eological Society of South India, 1956-57, pp. 87-94 and Annual Report on Indian
Epigraphy, 1960-61, Introduction, pp. 19-20.

10. Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy, 1960-61, Introduction, p. 20. The cave
temple in its original design may have come into being earlier than A. D. 800.

11. Venkataraman, X.R. ibid.,

12. Pudukkottai State Inscriptions, no. 2; Epigraphia Indica, XII. Annual Report
Epigraphy-Southern circle, Madras-19085.
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malai (4) the Satyaglrlsvara or Siva rock- cut mandapa cave-temple in
Thirumayam, and (5) the Gokarns$vara, or Siva rock-cut mandapa-cave-
temple in Thirugokarnam.

Of these '(1) and (2) are of the cave-cell type consisting of a
rock-cut shrine without a rock-cut mukha mandapa, characteristic of
very few cave temples of the late Pallava period in Tondaimandalam
and more common earlier in the Pandya, Muttaraiyar and Chgra terri-
tories. All the five cave temples, as others in the Muttaraiyar and
Pandya territories contain a rock-cut lmga with pztka in their sanctums,
the lirga-pitha in Malaiyakkovil being octagonal in section while in all
the others it is of square section as more common in the temples of
the Early Chalukyas of Badami, the Eastern Chalukyas of Vengi the
Western Gangas of Talakad and the Nolambas of Hemavati of this
period and in the undoubtedly Pandyan cave temples in the deep south.
The Pallava liriga-pitha is circular as also most of the Rashtrakuta
linga-pithas. Of the three mandapa-cave-temples, those at Th1rugokar
nam and Thirumayam, have the normal Mahendra-type (Pallava) pillar
on the facade row with square sections or sadurams at the base and
top and an’ octagonal section or kaftu in the middle height. The
Kudumiyamalai pillar, alone, is squatter and has a bulbous eapital the
kumbha, of square section, the top of the column supporting it is
faintly vasciform suggesting the kalaéa of the capital and reminiscent
of the Chalukyan cave-temple-pillars. There is also a variation from
the normal in the two-armed dvarapala pairs in the Thirumayam cave-
temple to which we shall refer later.

The ¢ Parivadini—€’ label inside a rectangle is found in the wess-
facing Thirumayam upper—(1) and east-facing Malaiyakkovil easter—(2)
cave-cells in the shallow wall niche between pilasters on the proper
right of the shrine entrance. The three other cave-temples; each pro-
vided with a rock-cut rectangular mukha-mandapa having a pillared
front and a shrine cell which is cut into the rear wall in the case of
the Thirugokarnam and Kudumiyamalai cave-temples with east-facing
facades and into the western lateral wall of the Thirumayam temple
with a south-facing facade have the label consistently on the rear wall
of the mukha mandapa. In the Thirumayam cave-temple, the rock face
on the proper right of the facade, as in the case of the Kudumiyamalai
cave-temple, contained a musical treatise, now obliterated and replaced
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by a palimpsest of the later Pandya times1® (of A.D. 1245). Fortu-
nately there are still remnants of the original Pallava-grantha music
inscription on the extreme proper right of the inscribed area with words
reading Rshabha, Gandhara, Pawnchama, Daivita, Nishdda and Madhyama
and some fragments of the Tamil colophon below. This must have been
originally a series of notations under the respective headings, as at
Kudumiyamalai.

In addition to the <Parivadini-€¢’ label, and close to it, there are in-
the Malaiyakkovil cave-temple and Thirumayam Satyagiri§vara a colophon-
like inscription, referring to Gunaseéna and the Vidya-parivadini, that he
expounded. The Kudumiyamalai series of notations have at their end
two colophons, one in Sanskrit and referring to a Rudracharya and his
royal disciple-a Parama-Mahesvara, as also to the purpose of the inscription
as intended for the benefit of §ishyas (votories or students of music). Ven-
kataramanl4 has shown how the Rudracharya (evidently a Kalamukha or
Mahsivara preceptor and master of music) and Gunaséna (evidently a
Jaina preceptor and master of music) cannot be equated, and also how
either the Parama Mahgévara king or Gunaséna cannot be the Pallava
king Mahendravarman I. They were more obviously two celebrated con-
temporary adepts in musie, though preceptors in their respective religious
creeds and the idea was to popularise or publish their systems of music in
these five cave temples. It was common for many religious preceptors to
be adepts in the fine arts or sciences. It is probable that the Malaiyak-
kovil and Thirugokarnam cave-temple, rock faces too had like sets of nota-
tions, lost in the former case by the blasting away of the rock on either
side of the cave-shrine facade and obliterated in the latter case during
additional structural constructions and enlargement of the temple complex.
The Tamil colophon at the end of the Kudumiyamalai treatise is read as

[Elttirkum

[Elirkum dvai uriya
supplying the initial letters conjecturally in the two lines inside square
brackets. The ¢ Gunasena’ colophons in Thirumayam and Malaiyakkovil
have the words «“ mukkan-niruvam ”’ in which context it has been suggested

13. Pudukkottai State Inscriptions 341 of the reign of Maravarman Sundara Pandya II.
14. Ibid.
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that the Thirumayam music, though meant to be practised on the pariva-
dini (lute) would lend itself, as the Tamil note indicates, to the three bran-
ches of Gandharva vidya ‘as known to the world’ viz., vocal, instrumental
and dance music.’5 In the light of this it would, perhaps, be more in-
telligible to read the Kudumiyamalai colophon as

[Palttirkum

[Ya)lirkum ivai uriya
where Paltu would mean ‘vocal’ and ‘dance’ music and y@! would mean
instrumental (Parivadini-lute) music.

While the music inscriptions or labels referring to the music inscrip-
tion, connects all these five cave-temples, they reveal differences in their
architectural mode as detailed above. In this they show characteristics
which are advanced and non-Pallava, in origin, tending to Chalukyan
affinities, carried perhaps through the intervening Ganga country of
Mysore. The cave-cell type and the peculiarity of the Kudumiyamalai
facade pillars are features not found in any cave-temple of the Mahendra
period or style. The intercolumniation too is not equal in these cave-
temples as is the rule in Pallava examples, but common in the Chalukyan
cave-temples and their derivatives. It is a known fact of history that
Pallava authority after Mahéndravarman I, (c. A.p. 580-630), did not
extend to the Kaviri till the times of Nandivarman II Pallava-malla (a.D.
731-796) that is for a century or more. Even in Mahendra’s time his
empire did not extend beyond the Kaviri any further to the region of
these five cave temples of which two (Thirugokarnam and Kudumiya-
malai) are located on the north bank and the other three (Thirumayam
and Malaiyakkovil) on the south bank of the South Vellar the traditional
demarcating boundary between the Chola and Pandi-madnpalams and in
which region either the writ of the Pandyas held, or the rule of the
Muttaraiyas prevailed. As discussed by me elsewhere (Cave temples of the
Pallavas, Archzological Survey of India, 1964, p. 14) the absence of
Nripatunga’s inscriptions in the Chola country between his seventh year
at Narttamalai and twenty second to twenty fourth years north of the
Kaviri and again after this period till the close of his forty one year
rule, indicates his tenuous hold over this area. We have also instances of

18. Venkataraman-quoting Prof. Sambamurti, ibid pp. 93-94.
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Muttaraiyar temples (cave as well as structural) being founded by them as
independent rulers, without quoting. in their foundation or donatory
inscriptions the regnal years of the Pallava, or Pandya suzerain as they
do in some cases. The Pandyas and Muttaraiyars were as much excava-
tors of cave-temples and patrons of art as the Pallavas like Mahendra-
varman. '

Besides the sculptures pointing to a style, other than Pallava, the
iconographic contents would indicate a later date than Mahsendravarman I
Pallava, as also quite different affinities, for examples the li7iga and
linga-pitha referred to above. Noteworthy would be the presence of
‘Ganesa sculpture in the mandapa as in Thirugokarnam and in association
with the mandapa, though outside it, as in Kudumiyamalai, the presence
of Ganesa being a feature found in many other cave-temples of undoubted
Pandyan origin further south in the Pandyan country and of apparently
later date. The same is to be said of the Saptamatrika group associated
with Thirugokarnam. Ganésa and the Saptamatrikas, as also Jyéshtha, are
noted for their absence in the earlier Pallava cave-temples in Tondai-
mandalam and their appearance in the Pallava country in the structural
temples of Rajasimha Pallava (A.p. 700-730)-as in the Kailasanatha in
Kanchi. Another interesting feature would be the provision of a pit
on the sanctum floor below the projecting spout of the Ulisiga-pitha to
collect the abhishekz water, as again found in the early Chalukyan
examples and in the far off stone structural temples of the Dieng
plataeu in Central Java. No such provision is to be found in the
Pallava cave or structural temples.

