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DRISHTI VISHAM IN
LEGEND, LITERATURE AND EPIGRAPHY

M. ARUNACHALAM
hti visham is & serpent, which is said to possess the

power of
Kilng af s, through & polace et s spcur o W AIRKE MO
may appear to be fiction; but we shall see that it may not really be so.

Manimekhalai mentions the serpent ditti vidam in five places. The:
name i the Temilised form Drishti visham. The story here regarding this
serpent is that Rahula was bitten by the serpent drishti visham in a previous
birth and was born in the next as Udayakumara, who makes love to Mani=
‘mekhalai; she was in the previous birth born as Lakshmi, wife of Rahula.

Tho torm difi vidam is explained by the loarnod editor of Manimekbolal,
Dr. Swaminatha Ayyar, in the following words: Dittl vidam is a serpent wnh
poison in its eyes. It is also called the serpent having fire in its eyes,
princes of the Naga dynasty (Sindavamse) are cslsbrul-d as those of th-
Drishti visha dynasty.l This serpent is said to possess such & poisonous
power in s eyes that those who happen to look into hom msanty died

The Vﬂlu![mluyum plates of Nandivarman Il mention a drishtl visham
dance of the king. The plates record & grant of the Pallava kingin the
Sanskrit language in his sixth regnal year (831 AD.). Verse 9 in the grant
runs s follows:

Tatho ajayata Nandivarma
anugrahat Yena Pinaka-paneh
pranartiitah drishti vishah panindrah

The King Nandivarma danced the drisht/ visha dance of the panindra
(the serpent king) by the grace of Pinakapant (Siva).

The term drishtf visha ocourring in this inscription i a rare one.

A Buddha siska story m. tothe birth of the Buddha in a previous
birth s this serpent mentary on Nilakes! mentions this and says :
“You were born as The criaht visha sorpent; but afreid o theliving beings
should die when they happened to lock into your eyes, you never opened
your eye

Dakshoyagopparan! gives a very lmlrn\mq story lerdlnw mll
sorpent. ‘This serpent is worn as an armlet by Lord Si
wide as the milky ocean of Vishnu; fts o est mpa-the e




~ ocean. When Vishnu appeared in battle array before Virabhadra at the time

of the destruction of the yaga of Daksha, he sent his milky ocean against
Virabhadra: but the nt drishti visha, lapped up all the ocean with
one sweep of its tongue. Seeing this, Vishnu created in a moment one
thousand milky ccesns Now there was another such serpent which was
relatively shorter in length. Its length was not sufficient so that its head and
tail could be tied into & knot round the arm of Lord Siva, to form another
ermlet. So Siva opened its mouth, pushed its tail into the mouth and closed
it shut. Afraid of Siva, the serpent would not open its mouth. So, when the
thousand cceans advensed on Virabhadra, the serpent caused them to dry up.
just by a look'.

Legends connected with the goddess Manasa have a bearing on drishti
visham. Her story seems to be very popular in Bengal among the masses just
like our Mariamman in Tamilnad. Manasa is the snake-goddess; the snake
worship is widely prevalent amidst us also, and the naga panchami day
(Sravana sukla panchari, the fith day after new moon in the month of sravana
August, September) is specially set apart in our ccuntry for the naga worship.
The behaviour and venom-emitting power of Manasa seem to be akin to
drishti visham. In the Manasa story, she is the daughter of Siva through
Gangs. But Chandi is always jealous of her and in one quarrel 'Chandi lost
hher temper and jabbed a kusa needle into Manas's eye. Manasa took revenge
by flaski g her great power over Chandi from her other eye, Chandi tell
down senseless.> Both eyes of Manasa were poison eyes and at her will they
were capable of inflicting death on the person; we should remember that
Manasa was o serpent goddess. In the story it 1s said that at the
Siva, Chandi was brought to life by Manasa again by
another ccasion after a quarrs], Chandi went near Manasa with the intent of
Kicking her. Again Manasa looked at her through the poison eya and ,
fell down senseless. Evidently, after Chandi's pricking one eys of Manasa
with a needle, that eye bacama  banvolent eye, while the other eye conts
nued to be a poisonous eye.

andi

Such ars the storles and lagands connscted with the serpont, called
the drishti visham The substance of thesa stories s borns out by facts rola
ting to a cies of the serpent cobra from the Central Africa. It is called
there the Spitting Cobra. The following extract from an adventure book by

