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JAINA TIRTHANKARA IMAGE
The weekly Moil Mognzine—Sunday 41h Septomber-1949. pp. 11

The Madras Government Museum ha

luse s on display a rece acquirec
Sivaganga in Ramnad District. Already the Museum possess a re) ;:nmnte::
collection of Jain sculptures, including a Pallava specimen, Pan esa:t;m
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Chalukyan specimen and a Coastal status of Tirthankara in the -early
Pandyan style in Tuticorin in Tinnevely district,

The new addition is important for two reasons. First Jain metal
images are rare one 1o et from these parts \

Secondly as a workmanship of this image ia in the later Pandyan style
of about 13-14 century AD. it testifies to the prevelance of Jainiam in the |
South Districts in the 14th cntury. ‘

It s wellknown that the history of Jainism in south Irdia goes back to
very early times. During the early centuries of Christian era it was very
popular especially in the southern districts of Madras. Kanci and Madurai
e T LRl for Jainism. But some where about 650 AD. it
began to suffer a s ck owing to the development of Saivism and
b Bt i P completely die out and continued to b favoured
by a section of people to whom the reported remains of Jaina antiquities
are due. For instance this image evidently is a work of the Jainas livings
in those places and the Jain temple at Tirupparuttikundran neer Kanoi is
unmistekable evidenco of the continuation of the religion there.

The image

The image consists of a seated figure of one of the twenty four Jain
Thirthankaras and the two atfendant, chauri bearers behind him. The
Thirthankara is seated on an elevated throne or asana and is in meditative
pose. The back of the throne has the designs of makara and yali on it
The Thirtnankara is not identifiable because of the absence of his cognisance
or which is usually found caved on the pedestal of this closs or Jain
sculptures. But the figure is done beautifully and is full of power which is
remarkably suggested by the restrained exaggeration of the breast and
shoulder portions and by the calmness of the face. The figure of chauri
bearers are also done with care although the eloborate omamentation a
characteristic of the period’ weighs them down a liftle. The pedestal hes
two spykes one one on each side, to receive the aureole or prabha which
should have contained the reprasentation of the usual tripple umbrella or
Mukkudai design s well as foliage. The image on the whole 18 well finished
but it has suffered slight weathring due to age and the use it might have been
put fo.
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Anwm AND DIVYAPRABANDAM HYMNS IN SRIRANGAM
TEMPLE AS GLEANED FROM EPIGRAPHS

Dr. R. NAgAswaMY

Introduction

o recitation of Divya Prabandam hymns in the Ranganatha
temple at Srirangam bas a spooial significance, since it is intimately
onnected with the South Indian Vaishnava movem The religious
tradition speaks of the great rolo played by Nathamuni, Alavandar and
Ramanuja, in the propagation of these Tamil hymns, and their assimilation
in the temple rituals. The inscriptions found in the temple throw valu
able light on tho recitat

wof those hymns from the historical point of
view. It must be sdmitted that the full toxts of all the inscriptions of
Srirangam temple except the summaries in A. R. E. reports are not avail-
able, So the present study is necossarily limited both in contents and scope
and may need revision in the light of the full texts. Nevertheless, it will

give a picture of the subject for further elaboration

In Chola Times

The eatliest reference to the recitation of the hymns of Alvar
occurs in 1085 b, in the reign of Kulottunga I Ayarkoluntu
Chakrapani, slias Virachola Munaiyadariyan of Kottir. gifted 50
Kalanju of gold for the recitation of Nammalvar's Tiruviymoli. From
the amount 80 gifted, a land was bought and the proceeds from the same
were to be utilised for the purpose. The receipients were:-

Thiruvarangattu Nambi

His son, Mannan Thiruvarangs Nambi
3 Mm.m. Vennaikkiittan alias Thirukkannapurattu Araiyan,
4. Mannan Thiruvinnagar Nambi

At Dhirunattn Nambi

The above persons referred to as koil
temple endowments) agreed £ ro
hymns (wal

i Nivandakkarar, (exequtors of
‘hiruviymoli as Thiruppalli eluchi
g the doity deily) - Qadaris ypargis  Pammi
Gunifp Boiushaf 1wsf Griwsa Gamsraayi. The donoe Viecohola
Munaiyadaraiyan was & Commander of Kulottunga 1.