The musical inscriptions and/or the associated labels should either
be coeval with or subsequent to these five cave-temples concerned. Much
reliance has, however, been placed on the supposed paleography of these
inseriptions (a datum which can vary by a century qor more sometimes)
and their ascription to the 7th century or even to the Pallavas (perhaps
because the script was more common in the Pallava homeland). 16

Taking all factors into consideration we may be justified in conced-
ing that these five cave-temples were earlier to A.n. 755, the 25th year of

16. See Venkataraman, ibid p. 90 and footnote 5.



Nandivarman IT. Of the anly twa Nandippattaraiyar insexiptions im this
arvea (Pudukkotiai State Fnseriptioms, nas. 15 and 16 of the 3rd year in the
Kunnandarkevil cave temple and of the 25th year in the Rajalippatti
shrine), it is not clearly indicated whether the king referred to in the first
is Nandivarman II (s.D. 731-796) or Nandivarman EII (ao.p. 846-59). It
is more probable that he was Nandivarman III.

The eastern cave-temple in Malaiyakkovil (there is a southern large
mandapa-cave-temple on the other side of the same rock of & comparatively
later date) with the musical label and the lines mentioning Gunasena is
called in a late Pandya denatery inseription of A.p. 1220 as Sri
Varamudaiyar or the temple of Sri Varal? a characteristic Pandyan title!s
indicating Pandyan affiliations at hest. '

Another interesting feature would connect the Satyagirisvaram
cave-temple in Thirumayam, with three other cave-temples also of the
mandapa type. They are the Parvatagiriévara cave-temple in Kunnandar
kovil located as much north of the Vellar boundary as Thirumayam is to
the south of it the Siva cave temple in Virasikhamani (Thirunelveli
District) in the heart of the Pandya.country and the Mahadeva-cave-
temple at Kaviyur (near Quilon) in the deep south. The connecting link
is an almost stylistically identical portrait sculpture in the place of one
of the two dvarapalus flanking the sanctum entrance. This would indicate
all these three cave-temples to be of undoubted Pandya origin and
of about the same date or reign. Virasikhamani, because of its location
in the heart of the Pandya country, connot be anything but Pandya and
with it Thirumayam near the northern Pandya border, but well within it
and Kaviyur on the south would both be equally Pandya. The Parvata-
girisvara at Kunnandarkovil with the same type of portrait sculpture
though located a little north of the Vellar would fall in line with the
others, though the earliest inscriptions in it are dated in the 5th year of

17. Pudukkottai State Inscriptions 246 of 30th year of Jatavarman Kulagekhara I
(A.D. 1190-1217).

. 18. Bri Vara was a well known title of Pandya Jatila Parantaka Nedunjadatyan
(A.D. 768-815)-Varaguna-Maharaja. He is called Sri Vara in the Velvikkudi plates. This
may perhaps refer to the other cave-temple also. The description refers only to the deva-
danam lands of a Sri Varamudaiya Nayanar. Even if it refers to this temple, it may be a
later name, as is usual, in place of iis original name.
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Dantivarman Pallava (A.D. 796-847) 12 that is in about a.p. 800 and in
the 3rd yesr of Nendippottaraiyaw, # who msy, bq Nandivggmen IIT as
- stated above. Both the inscriptions are merely of a donatory nature and
are not foundation inscriptions. As such the cave temple should date
earlier than A.n. 800, when the territory was in the hands of the Pandyas.
Incidentally, it may be stated that while the donatory inscription dated in
the 3rd year of Nandi ¥IF (A.p. 849) recording the gift of rice by a native
of Vaduvaur for feeding 100 persons on the Ardrd day, another inscription
in the same temple in archaic characers gnd of eprlier date, perhaps, with-
eut specifying any ruling king or his regnal year (snd ag such yndated)
states that a certain Kodai Mayindan 2/ made o similar gift of rige for
feeding 110 brahmins on the 4rdrg day. This would glso cenfirm that the
cpve-temple was earliey than 4.p. 800, and with it the other phree gaye:
temples.

All these factors taken together would indicate that these five cave-
temples as also the Parvatagirisvarg in Kunnandarkovil gnd the Kaviyur
and Virasikhamani cave-temples wpuld be pf Pandya affiligpion, exeavated
between a.D. 700 gnd 800, perhaps rqund abaut 4.p. 750,

(L

T T =

19. Pudukkottai State Inscriptions 17; Annual Report on South Indian Epigraphy,
283 of 1916; Squth Indjan Inscriptiops, XII, The Pallavas, no. 41.

0. Pydukkottal Stafg Inscriptions, 15; Anayal Report pa South [ndian Epjgrqphy
347 of 1914; South Indian Inscriptions, X1iI, The ?gllgggg‘ no. 4§ ' :

21. The name Kodai Maiyindan, would suggest in its first part (Kodai) some Chera
affiliation, and in the second part (Maiyindan) of it the same gs Mahendra a chara-
cteristic Ceylonese name. It cannot be translated as son (majyind%n for maindgn) of
Kodai, LSS IER a8 B yReTeqT e



TWO HERO STONES FROM IRULAPPATTI
BY

R. Nagaswamy m.a.,
Director of Archaeology, Govt. of Tamilnadu.

Two hero stones at Irulappatti, in Harur Taluk, Dharmapuri Dist-
rict copied by the Tamilnadu State Department of Archaeology, are of
great interest for the study of South Indian history, palaeography and
linguistics. The existence of these stones was brought to the notice of
the Department by Thiru. P. B. Venkataraman of Turinjipatti. Both the
hero stones, now under the shades of a tree, are worshipped as Vediappan
by the local people.(pl. 26) - . -

.A noble is portrayed in one of the hero stones, Vigourously attack-
ing with a sword and a shield. An inscription in four lines below the
figure in mixed alphabet of Tamil and Vatte lutti, reads :—

“Kovicasya Vinnavarumarkw-3- Kuruvukaiyar Nadallum

Gangaraisarumel vantha t}mndattkédu e mndananru, patta

Vana Varuma araisaru” S :
i.e., the stome of King Vanavarma, who fell in an encounter with an army,
that came against the Ganga ruler of Kuruvukalyurna,du in the 3rd regnal
year of Kov1]aya, Vinpnavarman.

In the other stone, two figures are portrayed in low relief, each
holding a sword in the right arm and a shield in the left. Below the right
arm of each sculpture, is an inscription mentioning the name of the hero
portrayed, in whose honour the stone was set up. The first inscrip-
tion reads:-

“Vanavaruma araisaru cevakan, Ulamunukan makan,
Vicayamangalammanda, Vipnapperenadi kal”’
i.e. the stone of Vinnappsérenadi, the ruler of Vijayamangalam and the
gon of Ulamunukan, a general of king' Vanavarman. Evidently the
first portrait is the figure of Vinnappérenadi, the ruler of Vijayamanga-
lam. His father Ulamunukan seems to have held an impotrtant position
in the court of King Vanavarman. '

~
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‘The second epigraph reads :
“Vipnapperenadi cevakan Korrantas Kodan kal”.

i.e., (the hero) stone of Korrantai Kodan, the servant of Vinnapparenadi.”

Three kings are mentioned in the first hero stone viz., Kovijaya
Vinnavarman in whose reign the hero stone was set up; the Ganga king,
the ruler of Kuruvugaiylirnadu who was the target of attack and the
Vana king who came to the aid of Ganga and lost his life in the encoun-
ter. The generals of the Vana, who have fallen fighting probably with
him, are recorded in the other hero stone.