British authoré will be of interest n this connoction. . o

Two white streams shot out from the snake’s poisor
g fiom & donbls barrellsd gua,  Instead of lostng thetr :;:Z; Llf\:r e
a foot or two, they covered the ten feet between the snake and b vlomq
irection of a second and exactly hit their target-the oyes of the ber. The
poison glands are just back of the fangs.  Strong muscles shost i sut oLy
the fangs. It works like  water pistol, excop! that it
than o water pistol.

eye travels into the entire system and makes one totally blind,
er: i 4
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(Continued from Page 2)

It is probubly this species of cobra which is still existing in other
countries that had bsen known in our literary lagends as the drishti visham:
it might have been 50 calied because it directs its poison at the eyes of man
and makes him totally blind

1. Epigraphia Indice, Volume II; page 232

2. Ses also the story of Jason in Gra
the eyes of the My

3. My attention o the Menass oult was drawn by Sri R. Nagaswamy, Direstor of
Archasoloay. Vide peas 80,9 of the Hisiorical stdies 1o the cult o the
Goddess Manasa by Dr P. K. Moy,

4. Willare price, Gorilla Adveniure 1969 pa

ny one who looked at

1413; Knight Books,
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Fanjalum Coorchy

An irregular parallelogram two sides of which wore about five
hundred feet and tho other two about three hundred feet only built
entirely of mud of a very solid and adhesive quality, prmvnlml 80 very
unwar like an object to the aye that some of our soldiors, at first sight,
Gompared it to a kail yard with o dike about it. The wall was gonerally
about twelve foet high with small square bastions, and very short curtains.
A fow old guns were mounted in theso bastions, and the wholo was sor-
rounded by a thick hedge of cockspur thorns, but no diteh. Arriving
befaro it ab eight o'clock Ax. Preparations wore instantly made for
breachinig. the north-wostern bastion, with tho two iron twelve and one
eight-pounder from a bank about nino hundred yards distance and at
half past oight wo opened a fir though by no means so destructive as was
antjcipated. The eight pounder, indeed a foreign gun, fired so wild, that
the shot seldom hit the fort, At noon, therefore, the guns were moved
on to another bank, abont four hundred years from the wall and conti
nued playing till half past three, when the breach appearing practicable,
the storm was ordered. The two howitgers and two six-pounders had
also been firing on tho fort from a bank t0 the north-ward, but tho
sheels were 80 bad and the fuses so miserable that few of them burst, or
did any execntion.

Tho party for assault was composed of tho two companies of the
74th regiment, all the native granediors, and a battalion company of the
3rd, the wholo line being closo to them, disposed to the right and left, to
keep down the enemy's fire. They advanced with alacrity, under the
heaviest fire imaginable, from the curtains and five or six bastions, the
defences of which we hat not been able to demolish our men feel rapidly
but nothing impeded their approach, oven the hedgo was speedily passed
and repeated attempts wero mado to surmount the hreach but all in vain.
Every man who succeeded in reaching the summit was instantly thrown
back, pierced with wounds, from hoth pikes and musquotry and no footing
could be gained. At length a retreat was ordered and truly dismal scono
of harror succeeded, all our killed and many of the wounded being loft at
the foot of the breach, over which tho enemy immediately spring and
pursued tho rear whilo others piorced tho bodiss both of the dying and
the dead.

The immediate defence of the broach was with pikes, from eighteen
t0 twenty feet long bebind which a body of men frain on elovated spot,
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Kept up & constant five, whilst othors in the bastions took the asseilants
in flank.  In the confusion of moment & hourtzer was left near the broach,
which was afterwards rescued by six Officers and about fifty sepoys,
under a fire, whioh killed one of the officers and several of the men and
wounded two other officors and five or six men. And here let me record
the personal bravery and devotion of captain Nicholas Mathew Smith, the
first, man who reached tha gun and whose oxample stimulated the rest, ho
was a fine honest fellow and & good soldier, but with the noble Jemes
Grant and soveral others, he has sinee paid the delet of nature. Our total
logs this day was four officors and forty nine men, killed and thirteen
officors and two hundred and fifty four men, wounded; besides several
slight cases, not reported.  Of tho enemy’s loss we had no account. No
sooner had we gained a safo distance from the fort, than the line was
formed, and encamping ground marked out, the nearest part being at &
distance of 1,500 yards from the walls. We had a high ridge in the centre
of the line, running parallel to the fort, and our ammunition and stores
wero placed in the rear out of sight of the enemy: Our picquets were
posted on the bank from whenco we first attempted to breach and it was

completely dark before we could get under covor.

