





PANDYA ARIKESART AND
DATES OF SATVITE AND VAISHNAVITE SAINTS
Dr. R. NAGASWAMY, M. A, P

nportant Pandya lithic record, perhiaps the earliest to huve
1 50 far in the city of Madurai, was hrought to light from the
faigai river in 1961, This is now proserved in the Madurai
sum. Tt has been editod by Sri K. G. Krishnan, Superintend-
phist. Government of India, in Epigraphia Tndica, Vol.
t. 1 In his artiole! Sri Krishnan, draws our attention to
{: of interest and assigns this epigraph to one of the early
s Candan who ruled in the first half of the 7th Century a.b.

| occasion to examine this epigraph recently and prepare an
Sri Krishnan's roading needs revision at some places wh"
r... this paper. The main amendment to Krishnan's ree 730
o name of the king in line 8 of the epigraph. Krishnan J0 - 768
marraimpadu (3arélspsss wpempbug) The word ate
been read has marrai i. e. ‘and’, consequently it is taken to
ho 50th regnal year of Koo Cendan. The ruler is identified
1, the son and successor of Maravarman Avanis

rovised reading according to me would be “Koe Céndan Maran-
vhich means the 50th regnal year of Céndan Maran (Cendan’s
" The epigraph, is therefore dated in the reign of Maran, son
nd not in the reign of Candan himself.
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% 1 give the revised reading for the following
letter is long ma and not short ma. Krishnan himself
presence of the lung @ sign, added to the letter ma. and says

note that this may be ignored. The form must be

present and is to be read ma. The second lettor in the word

pure consonant 7. But as pure consonants are marked with d

in this epigraph and no dot is present in this letter, it s to be

with the medial a. The third lotter is nai and not rai. The

& slightly different form as could be seon from copper plate!

the Pandyas. Thus the word will have to be read as ma ra

The revised reading of this line is Koc Céndan Mara

(Bx1d Bsphoew wrplesibug)

The first part of the epigraph lists the exploits of the
raign the record was issued.  OF the oxploits of the king, th
ve special notice. The king is said to have establi
ras, and_performed mahadanas like hiranyagarbha, tuld
nsra. Ho is also said to have ostablished Mangala
agara Sri Krishnan has taken these exploits as those
But according to the revised roading the epithets are that of M

From Copper plates! of the Pandyas, like the Velvil
smaller Sinnamanur plates wo find that Candan’s son was & great
performed many and tulblara

formances of hiranyagarbha and tuladbhira wre invariably att
Maran in all the coppor plates and not to Candan. This revis
confirms the information gleaned from copper plates.

Maran, the son of Condan had many significant title:
Arixesari.2 The epigraph under disoussion, refors to a ma
constructed in the Vaigai river, which was named Arikesari, af
his oun titles. This is & further confirmation that the ruler wa

From the above it is evident, that the rulor is identioal
kesari, Parankusa, MGravarman, the son of Céndan The ¥
vigraph makes it clear that Maravarman ruled for fifty yow
to be placed betweon  650-700 Three powerful p
lungon, Maravarman Avanisalamani and Cendan, have o

yan Ranadhiran, Maravarman

Pandya Copper Plates. Madras.
Nilakanta, f“m' The Pandyan Kingdom. pp.



condod the throne in suceassion, aftar Arikesari
olp of Kali ora mentionod in Varaguna's epigraph it |
W that ho acoonded the throne in 748 ap.1
a and Maravarman Rijasimha ruled for about 65 years after
Thus Arikosari’s rule is to be placed betweon 630700 4.p.