A certain Atiyan Vinnattan is mentioned as the author of one of
the poems of Ahanan@ru. Atiyan Vinnattan means Vinnattan the son of
Atiyan. It is interesting to note that the present hero stone, dated in
the reign of Kovijaya Vinnavarman, is found in the Atiya territory.
Hence Atiyan Vinnattan of the Ahanan@ru verse, was probably a distant
ancestor of Vijaya Vinnavarman of the present record.

An interesting stanzal in the Tamil work Yapparusikalam, refers
to & Vinnan of Palasai. '

The modern Palajyakottai in Coimbatore District (Kongu country)
is aceording to tradition Palasai. According to the verse in Yapparus-
kalam, Vinnan is said to have spread his own fame, where the fame of
great kings, known for their victory over naval fleets and elephant corps,
stood. He is also credited with having erected a cétiya, a Jaina Shrine.
We know that the Kongu country was greatly influenced by Jainism from
early times. It is possible that the Vinnan of the present record is
identical with the Vinnan mentioned in Yapparusnkalam. Vinnan's
territory thus seems to have extended from .Palaiyakottai in the South
to Harur in the North.

1. wpmeg seflurds whés s_puer @l s sTi wwerd
wpi@d @ Quoerd saysCp Curé®w amanBoad of ek
Qrypssmryn umpmsyl Spss BTeres@Eu
T CrPasgor QBEs SKTems My
s yoaisernd duss sTesOsTns
Qariipg Bavpiedlar gppm Curwralpr ~-wrlU@GRsVD, ussd, 203,
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It is generally held that the Ganga dynasty was established
sometime in the beginning of the fifth century a.p. But a verse in
Ahanan@ru, a Sangam anthology mentions a number of chieftains who
aided the Chéra Kanaikkal Irumporai; against the Chola ruler, Koc-
cengannan. A certain Ganga is also mentioned among the Chieftains. !
Hence it must be admitted that the Gangas were ruling a part of the
Koduntamil country as minor chieftains, even from the Sangam age.
The Ganga territory, lies west of present Harur. According to the
present epigraph, the Ganga king was ruling Kuruvugaiyvrnadu, which
was- attacked by an expeditionary force.

‘The Vanas are also feferred to in the Sahgam works. A Vanan
sirukudi (principality) is mentioned in Ahanan@ru, while another verse in
the same anthology mentions a certain' Vanan, who vanquished an Aryan
wrestler.2 :

~ According to Manimekhala, Killivalavan, the Chola ruler of
Kavirippattinam, is said to have married a Vana princess.® Thus

1. péranenr ghep pYd Yew K458
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s%PTWET HELLL S SpwRh 55 .
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the Vanas were well-known even in the beginning of the christian
era. According to the present epigraph, a Bana king is said to have
come to the rescue of the Ganga ruler and lost his life, with two of his
generals. The battle between the invading army and the Bana ruler
probably took place at Irulappatti where the hero stones are now noticed.

From the first hero stone, it may be seen that the invading army
was on its way to the Ganga country when it was intercepted unsuccess-
fully by the Bana.

Since the epigraph is dated in the reign of Vinnavarman, it may be
surmised that Vipnavarman, Vanavarman, and the Ganga ruler were on
friendly terms. Who invaded, the Ganga territory and what was the
result, are not known. However the present epigraphs, assignable to
4th—5th century A.D., give us a glimpse into the so called dark age of
South Indian history.

The epigraphs in Tamil language and inscribed in mixed script of
Tamil-Vatte luttu characters, mark an important landmark in the study
of South Indian palaeography.?

The earliest inscriptions of the Tamil country are found in the
natural caverns, occupied by the Jaina ascetics and on the potsherds
excavated at Arikamedu, Uraiyur and Korkai. These range from 3rd
century B.c. to 2nd century A.D. and are in Damili, the parent script of
later Tamil and Vatteluttu scripts. It is well-known that both Tamil and
Vatteluttu seripts were employed for writing Tamil language. Why two
different scripts were employed for writing the same language and
whether they were evolved from a common script or had independent
development are questions of absorbing interest to students of South
- Indian palaeography. The ‘evolution of Tamil script from ¢Damili’ is
clearly demonstrated by many inscriptions. The evolution of Vatte luttu
has not so far been clear so much so some scholars were led to- believe
that Vatteluttu was the parent of Tamil script.

The latest inscription to'be found in 'anmili is the Araccalur inscrip-‘
tion of Tévan Cattan assignable to 3rd century A.n. The earliest inscrip-

1. R. Nagaswamy, The origin and evolution of Tamil, Vatteluttu and grantha script
IInd International conference, seminar of Tamil Studies, 1968,
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ftion in 'Vatte Juttu noticed so far in Tamil country is the Thirunathatkunru
-gpigraph 1 ‘of Chandranandi assigned to‘the 5th century a.p. This leaves
@ gap of about 200 years. This gap is now being filled up by the present
epigraphs which are to:be assigned to late 4th century or the beginning
of the 5th century a:p. Some of the letters like “a”, “ma’ and “na”
.are clearly in transitional stage from the Araccalur epigraph to the
Thirunatharkunru record.

As mentioned earlier, the epigraphs under study ‘are not -purely in
Vatteluttu, but are in Vatteluttu and Tamil scripts. A closer study of
Thirunatharkunru record reveals that the same is also written in mixed
alphabet. It may be said that the Araccalur record is.also in mixed script
of Vatteluttu and Tamil, indicating the emergence of these two scripts
from Damili, Thus we are now in a position to say that both Tamil and
Vatte luttu scripts show clear traces of branching off from Damili, by about
the 3rd century A.n. and that both were mixedly employed in inscriptions
till at least the 8th century A.n. as seen from the Hanumanthapuram
inscription of Vijaya 1&varvarman.

The Irulappatti inscriptions2 are also of interest for the study of
Dravidian linguisties. The clear influence of Kannada over Tamilis found
for the first time in the Vallam inscription of Mahéndravarman assigned
to the 7th century A.n. But the word Araisaru, in the present inscriptions
clearly suggest an earlier date for such influence.

1.. S.IL.I. XVII, No. 262, (A.R. No. 239 of 1904)

2. R. Nagaswamy, Irulupatti hero stones, The Hindu, 28-7-68. In this article I
gave the readings of two namss as Vinnapperasani and Korranne. Thiru K. G. Krishnan
of the Epigraphist’s office, in a letter published in the Hindu (21-8-68) has given
revised readings for the above names as Vinnapperenadi and Korrantai. I accept the
suggested revisions but disagree with Thiru Krishnan on two other points. Thiru Krishnan
holds the epigraph of Vanavarman to be earlier than that of Vinnavarman. There is no
justification for assigning two different dates for these two hero stones. Both are to be
assigned to the same period and relate to the same encounter. Thiru Krishnan’s other
statement, '’ Nor is there much to say in favour of the tendency to connect everything with
the Sangam anthologies,” to say the least, is amusing; as he himself connects Tamil litera-
ture with epigraphs in the very same short letter. The epigraphs under discussion relates
to a period, when there is no epigraphical material to compare and the only source for
any attempt at interpretation is literature.
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MADURANTAKAN MADAI
BY

R. Nagaswamy, m.a.,
Director of Archaeology, Govt. of Tamilnadu.

A coin illustrated in the Mysore Archaeological Report for the
year 1934 (pl. XVIII-Fig. 4) is important for the study of South Indian
numismatics. Unfortunately full particulars regarding the find spot,
weight etc., are not given in the report. The coin bears on the left a fish
and a seated tiger on the right. A legend is found around the emblem.
The reverse of the coin resembles the obverse in every detail.

Noticing the coin the Mysdre Archaeological Report reads :-

“Similar to No. 3-but the legend reads: ¢Chasxi(m)ira cha 7nta’ ie.
Chandrasanta which is either a new name or a title. The <8’ like figure
which has beenread as <7’ is Grantha. With some doubt the legend may
also be read as Cha n (8) ta Cholan. Rajaraja I had the title Chanda
Parakrama, the first word of which may possibly be the same as the first
word of the legend. But the device of tiger and one fish only and the
Tamil legend may indicate a different person as also the ‘8’ like figure.
The meaning of the later is in this case doubtful. It may be a modifica-
tion of the Telugu figure 4.

