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COMPUTATIONAL ANALYSIS OF
TAMIL INSCRIPTIONS

Nonoru Karasnmia
Assoclate Professor of South Asian History, Unty

sity of Tokyo

The importance of the computer in modern science and technology
is undeniable. Bven in the field of social sciences and the humanities, the
advantage of tho use of tho computer has already been understood. For
example, soholars have boen using the computer in the attempt to deci-
pher the Indus Valley script. T have myself been using it to better under-
stand the socio-economic history of South Indis. The use of the compu-
tor in the social scionces and the humanities is mainly for statistical
analysis. My use of the computer has been to analyse statist
data obtained from the Tamil inscriptions of tho Chola period which are
large in number.

Now, the importance of the insoriptions asa source material for
the study of Indian history is well understood by the people. I was glad
to rond in the newspapers that the Tamilnadu State Dopartment of
as given insbructions to tomple authoritios for the protec-
ptions from the application of lime-wash, oil, etc., over the

inseriptional surface.

In the first stago of inscriptional study, which started during the
lagt century, primary importance was given to the date portion of inserip-
tions. In the second stage, attention was fooussed mainly on the Pra.
on the eulogy of the king. Through thoso studies, scholars recons
tructed the outline of history. Then, in tho third stage, soholars became
awaro of tho importance of inseriptions as sourco material for the study
of wocio-economio conditions of the past. For example, Professors
Krishnaswami Iyengar and K. A, Neelakanta Sastri started such study
and this trond of study continues today.

However, the socio-cconomio studies that have been carried out
utilising insoriptions are quite unsatisfactory for the simplo reason that
their modo of uso of insoriptions is quite arbitrary. Ono scholar picks out
from numerous insoriptions a fow inscriptions which aro favourable to his
view-point, while another, taking a different stand-point, selects insori
tions favourablo to his own view. The argument remains essentially




arbitrary and in mny oases we do ot know which is true or noarer the
truth.

What then is nocessary is the applioation of statistical methods
and that is the mothod T have beon using for the analysis of Chola insorip-
Yions for these soveral yoars. I will give you two_examples of my study.
One is the study carried out several years ago in Mysore in_collaboration
with Mr. B. Sitaraman, & Doputy Suporintending Arohacologist, Archaco-
logionl Survey of Indin, o study of revenue terms which appeared in the
Chola insoriptions. What we did was to colloot all tho rovenue terma from
the published Chola insoriptions and analyso them statistically. We
collooted more than 300 revenue terms; we then oxamined the chronologi
cal and topographical distribution of the terma whoso appoarance is
froquent, By that method, we wero able to find the specific distribution
putterns for some terms. Sevon terms appeated throughout the Chola
timos and throughout the country. But the remaining 20 terms appeared
only for o limited locality. Tho seven terms whioh appeared for all the
poriods and looalities must huve had basio importance for Chola rovenuo
policy. The 20 terms which appoared only for somo limited period or
locality do not seem to have had the same importance. However, they
soom t0 refloct some political events or economio conditions specific to the
poriod ot locality. In that way, by the application of atatistioal methods
we were able to move towards evolving scientific guidelines for the study
of Chola revenue administration.

Another work employing the statistioal mothod is in progress in
Tokyo, with Mr. Y. Subbarayulu, Lecturer in Ancient History, Madurai
University, an my collaborator. This is a_statistical study of names in
Tamil insoriptions. Our work is to collect all the names and designations
from the published Chola insoriptions and to analyse them statistically;
and also to compile a ¢ of those names and d tions. This
project, organised by mo at the National Inter-university I
tute of Asian and African Languages and Culturos in Tokyo, is big one
and lnst year we spent approximately 6,000 dollars on Mr. Subbara-
yulw's work in Tokyo for two years was made possible by the grant of the
Japan Soviety for the Promotion of science. My present. trip to India has
boen mado possiblo by & grant of the Mitsubishi Foundation. Thus in
Japan, both the Government and a private fund are subsidising this Tamil
study project.
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Th compilation of a concordanco using the computer is now in
ita final stage and wo hope to publish it by the end of 1977. Wo listed
9,950 names collected from 8,600 inscriptions and more than 30,000
computer data. oards have beon propared. This is the index portion of
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the names, arrangod in Tamil alphabetical order, and this is the basio data
portion of the concordance.