PANDYAN EMPIRE
GENEALOGICAL SCHEME

}h., Kings K. A. Nilakanta Sastri Now being
in his S. Indian History Revised
\ 590620 A.D. 560 —590
an Avanisulamani 620645 590—620
645—670 620650
i Parankusa Maravarman 670700 650700
yan Ranadhiran 700730 700730
ian Rajasimhan 730768 730 - 768
| Nedunjadaiyan -
an 1) 768~ 815 768 815
Srivallabha 815862 815-862"8"
1 862 862

Jis bringa us o an important faotor. Siruttondar the snint whom
bandsr met at Thiruohangattanku jod with the
lor of Mamalla Narasimha (630-608) in his Vatapi wars. Jusna.
ar should have lived between 640 and 655 A.b. The Pane a
ym Sambandar converted from Jainism to Saiva fuith wat
(edumiran alvo known as Kiin Pandya. Traditionsl literatureX
o bim a groat victory at Nelveli and this earned him the ti
enra Nedumdaran i. o. Nedumira the vietor of Nelveli. Tt °
hat the monarch who was ruling at the time of Sambandar's vis
rai was nono other than Maran, the son of Cangan, of the Vaig
raph

vas
have pointed out elsewhere, that this Nedumacan is identic U.
hero of the Tamil liverary work Pandikkovail which # o

tes all these exploits. His titles as Arikesari Parinkusa, "?'0

K. A, Nilakanta Sastrl, A History of South Incla 1966, pp. 19, AWDAR:
Poriya Puranam by Sekkilar. Ninra Sir Nedumaran Purenam given: to
R Nagaswamy: ‘Pandya Arikesari and Pandikkovai’, K. A.4stain this
Sastr Felicitation Volume pp. 108-111 . i
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Nedumira, his conquest of Nelveli; and the performance of hira
and tulabhara aro Py . Thus the authol
Vaigai-bed epigraph is identical with the hero of the Tas
Pandikkovai.

This epigraph montions that Condan Maran established

pura as a nagara. On this Sri Krishnan has made two su
1) The Mangalapura establishod by this ruler should be in Pand:
tory and is likely to bo Mangalam near Sattur. This suggestion
finally settlod after tho present village is examinod for its antiq
2) Sri Krishnan idontifies this Mangalapura with Mangalapura, o
by Koceadaiyan Ranadhira, the son and sucoassor of Arikesari.

The Velvikkudi grant states that Kocoadaiyan Ranadhira
gof Arikesari Maravarman attacked the Maharathas at Mangalag
Iwon a decissive victory. This Mangalapura has been identif
Mangalore in the west const by Profossor K. A. Neelakanta
IDr. K. V. Ramosh in his recont baok on History of South Kan
Ipoited out, th
were aided b;

Alupas whaswere holding sway over Mangalore g
the Chalukyan forces faced this invasion at Manga

“*invade Mangalore in the west coast, but were defending t|
.y of Mangalapura near Sattur against the invasion of the
forces in 674 A.n. The identity of Mangalapura, captured by R
with Mangalapura established by Condan Maran is not accoptable
following reasons. The Chalukyas never penetrated so far south a
saluk of Ramnad District and to say that the Pandya, waged a
sttur Taluk against the Chalukya and boasted of its victory is nol

On the other hand Krishnasis of the opinion that the T’n]

ol The batile of Mangalapura in which Ranadhira dyxnnmm”
«wlf. is identified with the invasion of Chal

v Krishnan.  Wo have shown that the Vai
*Céndan Maran, who ruled f

50 3

ars. His rule should have e
to 700 4D, Even if we allow some period of joint rulo, Ran
aquest of Mangalpura cannot be placed before 700 A.D.
ityw's expedition, being docidedly a quarter of a century ear
“hing to do with Ranadhira's conquost

In view of the fact that the Alupas of west const ruling

alore. claimed Pandya lineage, it is evident that Rnnudhh4
rolated to the capture of Mangalore, which left a perman
rubng dynasty there. '1

@ Pandyan Kingdom.



Salva Saints .

bis brings us to an important field of enquiry, nlu-ly the date
f the Alvars and Nayanmars. Beforo proceeding to examine
fon in the light of new findings, it is necessary to notice a recent
this subject. Sri K. R. Srinivasan and following him K. R. Ven-
Llym‘ in their lattest publication, ‘Dévi Kamakshi in Kanchi',

ussed the dates of Appar and Sambandar in detail. In this work
ate of birth is taken as 605 A.n. and is not considered & contem-
Mahendravarman. Sambandar's date of birth is assigned to the
th Century, that is about 700 A.n

careful study of the above work shows that the views of the
thors ara self contradictory and untenabls. The following are

) No mention is made of ‘Crichirappalli insoription of Mahendra-
which is an important source for dating the Saivite saint Appar.