2 g‘i/rrrr§55;§
Ma ti ra n ta ka n
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The above report clearly indicates that the legend has not been
properly read and that the importance of the coin has been totally
missed. The <8’ like figure in the legend is clearly Grantha ma.
The legend is in Grantha and Tamil characters and clearly reads Ma-ti-ra-
n-ta-ka-n. The city of Madurai was called in ancient epigraphs as Matiras.
This form occurs in early Damili inscriptions found in the natural caverns
near Madurai. The Chola king Parantaka I had the title Matiraikonda
Parakesari. So the coin is an issue of a victor of Madurai. That this is
a Chola coin is beyond doubt. A number of Cho la rulers had this signifi-
cant title ‘Madurantaka’. Thus Parantaka I, Uttamachola and Rajendra I
had this title. Hence the question arises as to whom this coin should be
attributed.

In this connection it is worth noting that a unique coin obtained by
Elliot, but lost subsequently, has been illustrated by him with the help of
a drawing. The coin has a fish on the left and a seated tiger on the right,
with a legend in Tamil-Grantha characters, reading ¢ Uttama Cholan .
The Mysore Archxological Report for the year 1934 illustrates this draw-
ing as well. The same central device-only ono fish and a seated tiger-is
found repeated in the coin under discussion. Hence it may also be taken
as an issue of Uttama Chola. Further in all the known coins of Rajendra
Chola I, the device is one bow, two fish and a Tiger. No coin of
Parantaka I has so far been noticed which will facililate comparison.
Hence the coin under discussion bearing one fish and a seated tiger,
with the legend Matirantakan may be assigned to Uttama Chola.

It is now found that the coins of Uttama Chola fall into three

v groups. The first one carries the legend Uttama Chdla, in Nagari charac-

ters, on the reverse and a bow, a seated tiger and two fish, on the obverse.

Specimen of this type is the unique coin illustrated by Elliot, bearing the

legend Uttama €holan in Tamil-Grantha characters, but unfortunately lost.
The third type is the present coin, carrying the legend ¢ Matirantakan’.

Several inscriptions of the Chola period give the names of coins
that were under circulation. From these we gather that the coins were
called after the ruling kings, either by their names or titles such as
Rajarajan Madai, Rajendra Madai. The earliest coin thus referred to by
name is “Madurantakan Madas issued during the reign of Uttama Chdla.
As mentioned earlier, Uttama Chola’s coins, so far discovered fall into
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three groups; the first two bearing the King’s name and the last, his title
Matirantakan. Of these three types the last mentioned is in all probabi-
lity the Madurantakan Madai of Inscriptions. From the above it becomes
clear, that the coins mentioned by names in inscriptions, such as
Maduraniakan Madai,? Rajarajan Madai etc., did bear the same name on
the coins as well.

It is of interest to note that Maduraniakan Madai was equivalent
to one kalanju of gold and served as the standard of fineness for testing
gold. Some inscriptions also refer to it as Pop. It is well known that
the earliest of the now extant coins, ascribed to the Cholas of Vijayalaya
line, belongs to the reign of Uttama Chola. Thus the coin, under discus-
sion, would be the earliest surviving example of a Chola coin, referred to
by name, in inscriptions.

1. Prof. K. A. Nilakanta Sastri. ' The Colas®, pp. 613.

W —————————

Revised readings of Elliot’s coins — by R. Nagaswamy

In his classical work Coins of Southern India, Sir W. Elliot has
illustrated a number of coins from South India. When the book was in
the press, his eyesight was failing him and he had to depend upon the

_help of others. He has stated that it was a serious hindrance to revision,
more especially in the re-examination and description of the coins them-
selves. It has been found that a few of his illustrations and thier read-
ings need correction. I give below the readings of Elliot and below it my
revised readings.

No. 132: «“Copper-Obv. Standing Figure, Ceylon Type. Rev. A moun-
tain; below, the Tamil word Kefu. Ketu, being synony-
mous with dhvaja, I attribute this, with hesitation, to
Malayadhvaja, the second name in the Puranic lists.”

The figure on the reverse is not a mountain, but the usual
seated Ceylon man. The legend reads Setu and not Ketu.
The coin was in all probability an issue of Sethupathi
rulers and not of Malayadhvaja Pandya.
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« Copper-Obv. Standing figure with ‘two characters to right.
- Rev. Fish between lamps; in margin Samara-kolahala.”

The legend on the reverse reads Ellan talaiyan and not
Samara kolahala. On the obverse there is only one letter
Su struck in the reverse direction. The mistake is proba-
bly in the dye. Evidently the coin is an issue of Sundara
Pandya.

« Copper-Obv. Same as above. Rev.Two fish surrounded by
legend Samara kolahala.”

The legend on the reverse reads Ellan talaiyan and not
Samara Kolahala.

¢« Copper—Obv. Standing figure. Rev. In old Tamil, Korkai
Andar, ie. “Ruler of Korkai”, a title of the Pandyan
princes. Sewell’s Collection.”

The iegehd on the reverse reads Chdnddu Konpdan and not
Korkai Andar. In fact thereis no issue which bears the
legend Korkai Andar.

<« Copper—Obv. Similar standing figure. Rev. Seated figure,
and legend Kuna Panpdya, the last name in the lists.”

The legend on the reverse reads Ku-lo probably standing
for Kulasekhara and not Kuna Pandya as mentioned.

«« Copper—-Obv. Standing figure, with two fish and sceptre to
right. Rev. Seated figure with legend, which has been
read Terumalai (?).”

The legend on the reverse reads the Vikrama and not
Terumalat; probably an issue of Vikrama Pandya.

« Copper-Obv. Standing figure. Rev. Two fish surrounded by
an obscure legend, Raja Raja (?).”

The legend on the reverse reads Ellantalaiyan and not
Raja Raja.



DEVELOPMENT OF THE CARE OF ANCIENT
MONUMENTS IN TAMILNADU
SOME PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS

BY
G. R. H. Wright

Institut Francais d” Archaeologie, Beyrouth, Liban;
Unesco mission to Srirangam temple.

It has often been remarked that the main damage to monuments is
caused by the works of man, not by nature. So very logically the most
fundamental approach to the care of monuments is to operate on the agent
of destruction, man or society, rather than on the damaged object, the
monument. That is to take preventative action, in the best sence. This
entails public understanding of the issues involved. Understanding must
begin at the head. The first step then in attempting to introduce the con-
cept of the conservation of ancient monuments into the workings of Tamil
nadu Society is to ensure that those to be made responsible for such mat-
ters have a thorough appreciation of their significance.

Something can be done to this end by discussion and demonstration
within the country (to wit this note). Manifestly however, truly wvalid
appreciation can only be obtained by observing and participating in the
activities of an Ancient Monuments Service, as operating in a society
where it is native. Thus it would seem undeniable that a truly vital role
in the development of programatic care of ancient monuments in Tamil
nadu will be played by those persons deemed suitable for gaining this expe-
rience. By extension then, a vital matter will be in recognising what
constitutes suitable knowledge, aptitude and talent for being charged with
this responsibility.

Initially it may be remarked that it would be very advantageous
indeed for any person involved in the administration of such a service to
gain some acquaintance of its aims and methods in the above mentioned
way. However what comes more closely under-discussion concerns those
to be charged professionally with forming principles, ordering practice
with directing and carrying out the work embodying these principles and
practices. Here not surprisingly recourse to Indian tradition is a help.
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According to ancient Indian tradition the master architect should be of
mixed caste ; since he was dealing with matters on the one hand technical
and on the other hand religio—philosophical, he was required to be both a
craftsman and an abstract thinker. So it is with the man charged with
the care of ancient monuments. He should be both an architect and a
scholar. The fundamental background is scholarship, to which must
be allied a competence in the practice of architecture. In so far as the
work in Tamilnadu in large measure will relate to religious buildings then
his scholarship should encompass the history of religion as wall as archi-
tectural history. Additionally a further, most taxing, requirement is laid
on those who are first to proceed in this matter. They must be of sufficient
formation to estimate the relevance of what they experience elsewhere to
the needs of Indian Society. Simply to absorb what is said and donein an-
other place and expect to reproduce this in Tamilnadu will not be sufficient.
It is not difficult to give some intimation of the real difficulties to be appre-
hended in this connection.