As all had a like partakers in all dangors and discomfiture of the
sned thronghout our line, the only tribute we could
and the enemy so far

day, a dead silence re
then pay to the memory of our departed brathor
respected our grief, as to allow us it's unmolosted indulgonce.

To n mind aceustomed to think our total fuilure of this day was
porfeetly inexplicable and how the breach was dofonded appeaced almost
e of the actual defendors over showed themsalves above
and cortainly that was entirely destroyed and &
mado to the torre ploin of the bastion,
ot hore o grove of pikes alone presented

miraculous f
the broken parapet,
practioabl passago apparently
long provious to our attacl
itsolf 10 our view; and the enomy appearing in every other part of the
works, exposing thomsolves without the smallest reservat

ety shot by our men, who wer covoring the storm, and as constantly.
thot by our men, who wero covering the storm, and as constantly
replnced by others; whilst they kopt up & most unnatural yall the whole
timo, from upwards of five thousand voices, which only veased with our.
retreat.  Of ono hundred and twenty Europeans on the storming
party ouly forty six esouped unhurt, and inoluding Officers and rillery,
B hundred. and six woro killod and wounded of the whole force, This
was 50 very largo a proportion as to mako the duty como hoavy on the
survivors for a considorablo time, when our disheartened men roquired &
s undoviating oxample of that cheorful dovotednoss to their
an alone socuro the confidence of soldiors in times of unusual

constant
duty wh
difity and danger.




S n

OF the 74th regiment, Licutenants Campbell and Shanks wer
Killed, Captain Campbell mortally wounded, Lioutenant Fletoher badly.
OF the 3rd, Lisutosant Bezan killed, Major shoppard, Lioutunant Greaves
and Dootor Barter wounded. O tho 4th Lisutenant Magnell killod and
Licutenant Clapham wounded. OF tho 9th Lieutenant Torrisno mortally
and Captain Hazard wounded. Of the 1st battalion of the 1ith, Licute-
nants Elliot, Brown, Wright and M'Cay, wounded. [ should have men.
tioned, that  body of ono thousand Eteapoor poligars, hereditary enemies
of the Panjalumeoorohy raco, had joined us on tho March, having a com
pany of sepoys and captain Charles Trottor attached to them. Theso
brave and faithful allies made some unsuccessful attompts at
on the other side of the fort whilst we wore on the west face, but were
repulsed with considerable loss though wo had no official roturns of - thair
casualties. This circumstancoe alone proves how nun
must have been.

0 excalado

orous the defenders

The 18t of April was ushered in with the painful re-colleotion that
many of our lato gay and cheerful companians were lying at the foot of
breach unburied and a flag of truce was consequently sent to the fort, to
entreat permission to remove and intern our dead. This was kindly and
unconditionally accorded and we then collocted the disfigured and gory
bodios and buried them in the evening, with military honours, the enomy,
setting us a bright example of humanity, made not tho smallest attempt
to disturb us and we enjoyed a good night's rest, that of the preceding
having been anything but refroshing,

Perfectly convineed that our prosent measures were utterly inade
quate to the capture of a place so defended Major Macaula who had
shared overy danger with his troops and luckily came off unhurt, determi
ned to turn the siege into a blockade, as far as the actual state of affairs
would permit and thus await reinforcoments, particularly of battering
guns and ammunition, for this purpose, the pioneers, dooly-bearors
and lascars, wero employed to mako tomporary shelter for the wrms of
the men on duty, with small breast, works and (.; and the camp was
regularly formed, in an oblong square, having the ridge in tho contre,
with a high tank bank in the rear, « tank of fine water on tho left
and a larger one, for watering cattle on the right.

The 2nd April passed in quiet, excepting that the poligars several
times called out, when any of us approached and demanded an amnesty
declaring their readiness to obey tho British Government, and pay their
kists, but protesting against tho imprisonment of their ohiofs. Tho reply
we were instructed o give us was, that “we could not treat with rebels in
arms, that they must doliver up all thoir chiofs and lay down their arms
unconditionally.  This evening, while sitting b dinner, we were
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suddenly saluted about eight O Clock by & shower of bullets and found
the enemy dotormined to keop us omployed. It was remarkably dark,
and we wero not fully aware of their numbers and intentions till the moon
rose, when they wore percoived rotiring, after having wasted a good deal
of ammunition and wounded Lisutonant Lyna of the cavalry very severely
and five men in our camp.