For the statistical analysis of the names and designations also, we
aro going to use the computer. Wo have already mado u preliminary
analysis, using holo-sort cards.

The purpose is to clarify the administrative and social system of
the period which is little known, owing toa lack of proper documentary.
material other tha poot that when we collect all
the designations  that iatexto=Als administration and exsmine them
statistioally, we could got some idea of the Chola administrative system.

I shall give you two examplos of the results of our preliminary.

analysis. Ono s the analysis of the torm, *Nakka'. Wo examined the

gical and the ion of the term *Nakean’

from all the inscriptions but ono (in which the term <Nakkan' ocoured

about 400 times as & part of tho names of dancing girls) and discovered

a striking distributional pattern

I i il v
Thanjavur 83 14 8 1
ruchirapalli 52 14 1 0
South Arcot 8 8 1 1
North Arcot 4 3 o 0
Chingleput. 2 0 0 0
Chittoor and Nellore o 1 0 2

The Chola period is divided into four poriods starting from 850 A.0., each

roughly covering hundred years, Tho torms appear almost oxclusively
in Cholama was the real central part of the Chola empire
and mostly in th periods I and 1L The suddon decrease of its appea-
rance in the poriods IT1 and IV must refloct some politioal event or social
change. If we consider tho fact that the word ‘Nakkan is linked by
many scholars with the Sanskrit ‘Nagna,' an_epithot of Siva, this sudden
docroase suggests tho viscissitudos of Saivaism during the Chola time.
Wo cannot offer yet a definitive interpretation. However, we have
discovered, through the applieation of statistical mothods, a fact which
was not yot noticed bofore, which desorvos to be studied.

ndalam, wh

Tho other oxamplo s tho analyss of the torme, *Madlyastha’ and
“Nagajvin o word *Madhyastha® appears in the Chola inscriptions
in most cases as meaning “‘secretary” or “registrar” of the village assem.
bly, called the Sabha or Ur. Wo proceeded on the basis that the more
vigorous tho autonomous activities of the village assembly, the more.




W might expect to como across this term. Tn this sense, wo consider
this term an indicator of the autonomous aotivity of the village assembly.
The other term, “Nddajuan’, can be interpreted as signifying the one who
rules the nadu (territorial division). If wo consider the fact that the
person who had this titlo often had other important titlos such as
*Arayan’, “Pér-arayan”, and so on, we may bo ablo to regard «Nadalvin"
a8 the local chisf or lord. If 8o, his ppearanco is inoompatiblo with the
existence, or at least with the vigorous activities, of the autonomous
village assembly.

Here is the chronological distribution pattern of these two terms
for all the districts:

T It ey w
Nadalvan 0.0 06 07 19
Madhyastha 27 23 0.6 05

What you will sce here is the clear decreasing tendency of
Madhyastha’ with the advent of time and by contrast, tho equally
clearer increasing tendancy of ‘Nadalvan’ towards the end of Chola rule.

Reading this fon  pattorn 2 the social of
these terms, we propose the following conclusion.  An important change
the agrarian ordor took place towards the end of Chols rule. Tt seems
that the village assembly lost the right of autonomy which it had enjoyed

enrlior to tho local chiefa who gained power towards the end of the period.

lay we venbure to suggest from this the emergence of a foudal
system towards the end of the Chola rule?

