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C. ARANGANAYAGAM Fort St. George
Minister for Education Madras-600009
Government of Tamilnaduy 27-12-80

The Government of Tamilnadu, under a special scheme of
publication of unpublished Tamil Manuscripts have come forward
to undertake the printing and publishing of all the available
unpublished Tamil Manuscripts in the State. Necessary funds
towards the publication have been provided for the purpose. It
is estimated that several hundred unpublished Tamil manuscripts
dealing with native medicines, mathematics, music, fine arts, and
literary compositions of various nature, are lying unpublished in
different Manuscripts Libraries of this State and also in other
parts of the country. Various Manuscript Libraries in the State,
have been approached to make available their unpublished texts
for publication. The authorities of these Manuscripts Libraries
have come forward with interest and enthusiasm to afford
necessary facilities for the same. Eminent Tamil Scholars,
well-versed in the art of editing have been requested to take up
the work of editing. Under the scheme the texts will be critically
edited with suitable foot-notes and brief introductory analysis
bothin English and Tamil for the benefit of researchers and

scholars. The selection of manuscripts, copying and editing
have been entrusted to the Tamilnadu State Department of

Archaeology.



So far the texts of 75 manuscripts have been copied and a

number of them edited and are made available 1n printed
form in this series. I am_thankful to all the institutions

and scholars who have come forward to join the Government
in this venture. It is only a beginning and I do hope
that all the available texts will be in the hands-of scholars,
educational institutions ane public Libraries, so that the contri-
bution of the Tamils through the centuries in different fields will
be available for the proper understanding and comprehension of
the Tamil Language Literature and Culture.

C. ARANGANAYAGAM
27-12-80.



INTRODUCTION

The manuscripts published under this title ‘‘Palayap-
pattukalin Varalaru” were collected by Col. Mackenzie, the
well known collector of historical documents and Literary
manuscripts. These are well known to historians as
Mackenzie Manuscripts and are now preserved in the Govern-
ment Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras. Summaries of
these Manuscripts have appeared in English and the Madras
University has published one volume i1n English edited by
Dr. T. V. Mahalingam. Even in this edition only the sum-
mary of the texts are given. The entire collection has not
been published in original so far. We are now publishing
the entire collection in original in four volumes.

A perusal of the text shows that, Mackenzie collected
these family history of the erstwhile Palayappattu Pattak-

karars and Zemindars, to prove their claim for titles and
previleges and hence these are the most valuable documents

which show the transition from the native administrative
set up and life to the colonial yoke and how steadily the
independence of the local lords were eroded. It is interest-
ing to note that many of these families were able to give
sufficient account of their ancestors. Most of them were
able to recollect as far back as 16th century and some
upto 14th century, beyond which the tradition 1s unable to
bear any authenticity. In some cases, they plainly said that
they have lost their family history in the political unrests
and efflux of time. Many of the decendents of the families

are still alive though reduced in their status.

The collection of the family history of the erstwhile
local chiefs, besides throwing light on their way of function-
ing, provides ample evidence on the social customs and
manners, that were prevalent in 16th to 18th centuries A. D.
This aspect has not been {ully utilised by Sociologists and
hope that this series will provide the basis for further

research.

Dr. R. Nagaswamy
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