From this time till 22nd, nothing ocourred worth notice. We had
daily ekirmishes, in which a few men foll on hoth sides aud our Pionee
and C. wero busily emplayed in strengthening our outposts, and in raising
a kind of breast work, to resist cannon shot, which the enemy sent into
our camp from some old guns, drawn out under the walls of the fort for
that purpose. At noon, this day, a heavy thunder-storm accompanied by
wind and rain, suddenly assailed us and as suh a time was the most
favourablo in which to oppose pikes to fire-arms, we began to fall-in, when
in a twinkling, the thunder was succeeded by tho flash and sound of our
six-pounder on the most distant outpost and a strong party dashed
towards it immediately. This post consisted of a Company of Sepoys
with a party of artillery, and ono gun on the bund of a Inrgo tank, five or
six hundred yards to the south ward of the fort, and one thousand two
hundred from our nearest post. Lisutenant H. Dy who had been ordered
down, with a company of the 3rd, to roliove a similar party of the 9th
under Lieutenant Clason, noon boing tho time of removing all out outposts
observing an unusual collection of olouds and sagaciously auguring there
from the probability of a storm, being senior officer, had very sensibly
taken upon himself to detain the other company. The squall approached,
heating in their faces, and was immodiatoly followed by one thousand
ik
Nirove to give a fire, but hardly o musket would go off, and the gun
, was in tho enemy's pos: The

i

wan. Our poor fellows, assailed by two such onemies at onoe,

g

d onee onl

after boing dischar
poligars moro intent on seizing the ordinance than on_injuring
defenders wounded only eight men of the party and ware pushing off
with their prize as fast as tho wet cotton ground would permit,
when our reinforcoments appearing Lioutenants Doy ‘and Clasoo rushed
back accompanied by many of their men and we succeeded in reserv:
ing our Cannon from the hands of the Philist

hundreds more rushed out of the fort to bheir s
rain consed, they poured our multitudes with fire-arms who being con-
fronted as readily by similar parties from our camp & genoral action
ensued, whioh I may well say, ended in smoke, both parties making
wiieh noise, and neither doing much execution. After about an hour's
fighting, as if with ono accord, tho firing coased, both partios retired
40 count their casualties, of which tho most serious tally must have
been ball cartridgos.
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Dhis night about nine 0'Clock wo ware roused by anothor thounder-
storm, when all hands were again beat to quarters. In a short time
faint flashes of fire-arms could be disearned through the gloom, in the
direction of all our outposts and now and then the report of & cannon
added to tho horrors of darknoss. A general attack with pikes wus
now anticipated in every part of tho line and no ono could tell what
was going on, on either side of him. Our anxisty was to preservo the
arms from damp, but this, from the violence of the rain, proved impossi
ble and all stood wet to the skin, enjoying, in delightful anticipation,
thrust through the body from a pike, as sharp as a razor and only
twenty feot long. At this ecritical juncture a body of two or throo
hundred mon came rushing on tho lino with draadful crios and wore within
an inch of being troated as enomios when thoy wors discovered to bo
pionsers hascars, and coolies who had beon at work on an intendod
battery within four hundred and fifty yards of the fort, and to their
eternal disgrace, & fow sepoys who hud shamofully abandoned their

ts in terror and dismay; those latter wore instantly placed in con
finoment. The pioncers Lad boon oxposod without arms or any
paotection, had boon actually assanlted in the battery and their sand
bags and o, carried off in triumph, nor was it indec that
they shonld attempb to defend themselves. [n about two hours the
weather cleared up and though the numbers of the enemy, who had
sallied forth, could not be ascortained, yet tranquillicy was then
restored and not again distrubed that n

intende

The next day, having only seen three faces of the fort, Major
Macaulay, determined on a strong reconnoissance, and proceeded
round it, out of reach of musquetry from tho walls, accompanied by
the cavalry and tho 1st battalion of the 3rd regiment. The eneuny
aver on the alert, manned the walls, and sent a few cannon shot
among us, but did o damage, as they seemed to approhend an

sault on the opposite face, but wo had no sooner passed, than they
bagan to como out, and attempted to impeds our return though too Inte
t0 interfere with our real design. The cavalry having now, four six-poun
dors as gallopers, therefore, meroly gave thom a fow rounds and then w
retired at leisure.