In dealing with the fabric of an ancient monument current theory
considers two distinguishable categories — that of the structure and that of
the aspect. Neither, either or both may require attention according to the
principles recognised as governing the care of ancient monuments. If nei-
ther requires attention, the fabric of the ancient monument is not to be inter-
fered with. If either one of the categories only requires attention, that
attention must be given without interference or impairment to the other
category. If both categories require attention then attention to both
categories must be given only to the required degree. All interference with
an ancient monument beyond these requirements constitutes destruction
according to contemporary principles of the care of ancient monuments.

These matters are common place to those who have grown up within
the ambit of their working, but are not necessarily so far others. The
care of ancient monuments is itself an art and these are among its basic
canons. Such canons are accepted automatically within the art province
but may appear quite stranger (even bizarre) beyond that province. In
this way the instinctive, popular reactions in South India to the idea of
the conservation and restoration of ancient monuments are not at all
those which have developed recently in e.g. Western Europe. This fact
can be illustrated forcefully with respect to the basic categories of struct-
ure and aspect outlined above. '
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Consider those ancient monuments which are still in use for the
purpose originally designed —~ what may be called ¢ Living Monuments .
In Tamilnadu such monuments are for the most part medieval Hindu tem-
ples. From the western view-point it is the aspect of these monumeuts
which demands attention and that, as may be expected, almost entirely
due to the acts and omissions of man. Destruction, delapidations, village
style redecorations all combine to negate the aspect of monumentality.
Nonetheless locally, for the general, nothing is seen to be amiss with their
appearance (except perhaps, that they do not present the familiar appea-
rance of twentieth century building). Since such impressions rest in the
eye of the beholder, it is then quite unreal to speak to the general observer
of restoring or conserving the ‘monumental aspect’-this category not have-
ing for him any reality.

On the other hand these monuments were very well and solidly
built and for the most part their structure requires little major attention.
However in the general understanding conservation and restoration of
monuments is a ‘modern’ concept and hence to be allied with modern
technology. Its application is thus considered to be a matter of science
and engineering. It is physics and chemistry with their products and
processes which are to prolong life and restore strength to buildings on
analogy with the miracles of contemporary medicine.

Briefly speaking intervention of this ¢scientific’’ nature is rarely
required. It may or may not have the desired effect on the structure
very possibly it will damage the aspect of an ancient monument.

Perhaps from such a sketch it must be imagined that to work out
the application of principles novel to the climate of opinion will be no
easy matter. Truly those concerned will need to draw on some store of
‘philosophical sociology’.

If in the foregoing it has been emphasised that conditions in India
must be understood in terms of Indian culture, this is very necessrry to
scotch the facile concept that the mechanical application of some idea or
practice current in Rome, Paris or London is sufficient in itself to remedy
difficulties in India. However a contrary misconception must boa combated.

Circumstances in India are not so highly idiosyncratic as to be
without parellel anywhere else in the World. This prevalent assumption
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gives rise frequently to a basic pessimism. <«Affairs here are so peculiarly
involved that no solutions found practical elsewhere will ever work.
Accordingly after all the ta.lking is done we must continue to get on with
our difficulties as best we can”. With respect to the basic ways in which
the care of ancient monumenbs impinges on the working of society, such
an outlook would be entirely unjustified. In this connection affairs in
Tamilnadu certainly parellel those elsewhere.

To clarify this matter thought may be given to those buildings
which, as constituting monuments, require conservation or restoration.
They may be divided into three broad types:

(a) Vestigial remains of a vanished age i.e. archaeological ruins.
Here mainly at issue is the very active contemporary concern for
archaeology.

(b) Structures which, although no longer functional as such in modern
society, are still recognisable for what they were i. e. a temple or place etc.
These may be termed ‘ruined monuments’. They form clearest and most
straightforward field for the conservation and restoration of monuments.

(¢) Tinally there is the (in Tamilnadu very important) class of build-
ings which are at one and the same time ancient monument but also still
fullfil their role in modern society — i. e. they remain in use as Hindu
temples or the like. Very obviously in applying measures of conservation
and restoration to such monuments other interests will be affected and
these must be consulted and considered. '

Whatever the group to which the monument belongs no programme
of conservation and restoration can be carried out socially in vacuvo so to
speak. If possible complications immediately suggest themselves in Tamil
nadu, it must be realised that analogous complications occur in Greece,
Holland, Spain etc. Municipal authorities wish to conserve the excavated
remains of a Roman villa, the pre-historic archaeologist wishes to dig them
up to investigate important neolithic remains beneath. A ruined monu-
ment is inaccessible to the public on private land or blocks the traffic in a
growing town. The clergy and congregation wish to add some necessary
facilities to their mediaeval church. The ancient monuments authority
objects that this would be destructive to the monumental aspect. An
archaeologist wishes to dig underneath the pavement of the church to in-
vestigate a temple on the ruins of which the church is said to be built.
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Every one unanimously agrees that certain measures of restoration should
be applied to an ancient monument but how can the necessary funds be
obtained — by State grant, private contribution or public subscription.

The several interests figuring in this recital are, or may be, represe-
nted by authorities, governmental or private; possessed of statutory
powers executive or consultative; endowed with funds to a greater or less
degree. The conflicts of interest which emerge are genuine and progress in
resolving them can only be by co-operation based on a genuine recognition
of the conflicts.

To this end, it is essential that such authorities speaking in the
name of the conservation of ancient monuments should possess reasonable
statutory powers and be in a position to give effect to these powers by
reason of enjoying public support and adequate resources. The constitution,
powers and resources of these authorities vary in different countries. In
Tamilnadu the authorities chiefly concerned, the Hindu Religious and
Charitable Endowments Commission and the Department of Archaeology
compare very reasonably in these respects with corresponding authorities
elsewhere. Given puplic support for such work, with the present and
potential resources at its disposal, Tamilnadu can look forward to dealing
with the problems of its ancient monuments in a manner and on a scale
comparable to that found in other lands.

The conclusion to these remarks is clearly that success in caring for
ancient monuments is determined by public interest. Conservation and
restoration of ancient monuments ultimately proceeds like all human acti-
vity, not from advice nor directions but from the breasts of men. Society
is the lengthened shadow of a man, and what a man does because he so
wishes is accomplished without effort, while to do something against the
" will is a heavy burden. The result of externally engincered concern for
restoration of ancient monuments will remain largely verbal. The words
of men tend to be those of others, their acts are their own. Concomitant
with many words concerning restoration if this concept remains outside
the spiritual consciousness, monuments will suffer in the same or increasing
measure. Should restoration of monuments enter the spiritual consious-
ness of the people, then damage will be discontinued and the most massive
and recent disfigurements will be removed effortlessly without urging-and
without words.
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Finally an important matter must be clearly understood. The
value of restcration of monuments is marked by its cost. That is value
understood in spirit. If it is thought that a programme of restoration of
ancient monuments can be adopted on the principle that there is nothing
to lose and perhaps something to be gained, then the concept is worthless.
And here, evidently, cost is meant in ultimate terms, not to be thought of
in rupees or dollars. Far from being something nominal which can be
adopted without consequence to the workings of contemporary life, the
conservation of ancient monuments will be found to affect many esta-
blished interests. This will be its cost. If these interestsare considered
of greater social significance than the conservation of monuments, then
the conservation of monuments will not be worth its cost and will not
be received into the working of Society.



SOME RARE COINS OF JAFFNA
BY
Iravatham Mahadevan.

I. Introduction:

This paper describes three rare copper coins and assigns them, for
the first time, to the Arya Cakravarti dynasty of Jaffna. The first ?
(Fig. 1) and the most important of the three coins, which is known to the
numismatists for more than a century, has not been assigned so far to
any dynasty. The second? (Fig. 2) and the third® (Fig. 3), also known for
a long time, have been attributed earlier to the Pandyas and the Cbolas
respectively. It is, however, suggested here that in the light of the fresh
evidence furnished by the identification of the first coin, the attribution of
the other two will have to be revised, and that these coins have also to
be assigned to the Arya Cakravartis of Jaffna.