) It in stated that Tilskavatiyar the sister of Appar wa
hed to Kaliyanr (p. 65). This is wrong. Kaliyanar was s different
o lived in Thirvorriyur and was an oil merchant. Tilakavatiyir
hrothed to Kalippagaiyar

) Tt is stated that Kaliyanar was ordered to the front to fight
the invading northerners the Chalukyas. There is no evidence to
at the northerners mentioned in Poriyapuranam, were Chalukyas
uld be anybody. The dutes assigned to the Nayanars are sololy

n this aseumption

) Threo diffrent dates aro given to Appar in the same book
66, his date of birth s given as 665 A .; in page 70, the beginn.
ppar’s period is given as 680 A.D. and again in page 74, it is
650 A.D.

) Regrding the ago of Sambandar it has boen said that he was
the close of 7th Century, about the time when N ba 11,
ed the Pallava throne (700-728) and lived upto the middle of
arman Pallavamalla’s reign. If Sambandar was born in C. 700
o would havo died in 716 A.p. in the reign of Rajasimha himself.
iddlo of Nandi's reign would be 765 o-n., which would mean Samban-
od for more than 65 yoars. Unless such a long life is given to
ndar, for which thero is no evidence, it is difficult to sustain th




6) lthas been stated that when Appar met
Sickali, 300n after Iater’s upanayana, ho was suffciently ad
Acoording to the same book, Appar's dato of birth is 665
Sambandar is (. 700 .p. Sambandar’s upanayanam was then
i his %th yoar, in 708 oD, [n that year Appar would be about
of age which is certainly not an old age.

7)1t has been stated that Sambandar converted the Py
Nedumaran to Saivism, and he is identified with Maravarman R{

the father of Nedunjada ‘This synchronism is also not possi
ding to the a i
a0, According to him, Sambandar was born in 700 A. p. If Sa
lived for only 16 years ho could not have converted the ruler w
to the throne in 750 .1,

The inconsistuncies have cropped up because the contemy
Sambandar is taken to be Maravarman Rajusimha. [n the light
new insoription of Cendan Maran, the views expressed by K. R. §
needs revision

The Periyapurana of Sekkilar and the Gnmplnmptl’i
Purauas, which take one or two episodes from the life of the
weave bewutiful myths around them. We must therefore be o
utilising them for reconstructing history. Episodes corrobor
epigraphical or archaeological source alone should be taken into.
and the rest loft ont to the realm of religious faith

Date of Appar

Ous episode that nses oxamination is the sonversion af b
vontemporary of Appar, from Jainism to Saivism. Te must be seen
thers is any evidence to support this. All scholars assign Appar
7th Century, thungh some would asaign him to the first balf of 1
tury, and others to the second half. Muhendra T, Narasimha I, 3
L, Paramesvara |, and probably Rajasimha were the Pallava I
the 7th Century A.n. We do have an epigraphical reference to 60
of s Pallava in 7th Contury .1, and vhis ooours in the Mahendra
ption at Tiruchirappalli in which Mahsndra states that he change
Suiva faith from some other faith. No other Pallava of 7th
n convert. Thus the tradition is corroborated by epigraphioal
and should thus be considered an indisputable evidence test
contemporaneity of Appar with Mahsndra I Recent disco;
shown that Mahendra ruled for 40 years (700.630). So Appa
wssigned to Circa 550.660 A.p.11 k




par and Jninasamhandar were contemporaries according to all
JInanasambandar is said to have converted the Pandya ruler
Nedumaran to Saivism from Jaina faith. Literature refors to

the viotor of Nelveli. From the Velvikkudi & Sinnamanur
ates we do got a Pandya Maran in 7th Century who is praised
iotory at Nelvali

me scholars identify him with Maran, the son of Ceéndan while
ntify him with Maravarman Rajasimha I, the son of Ranadhira.