These aro just two examples of the results of our analys are
obtaining othor interesting typos of information. Statistioal methods
have some limitations and we must avoid a mechanical application of
statistical methods to the study of inscriptions. However, as 1 have
shown you todsy there is much useful undiscovored information that wo
oan obtain from insoriptions by the application of statistioal methods.
s 6ha Qitoover facts'ao far. unknown' or faote which. the Individusl
insoription cannot tell us. Herein lios the nocossity of statistical study
If wo consider the fuot that only one-third of the Chola [nseriptions
copied bave boon published, the importwnce of statistical study roully
comes to the fore.

When the computer has, as I said earlior, becomes indispensablo in
modern sciences and technology, why should it not, in the field of social
sciences and humanities as welll T wish to point out that inseri
study is now entering the computer go

tional




A PANDYA CHALUKYA COIN

Dr. R. Nacaswany

Thero is an interosting Pandya coin issued by one Sundara Pandya,
Tt bears on tho obverse two fish and  seaptro with the legand Sundara
Pagdya on top written in Tamil characters. On- the reverso s o figure of
a boar facing right with sun and moon shown above. Also are seen
sankha and chakra in small size on the same side.
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Two major dynasties nsed the emblom of boar, Faraha on their
flags, seals, coins ete., and they were the Wostorn Chalukyas and the Vija-
yanagar rulers. The Vijayanagar emblom will have a sword in addition to
the boar. Tt is the Wostern Chalukyas-both the early Chalukyas of
Badami and later Chalukyas of Kalyan who had the boar emblem with
sankha and chakra and also sun and moon. This royal emblom ocours
in many monuments and cappor plate seals of the Chalukyas. Obviously
the boar emblem, found on tho Pandya coin is that of the Western

ukyas.

Writing on this ooin Sir. T. Dosikachari states “The Pandyan coins
with the boar on the obvorso have always the logend Sundara on the
reverse. Thoro is no cluo whereby wo oan attribute them to any pa
lar reign. The boar emblem was probably assumed on an inter marriage
betaveen the Chalukyns and Pandyas or on a conquost of the Chalukyas by
the Pandyas”. (South Indian Coins p. 102

On paleographical grounds the coin is o bo assigned to 11th or
12th cunt. A.v. Tho Pandyas of this perid were reduced to absolute



submission by the imporial Cholas. There was no Pandya who could
achiove  victory against the mighty Chalukyas. Except Sundara Pandya
1o other Pandya ruler has issued coins bearing the boar emblem. We
have therofore to look for & Sundara Pandya of 11th or 12th century
who was atloast powerful to challenge tho authority of the Cholas and
ianuo coins in his own name and imprint the boar emblom of tho Chalukyas.
Weo have only ono Sundara Pandya in this period who rose to prominence
and shook of the Chola overrule for some timo and he was a contemporary
of Rajadhiraja I, in 11th contury 4.0,

When Rajendea Chola T, conquered tho Pandyas, ho dismissed the
enrlior tradition of giving back the conquered country to its original
rulor, but instend appointed his own son under the title of Chola-
Pandya a3 its raler. Sundara Chola Pandya was the first such ruler
appointed by Rajondra [ somo timo in 1016 A.p. Ho ruled atleast for
23 years, upto about 1040 A.p. His inscriptions are found upto that
poriod in the Southorn Tamil country. Immediately after this period wo
get a Sundara Pandya suddenly shooting to prominence.

Bofore wo take up the study of this Sundarapandya, an inscription
in Cholapuram (Kottaru) in Kanyaknmari district noods special mention.
The insoription is datod ocires 1027 A.p. in the reign of ara-Chola.
Pandya. [t records the gift of a lamp by one Chalukya ruler Vishnu:
vardhana Vijayaditta Vikkiyannan. Prof. K. A Nilakanta Sastri has
taken him to bo an Eastern Chalukya Prince (Cholas P, 204). Thoro is
nothing in the insoription to suggest that he was an Bastern Chalukya
Prince. The -

cription records,

oi8mp@r Bomfasrepmunise aien Surmrioy o
i gger wanTonggT seiD o Diser ol hPusmrs
naids O baredarie