2. Brief history of the Arya Cakravartis :

2-1. The history4 of the Arya Cakravarti dynasty of Jaffna may
be briefly noticed here, with particular reference to its Kalinga origin and
relations with the Pandyas, as the present coins throw welcome light on
both these aspects.

2-2. The rule of the Kalihga princes over Jaffna was established
in two waves. We know very little of the first Kalinga dynasty,
apart from the legendary traditions contained in some of the late Tamil
works of Jaffna. Yalppana Vaipavamalai5 records that Ugrasimha, a
Kalinga prince, invaded Ceylon in Saka 1717 (795 A.p.) and founded a
kingdom in Jaffna. His son, Narsimha, who ascended the throne with the
name of Jayatunga Vararajasimha, was probably killed, when érimﬁpa
Srivallabha Pandya (815-62 A.p.) invaded Ceylon. Nothing is said of his
immediate successors in the Jaffna chronicles. It would, however, appear
from certain cola inscriptions of the 11th century that the Kalinga princes
continued to rule over Jaffna under the suzerainty of the Colas.

2:3. The second Kalinga dynasty was founded by Magha, a
Kalinga prince who invaded Ceylon in 1215 A.D. and set up his rule in
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Polonnaruwa. But Parakrama Bahu IT retook that city in 1236 a.p., fore-
ing Magha to retreat to the East Coast. The descendants of Magha
styled themselves Arya Cakravartis and ruled over Jaffna, first from
Simhapura (Cinkainakar) and later from Nallur for a period of nearly
four centuries. Their long rule came to an end with the Portuguese occu-
pation of Jaffna in 1618 A.D.

2-4. Some later Tamil works like the Yalppana Vaipavamalat
contain the legend that Pandimalavan, a vellala chieftain of Jaffna, went
to Madurai and invited a Kalinga prince who was then in the Pandya
Court to take over the kingdom of Jaffna and save the people from anar-
chy. The truth behind this legend is perhaps that the second Kalinga
invasion of Jaffna had the support of the Pandyas who were only too eager
to have an ally in Jaffna against the Sinhalese kings. In any case, we
know that three Pandya invasions in quick succession during the second half
of the 13th century, secured their paramountcy over the northern part of
Ceylon. Jatavarman Sundara Pandya invaded Ceylon in 1254-56 A.p. and
Jatavarman Virapandya in 126264 A.p. Ceylonese Chronicles also record
that Maravarman Kulagekhara Pandya invaded Ceylon in 1278 A.D.
through his ‘minister’ Arya Cakravarti and carried off the famous Tooth
Relic. 7The Arya Cakravartis continued to be the faithful allies and vas-
sals of the Pandyas until the second Pandya empire was overthrown by
the Muslim invasion of Madurai in 1323 A.p. They assisted the Pandyas
not only against the Sinhalese kings; they also went to the mainland in
support of the Pandya wars against the Hoysalas. Varodaya, the then
Arya Cakravarti played a notable part in the Pandya wars of succession
in the early years of the 14th century.

2-5. The Arya Cakravartis claimed a mixed descent, on the one
hand, from the Eastern Gangas of Kalinga and on the other; from certain
brahman families of Ramaévaram. The adoption of the <seated bull’
emblem on their flag and coinage, the naming of their capital after Simha-
pura, a Kalinga city, and the use of the medieval Kalinga Nagari Script on
their earlier coinage prove conclusively that the Arya Cakravarti dynasty
was a branch of the Eastern Gangas of Kalinga. For its connection with
the brahmans of Rameévaram, we have only the evidence of the
traditions embedded in the medieval Tamil works of South India and
Jaffna. There is, however, no reason to doubt the veracity of this tradi-
tion, as practically every reference to these kings in the Tamil works labels
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them as ‘Arya’. It was probably as a result of this alliance that the
Arya Cakravartis styled themselves Cétu Kawvalar, the ¢Guardians of
Setu’. Their later coins bear the Tamil legend Cetu on the reverse.

2'6. On accession to the throne, every Arya Cakravarti assumed
the name and title of Rajagekhara, each alternate king being known as
Jagad RajaSekhara and Para Rajadekhara.6 For this reason, these kings
are also referred to as the Sekharas in the Tamil works. There were, in
all, eighteen Rajasekharas on the throne, among whom the most illustrious
was Varodaya Jagad Rajasekhara IIT ( 1302-25 A.D.).

2:7. 1In course of time, the Arya Cakravartis lost all contact with
Kalinga and were gradually ‘tamilised’. They became great patrons of
Tamil literature and several notable Tamil works were composed in their
court. Their later coinage become South Indian in type and bore Tamil
legends. The last few kings of the dynasty had purely Tamil names such
as Cankili, Peria Pillai etc.

3. Coinage:
The coinage of the dynasty. only in copper so far as is known to us,

can be divided into two broad categories, which are quite dissimilar to
each other in fabric, design and type:

1. Earlier period: (C.1250-1350 A.D.):

The thin, broad coins illustrated in figs. 1 and 2, fall in this group.
These are fully described in this paper.

II. Later period: (C.1350-1600 a.D.):

All the later coins are of the so-called ‘< Ceylon-man type’ which
became almost the universal type of copper Kacu in South India
and Ceylon from the 11-th Century. These coins can be sub-
divided into two categories :

(i) The earliest of the latter-day coins appears to be that illustrated
in fig 3. It can be dated between 1350 and 1450 a. .

(ii) Setu-type coins (C. 1450-1600 A. p.) These are the only coins so
far assigned to the Arya Cakravartis. These coins, all of which
bear the Tamil legend Cétu, are quite common and well-known.
They have been illustrated and described by Codrington.”
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4. -Coin in fig. | (Rajasekhara-type)

4-1. We may now turn to a detailed study of the coin illustrated
in fig. 1. The find-spot of the present specimen is unknown. Fortunately,
however, impeccable evidence of the provenance of this type comes from
Prinsep and Codrington. Prinsep described and illustrated ©a fragment’
of this coin-type ‘lately dug up in the ruins of the old city of Montollee.’ 8
Describing “two ‘more or less worn’ specimens of this type, Codrington
records that ‘all these coins were found in Tiruketiswaram, the site of
the famous neighbourhood of Mantota, the Mahatittha of the Mahavaméa
and the great medieval port of entry into Ceylon from South India.’s
Mantota (also called Matota or Mantai or Montollee) near Tiruketiswaram,
was a great port not only in medieval but even in ancient times, as evide-
nced by references to the port in the Sangam literature!® and the numer-.
ous finds of Roman Coins from the place.

4-2. The present specimen (Fig. 1) is a circular, rather thin and
broad copper coin, measuring 0.8” in diameter’ and weighing 35 grains.
On the obverse there is a couchant humped bull to the right, with one of
its forelegs extended to the front. A crescent is above the bull and
below are three thick parallel lines. The bull is flanked on either side by
two vertical line-like objects. The whole is enclosed within a circle of
dots. The reverse contains two lines of bold Nagari letters in rather
high relief, also enclosed within a circle of dots. '

- 4-3. The fabric and design of the coin should be specially noticed,
as they enable us to trace the origin of this type. This broad, thin and
light coin is morphologically quite dissimilar to the contemporary coins
of the later Colas and Pandyas of South India and the Dambadeniya
Coins of Ceylon. The latter class of coins is smaller, much thicker
and heavier and almost universally of the so-called ¢Ceylon-man’
type. The setu coins of the later Arya Cakravartis belong to this class.
The thin broad and light fabric of the present coin and the reverse design
of two lines of bold Nagari letters occupying the whole field surrounded
by a circle of dots clearly suggest that the prototype is the series of very
51mﬂar coins of Central and Eastern India, issued by the Western and
Eastern Cedi Kings as well as the Candellas of Mahoba from the beginn-
l_ng of the 11th tq the end of the 14th centuries A.p.2I Their large, thin
gold coing measuring about 0.8” in diameter and weighing about 60 grains
were called drammas and were struck to the Greek drachma standard.
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The obverse of these coins shows the - various royal insignia, while on the
reverse is invariably written the name of the king in bold Nagarl letters
running to two or three lines. Their copper coins were also of the same
type.- It is but natural that the Kalinga princes of Jaffna borrowed the
coin-type from nearer homeland for their earlier coinage, and that, when
they lost touch with Kalihga and assimilated the local culture and tradi-
tions, their coinage also followed suit.