is therefore nocessary to disouss this problem in detail. Schola
. 8. Ayyar, T. V. Sadasivapandarathar and M. Raghava Iyengar
n the titles Arikosari and Parankusa to Rajasimha [, without
ence as  result of which some scholars like K. R. Venkatrama
K. R. Srinivasan try to hold that Jnanasambandar was a contem-
f Pandys Rajasimha I Noneof the copper plates of the Pandya
titlus Arikesari or Parankusa to Rajasimha, On the contrary
rulor Maran, son of Céndun is given these titles. Some schola:
en the conquest of Nelveli to Rajasimha I, but there is absolu-
vidence for this. As far as copper plates and literature ate con-
o conquest of Nelveli is asoribed only to Maravarman, son of
We list below the exploits of the Pandya rulers as given
r plates

he Vaigai bed insoription proves that Cendan Maran ruled for
and is 10 be assigned to ciroa 080-700 A.n. He was the
umaran, the victor of Nelveli, who was a contemporary of
ﬁ..r Sumbandar's date then would be cirea, 040-656 This
ows that Siruttondar was 4 commander under Pallava

ha 1 and participated in his Vatapi conquest
Periyalvar
mong the Vaishnavite Alvirs, Poriyalvar refers in his verse

yn Ko-Neduméran

Gandren i@ aniBod Qard GpPuwn veb
Gt ouip Ganee
Do orous Qe nGib
Qe Powrdpes Serdudu
riyalvir was o contemporary of Nedumiran s thus estabil
Prof. K. A. Nilakanta Saatri says that “all that wo oan infer is
this Nedumaran is the samo as the contemporary of Jnana-
dar, this Alvar may also be assigned to their age and likewise




his danghter Andil. [t seoms more likely that the
Stimdra Srivallabha”. Srimira Srivallabha signed to Qi
According to Guruparampara, Periyalvir was a conte
Srivallabha and this probably influenced the learned Professor
the later date.

. A, Gopinatha Rao in his ‘History of tho Sti Vaishna
suggonted tht Poriyalvar was a contemporary of ﬁ,immi
identical with of in
Mr. Rao’s conclusion is based on the identity of tho nama §
said to be a sontemporary of Periyalvir according to Hu[mrnmpj

M. Raghava Iyengar in his ‘Age of the Xlvars' diffe
(opinatha Ruo and held that the contemporary of Poriyalvar w
varman Rajasimhn fathor of Parantaka Nedunjndaiyan, P
Nedunjadaiyan was a Parama Vaishnava, who erected o Vishnu 4
Kanchivay Perir. Raghava Iyengar held that Parantaka dg
Vishnubhakti from his father Maravarman Rajasimha and
simha should have been convertad to Vaishnavism by Periyilvar

While discussing the date of Periyalvar two points des
carefully noted. (1) The saint himself refers to a Pandya Ko-N
s his contemporary.  (2) The (

ruparampara refers to a Pi
vallabha us his contemporary.  Wa must look for a Pandya
both these titls.  Sri Mara. the sou of Parantaka Nedunjs
oalled in the Iargor Sinnamanur  aud

aypuram copper
Stivallabha. Srivallabha seams o have been his fabishecon
whether he had the title Kn-Nedumara was not proved o f8
apigraph.

An epigraph coming from Erukkangudi, Sattur taluky
District, published recently throws valuable light on the prol
refors 40 Pandya Srivallabha who conquered the places from K
Coylon. The point of interest in this epigraph is that this §
is wlso called Ko-Nedumis

“ AbsoBOmuuies s5BIIBbat wiflh oS el
QauaBpd urengui uwt 5 fhs whpet gigewin e
Bpreud wel sTdEs EmTt ad Pismd wer aers o
abrgorit  ys  Onean® Qe Palari uw  HATSE |
GsrQpBuorpeir @ posl sGard APamemaid,” 44 S XIV.

Avcording to Sinnamanur and  Dalavaypuram  plates
Srivallablia, the won of Parntaka Varaguna T, won significant
at Kunnor, Vilinjam, Kumbakonam und Ceylon.  The B



is evidently that of Srimara Srivallabha. the son of Parantaks
, and that he had also the title Ko-Nedumaran.

here can hardly bo any doubt that Periyalvir was a contem-
i this Ko-Nedumiran Srivallabha and should have florished in
Century AD.  On the other hand no epigraph has so far besn
hich gives either the title Srivallabha or Ko-Nedumaran to
ha, whom Raghava Iyencar holds as the contemporary of
ar. We therefore agree with T. A, Gopinatha Rao and
. Sastri, that the contemporary of Periy
ha and that the Vaishna
dal, the daughter of Per
riod.