(serolun@is s@Bac Gusr Opro® 1. 1068/265; T

. A. 8. VI-8)

The insoription records the name s Sarvalokasraya Vis
Maharja also known as Chalukya \'Uuyﬁ\:\:;j: \lf,;kﬁ,:““:l‘l ”",;K:”f"""‘:
Vijayaditta, Vishnuvardhana and Vikkiyanna oceur for the w’“"’“
Ohalukyas of this period. The sous of Somesvara I, who fought m‘;::
Rajadhiraja Chola wore Vijayaditta and Vikki. In all pm;nh'\nf“l/lg
Sarvalokasraya Vishnuvardhana of the Cholapuram record e
Chalukya Prince. vd was a Western

After the defeat of Chalukya Jayasimha at the hand of Rajondra T
in Musangi (about 1020 A.D.) there was comparative peace between the
Chalukyas and Cholas till 1042 when Somesvara-I asoended the throne.



This is the period when we get tho inscription of Chalukki Vishnuvar-
dhana in Kanyakumari distriot, the traditional torritory of the Pandyas.
Tho prosenso of the Chalukya as a friend in the Pandya region is thus
significant with reference to our coin.

Tn 1046 wo find a torrific battle fought by Rajadhiraja T against
throo Pandya rulers in this region. They wero Manabharana, Sundara-
pandya and Vira Pandya. The first and the last were beheaded by
Rajadhirajs but Sundrapandya esoaped to Mullaiyur. Nilakanta
Sastri has rightly suggosted that Sundara Pandya was the Chiof
rulor at that time.

In all probability, the Chalukya Prince Vishnuvardhana Vijayad-
itta, who was living in the Pandya country during that period, stab-
lished soma relationship with Sundara living in obscurity. The Chalukya-
Pandya alliance led Sundara Pandya to rise in rovolt against tha Cholas
as soon as Chalukya Somesvara asconded the throne in 10431044,
Sundara Pandya should have issued this coin to mark his alliance with
the Chalukyns. The coin bearing the name Sundara Pandya and fish
emblem on one side and tho Chalukyan boar on the other may there
fore bo taken as issued in circa 1045 A.D. Thus the coin throws intoro-
sting light on Chalukya-Pandya relationship in 11th century AD.
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THIRUKKADAIMUDI

@. C. PATTABHIRAM, n.a.

There is o tomple by namo Thirukkadwimudi which has been
imuortalised by Sambandar in Thevaram hymns. Now the Siva templo
in Kilayur w Mayuram in Kaveripstnam— Grand snaiout
voud which us Karikala Chola highway, is considered as
Thirukkadaimudi by some. This is surrounded by Thevara stalams of
Vilanagar, Sombanarkoil and Punjai Kadaram Kondan (Thirunanipally).
It is on the northern bank of tho Kaveri and the river is a little
distant from tho temple. This tomplo is unimpressive with no sculptures
and architectural beanty and there are no bronzes. Major portion of the
temple has been renovated during the Nayaks and Marathas.

Now it is doubted whether this is the temple reforred to by
Sambandar as Thirukkndaimudi. Sri M. Raghava Iyangar has doubted it
and writes that there is no evidence to show that this templo at Kilayur
i8 roforred to by Swmbandar in Thovaram hymns oxcepting traditional
belief of the later times. There are no positive evidencos to prove the
samo. In the Thevaram songs the words ‘wersat smigGu’ ocour
often and they are misintorpreted as Kadaimudi near Vilanagar.

