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EXCAVATIONS IN TAMILNADU

The Department of Archaeology was established in
the year 1961, to protect and preserve the historical
monuments of Tamilnadu. In course of time it has
been expanded with more sections such as (1) Epigraphy
(2) Excavation (3) Site Museums (4) Archaeological
offices at District level (5) Registering offices (6) Printing
(7) Archaeological Lab (8) Archaeological Library and
(9) Photography.

Excavations Conducted

This department has conducted excavatlons at the
following sites :

1 Anamalai ) o
Coimbatore District

Poluvampatti
Korkai o
Panchalankurichi V. O. C. District
Karur

Kannanur Trichy District

NN AN

Gangaikonda-
cholapuram

Palayarai

\O 0o

Tanjore District
Kurumbanmedu ]

10 Kovalanpottal Madurai District

11 Tondi R " i
a 1str1
12 Alagankulam amanathapuram Dis

13 Pallavamedu . L
Chengai Anna District

\—q‘__J k__Y__J — \__Y_.__J \___T__._J LT_J L_._Y_._J

14 Vasavasamudram
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How to select a site for Excavation

In order to select a site for excavation one has to
study the literature, history and inscriptions to find
out ancient places such as capitals, ports and cities of
ancient ruling monarchs and chieftains. Having listed
out the ancient cities, the exploration will be carried out
at the sites by the Archaeologists. They would enquire
with the villagers if they have come acrossed any
ancient structures or any antiquities. They will also
explore the places thoroughly to find if there is any raised
mound. If there is any raised mound, it means that
there was an ancient habitation. Due to invasion of the
rival kings, it is believed, that these places might have
-been either razed out or abandoned by the inhabitants.
Sometimes the villagers could have collected some
important artefacts while they plough in such raised
mounds. If they dig pits they could have found some
brick structures or the ring wells that are the clear
indications for the habitation. The accidental finds
occured in some places also led the archaologists to
locate the sites of ancient period.

For example at Gangaikondacholapuram, in Trichy
District, the villagers were able to dig cart-loads of bricks
in every year while they start their cultivation at a
particular site called Utkottai. This incident has been
brought to the notice of this department. Immediately the
Archaologist was deputed to do thorough exploration.
During his exploration he was able locate a large
mound spreading over to a stretch of 4 metre square.
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After having done all the preliminary works, we started
excavations and we were able to bring to light the palace
built by Rajendra Chola, the illustrious son of
Rajaraja.the Great. Likewise we were able to locate an
interesting site i.e. Alagankulam which is considered by
the Archaologists as another Arikkamedu in Ramnad
District. '

Four Importaat Sites

Among the excavated sites, Korkai in V. O. C.
District, Karur and Gangaikondacholapuram in Trichy
District, Alagankulam in Ramnad District are more
important sites which have yielded excellent artefacts
confirming the location of the ancient capitals, their
relationship between South India and North India and
between Tamil Nadu and Rome. The excavation at
Korkai assumed great importance because the charcoal
found in a trench during the excavation have been dated
by the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research to a date
of 785 B.C. plus or minus 100 thereby suggesting that the
habitation at Korkai was in existence even from 800 B.C.
So the antiquity of Korkai and Southern part of Tamil
Nadu goes back to the period of Circa 1000 BC. The
inscribed potsherds found from Korkai confirm that the
script prevalent in Tamilnadu for writing Tamil language
was in existence from 3rd century B.C. The excavation
conducted at Karur and Gangaikondacholapuram
revealed the antiquity of Karur which is believed by
some scholars as the capital of Sangam Cheras and the
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building exposed by the excavation at Gangaikonda-
cholapuram to be the palace built by Rajendra Chola.
The excavation at Alagankulam in Ramnad District has
thrown light on the Roman settlement established at
Alagankulam as was the one at Arikkamedu near
Pondicherry,

Large Scale Excavation

Since Alagankulam and {Gangaikondacholapuram
are very important sites to know the cultural heritage of
Sangam and Medieval period, it is proposed to carry out
a large scale excavation. It is expected that this excava-
tion would throw more light on the mode of life of
the people such as their day-to-day life, their industry,
their religion, the administration etc.

New Sites to be Excavated

Still there are a number of sites to be excavated in
Tamilnadu, such as Tirukkoilur, the capital of
Malayaman; Padaividu, the capital of Sambuvarayar;
Parthivasekarapuram, the capital of Ay Kings;
Tiruttangal, a site belonging to Sangam age etc.

Under Sea Archaeclogy

The sphere of excavation has now been extended to
off the seashore. Tamilnadu is famous for a number of
ports on the Eastern sea coast. The ports of Sopatma,
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Kavirippumpattinam, Tranquebar, Karaikkal; Periya-
pattinam and Kanyakumari are mentioned in the
chronicles of foreign travellers as well as in Sangam
literature. Kavirippumpattinam is said to have
submerged under sea. Hence, a preliminary exploration
has been conducted by the Archaeology Department in
collaboration with the National Institute of,Oceano-
graphy, Goa. By engaging some sophisticated equipments
it has spotted some heaps in about 30 metre depth
off the shore of Poompuhar. For further exploration
and excavation it requires more fund and trained
personnel. The heaps located in the preliminary
exploration are said to have belonged either to Sangam
age or even to Pre-Sangam period.