Ivir was Srimara
to Swint florished in the th century
alvar should also be wwsigned to the

Thirumangai

cholars have discussed the problem of the date of Thirumangai
n dotail and have arrived at a satisfactory date. The date of
var can be fixed with certain amount of acouracy as he refors to
emporary Pallava ruler Nandi. Thirumangsi lists his conguests
ro corroborated by copper plates.

hirumangai sings the battle of Mannai where Pallavamalla is said
defeated the Pandya. This is also corroborated by another
plate. In the Udayendram Plates, Nandi's general Udaya
s praised for his victory over the Pandyasens at Mannaikkudi-
( gme Pindyastnam jilavin.) Uday plate
ed in the 21st regnal year of Nandi (752). The Pandya ruler,
osed Nandi was Miravarman Rajasimba.

Phirumangai also refers to the battle of Karuvur in which the

is said to have won

gL tneh oot 60 ow von
il 1010 Bébih wy gyt Povcrey
i o1u Gouek e emilp o
wrGindwir oo oo 70 g4 B

. vidence has come to light rogarding the bttle of Karuvur which
@ yot, received due attention. The Dalavaypuram plates mention
frantaka Varaguna, defeated the Pallavi av Karuvur. srcedss

sndawiin  solpmpbs smiwi Ganse This indirect

ftion from another wuren Sivaramangalam plates, refars (o
Rkn's fight with Atiya, at Pugaliyue and Ayirae on the noruhern
the river Kaveri, These places aro  situated near Karur, The




w

swme ohiarters also state. that Varaguna defeated the
lmln who came to help the Atiya. Evidently the battle of
was followed upto Karur where an indescive battle was fo
the Pallava and the Pandya olaim victory at Karuvur. Whal
result of the war may be, one thing is cortain, that Thiramangai
this battle, waa a vontemporary of Nandivarman Pallava
Parantaka Nedunjadaiyan.

Thus Thirumangai was a contemporary of two Pandyh
Rajasimha I and Nedunjadaiyan. On the Pallava side, ho was a)
porary of Nandi Varman Pallavamalls. (731-796).

1t must be mentioned that this Vaishnava X lvir, sings inl*
verse, Vairamagha who is generally identified with Dantivarma
who ruled in the first half of 0th Century An. Thirumangai
taken to bo & contemporary of Danti as well. But we have sho
whero that the title Vairamsgha was a titlo of Nandivarmnn hi
such we may assign Thi to the reign of
Thiramangai’s date may be taken as 730.800 A.p.

Date of Nammilvir

Almost, to the same period must be assigned Nammalvar,
wg)Var sings Varagunamangai, and Srivaramangalam, both pla
blished by Parantaka Nedunjadaivan. Madhurakavi is said to be &
of Nammalvar, A Madhura Kavi ocours as a minister of Pari
during the early years of his reign, as seen from the Anamalai
Madhura Kavi was dead st the time of Anamalai insoription.
Nammilvar's end could he placed about 780 o.b.  His date of birl
be ciren 700 A.v. Namm@lvr had two other names which are sig
He was called Parankusa and Maran. In all probability the nam
Kusn and Maran were dorived after Arikesari Parankusa Marava
the Vaigai bed-epigraph.  Vaishnavite tradition makes Thi
and Nammalvar contemporaries. Our studies also seem to poi
same direction. While the Guruparampars, makes Poriyalvss
contemporary of Thirumangai and Nammalvar, our studies sh
Periyalvar lived in the 9th century x.n

The Vaigai bed inscription of Cendan Maran has opened
avenues of enquiry relating to the chronology of the early Pai
the history of Saivism and Vaishnavism in South Tndin.

