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REFORMATION IN MATH PRACTICES

S. HARIHARAN, A,
Epigraphist, Dept. of Archaeology

fluenco of roligious savants over heads of state
nasambandar

Tnstances of
are only too well known. The impact of Saivaite saint C
on Pandys king Ninpasir Nedumaran, that of Appar on Pallava
Mahéndravarman T, that of Buddha's teachings on Emperor Adoka are
but & few examples. Tho various religious practices, besides influenc
the course of history, themselves underwent certain transformations in
their respeotive codes of procedure. A rare phenomenon has come to
light in the practices of PaSupata rites, a subdivision in Saivaite faith

In the sylvan surroundings of Thiru Knaikks there existed o
Pabupats math. A major break-through in the observance of Pa
vow was cffected in the 16th Century, substantiated by
the same templo. Tho epigraph is dated in Saka ora 1506 (1384 .p.)
in the reign of Vijyanagara king Venkata I und is couched in h
flown manipravla style. The inscription states that the head of the
Pabupata math Pontiff without in the least sacrificing the duties of «
houscholder. The epigraph bars
from various Gastras, in justifica such a relaxation. The
insoription (No. 135 of Jambukesvaram) reported by C. R. Krishnams
charlu in 1940, in tho Annual Roport on South Lndian Epigraphy for
1080-37 with editorial notes aud rendering of the epigraph in Rom
characters, has boen doalt with by Dr. T V. Mahalingams fn his actiole
in tho Journsl of Oriental Research (Madras) Vol 25 (1057). A
dessertation of tho same inscription by a4
in * Studies in Indian History and Culture
honour of Dr. P. B. Dosai.

nple testimonial roferences culled

on of

Duncan M. Derrett appeared
A felicitation Volume in

The inscription opens with tho i i
addressed to Chandrasckbara guru h‘;“::: “ilh\:;;‘::; e
describes himself s tho miilv-bhritya of the god Tripy,
temple. The operative part of the order falls into two part, M‘:M’q o
sekhara is his quality as “our tambiran shall nunmn‘ue ; (1) Chandra-
enjoy tho rights and obligations of the worship of the i Loy 1r
idol, superintendenco of the tomplo, dravwing up of wooan 1 of the
mark devotees with tho seal (muddirai), indopendence - s, the right L:;
the Pakupata vow from procoptor to disciple in mmmm'f““:"‘glﬂ""ln‘"'";a
‘whis as & householder, performing the Padupata rights g u‘l: ) ;‘o shall d .
‘sacrifices, worshipping evo., f0r the god Jambnngtha, fug wi'.t\ .:.:,’:;',.:,,

dvaradova, who

uy
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from father to son, on the basis of this order, as long as moon and sun
enduro, and upon that footing succession shall bo to the son who is
seniormost in age and learning and he should maintain his brothers
and protect tho endowment.

Then thore follws a fow excorpts from various texts in support of
their action.

dirgha kala brahmacharyam dharanam cha kamandaloh

narabvamadhu madhyam cha kalau varjya dvijatibih

“Lengthy colibacy, the earrying of waterpots, sacrifices of human
beings and horses, and spirituous liquor are to bo avoided by twice-born
" This quotation is attributed to Paraéars Samhita and
ription adds that *a long period of colibacy is forbidden in the
Kali ago

in the Kali ago
the ins

Two roferences, one oach from Swnatkumara Samhita and Saura
Samhita are then quoted. These two argue that the traditional Padupata
vow strictly adhered to and observed for a period of twelve years, the
entire span being a period of colibaoy as had been hitherto, can ably be
practiced by # grihasta t0o.

vratam Padupatam Suddham dvadasabdadi lakshitam

matbhakt tab praditavyam mahosvara parayane

grhustebhyd videshona yatinam tu agnivarj

vanhau srotriya

vayavys' tha Padupatam sakshat veatam dvadasamasikam.

Theso lines attributed to Sanatkumara Samhita opine that tho Paupata
vow which lasts for twelve years should be committed to the devotoss who
is devoted to the servants of Mahe§vara: espocially to house-holders
Albeit the most orthodox brahmins can be initiated into the PaSupata
discipline, houssholders are proferable-thus claims the text.

adasal athabdam va tad-arddham va tad-arddhak

prakuryyad dvadasgham va soikalpyaitach sirovratam

This verse attributed to Saura Sambita goes to prove that tho
Pabupata vow can be accomplished in various periods, not neccessarily
involving perpetual colibacy for twelve years, for half a yoar, or & quarter
of it he must perform the head shaving ceremony or even With intention
(devotion) for twelve days.
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The insoription then recalls the namos of Upamanyu, Dadhiohi,
Agastys, Bama and Krishoa all house-holders and who have porformeq
Pabupaia vow. _After roforonce to Paradara Sambita and Jabali smriti,
with of course the usual imprecatory verses, the inscription onds with a
list of Brahmanas, signatories to the charter who held titles liko pandita,
Nombi and bhatga bosides tomplo accountants and treasurers and finally
with a vorsa in praise of Chandrasékhara, the Pa§upata guru himsolf | 1
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