4-4. The various symbols on the obverse of the present coin can be
traced to the Eastern Gangas of Kalinga.!2 The ‘seated bull’ was their royal
emblem and is found on the seals attached to their copper-plate grants.
Some of these grants actually enumerate the royal insignia of the family
and mention ‘varavrshabha lavichana’.l3 We have direct evidence of the
fact that the Arya Cakravartis adopted the ‘seated bull’ only from the
Eastern Gangas. Irakuvamicam, (Raghuvaiséa), a Tamil Kavya composed
by Arakecari, a poet in the court of the Arya Cakravartis describes the
bull Flag as that of the ‘Ganga-Aryas’. The crescent “above the bull is
rather indistinct. The two vertical objects on either side of the bull are
perhaps a sword and an elephant-goad representing royal valour and
power respectively. The three parallel lines below the bull, of which the
middle line is shorter than the other two, may represent a drum, an
Eastern Ganga symbol. V '

5. Legend on the reverse:

5.1. The legend on the reverse, consisting of two lines of bold Nagari
letters occupying the whole field, appears to be in the Eastern or Kalinga
script of about -the end of 12th century A.p; (but see para 7 infra).
Fig. 4 gives the complete legend (with the - conjectural restoration of N
portion of the letter ja shown in dotted lines), which reads 8ri
Rajasekara.

5.2. The orthography is rather corrupt as ean be seen from the
use of &ri for &ri, ka instead of kka and ra instead of ra. As regards
the last, the vertical at the end of the legend can also be conSIdered
as a punctuation mark, rather than the medial @ sign.

5.3. We may notice here a few interesting pomts on the palaeo-
graphy of the coin-legend. Two forms of the letter 4a are used, one
as in &ri and the other as in se. Both are corrupt and rather pecu-
liar, though their ultimate origin can be traced easily enough to the
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medieval eastern Nagari-script of 12-13 centuries A.p.14 The e medial
sign in e, a horizontal straight line placed above the letter, is derived
from the long, gracefil and almost horizontally slanting curve used
as e medial mgn in several Eastern Na,ga.n inscriptions of the period?s.

5.4. In the Kalinga script of this period, the letter ra is very
similar to the letters ca and wva (ba). It is this peculiarity of the
seript, as well as the unsatisfactory nature of their specimens that
misled both Prinsep and Codrington in their attempts at deciphering the
legend on this coin. ‘

5.5. In a passing reference to this coin, Prinsep wrote:16 <One
fragment . . .. of the sitting bull [typé] from, Montollee has the letters &r:
vi ... kaica in thé Nagari characters on the reverse’. A reference to Fig.
4. wilt show that Prinsep’s specimen contained the first two and the last
two letters of the legend and that he misread all of them except ka. His
reading »; for rd@ is not surprising™if it is remembered that ra and va
looked rather alike and the medial @ and 7 signs were also almost identical
in the script. The last letter ra was taken to be ca by Prinsep, again
because of the confusing similarity between the two lettersi?.

5.6. Codrington’s reading and the correct values of the letters
of the coin-legend ‘are shown side by side below :

Correct Reading : 8ri va ja s ka  ra
Codrington’s Reading : 8ri ba (va) la ... ka[m] va(ca)

Here again the similarity between ra on the one hand and va (ba) and ca
on the other, led Codrington astray. His specimens, like the present
one, perhaps contained only the left portion of ja, which explains his
mistaking it for la. Codrington’s reading ¢Sr¢ Bala Kanva’ -and conse-
quent assignment of the coin ‘to the Ganga Banas... who claimed descent
from the Sage Kanva’ have to be abandoned in the light of the evidence
furnished by the present specimen.

6. Coin in Fig. 2 (‘ Seated Bull and Double Fish’ - type):

6-1. We may now consider the problem of the attribution of
the ‘seated bull and double fish’ type (Fig. 2) found in Jaffna. To
describe the coin, it is enough to state that it is in all respects identi-
cal with the Rajasekhara-tpye coin, except that, on the reverse, the



Fig. " I.

Fig. 2.

R
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R AA jo se ka ra
Fig. 4.
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legend is replaced by the emblem of the.double-fish which is surrounded
by the same symbols as those around the seated bull on both the coins.
Prinsep, Tracy, Codrington and Desikachari have all assigned this coin to
the Pandyas, solely on the basis of the Pandya emblem of the double fish
found on the reverse of this coin. 18 Since, however, it was obvious that
this coin-type differed considerably from the issues of the second pandya
empire, it was supposed that this type was issued by the early medieval
Pandyas. If this were so, the very close similarity in fabric and design
between this and the Rajasekhara-type would force us to assume that the
Arya Cakravartis copied this issue for their coinage. But the Arya Cakra-
vartis flourished during and after the second Pandya empire and it is
very unlikely that they chose to copy a coin-type that was issued several
centuries before their time.

6.2. On the other hand, a consideration of the following facts
leads us to the irresistible conclusion that both the coins were issued at
one and the same time and by the same authority who could be none
other than the Arya Cakravartis of Jaffna:

(i) The provenance of both the coins is Jaffna and they occur to-
gether, as noticed by Prinsep and Codrington.

(ii) The fabric and design of both the coins are very similar.
(iii) The obverses are identical.

(iv) The symbols surrounding the double-fish emblem are exactly the
same as those surrounding the seated bull on both the coins; these are
all Eastern Ganga insignia and could have been used only by the Arya
Cakravartis and not by the Pandyas.

We can, therefore, conclude that the Arya Cakravartis, in addition
to having their own emblem of the seated bull on the obverse, adopted
the double fish emblem of the Pandyas on the reverse to acknowledge the
paramountcy of the latter.

7. Date of the coins (figs. 1&2):

It is fortunately possible to fix the date of both these types of coins
within fairly narrow limits. The Arya Cakravartis commenced their rule
over Jaffna at the beginning of the 13th century. We have seen that the
coin-type points broadly to the same period. However, the corruptness



118

of the orthography and of the forms of certain letters in the coin-legend
would indicate that an appreciable period of time, at least a century, must
have elapsed between arrival of the Kalinga princes in Jaffna and the issue
of the Rajasekhara-type. This brings us to about the end of the 13th
century when the Arya Cakravartis were at the height of their power and
were closely allied to the Pandya kings. It was in this period that the
Arya Cakravartis must have issued the very similar ‘seated bull and
Double Fish’ type. It is improbable that the kings of Jaffna issued the
double-fish type of coins either before the Pandya invasion of Ceylon in
1254 A.D. or after the Muslim invasion of Madurai in 1323 a.p. In all
probability, these are also the limits for the date of the Rajasekhara-type
coin.

8. Coinin fig. 3 (Cekaracacekara-type):

8.2. The third coin appears to be quite rare, if not unique, as it
has been noticed only once before. The accompanying illustration (fig. 3)
aud description are based on the photographic reproduction in Desikachari’s
Dravidian coins (Pl. No. VI, No. 123). Thisis a small copper coin, measu-
ring 0-4” in diameter. The weight is not mentioned. It is stated that on
the obverse (which is not illustrated in the book) there appears the usual
‘Ceylon-man’, seated, and the Nagari legend ‘Rgjaraja’. On the reverse,
there is an incomplete Tamil legend in two lines which reads:

Cekara . .

Cekara . ..

Desikachari assigns the coin to the Colas apparently on the basis of
the design on the obverse. He reconstructs the legend on the reverse
as Cekara(n) | Cekara(n).