On the other hand a mile north of Koviladi near the Grand anaicut
in ‘Ciruchi at Thiruchinnampundy village on the Southern bank of Kollidam
wo have the temple of Sadaiyar which is a typical oarly Chola temple. The
templo is in the midst of wot lands and the road lsading to the temple
from Koviladi is in a very bad state. Wo have to cross the wet lands o
rench the templo and recontly tho State archacological dopartment have
taken charge of the temple and havo restored the same. Many of the

Many of the historians load by Sri M. Raghava Tyangar feol that this is
the templo referred to by Sambandar as Thirukkadaimudi and their argu-
ments are convincing as they aro based on opigraphical and literary.
evidences, When I firat had been to this place beforo the departuent
of archacology took charge of it, it was surrounded by thorny shurbs and
it was very diffioult to go near the temple to appreciate the artistio
beauty of its soulptures and architecturo and read its insoriptions. Even
in its dilapidated condition it looked atiractive like all other artistio
carly Chola temples.



The oxistence of this templo even in the Pallava days is attested
by the presence of tho insoriptions of Nandivarman III and Vijaya
Nripatungs Varman. Ono of them refors to o gift by Adigal Kandan

i, Queen of Nandi TIL These insoriptions reveal to us
that tho templa was important oven in the daya of Pallava rulers as it has
attracted bho attention of oven the pious Pallava Quoan. Theso insorip-
tions refer o the dioty a8 Thirukkadaimudi Mahadevar and tho opithot,
‘Thira’ is always used to tho tomples which have been immortalised

in Thevaram hymns of Samayacharyas.

There ate large number of inscriptions of Parantaka I (Madurai
Konda Parakesarivarman) on the walls of the tomple ranging from his
14¢h yoar to his 37th year. In that of the 17th year, ono Gunavan Sara-
tongi, » mombor of tho retinuo (Parivaram) of Nampirattiyar Arulmoli
Nangaiyar, a daughter of Paluvettarayar and tho Queen of Parantaka I
makes a gift to the temple. According to some inscriptions important
chiofs like Viranarayana Muvendan (The chief should have received the
title Vira Narayana from tho king himself) and Vimalankusan an inhabi-
tant of Salagramam in the Pandya country have also mado endowments
as per the inscriptions of Parantaka [, Thus wa find that this temple has
not only attracted the attention of important ohief of Choludesa from the
beginning but also the citizens of the neighbouring Pundya country. Por-
haps ita popularity is due to the fact that Sadaiyar was worshipped by
Sambandar.

Sambandar in his Thevaram says

Qe Bap awadiis Guin sy jordfi

Qsen poni_ seni_apiy & Foverig orus
and if we stand in the temple facing Kollidam and sing this hymn we can
easily undorstand tho meaning of its words. As it is very noar tho
river whenever the river was flooded, the templo also bocomes flooded.
This has happened many a timo. In thoso days Kollidum
the Kaveri. In Periapuranam Sekkilar writes:

was also called

4 LGRS SfsBoTD Bodstoni umiilssD wrep e
@se wepluii seden ajgepls yeaeak

upBer 0o HOPUTS sen_apquni LSdLDupb L gy
1035 aueTuf bt e keI gien e it wenl e wtut
and from this stanza we find that after worshipping i
; shipping in the t
Thirukanur, and Anbil Alandurai, Ssmbandar eamo to the ::::l?: :i
Sadaimudiar and_worshipped him with Tanil bymne. Ho ol says
worshipping Sadaiyar he weitt to Manduraiand Thiruvasi for worship.
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All theso places are on the banks of the Kollidam and near Thiruohinnam-
pundi and all of them find a placo in Thevaram songs. ~Kilayur is nearly
hundred miles away from theso temples referred to by Sekkilar and hence
it is not possible to identify Kilayur as Thirukadaimudy. Literary and
epigraphical ovidencos only prove that Thiruchinnampundi s Thiruk-
Kadaimudy and not Kilayur.

