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INDIAN BRONZES THROUGH
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Introduction

Metal figures, particularly bronzes,
worka of art, This was so ever

o always had & glamour as
1 Caosar's Rome. Corinthian bronzes
ware then more prosious th sid of Antony, Cuesar's friend
that he assassinated the owner of two vases of Corinthian bronze just to
possess them. The case is howsvor different in Tudian bronzes
have not only been rgarded s we
religious veneration. According to Sukraniti, ‘tha
ful which is pleasing but ¢ strict. nocordan
with Sastraic injunction’. sumed archaeologi-
oal and jconographic importance: their aesthetic value appeals to a larze
degree as woll.

Pre-Aryan

.. The Tndus vaflay civilization of vhe third millennium ¢ which
is older than the Aryan invasion, and in fact the oldest civilization of
India 50 far rovealed by excavations, shows a woll-designed and b
artistic culture already at an advanced stage of development
chalcolithc age, when stone and coppor were used side by side. That the
artists of the Indus valley had fully geasped the essential eloments of form
and docoration is apparent in tho patterns of painted pottery based on
oal and animal forms and also in the statuary figures of steatite,
Tho art of metal onsting as well as carvings in stono
At Moheujo- Daro in Sind, the ear.

had also attained skillod dovelopment.
st known [ndian bronzo statuotte was discoverod, which reprosents a
romarkablo figure of a ¢ Indeed the sensitive modolling of the
back below the waist and the profile of the dancing girl would do credit to
tho bost modorn soulptura, Probably some natural ageey ws esponsi-
blo for the burial of this civilization and it is not til ¢

we again come across any browse figuren. Tho Mol
while the bronzo inuagos of later historical times ate practically
Wwhich in indeed the source of inspiration of ll
hin bronze dancing girl from Mobenjo-Daro with
ppa with excellent

mecular,
all inspired by religion,
soulpture in Indin. Tl
aupple movoment, and two male torsos from M
madalling prove that both sculpbure and bronse were developed ua charact:
‘rintic art-forma at the very outset of Yndian art bistory.




Natarajs; Nallur, Tanjore Di: Chola period; 9th



Mauryan .

Between the proto-historio art of the Tndus Valley and the histori-
cal Mauryan period (4th-3rd contury 1.6.) I8 & big pap swaiting to be
filled up by actunl remains of material cultarc, But in the drd century
n.c. wo meot with Indian soulpture apringing up into magnificent form
ike Minerva born in panoply. Tao lion capital of Sarnath and the stone
bull of Rampurwa aro mastorpio-es of Mauryan seulpture informed with
vigour and atural expression. Bosides this refined court-urt a8 exempli-
fed by vha lion and bull eapitals. desceibod here, there also existed an
ar d on a widesprowd cult of tutelary deities,

Yakehis. Tae majesty of such figures a8
tna Vaksha and tho fomale Yokehi figure from
o and magnificent form.
apiritual oxprossion.  Bronze images of either the court

o religious art b

such as Yakehas an
Parkham Yaksha, 1
Didarganj is apparent in their size, massive voll

rathor than

art o the archaic religious art of Mauryan tinfes hase not been found.

Buddhism
[udian art entered & phiase of intense activity in the 2nd century
sence of Fuldiism a synthesis between

® n.c. whenjundor the direct in
W lower forms of beliefs suitallo to Indian genius resulted in
il yateways of tho stupas

Iptare preserved on the

very rioh s ing

of Sanchi (Bhopal) and Bharhut (Contral Lidia), - Amaravati and Nagar.
junakonda (Guntur, 8. 1) Stme bronze images of Buddin, uov earlier
Lthan the fnd contury A wro Known fiom Amaravati and ita

vieis From the ond eontury Ab. ouwards the image of Buddhal
afforded suflicient theme for the artists to caive or cast and we have
today a goud sculptural saquenca of the Buddha image.
Taxila

Though the art of metal casting ia of groat antiquity us shown by
of tho dancing girl from Mohenjo-Daro we do not como
Wil the Lat contury a.p. whon, carly smal

2ud contucy A

the first oxamplo

aoross any metal images
figures hail from Taxila of about the (st,
Mathura

A xital and prolific school of Tndian Soulpture sprang up at
Mathura in tho 1<t century AD. distinguished on_tho oo hand by
arkabl statuary llustrativo of sectarian bolief, and on the other by &
e of heautifil figore soulpturo of which the best oxamplos
Dillars, in the company of birde, flora, fauna

are women carved on raili
e portraying happy fomale life.