From his time till tho 19th of May, nothing remarkubly oceurred
Every two or three days, skirmishes, provoked by our followers ended in
neazly the same manner as those already mentioned and we daily lost
some men without being sure of the damago done to the enemy. Altog:
ther, indeed, we lost about sixty in this quict poriod, v considering
all mattors, was a very small proportion, for tho poligars had now brought
& nine-pounder and a throe to bear upon us whioh they plied from the
traverses of the north and south gates and much were wo indoleted to
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providenco for the numorous escapes made in a crowded camp through
which the shot ranged from front to rear, without doing much damage.

time, however, wo wera not idla ourselves, since our ecannon
daily sent a few dozens of heavy shot into the fort whioh we flsttered
ourselves could not fail o do execution. Wo also constructed to tawer
twenty pacos long and fifteon broad. within six hundred yards of the
wastern faco, which being about sixteen foet high, might likewise answor
a8 a breaching battery. Horo we place a guard of sixty men and it was
an object of much jeslousy to the enemy who did all they could to retard
it's progross. Tt was about one hundred and fifty yards from the old
work, which the enemy destroyed on the night of the 22nd of April and
when comploted, the two twelve pounders were mounted in it. About
this time wo gob accounts of the approach of Lieutenant Calonel Agnew,
with reinforcements, and on the 2ist of May he arrived with Captain
Jolin Munro, Mujor of Brigade and Captain Marshall, Private Secrotary
and personal Brigade-Major and immodiately determined on the point of
and had two men wounded.
On the 22nd his Majesty's 77th regiment, under Licutenant Colonel Spry,
& Company of artillery under Captain Sir John Sinclair, three campanies
of the 1st battalion of the 7th Regiment under Captain C. Godfrey and
four Companies of the 15t battalion of the 13th regiment under Captain
Townsend, also joined our Camp, with four iron eighteen pounders, two
five and o half and two four and a half inch hovitzers and adundance of
ammunition.
under Captain J. Dove
Captain Whitley also arrived this evening. On the
having again reconnoitred with Sir John Sinclair and Lioutenant Bradley
of Engineers, determined on our post on the South bank, for a breaching
battery, throo pooplo wers killed by cannon shot this day and we got. the
« and two hovitzers with two six pounders into the

=

attack. W were fired on while reconnoiteri

four eighteon-pounder
battery.

I must here mention that our fellow-soldiers who arrived yestor-
day, held the fort and enomy in much contempt and seemed to  think
that we had not proviously done our duty.

On the morning of the 23rd of May at sun-rise, wo opened two
Dbatteries at once, on the south, western bastion of the fort. Our tower
brenching and C. with two twelve poundors and two howitzers: while
the grand battery favoured them with salvos which soon demolished
the southern faces and salient angle of the bastion By noon, the
storming party was ready to advance, but our old Commandant took
colonel Agnow asido and backed by another old friend persuaded him to
doluy the assnult until tho next day, much agains: what appoared to
him his botter judgment. Tho firing was therefora kept up all uight
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' to prevent tho enomy from repairing the breach. The next morning "

~ the guns were all turned to demolish the defences, and cut off the
breached bastion, which being completely effected, at one 0'Clock P.M.
having run the tower guns half way down to the fort, the storming
party was ordered to advance.

Tt consisted of the granadiors, and a battalion company of the
748h regiment, the granadiors’ light company, and & battulion company
of the 77th, the granadiers of the 3rd, 4th, 7th, 13th and l4th
regiments, the Mulays and a detachment of the 9th.

Notwithstanding this formidable array, with the whole foreo rendy
§0 back them, the defenders shrank not from their duty. but
ouir brave fellows with renewed vigour and the breach wis s
defonded, that although the hedge was passed in a fow minutes, it was
nearly half an hour bofore a man of our's could stand upon the summit,
while bodies of the encmy, not only fired on our storming party from
the broken bastions on both flanks but others sallied round and attacked
them in the spaco within tho hedge. At | f Talios
fiftean minutes in this position, the wholo of the enemy in the bres
Killed by hand-granades, and heavy shot thrown over among th
eeded in mounting the breach and the rosistance aft

aftor a strug

h being

our
rwards

our granadiers
in the body of the place and killed threo of them. Our cavalry now
under the command captain Doveton, with James Grant b overad
from his wound, had boen posted with four gallopers, near the astern fa
t0 arrest the fugitives.