The insoription is .nm—e.ung in many way

+ The Thiruvaymoli
oas. AD. 2 Thore was
hymns of Nammalvir as Palfi

" mdmn.. of singing the T}mmmymw
eluchi in the early mormings



It is not known how many hymns were sung in the morning on the
oconsion, It is known that Namma]vir has ten vorses on the presiding
doity of Sri Rangam, beginning with s gyib Limgyid web gyuleh oy Susmeir’®
(In my opinion even the ton hymns boginning with s wenlerefiu gainés
also was sung in praise of Rangantha, for in tho ond Namm |avar sings—

Lo e Qarligh yyerd usial wydugikGs

Ganeiniiv Ganoniit Guroiriat G oo de

o Qarudn
whioh is a cloar roforonce to Ranganatha, In all probability one of
these songs was sung as Paflieluchi,
3. Tt is intoresting to note that thoso who rooited those hymns were
known as Nambis and Araiyars. The singing of Vaishoava hymns in the
Srirangam tomplo by Araiyar is a unique tradition presorved to this day
and the tradition is ono thousand years old

4 Tt is gonorally belioved that Kulottunga Chola was the porsacutor of
Ramanuja. But from this insoription we ses & commander of Kulottanga,
endowing land for the recitation of Thiruvaymoli

5. The commander is called Ayarkolundu, a darling of
with the family of Krishna, rocalling the Divya prabanda
Kolunde (508/8 11. I1L)

ars, connected
wn, Ayar tam

Another inseriprion also_refors to a of land by the same
commander Virachols Munaiyadarayar of Kottur, for the recitation of
Thiruvaymoli (120/1947-8). Tt is not known whother this gift was another
endowment or relates to the samo endowment. The insoription refers to
tho doity of as i i, of Thi

About 25 years lator another endowment was made for the
recitation of Thiruvaymoli. This time the donor was Sirdlan
g Udaiyar alias V1 Maveonda Velar, anothes
officer of the king who bought cortain land in Karaikkudi, in Vilanadu,
and endowed it to the tomplo by stipulating o quantity of paddy to be
made over to the templo for the recitation. (110/1047-8).

In the roign of Vikramachola thore is a reforence to a flower garden
named after Andal, called in the inscription as Andal Thirunandavanam
(30/1948-9), which shows that hy tho boginning of the Luth century
Kodai was also held in high estoom in Srirangam templo.

In Vijayanagar Times—the Ubhaya Vedanta

In the year 1608a.0., there is & reference to a gift of land for offe
ings to Kirattalvir by one Srirangariyar, son of Kurucheti Vobularaju.
Tho noxt opigraph of intorest, rolatos to_the roign of Vijayanagar ruler
Achyutarays, in Saka 1462 (1541 AD.) It revords the endowment of 146




porifor“th ‘recttation of the Vedas and Thiruvdymoli on o specified day
 during the annal fostival. ' The donor was one Akkicchi Amman, a great
Vaishnava devobeo, « Tt-was entrastad i the hands of her  toacher Koyil
* Kandadai Annan of Fatula gotra.

This insoription.is also_of great interest for it refers to Koil
Kandadoi Annan s he teacher of the donor. Ho figures s tho desciple
of Manavala Mohamuni, the great Vaishnava toacher of the Tenkalai
school, who is nssigned to the poriod 1370-1443 a.p. (K. V. Raman
Sri Varadaraja perumal temple, Kanohi P. 73). Tho present inscription is
dated in 1641 A.p. (Saka. 1412). [ the date of Manavila Mahdmuni is
orreot; there is & period of one hundrad years bettween his doath and the
present epigraph in which Koyil Kandadai Annan is said to bo living. Tt
ismot known whather successive persons of an institution at Srirangam
held the same name “Koyil Kandadai
Koyil Kandadai Annan, Manavalamahamuni should have lived a fow years
later which is not unlikely. - Bt the point of interest is that provisions
were made by this lady for recitation of both Veda and Thiruvaymoli a
clear tradition of the southern school of Vaishnavism and that was at the
instance of Koyil Kandadai Annan who was closly associated with that
school.

Annan”.  [f howaver ho is the same

In the year 1555 A.0., & cortain Mah amandalesvara Obbularaju, son
of Konati Ayyan, reconstruoted the mantapa of Thiruppan Alvar which
had fallen into ruins and made provision for the worship of the deity when
it halted in the mandapa, on the occassion of the Virappanna Udaiyar
fostival in the month of Chitrai (376/53-4).