and flowing 1o
gupta
{ho formative shool of Mathura found ita fulflment in the Gupta
ago (44h-abh contury x.0.) which ushored ih the golden 450 of Tndian_ art.
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wdom and plasticity of Mathura figures wero now replaced
by restraint. elecanco of form and spiritual oxprossion. Examples aro sho
arest Buddlo figuros of Mathura, Sarnath, Ajanta and Bihar whioh
ropresent imumortal speoiinons symbolising the ideals of a wholo ago. The
obed in spiritual ecstacy and the smiling countonance with
st oyes adequately conveys the divine compassionate love (karuna)
of tho I To the Guptas, we ows tho porfoot

of the Buddin type of Being, hailed a reatest oreation

Art.
1ouzes in the Gupta period attained a rank equal in merit to the
st pieces of soulpture and painting, as typified in the life uddha
inase from Sultatgani, Bihar (3th century A.n.) now in the Birmingham
Art Gallery and in the bowutiful Brahma image from Mirpur-khas stupa,

s s
Wl From about the Sth century s.v. onwards metal images becamo

specially popular
Pala or the eastern school

Eleganee of frnn and spiritual exprossion show the superior stan
dard of the bronzes from Nalanda and Kurkihar (both in Bihar) of th
Pali period (90l-120h century 4.n.).The development of Pala Sehool, the
eastern school of Taranatha, is typically illustrated at Nalanda, the
importance of which as s centre of Buddhist learning (University) con-
tinued undiminished by the political decadance of Magadha, until the
destriiction of the monasterics by the Muhammadans at about 117 A.b.
Nalanda has beon the richest source of the well-known smooth black slate
images and has also yielded a very extensive sorios of Buddhist bronzes.
Tho importance of Nalanda a4 a contro of Buddhist culturo and a_sourca
o and styliatic influonces throughout the East ia woll illustra
jons existing botwoon it matra-Java in the 9th
entury, as revealed by the copper plate of Devapaladova wherein rofo

ar o e (poreans ok Eial Nalanda built by Bala-
putra of Suvarnadvips in Ciron 860, Nepal and Burma too had closs
ctions with Nalanda. The Enst-comprising Bihar and Bengal as one
rule, Orissa and Mayurbanj-carries all

o iconograph

art province under Palu and S
whe classical traditions as framed within the Gupta period.

Another re ...muu Iargo sories of metal images from Kurkihar in
the District of Gayn, Bihar (as many as 240 pisces), have closo affinity
i ones and bolong alimost (0 tho  samo poriod and sshool.
A Tara imago illustrated horo is a_ mastarpioco of tho Pala style of 9th
ntury A0, Yot anothor Inrgo series of motal Buddhist images, perhaps
of Nalanda origin, has beon found £ Chittagong, East Bongal, and appesrs
10 dale from the 10th 10 she 13th century. Some others now in Kashmir

are ovidontly of the same type,

with the N

Tiruvenkadu; Tanjore District; Chola preiod;

~Kalysnasundara;






A grent school of seulpture in bronze and stone exieted in Enstern
during the Pula empire (9-120h_century a0 sl finds of metal

kibar or Nalands in Bibar or
Dacea, ar the Sundorbans in Bengal are examples of Pali
of Pala bronzes s ood though not u predominant fenture
Gupta period; the lines and soft curves of the figures are at ong
and their expression makes an appeal which justifies the m
siosm for Pala bronzes. Buddhist inacos found at Jhawiari in L]
(9th-15th century A.n.) are however warl ed by » ruggedness and cons-
traint, though they aro but provincial varintions of the Pala school ad
are skin to the school thatflourished in Burma and Assam doring (e
images partiontarly of Buddiist divinities foubd at

the sourc of insfication af Nepaleso

dovbe Bucdist and Hindu uetal inbge

Javn while visiting the saored ebines in Bastorn

copyer gilt images.
Barne by pilgrime from
Tndia.

o wote

Mediaeval i
The Medineval period ($th-12th ccntury A..) miarks & rovivl and
outburst of Hindu cultural resurgence,  The tomples of Ellor, lnéh. 5
purem, Elephanta (8th century o0, nnd of Khajuraho and Bhugafeesac
{11¢h contury A.p.) aro rich in_ splendil sculpiure. The seulpture 9f the
mcdineval pericd merged into and fuceod shaped thy charactes @ it
architecture as ne can see from tho Pandya, Chols, Chalukya, Hojssla
nd Vijayanagors temples in South Indis. Tuv stroam of Indiaashuly-
ture (bronzes) howeves dries up o fur ax X -th India is concerned ‘déring
the Mughal pericd, but is transtigured into vital and extensive schools of

orial art.

Technique of Bronzes
In North and East Irdin metul images of Hindu delties wrere ccn
Tt would not be strictly

eecrated und worshipped s at the present ay.
South

et to say that the metal images of South India wre dn By
Toulian brouzo images bad o special character. They tio wars Wuive
imgen i aw mtch as they were dedicatol (o the temples by worshippers
o ey wero ‘Utanva: Vigrahas, e, they wete jmsges camied in proces-
o Tentival daya. of the deityor deitios to, tiat thote who could not
"o ‘Wl temples shcald have an_ opportunity ‘equally with ell others of
beholding the suored imago of the divinity and thus attain religious merit.
Thag the Imagen wese meant to be canied is clear ©im the fuct that they
atefoxcopt in the case of suall images, yrovided with huits ib the pedesta.
through which robs bo insested for the purpc rrying them.