A general pan d the enemy and they flod from their
assnilants as fast s possible. But no snoner had they got clear of the
fort, than they formed into two solid columns and thus retreated, boset
but not dismayed, by our ouvalry, who attacked them in flank and rear and
suceeoded in utting off six-hundred. Tho remainder, however, made good
their rebroat and a column of about two thousand ultimately escaped. Four
liundred and fifty dead bodies of tha enemy were also found in the fort
those killed on former ocoasions having been disposed of outside to the
enstward.

Our loss on this day was Lioutonant Gilohrist; of the 74th, &
remarkably fine young man, and a most gallent soldier, who had distin-
guished himsolf s0 much as to bo beloved by the whole force.  Licutenants
Spalding and Campbell of the 776h and Lioutenant Fraser of the th killed.
Lieutenant n, Scoteh Brigade, Captain whitleo of the Malays,
Lientenant Valoutino Blacher of the st Cavalry ; Licntanant Campball of

~uhe 74th and Lieutenant Birch of the 4th sounded. Licutenant Blacker




was piked in two or threo places, but emula James m
always tho foremost in dangor, he would mN:.‘dn, wotil our b
sounded the recall.  Europeans killed ninoteen, and wounded

Natives killed twenty four and wounded ninety six making a total in
Officers of two hundred and twonby three,

To us, who had suffered 50 sovarely in our unsucsessful assult, o
sight of the intorior of this abominable dog-kennel was most & socepke
able. the moro so, as this was the first time it had even been taken by
storm. though frequently attempted. Nothing could equal ths surprise
and disgust which filled our minds at beholding the wretohed holes under-
gound, in whioh a body of three thousand men and for somstims their
fumilies also had so long contrived to exist. No langusge can paint the
horrors of the picture. To sholter thamsolves from shot and. shells, they
liad dug these holes in every part of the fort and though some, might
oocasionally be out to the east-ward, yot tho place must always have
boen excessively crowded. The north-west bastion, our old  brench,
attracted our particular attention and desoription of it will therefora
serve for every other in this fort. 1t was about fifteon foat high on
the outside and nearly square ; the face wo hreached was thirty foek
long and a parapet of about threa foot thick at the summit, gradually
increased sluping down into the centre, which was barely ~sufficient. to
contain about forty men the passage in the gorge being only wide enor
to admit two at a timo. The depth in centre, being originally on w
lovel with the interior, was increased as the top mouldered down, 80 a8
to leave tho defenders entirely sheltered from evorything but the shells
and shot, which we had lattorly used moro by sccident than design,
Theso were of course, thrown over from the outside and norshing else
oould have secured us the victory, since every man in he lsst brench
was killed and the passuge blocked up bofore our granadiors obtained &
footing above. Their long pikes, used in such a sheltored spot, must
be most powerfully effcctive. No wonder, then that every man who
4ot to the top was instanily pieroed and thrown down again.  He could
at bis enemy, and indeed could sarcely tell from whenoe the
A, The systom of dofence adopted by these swvages would
Jiave done oredit to any enginoor. Nothing could surpass. it but their
d porseverance.  Had the bastion beon solid or their. defonsive
weapons unly musquots and bayonets, we should not have had mortifioa-
tion 1o Lo before it for two months anl lid our cavalry been moro efficivnt.
had o continuanco of this warfare for six monbha
fugitive phalant, making good it's retreat to Sherewele, was

thero joined by twonty thousand men of the Murdors.