The inscriptions refer to the deity as Thirukkadaimudi Mahadevar
and also rofer to this place Thenkarai Idayatru Nattu Thirukkadaimudi.
TRut some of the Chola inscriptions refor to this place as Thiruchadaimudy
while tho pallava insoriptions refer as Thirukkadaimudi. Perhaps it may be
duo to the confusion between kA and oma in Tamil seript or confusion
cronted by the name of the deity Sadaimudy Udayar or Sadayar. In
his Thirutandakam Thevaram of Appar he refors to both Sadaimudi and
Kadnimudi separately. Hence Sri. M. Raghava Iyangar thinks that
Sadaimudi is Divyagnaneswara templo at Koviladi and Kadaimudi is the
Sadaiyar temple at Thiruchinnampundi.  An inseription of Vikrama
Ghola found on the outer walls of tho Siva templo at Koviladi rofors to
the temple of Thi 3i Udaya ) i imudi
a northern pidagai of the brahmadeya of Thiruppor.

a M 2

Originally this temple of Siva should have been built of brick with
 mandapa in front supported by stone pillars. Perhaps it was built of
stono in tho days of Aditya T or Parantaka

Thiruchinnampundi is the suburb of Thirupernagar which is
modern Koviladi. It was an important city in ancient times and
Kotchengannan defeated hore Cheraman [rumborai and imprisoncd him
and reloased him aftorwards at the request of Poygal. Al the inseriptions
refor thia placo as Eri nattu Brahmadeyamana Thiruppornagar and
Divyagnaneswarar in the Siva tomplo is onlled Thirapper Thirnputa-
‘thurai Poruman adigal or Thiruppurai Thurai Mahadevar. Thero is also
an insoription of tho Muttarayat who ruled this region with Nigamam as
capital. Thero aro many besutiful Chola sculptures in the Koshtas.
There are also Sapta matrikas in tho Pidari temple. Excopting Brabmi
the others are boautiful and artistic Chola sculptures. There are no good
Chola bronzes. The tomple is in good state and daily Pujas are
performed.

There is also a Vishnu temple here which has been immortalised in
by Porialwar, Thirumalisai Alwar and

Thirumangai Alwar. At present tho temple is oalled Appem koduthan

Kovil. The Mula bhera is in sayana poso. Hence Perialwar calls him:

Bocout fps  Bopro"!

Builp Do
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The place has been very fortile and Thirumangai Alwar calls:

eupm e @p Gurmer”
Koviladi was a big city and was sourrounded by fortile fields and Nammal-
war writ

Qg Gamiygwm_issrap Hoiduond’

Qe gredu Ganduasiah Haovdurne”

e @rals@n Quifae) DorSurte’.
This templo ia not artistio and wo find an inseription of Sundara Pandya I
‘who was pleased to present, the Chola country. All othor insoriptions
belong to Vijsyanagar period. This templo is also in good condition and
daily pujas are performed.
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We find this area very popular in those days and we havo two
Siva tomplos and one Vishnu temple. Heace thero s the possibility of
Nayanmars and Alwars visiting this ares and worshipping their respootive
Tshta Dovatas. The Siva tomplo has & padiyam from Sambandar and
henoe an important place of pilgrimago for the Saivites. The other Siva
tomplo at Koviladi is reforred to by Appar sud henco a vaippu sthalam
for Saivites, Tho Vishnu temple is & divya desam for the Vaishnavites
as it has been visited by four of their Alwars.
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Editor’s Note

Recently, Subramanya Kavirayar of Thirukurralam presented a
number of Palm leaf manuscripts to the Tamilnadu State Dept. of
Archaeology. Subramanyam the donor belongs to tho family of Thiru-
kittarasappakavirayar, the colebrated author of Kurralakkuravanci and
other poems. When U. V. Swaminatha Iyer, visited Kurralam and
collected the manuscripts of the poot, it is said the present collection of
manuscripts gifted to this Dept. could not be examined as they were in
another room. Tho colloction includes quite a number of manuseripts,
most of them published. Tncluded among the collection is the prosent
work “Amudharasa manjari”.