As & rosult of the above study the following are our co

1) The Vaigai bed mlurlphcn

that of Cendan Maran who
for 80 years (650-700 A




u y
s the hero of the Tamil work Pandikkovai.
logy of the early Pandyas could be satistactorily settled and
eginning i to be placed about 560 A.D.
ity of Mangalapura established by Arikesari was located in the
ra country.

Mangalapura where his son defeated the Maharatas is identical
ngalore.
was a contemporary of Mahandra, Mamalla and the Pandys
sari.

r's date would be circa 580-660 A.D.

sambandar was a contemporary of Mamalla 1, and Pandya Arikesar:
maran.

ndar's date would be 640-656 A.D.

mangai was a contemporary of Rajasimha and Nedunjadaiyan of the
yas and Nandivarman Pallavamalla and may be assigned between
and 800,

alvar's date would be about 700 to 780 A.D.

alvar was a contemporary of Sri Mara Srivallabha and his date
d be Circa 800-885.

1is to be assigned to the 2nd half of 9th Century

Vaigat bed inscription {s an important landmark in the history of
Inedu
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDINGS AT KUDAVASAL

M. Balasubramaniam 5. se.

Kudavasal (Thanjavoor Dist.) has boen called “Kupavavit
oTrAM " in Sangam literature. The posms in  Agananooru, Narri
., Tofor to a safoguarded treasury and a prison in Kudavayil.
soriptions of Brahadisvara temple of Tanjore mentions the
ssembly of Kudavayil. The 0th century inscription of the J
yaple at Tiruccharanathumalai (Kanyakumari Dist.) makes mention
{ the Jain pilgrims of Kudavayil. The Saiva Swints Thira-foana-
ambandar and Arunagirinathar in their Kndavayil Pathigams mention
riefly about Kndavayil. A Madakkoil (wreé Gmradd) wan built by the
arly Chola Kochenganan in this village '

Kudavasal is  alo  surronnded by  villages of  historio
nportance. The places are (1) Thalaiyalamkanam of Sangam fame (2)
ipanendi (birth place of the author of Kali i
) Jayasingakulakalapuram  mow  ocalled  as  Sengalipuram.

) Vandalancheri a place of Karunakara Tondaiman, General of
Culothunga. (5) Avanam (ancient registration office).

An inseription describes that Kudavayil was situated at the Cerriir
firram in Kshatriva Sikamani Valangdu.

My froquent visits during the rainy season proved to be useful
T found on the errosive bed of the land at Kottaram some valuable
tiquities, Kottaram is a dilapilated place, two km. east of Kudavayil
wn.

My offorts wera rewarded with the findings of a precious & beautiful
1d ooin, more than ten copper coins, a piece of conch-shell bangle.

ottery picces and a stane image of Jyeshtn

The copper coins carry 4 rude human figure standing on the obverse
1 sontad on the ravarss, These copper coina are in thras different sizes.
A among one tiny coin, minnto Tamil letters are found embossed on the

verse,

The gold cofn has o standing human figura on the obveie (as in
0 % Caylon type™ coin of Rajn Raja 1) and on the reverse, & conch
re on the top & three Nagari letters below. The Direetor



assigns this

40 11th Century A.0. and reads the lotters as “uraka’.

" In < Avanam” a nearby villaga of Kottaram, I found a large
‘beautiful lingam and Nandi but not looked after by the rural peopls.
Very near to that place an insoription with * thiri sula " emblem on- the
top was noted by me. Tt rolates to tha gift of lands to the templo of -
Kailasanathar of Avanam. In 1960 in the same place about 10 Bronze
images were found by the villagers. All these are now in the Madras
Museum.

Tn the same place [ found & square coin. which was oloaned by
the Tamil Nadu Arohaeological Dept.  This turnnd aut to he an important
coin.  On he obverse is a standing tiger with an upraisod paw and the
tail raised and ourved at the back. The reversa is corroded.

Dr. Nagaswami is of tho view that it may date from 2-4th century.
AD. and considers this as a Chola ooin of the Sangam age.
Dr. K. V. Raman, Professor of Archaeology who also examined the coin,
agreos with the view, and told me it is similer to the square coins
found in Kaveripattinam, during excavation. P

Kudavayil (Kudavayil kottam) agd Avanam should have been vecy ‘
important centres under tho Cholas
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