8.2. The characters of the legend, ca, ka and ra are quite modern-
looking and cannot be assigned to a period earlier than the fourteenth cen-
tury. This alone would rule out the possibility that this is a Cola
coin. The design on the obverse must have been merely imitated from
the Cola kacu, a practice by no means uncommon. The occurrence of
the title Cekara and the period of the script point out to the Arya
Cakravartis who were known as the ‘Sekharas’. '

8.3. The reading of the legend given by Desikachari is not convine-
ing. It is improbable that the same word should be repeated twice on
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the same side. It is suggested that the legend becomes nieai{iflgful, if it
is completed and read as follows:

Line 1: Cekard[ca] Gesg[rs]
Line 2: Cekara[n] Osasg[en]

i.e. Ceka-raca-Cékaran, which was the Tamil form of the title of every
alternate Arya Cakravarti. It will be noticed immediately that the
legend as well as its arrangement in two lines are essentially the same as
in the Rajasekhara-type (Fig. 1). Thus this coin can be considered as the
direct successor to, and the Tamil version of, the earlier type with the
Nagari legend. It appears to be slightly earlier in date than the Setu-type
coins, and may be dated between c. 1350 and 1450 A.D.

Notes and References

1. A “fragment’ of this coin was illustrated and described by Prinsep.
See Essays, Ed. by Thomas, Vol. I, Pl. xxxv, No. 18; pp. 421-24.
Codrington described ‘very worn’ specimens of this coin in his
Ceylon coins & Currency, p. 90 para. 13 (2 & 3).

2. Prinsep, Op. cit., Volume I, Pl. xxxv, No. 16; Tracy, Madras Journal
of Lit. & Sc., 1887-88, p. 144; Codrington, Ceylon Coins & Currency,
p.- 87, para 9(1); Desikachari, Dravidian Coins, Pl. I, No. 15.

3. Desikachari, Op. cit, P1. VI, No. 123.

4. The history of the Arya Cakravartis is dealt with in detail in
Tamils & Ceylon, C. S. Navaratnam, Saiva Prakasa Press, Jaffna,
1958,

5. This is a collection of quasi-historical legends of Jaffna compiled by
Mayilvahana Pulavar in 1736.

6. The Tamil forms are Ceka-raca-cékaran (QssgrsQssger) and
Para-raca-cekaran (uggpreGesger) respectively.

7. Codrington, Ceylon Coins & Currency, Ch. VI, Pl. IV, pp. 88-96.
8. Prinsep, Essays, Vol. I, pp. 421.
9. Codrington, Ceylon Coins & Currency, p. 86.
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Vincent Smith, Indian Museum Catalojue, Vol. I, Sec. XV, PL
XXVI, Nos. 7-13.

Compare the symbols on the coin with those appearing on the
seal of the Nadagam Plates of the Eastern Gangas : ‘thick circular
seal on which is fixed an image of the bull couchant ... with the
figures of a conch-shell and chauri to the proper right, the figures
of a sword and an elephant-goad to the left and what looks like a
drum at the back’, Epigr. Indica, IV, p. 183.

Ibid.

See, for example, the Bhuvane§vara inscriptions of Svapneévara
assigned to the end of 12th century A.p. (Epigr. Indica, VI, P. 198).

C. Sivaramamurti, Indian Epigraphy aﬁd South Indian Scripts,
Table at p. 142.

Prinsep, Essays, Vol. I, p. 424.
Codrington, Ceylon Coins & Currency, p. 90.

See note No. 2 above.
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BOOK REVIEWS

UTTARAMERUR : Legendes, Histoire, Monuments - par

Francois Gros et R. Nagaswamy, avec Le Pancavarada-
kshetra mahatmya - edite by K. Srinivasacharya, Publi-

cations De L’ Institut Francais D’ Indologie, No. 39,
Pondichery 1970.

The present reviewer is not qualified to review in its entirety this
interesting work. Indeed it is doubtful whether many reviewers can be
found not subject to such limitation, since the work consists of a very
fruitful co-ordination of archzology, epigraphy and philology, not to
mention the mise.en-point of other studies such as sociology.. These en-
quiries are directed to what may be termed ¢local history” or perhaps
here, better ¢ local Indology’. The focus is provided by the notable
architectural and epigraphical remains_(mainly from Pallava and Chola
times) found in and about the village of Uttaramerur situated some
50 miles South West of Madras between Chingleput and Wandewash.
Attention to these remains was attracted in this instance by the sub-

mission for publication of a manuscript of the local legend (sthulapurana)
of Uttaramerur.

The work as it has taken final shape is undoubtedly important.
Not so much, perhaps, on account of its intrinsic scholarship (which, so
far as the reviewer is able to assess is excellent) but on account of its scope
and intention. This consists in the marshalling of the most rigorous and
diverse enquiry on to a ¢local’ subject (i.e. one which, in a sense, is

still <living’) and the method pursued of setting the physical remains
against the extensive ¢ sources ’.

In the first instance the interest at issue is the history of archite-
cture, since a Sanskrit inscription (v. pp. 80-81) on the Sundaravarada-
perumal Temple (v. pp. 70 ff) states that this temple was constructed in
accordance with relevent sacred theory-both Vastusastra and Agama-
sastra. This matter had already been discussed by V. Ganapathy
* An Interesting Inscription from Uttiramerur’ in Seminar on Inscriptions,
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Madras 1966, pp. 178-188. The work under review extends the question
of correspondence from the Temple itself to the religious aspects of town
planning-i.e. the disposition of the various temples within the village.
Further, the work goes on to consider social matters in this connection,
and the communal life as constituted in the village is seen to be in accor-
dance with the Dharmasastras.

A brief outline of the book’s contents is well warranted and
may be set against an historical sketch (V. pp. 21 ff).

Uttaramerur was a foundation of the second Pallava dynasty and
the first date attested epigraphically is ¢.750 A.p. The village was a
royal foundation—-indeed an example of dynastic propaganda in the form
of urbanism. The town planning is meticulous and elements are named
according to the titles etc. of the ruling house. During the succeeding
century the region was central to the Pallava-Chola rivalry, but the
village of Uttaramerur weathered these imperial storms. Indeed it came
to know its greatest fortune in Chola time, with the days of Rajendra I
marking an apogee. The decline in power of the royal house (from 1150
A.D), with a corresponding ‘feudal’ development had its effect on the his-
tory of the village. With the fall of the Chola regime the experience of
the village became to some degree associated with that of Kancheepuram.
In Vijayanagar days it would seem that the village knew a certain pro-
sperity. Thereafter Uttaramerur is noted only in so far as it is incidental
to the military history of Nayak and colonial campaigns. Laterly
(during the 19th century) its agricultural concerns were nnt forgotten by
the Central Government, and new (Christian) settlements were arranged,
with the result that the present population is very mixed.

Proceeding from this exposee Chapter IV gives full and precise
archaeological survey of the religious monuments — their architecture,
sculpture and epigraphy. Chapter V treats of the topography of the
ancient village, explaining the sources and methods here employed. It is
important to note that the reconstruction set out very clearly in a folding
plan is an ¢ideal’ one derived in the main from epigraphical sources not
from archaeological clearance or excavation (p. 93)

In Chapter VI consideration is given to the interesting matter of
the organisation of village life in its social and administrative aspects — in



2 Sy

particular and in detail, the village assembly (the Sabha) to which tils
village owes much of its historical interest. -

Chapter VIT deals with the ‘intellectual and religious life’ of Uttara-
merur. The latter aspect being the most resilient of all traditions, forms
a connection link with the present day. The conclusion to this chapter
may be quoted as a fitting expression of the underlying spirit which shaped
the whole enquiry. It is then desirable that the study be undertaken of
Hinduism in its popular aspects before such traditions finally disappear,
and while such study may still be carried on by direct comparison with the
literary sources which inspire or express these aspects’ (p. 122-3)

Appendices provide :

I. A topographical description of the modern village accompanied
by a survey plan, which gives evidence of the ‘real presence’ of
the original foundation.

IT. A summary list of the unpublished inscriptions.

IT1. A chronological list of inscripfions.

The Pancavaradakshetra mahatmya appears critically edited in
Sanskrit and is discussed together with other legandary material in Chap-
ter 11. -
Special mention must be made of the thorough going and well
organised ‘aids to study’:— 16 plates and 2 folding plans, a Sanskrit
index to the legend and an excellent bibliography.

Whatever ' may be said about the technical detail of this book, it
will undoubtedly provide a model for future studies.

G. R. H. Wright.

Institut Francois d' Archeoclogie
Beyrouth. Liban.
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