Tn1557 o0, (Saka. 1499) & lady Ammaiyangar, arranged for special
worships and offerings on the natal stars of all the Alvars, Sudikkodutta
Nicoiyar and Sri Alavandar. The propagation of the Divyaprabandan
hymns and the importance given to the Vaishnavite Al by
Alavandar is' woll known. This epigraph seems to confirm the close
link betwesn Alwvandar and the Alvars (351/1953-4).  The lady donor
hailed from tho Kandadai family and is describod as & your
of Sril the son of
Nayanacharyar. The village giftod  was
Pimmarajapurain near Thiruvarur,

or sistar

 and tho grand son of
Kondangi ~ also  eallod

In sakw 1470 (1587 A.D.), spocial worship was inssitated for
celobrating the Thirunakshtra (natal asterism) of Kurattalvar and
Thiravadigayana fostival of tho Bhattar. The donor was ono
Rangaraju, son of Poohiraju who gifted 3000 chakravaraha. Regular
worship for Kratvalvar was arrangod. In the history of Sri Rumunuj




Karattalvar's intimate connootion is well known,
note that as early 1687 A.p.
Kirattalvan and Ramanu

It s interesting o
gifts were madofor worshipping both

In the year 1588 An. (Saka 1310) ono Alagiysmanavalan, a
Tumbivan rooiting Thiruniymoli bofore tho god, endowed land and
money, for performing spocial worship and offerings to Nathamuni
Alvar on the day of his natal star Anusham. This worship was to bo
porformed onco in six montha. Tho offorings waa o bo distributed
wmong the Srivaishnava devotees after the worship (3

Ti 1608 A0, an endowment was made for- spacial -worship and
offorings of curd rica on vhe days of the nutal stars of Periyaldr and
others (32 3. In 1626 a reforenco. is made to .the Divya
Prabandam of Thiramangai Alwar (208/1951-52).

The institution of special worships to Nathamuni, Xlavandar, the
importance given to the Alvars and their hymns, and the provisions
made for singing hoth the Vedas and Thiruvaymeli hymns, indicate the
flowering of the southorn school of Vaishnavism a8 a dynamio media in

the 16th cent. A.D.
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PANDYA-ALUPA COINS

Dr. R. NAGASWAMY

Sir Walter Elliot in his work Coins of Southern India " has
llustrated three coins under the Pandyas. (Nos. 120, 130, and 131)

4120: Gold. Weight 57 grains. Obverse-two fish under an umbrolla
flanked on right by lamp and on left by chowrio, sun and moon
above. Reverse-logond in Nagari uncertain (Conf. Ass.Res-XVII
5023 P1. IV, P. 81.)"

“180: Gold. Weight 6.5 gr
inrecognizable’.

5. Obverso-two fish.  Roverso

131; Gold, Woight -2 grains. Obverso a fish. Reverso figure boforo
an altar. These two coins Nos. 130, 131 with ssvoral othors

' having one or two fish or & boar were found in Rejsmahendri
and may bo connected with Chola-Chalukya period.’!

Writing on the

me subject Sir. 1. Desikachari states:

Pandyan gold coins are met with but rarely and are generally illde-
signed fanams bearing on the obverse the figure of a man and on
the reverse the legend which if complete may be read as ‘Sundara
Pandyan’. The Inte Liut Genoral Pearso in his papers, boquenthed
t0 the Government, Central Musoum, gave the following description
of & gold coin which he procured in a London market for

shillings., Obverse: Two fishes lying horizontally. Abovo
alligator. Two standards or dhvajasthambas or
are supporters of central design.

Pillars of Viotory

Raverse: Three linos of old, bold nagari oharaoter which have not
beon read. Col. Mackenzio notioing a coin of tho samo description
atributes it to the ancient Pandyas.?

Following the ahove, Sir . Desiknohari hazarded a guoss, quite

correctly in the following lines.
 Similar coins waro found fu South Canara which wore probably
isaued by o branch of the Pandyns who had settlad thore"s

8ri Vidya Prakash, ropeats the same identifiontion in his «Coinogo

th Tndin” and quotes Mysore Archaeologieal Survey Report and
p8 Ho writes
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“The coins with fishos associated with oconch and wheel and
Nagari logend Sri Pandya Vanarapa, may be attributed to Mare
varman Sundara Pandya. The coins boaring Kannada logend: Sy
Pandya Dhananjaya’ may also be attributed to Maravarman
Sundara Pandyall. Kannada had influenced the Pandya coinage
becauso of close matrimonial relationship of tho Pandyas and the
Hoysalas. Maravarman Sundara Pandya was a sister's son of
Hoysala King Vira Somesvara.”s

Theso coins however are not the issuos of the Pandyas of Madurai
but were issued by the Alupas, who called themselves Pandyas.