Bofore I quit this place for ever, my plans and sketohos boiag the
ouly memorials of it that now exist for it was razod to the ground and
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ploughed all over but a few months afterwards, I must pay a parting
tribute to the memory of one of the bravest and most cheerful fellows [
everknow. Michael Fgan, one of the first day fell pierced through the body
and we all thought him dead. When the retreat was sounded and a rush
not the most ereditable, was made in opposite direstion, T was employed
in supporting or rather carrying off a wounded granadier of the 74th o

laoking behind me, T saw poor Egan riso from the ground and run a fow
yards pursued by pike-men. The firsy impulse might have loft wo by
his side but where I could reach the spot, ha was piked through and through
and feel to rise no more in this world. His mangled body was wept over
next morning, not only by his brother officers, but by every native
officer and sepoy of the corps. Michael Egan was a manly honest, and
liberal fellow with a frame of iron and wanting only a little more educa
tion to have insured a rapid advancement in tho world. ~ As, living, he was
boloved by every man who know him, so he was lamented by them de
and the friend who now with an aching heart attempts to record his worth
paid the Inst sad tribute to his remains when entered on the field of battlo,

Having already introduced one native soldier to the reador, I can-
not closs tho Panjalam coorchy annals, without marking mention of
another equally distinguished and equally unfortunate in the successor to
Subadar Sheik Edraum of the bodyguard. His nam has oseuped me, but

s conduct is engraven on my memory, nbver to be forgotten emulating
‘his noble commander, now much enfeebled by his wound but still the fore-
most amongst the enomy, this native offiicor pierced through the whole
column more than once, out down four or five of the enemy himself and
at lust fell covered with wounds and was afterwards found perfeetly lifo-
loss. 1 could mention many others but they would extend my journal to
an unressonable length, not having, however done our poor allies
sufficiont justive. Considoring tho share they took in the whols sorv
1 shall coneludo this part of my narrative with tho dssth of ono of their
chief. Mortally wounded, he desired that his body might imm intely be
earried to Major Macaulay, who was at the time surrounded by his
Fnglish Officers. The old man who was placed upright in a ohair. thon
anid with a firm voico L bave como to show the English how & poligar
can dio”. ~He twisted his whiskers with both hands as he spoko and. in
that attitudo oxpired.

‘The three companies of the 9th, under Captain Hazard being left
with the pioneors to dostroy tho fort, & work by no mouns to bo enviyed
on the 26th of May, the Company of the 16th, undor Captain M’ Donnell,
ws sent_ten milen off to garrison Tutucorine, whioh tho enemy hud
abandonod.
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A note on the Seven Pagodas

RaMASwANY

Foroigners appear in Mamallapuram’s history in two widely
separated opochs. In the first centuries of the Christian era foreign
snilors and merchants thronged the port city. The first refe
Mumallapuram in the second epoch of the forcignors, who always
Seven Pagodas, is usually taken to bo that dated 1552 But there is
good ground for believing that Seven Pagodas was kuown to fo
even in the fourteenth century. This surmise derives from an exprossion
in Gasparo Balbi's book of voyages pertaining to the
he paid in 1682, Samuol Purohas translated this parti
*About thren of the clock the next morning (May 30, 1

2) we came to a
place which is called the Seven Pagodas, upon which are cight ploasant
hillockes not very high .. .’

Balbi, Venetian jeweller, came to the east to trade. After staying
some time in Diu and Goa, he journeyed to Sri Lanka. Tt was i
from that island to Mylapore that he passed by Mamall
nal Italian expression in Balbi's text is Sette Pagodi di Chini. Thore swas
then & notion among foreign visitors, but not among the Indisns, that the
Chinese had traded with the Coromandal const
in the past. Now in the Catalan map of 1375 thera appenrs in the plac
ocoupied exaotly by Mamallspuram in relation to Mylupore, thers culled
Mirapore, tho exprossion. Setemelti. Colonel Henry Yule, the suthor of
Cathuy and the Way Thilter, suggests that Setemel 1s
Temple ot Seven Pagodus. Thore can be little doubt that he is riht
The location of the site both in itself and oy
this. The Catalan map rosognises the
first timo. and Marco Polo's results aro shows .
appreciated. Polo did ot visit Mamall,
Mylapore. There he must have heared of )
talked of the Seven Pagodas. Not one
did. This was for an obvious renson sited
the site oould ever think that thoro are soven pagodus there, whother
by pagodas are meant tomples or tomple towers, y
sailors in the ships passing by (Mamallapuram had co
by now) the namo would have appeared intorosting. 1f this surmice is
acoepted, it takes tho boginning of Mamallupuram's wodern histary buck
from the sixteenth to the fourteenth century. E

lo sailing
lapuram. The origi

and ov

n settled down there

pe the
bo thoraughly
lapuram, but be did come to
Mamaliapuram. Only foreigners
Indian author or i soription
Nobody who has personally
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