The work, in poetry is on “Dalavay Thirumalsiyappa” a great
warrior and donor.  His gifts and construction of ‘mandapas ete. in various
temples are given in detail in this work, thus furnishing valuable historic
data. The poem is complote. There are altogether 20 leaves, carrying
six or seven lines on each side. Each pago is numbered. Tho work is
without mistakes. The namo of tho work is given at tho end as *“Amudha
rasa manjari”, which is celsbrated s Amndarasa manjari on Dalavay
Mudaliar ab the boginning. At the end it is said, that this was written by
one Alagiya Thiruchirrambalam, son of Kailasanatha sivacharya. It looks
as though ho is tho composer of this pooms. Wo publish this work here.
Tt is proposed to add a historical analysis at the end.
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FRESH LIGHT ON VITHALA
AND
OTHER MONUMENTS AT HAMPI

Vasunpuars Firriozar

The most important results of our research work conducted
Tost three yoars aro about the Vithala tamplo and other tomplos in Vitha
pur and a fow others at Hampi. In 1973 wo started the systematic study
of the temples at Hampi, specially at Vighalapura. Vithalipura is the
region 80 named at Hampi after the tomplo of Vithala which is to the
north of Hampi, just on the banks of tho river Tungabhadr

TFor a long time it was belioved that the temple of Vighala was buil
by Krspadévaraya. Venkataramanayya and Nilakanthasastry found a
reforenca to the Vithala temple in the Narasimhapurana in Telugu. Accor-
ding to this purana, a cortain Prolugunti Tippa visited Hampi during the
time of Davariya I of Samgama dynasty and donated some thing to the
God Vithala and got the Gopuram built.

In the oourse of our research, we ocame ncross two insoription
One of them is published in Ep. Carn. Vol. VITT, Tirthahalli Accor-
ding to this inscription, in Saka 1329 A.p. or in tho year 1406 A.0. a Pra-
sunna Vithalspura was built and gift was made in ono prosence of the god
Vithala on tho banks of Tungabhadra. Anothor inscription hailing from
Andhra Pradesh dated 1505 4.0, mantions that somo donations were made
in the presence of Vithala on the banks of Tungabhadra, (Annual Report
on South Indian Epigraphy 31st March 1936 N 321 p. 40). Theso inscrip-
tions, in our opinion, are mentioning the temple of Vighala st Hampi be-
cause from tha period of Kespadevariya somo insoriptions, engraved on
the wall of Vithiala templo mention Tungabhadratics Vighalbvara sanni
dhan, and many others coming from olsowhero also mention that gifts
wero made in the presence of Vithaln on tho banks of Tungabhisdez. So,
we coneludo that right from tho beginning of the 15th century inscriptions
were mentioning this templo, which means that the tomplo ws in exi
tenes already in tho beginning of the 15th contury.

when we look ab the style of architecturo of Vighala tomplo, we are
struck by the idon that tho pradiksingpatha was added later on. We are
studying it in dotail.



The moat important result of our work is about the beautiful Maha-
mantapa with ornamental pillars in tho templo of Vithala. According to
an inseription engraved on the northera wall of th samo templa mantapa
for dolotsava was built to the god Vithala by Udayagiri Timmaraju in
memory of his father Ramardju Konotayyadova Maharju. (This insorip-
tion is published in 8. L. I IX pt. ii no. 653). All most all the histoians
tried to idontify this dolotsava mantapa with the mangapa which is in the
South Enstorn corner of the prakara of tho Vighala templs. While editing

this inseription, the editor of S. I L IX pt. ii. had left some gaps in tho
line no. 7. After many sucoessive attempts, wo wero abla to read «Vigala
davara sapuidhivali mantapa ! adu kotadu . . . .

meaning that it was given with libation of water at the time of the
pratista of the mantapa in the Sannidhi of Vithala ... Sannidhi means
“in front” or “near”. But why wo thiuk that it is this mantapa which was

built by Udayagiri Timmaraju, is due to the reason thut the other
mantapa which is at the South-Eastern corner was built by Krsnadava-
raya. In his chronicle Pacs gives the description of an open mantaps
had pillars like beasts and men seatod on them back, eto.”
(A4 Forgotten Ewmpire-by R. Sowell. 1924. p. 288). This desoription made us
t0 think that perhaps the South-Eastern small mantapa was reforred to
by Paes and was built by Krapadévarays. And henco the mantapa with
tho ornamental pillars was the mantapa built by Udayagiri Timmaraju “in
tho Sapnidhi of Vithala”.