Dr. K. V. Ramosh has shown in his work
Kanara' that Alupas assumed tho title of Pandyas bog
8th contury 4.0, when thay wore conquered by Koceadayan Ranadhira, the
powerful Pandya of Madurai. According to Velvikkudi copper plate,
Kocoadayan defeated the Maharathas at p
narumpolil vay koyilodu Mayil ahavum Mangalapuram ennum Managarul
Maharatarai erindalithu araikadal valagam poduma nihki.’s
Sri Ramesh says, Tt thus becomes
fought at Mangalore and hat the

history of South
ng from the

Commenting on the above
that the battlo should have bee
ruler who opposed the Pandya was Alupa Chitravahana I"9

According to Ramesh, Alups Chitravahana was the first ruler to
alaim Pandyas lineage.l9 Tho Pandya records claim a decisive viotory over
the Maharatha’s at Mangalore. So tho assumption of tho title of Pandya-
Kula by the Alupa might have beon duo to their dofoat and some matri-

Sinco then the Alupas assumod the fiish as their emblom.
s« adopted titles such as Pandita Pandya, Pandya Dhanan-
jaya; Pandya Chakravarti ote. The Alupa king Kundara who ruled
botween 1220 and 1230 had the title Pandya Dhananjaya.”"11 ~ Another
rulor Soyidava who ruled in 14th century A.p., also had the same title

monial alliance.
“The Alupa ki

Pandya Dhananjaya.12

Dr. Ramesh has idontified the coins bearing the name ‘Pandya
Dhananjaya’ s the coins of Alupas. “Tho obverse of these coins depiot
two fish under an umbrella shaped canopy with  lamp and chour to thoir
right and loft rospectively. Tho reverse contains tho logend Sri Pandya
Dhanajaya which is one of the characteristio opithots of the mediaval and
Inter Alupas™3  But ho has not noticed Elliot, Desikachari, Biddaulp and.
obhors who have identified theso coins with tho issues of tho Pandyas of
Madurai. Tho prosent artiolo is to orroct the identification, lost scholars
might think that there were two issuos of the samo type, one brought out
by bhe Pandyas of Madurai and the other by the Alupas of South Kanara
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a8 hias boon done by Vidyapeakash. T ho oins reforad toas Chola-Chalukya,
coin by Elliot nd s tho issuss of Madurai Pandyas by Desikachari,
Biddaulp and Vidyaprakash aro in fact issues of the Alupas of South
Kanaras. As mentionod earlier, Desiknohari alroady hinted that these
‘were found in South Kanara.

Dr. Ramesh has also drawn our attention to the torm Pandya
gadyana for colns in ciroulation undor the Alupalt and also to tho torms
Jonna gadyana and pana ooouring in Alupa insoriptions.}s  Two types of
gold coins of theso serios aro kr Tho first typo consists of oirculsr
coins woighing approximatoly h4vl\v-vl\v| 56 to 59
idontified with the Pandya gadyana, of the Alupu
type inolude small coins, weighing 5 to 6 grains.!s Theso m
identified with the Panas montioned i
the name Pundya Dhananjaya in Kannada harwotors may bo
Alups, Kundana of 13th contury, on paleographical grounds.

ns. These may be

oords. The other
be

Alupa rocords. The coins bearing
cribod to

As oarly as 12th century A.p. (1139 A.0) tho word Pandya gadyina
ocours in insoription.17 Tt would bo interosting to study the palsography
on the Alupa coins bearing Nagari and Kannada soripts and a rrange them
ohronoligioally whioh would throw valuable light on the Alupa coinage.

1. Colns of South India-Sir Walter Ellict, P. 152
2. SouthIndian CoinsSir T. Destkachari, Tiruchinopali-1933, P. 156
3. Ibid
4. Coinage of South India, Vidya Prakash 1968
5. Ibid, P. 57
A history of South Kanara Dr. K. V. Ramesh, 1970, P §6-61
7. Pandya Copper Plates 1967, P. 25
8 A Hmavy of South Kanara, P. 58
9. Ibid, P,
10. LB 1
1 15
bl g
13. , P. 276
A Bl 277
1. Coinage of South India, P. 5
16. A History of South Kanara, P. 276
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