On this basis the Honourable Chief Minister of
Tamilnadu Dr. M. Karunanidhi, has in his 1990-91
budget speech, enunciated a three year pFoject work of
Marine Archaeology, off the Coast of Poompuhar in
coordination with the National Institute of Oceano-
graphy, and earmarked sufficient funds for this
prestigious project.



RECENT FINDINGS OF THIS DEPARTMENT
4

1a. Archaic Tamil Inscription-

An Archaic Tamil (Tamil-Brahmi) inscription was
discovered .by this department on a hill known as
Undankallu in Nilakkottai Taluk, of Quaid-E-Millad
District. This inscription reads as ‘‘Erayal Arakayadan
Sevvithon”” The meaning of this inscription is that the
bed where the inscription is engraved is the gift of
Arakayadan of Erayal Village. On the basis of the
palacography this inscription is assignable to 2nd-3rd
century A.D.

1b. Tamili Inscription

In the village Thirumalai of the Pasumpon Thevar
Thirumagan District, this Department has discovered
ancient Tamil Brahmi incriptions on the lintel of two
natural caverns. The inscription on the first cave
records the detail that the bed was caused to be made
by one Kavithikan belonging to Ekatur.
2a. Pallava Sculpture

A rare pallava sculpture with the aspects of Siva,
Vishnu and Brahma in Ponnur village of North Arcot
District and a stone tub (11-12th century A.D.) with
iniricate carvings at Tiruvallam near Vellore were
discovered.

2b. Panel Sculptures of Pallava peried

In the prakara wall of the Abhirameswara temple
in the village Thiruvamathur in Villupuram Taluk of
South Arcot District an image probably depicting
Lingodbhavar or Trimurthy is chiselled as a panel
sculpture. On stylistic grounds the sculpture may be
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assigned to 7th century Pallava idiom. In the centre of
the sculpture is the figure of Lord Siva in the anthropo-
morphic Linga form flanked respectively on the left and
the right sides, by Vishnu and Brahman.

3. Pallava Cein

An early Pallava coin made of lead was found in
Tiruvanmiyur, a suburb of Madras. Figure of a standing
humped bull is found on the obverse and a vase and the
Chaitya tree are found on the reverse of this coin. It
could be datable to a period of 5th-6th century A.D.

4. Gold Coins at Kurinjippadi

Seventy seven gold coins were discovered at Varada-
rajanpettai near Kurinjippadi in South Arcot District.
These coins belong to Ganga, Kakatiya and Vijayanagara
Kings. A few golden pieces and some golden bangles
were also found along with these coins On one group of
coins Tamil legend ‘Ganapa’ is written in typical Chola
characters and the figures of sun, moon, umbrella and
Venugopala in standing posture holding flute in his
hands are all on the obverse; while some zigzag lines on
the reverse. These are identified as the issues of
Ganapati, the Kakatiya King

5. Discovery of Ancient Terracotta figures

A terracotta figure, anterior to 12 centuries (8th
century A.D.) has been discovered at Thirukovilur of the
same taluk of South Arcot district. The figure is similar
in style to the Yaksha figures discovered by this depart-
ment at Poluvampatti and Panayakulam.
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6. Later Pandya Paintings-Sittaiyankottai

Some interesting paintings drawn on the wall of a
Siva Temple of Sittaiyankottai near Attur in Quaid-E-
Millad District, have been discovered by this department.
It is understood that this temple was built during 13th
century A.D. The inscription engraved on the pattika of
the Northern wall mentions that the Sethirayisvaramudai-
yar temple was built by an officer Anjada Perumal, in
memory of his father. This village seems to have been
a place of merchants and their guards as it is called
‘Eriviratalam’ in inscription.

The paintings, most probably of Later Pandya period
depict the figures of Dakshinamurthy and Nataraja.
They are drawn in lines in red ochre on the surface
prepared by a mixtnre of white, yellow and brown
pigments.

7. Terracotta Figurine of Sekkadimedu

Some outstanding specimens of Terracotta figurines
datable to 18th century A.D. were collected from
Sekkadimedu, a suburb of Tanjore by this department.
The above tetracottas were found during the exploration
carried out in view of excavation to be held shortly.

8. Aravakkurichi Terracotta Figure

A mother - goddess terracotta figurine has been
discovered at Aravakurichi in Trichy district. The figure
exudes motherly affection. The child is held on the
mother’s hip in natural stance. This terrecotta figure of
later Chola idiom, can be dated to 10th-11th century-
AD.