On the northern foot ateps of this mantaps thero is a slab which is
used as orthostate or baso stone. An inseription engraved on it cont
the date Saka 1463 plava Samvatsara, This is an incomplote inscription
perhaps re-utlised by the builders while building the mantapa; Saka 1463
corrosponds with 1541 A.0. That holps us to think that the construction
of this mantapa must have been begun after 1541 A.p. that is after the
doath of Acyutaraya and the work was probably over by 1654 Ap. As
nmaraju, we know that ho was at Udayagirl when
Wa have given detailed notes
about him in our hook “Le temple de Tirumaikaiya ALmr a Hampi”,

Another subshrine which is to the north western corner of the
prikaras of the Vighala temple was thought to be dedicated to the goddess
Lakshmi. But while going around this temple, by chance I saw an
insoription (not yet copied by the epigraphical department). The inserip-
tion is engraved on the southorn wall of the temple. Tt mentions
that the templo was built by Saluve Narasayya of Besavada. Ho
was the son of Saluva Narasingarays (the king). The temple was dedicated
toAdingrayanasvami, Saluva Narasayya's son Siluve Narasayya of Besa-
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vadal made some donations of Saka 1452 Virodhi Samvatsara alias
1529 a.n.

Like all other subshrines in the templo prakara at Hampi, here, in
this shrine of Adinarayana also we see two collus, ono at the end of the
temple, and one attached to the Rangamantapa. At present, we are inca-
pablo of saying in which colla was installed Adindrayana as tho statuos

have been mutilated and have disappeared.

Apart from this, wo read, a published copper plate in Epigraphia
carnatica vol. ITI (now series) No, 113, 114 mentioning that tho tomple,
outside of the prakara, facing the Southern gate of tho Vithala temple
was dedicated to “Ramavighala” and was & Madhva Math. This is another
beautiful temple which must have besn built during the time of Saluva
Narasimba, when Vyasariys, the great Madhva philosopher went and
settlod down at Vijayanagor.2

Ttis believed that no temples are dedicated to the god Brahma,
But in Hampi at least two inscriptions mention tomplos of Brahma. In
South Indian Inseription vol. IV No. 259 and in 8. L L IX pt. ii 249. We
think, that the later one mentions the templa which is to the North-East
of Vithala temple. To support our opinion, in the cells, whero orig
the statue was installed, the figure of a Hamsa is carved on the pitha. The
Hamsa as wo know, is the vehicle of Brahma and of his consort Saras-
vathi, Snco no mention is made, in the inscriptions, about Sarasvathi,
wo venturo to think that this tomplo was dedicated to Brahma, Apart
from uhis, in the songs of Purandaradss also wo read “Brahmamurti’ or
“Bomma muruti Vithala” or “Bomma Vithala”. As wo have seen warlior,
a temple dedicated to Ramavithaln, we feel that this templa must have
been dedicated to Brahmavihala

1 Their genealogy is: Saluvs Narasingaraya

Saluva Narasayya

Saluva Narasayya
2 Generally s balived that Vyssarars
Kesnadovaraya nded the thrane st Vi
oo at Vijayanagar; 1. e. after 1509,
Bl neenllo i “ gicaritram by Somanathkaui, the sage went it
Vilayanagar doring the time of Satave Norocimes .1500 A.D.

nt to Vijayanagar only whon