Branze image of Vishnu; Kodumudi; Coimbatore District
10th century 4.0



The finest oxamples of bronzes, however, were made during the
Chola poriod in South Indis, between the 9th and the 13th century A.n.
“The majority of Bouth Tndian metal im re made of copper with a
small_admixturo of alloy and are therefore not ‘bronze’. According o
the Silpa Sastras and tradition they should be mado of pancha-loha, &
compound of & metals, (copper, wilver, gold, brass and white-load). But
in North India and partioularly in Bengal they are made of ‘ashta-d

including » small quantity of the precious metals. The process
of casting employed by tho oraftaman (sthapatis) is that known as ‘oire
pordue’, an ancient method employed by the Chinese and the Greeks.
The cire perduo’ or ‘lost-wax’ process. is 0 called from the fact that the
wax model whioh served as tho core of operation was lost or drained out
before the actual casting took place. The subject was first modelled in
wax, then conted with olay. Noxt the wax was melted out leaving &
mould behind into whioh liguid motal was poured to cast a solid image.
But if a hollow image was intended, the subject would be first modelled in
elay and then the core was coated with wax, and the wax in turn covered
This was used for casting after the wax was
With the former single method have been pro-
duced the mastorpiaces of South In

v bronzes
Nataraja

.. The main types
Vaishnavaite a

o5 of Brahmanical gods anl goddosses
and terrible, of Parvati, Sridoi, Vishn

s and royal donors. In representations of
Parvati) or Somaskanda (Siva, Skanda and Parvati)

piecen is Siva as Nataraja i
dissolution interms of dance and rhythm. Encircled within a halo of
the god sounds the damaru with one hand, bears the con-
ming fire in tho other, and the two other hands are held in the pose of
protection (abhaya) and energising (kriya). ~His right foot tramples upon
tho domon of ignoranca and tho loft leg swings in the air in token of rhy-
thm. The Nataraja image is the greatest creation of Indian art, a pe
foot visual image of Becoming, an adequate complement and contrast to
the Buddha typo of puro Being. The movement of the dancing figure is
20 balanced that while it filla all space it seems never the loss to be at rest.

Though Buddhist metal images from Amaravati, Buddha-pada in

Guntur and the famous Sultanganj Buddha image of Gupta times (now in
Bigmingham) show that bollow casting on a core of earth was employed at
an_early period, & largo namber of South Indian bronzes waro cast solid,
the pedestals (padmasana) alons being cast hollow. The images were

* probably cast in ono piese. ~After being cast, the whole work, including




Kalyanasundara, Rronze, Later Pallava period, 8t century A.p.
Vadakkalathur, District, T




details of decoration, in relief or incised, was finished with the hammer
and chisol or other graving tool. With what skill this delicate work was
socomplished will bo appreciated from the ohiasing of the back of Nataraja
images of Soubh India. The art continued to flourish during the period of
the Vi ara Kings (14th to 16th century) aud even later, buc in
heavy -nd Dvnval)hnnlhwl form only.

3

Jaina Bronzes
South Indisn Jaina and Buddhist bronzes are uot many. a
bronzos, somo of the 10th and 11th century A.n. and the rest of later
periods reprosenting 24 Tirthankaras, their Sasana-devatas and
Bahubali are known from Kanara, Chingleput, Bellary
and North and
known from Pal
West Bengal, (Tth-11th Contury +.p.) most of mem
representing Rishabhadova, the first Tirthas
(9th-11th century A.p.). An insoribed »mm mng- of Mahasira um.
century A.p.) from Nahar collection, of the class popular
in South Kanara and boing inseribed Iu-l;u dutbi: bt images.

Nagapattinam Bronzes

Buddhist. bronzes, though rare in South Indis, ocensionally
found mostly in Tanjore District, dating from 1th to 15th century
A From Nagapattinam, since 1836, about 380 Buddhist bronzes of

the Mahayana, some inscribed, were wosrared fram Vikersitie el
by tho Sailendras of Sumatra in tho time of the Chola Kings Rajaraja [
Rajondra Chola T; somo of these bronzes belong to early Chola
(371-1070 A.0.) and & largo numbor of the rest to the later Chola
period (10701250 A.0.)

Other Buddhist Bronzes

Other important centres for bronze images in North and East
India aro Paharpur or ancient Somapura monastery found by Devapala
with imagos of tho throo faiths ropresented (10-11th century A.p.),
Rallgpur, Bongal, with Vishnu images in the style of Nalanda, Pathar-
(Vikramasila monastery founded by Dharmapala) in Bihar with
nuaahm and Brahmanical images (10-13th centuries A.0.), Rajshahi,
Enst Bongal, and Nepal and Tibot where from the middle ages onwards
ult of tho play of Tantrism, images of Brab-
equal numbers

to recont timos, a5 & ros
manical and Buddhist Tantrio pantheons occurred

side by side.
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“The great Sembiyan Mahadevi, wife and mother
of Chola Kings Is perhaps the greatest woman patron
of fine buildings the world has. ever seen” by
J. C. Harle London Times Dt. 24 Jaru. 1975,
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