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FOREWORD

With this pioneering work, based on epigraphical records,
on Rajendra Vinnagar at Mannarkoil, Thiru R. Tirumalai,
ushers in a new era in our understanding of the past.
South India abounds in early and mediaeval records, inscribed
mainly on temple walls, and these have been utilized by early
scholars mainly for reconstructing political history. Commenting
on the undue attention devoted to political history, Prof
K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, the doyen of South Indian historians,
wrote in an address, that °‘such criticism, whatever its validity
at other times, appears to be somewhat inopportune at the
present moment because it 1s yet too soon to turn our attention
away from the study of political history. Any picture of social
life, if it is to be of real significance, must have a firmly estab-
lished chronology to fit into.”” While this statement had
its validity when Sastri wrote 1t in 1929 enough work
has been done subsequently by the learned professor
himself, in the field of political history, his work on
the Cholas being the most outstanding contribution on
the subject. Though this political framework has been estab-
lished fairly well, and Sastri himself showed the way for
analysing the administrative and social life of the people in his
book on ‘the Cholas’, very little was done subsequently on this
field. The reasons are not far to seek. Prof. Sastri, recognizing
the difficulties in the process of enquiry, has brought out two
important points by saying (i)} ““In the inscriptions of
South India are to be found many technical terms
bearing on social, economic, military and administrative
matters. A correct understanding of these terms i1s an essential
preliminary to the reconstruction of social life of the period™
and (ii) ‘‘the scientific study and interpretation of the
sources of South Indian history has not advanced far beyond
the elementary stages. The temptation 1s very strong to forge
ahead with sweeping conclusions drawn from stray facts without
waiting for the chain of evidence to be completed.”

1 P. 38, Journal of the Madras University, 1929.



In Thiru R Tirumalai, Prof. Sastri has found a brilliant
disciple, who could carry on the historical tradition on a scienti-
fic plane but from a refreshingly new angle. By virtue of his
deep understanding of the traditional rural customs and wis-
dom, and also as a distinguished administrator of the civil ser-
vice at the district, State and national levels combined with his
studentship under Prof K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, Thiru Tirumalai
has a penetrative understanding of various technical terms emplo-
yed in epigraphs and makes them speak with authenticity. How
difficult 1s the task may be illustrated with the interpretation
of the phraseology ‘Kadamai Kolla Kadan Parrimaiyil’ attempted
by the learned professor himself and how Thiru Tirumalai inter-
prets the usage meaningfully in this work. Drawing upon his
vast experience in revenue, land, irrigation, highway and
financial administration, the author is able to give us the most
appropriate tmport, which makes this a mature and valuable
study. It may also be seen that no sweeping generalisation or
speculative interpretation is allowed to appear in the book.

As the temple was the centre and focus of the life and
activity of the township, the history of Rajendravinnagar at
Mannarkotl is taken as the subject of study which *‘ fans out
into the history of the tract, of the society, its organised
behaviour, and of the administrative institutions local and
royal’. Apart from unfolding the history, the book is made
aseful by the addition of a glossary, which by itself is a very
valuable contribution, and the text of 1nscriptions, accurate
maps and plates

This study has led Thiru Tirumalai to make another signifi-
cant contribution on ‘* Township Studies in Pudukottai tract >’
dealing with varieties of Townships and various aspects of thier

functioning such as irrigation, civil, police and judicial
administrations.

The Institute of Epigraphy, State Department of
Archaeology, Tamilnadu State, is thankful to Thiru Tirumalai
for making available this valuable work, to be brought out as
a publication of the Department.

R. NAGgaAswAMY



PREFACE

This is a reconstruction of the authentic history of a
Cola-Pandya Temple, Rajendra-Vinnagar in the township of
Rajarajacaturvedimangalam. It is based almost entirely on
the epigraphic records in this temple and other inscriptions
in the vicinity. The account closely follows the texts of
the inscriptions and necessarily utilises all the data that
they yield.

Maitland wrote “There can be no history of Township
but only of Townships”. For the former will easily be subject
to the fallacy of what Prof. Sastri used to criticise as ‘histori-
cal averaging’. If this account puts a premium on the inti-
mate details and local colouring in the epigraphic sources,
it also attempts to steer clear of that solecism.

| am grateful to the Director-General of Archaeology,
Sri. B. K. Thapar, Government Epigraphists Sri P. R. Srinivasan
and Sri K. G. Krishnan for unstintingly helping me with
several texts of unpublished inscriptions and for permission
to append some of them to this book.

Dr. R. Nagaswamy, State Director of Archaeology, Tamil
nadu, was the main source of encouragement, and but for
his help and assistance in more ways than one, this work
would not, perhaps, have come out so well and so soon.
| am most indebted to him for his kind foreward and the
several plates for illustrating the account and the prompt

and neat printing of this work. | am indebted to Sri °
C. N. Ramasubramanian (New Delhi) for painstakingly typing
the manuscript with speed and elegance. | am also

thankful to TFhiru T.S. Selvaraj, the District Collector,
Tirunelveli, who has helped me with some of the photo-
graphs illustrated in this work.



| only hope this little humble effort will fully conform
to the high standards of historical scholarship set by my
Professor K. A. Nilakanta Sastri under whom | had the pri-
vilege to be a Research Scholar and with whom | have had
life long association thereafter, and that this will be worthy
of my discipleship under him. This temple is located in
a part of the same Township from where he hailed. And
hence this book is appropriately dedicated to his memory.

R. TIRUMALAI
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Rajendra Vinnagar is the Visnu shrine dedicated to Sri Veda-
naradyana in Mannarkoil village, Ambasamudram Taluk, Tiru-
nelveli District in Tamilnadu State. It is about three kilometres
from Ambasamudram Railway Station, and 1.5 kilometres from
Tirunelveli-Tenkasi Road (via) Ambasamudram. It is picture-
squely located in the amphitheatre that descends from the Podi-
gai Hills (Western Ghats), and lies in between the Tambraparni
and Gatana Rivers. The rivers are called in Cola inscriptions as
Mudikonda Colapperaru and Rajarajapperaru respectively'.

Rajendra Vinnagar formed part of the ancient and big Brahma-
daya village of Rajardja Caturvedimangalam in Mullinadu in
Mudigonda cholavalanadu in Rijaraia Pandinadu. This Brahma-
deya village was very extensive. Its southern hamlets were
[langoikudi (Ambasamudram Town) and Kallidaikkurichi;? its
eastern hamlets were Attalanallur;® Cokkangulam;* Valudiyur.*
[daigal (Vadatalaikkalam) was its north-eastern hamlet.® Its
north-western hamlet was Kaderu (Alvarkuricci). ¢*Pappar-
kurucer’” was its first hamlet.* Thus, the ancient Rajarajacatur-
vedimangalam had comprised ail the villages and hamlets with-
in 4:83 to 6'44 K. mts. radius with the existing Brahmadesam
Village as 1ts centre.

The whole tract along the course of the upper reaches of
Tambraparni and the Ghatana rivers seems to have been coloni-
sed during the Cola times. after the conquest of the Pandya
territory by Rajaraja, and his son Rajendra I. Especially after
the establishment of the Cola Viceroyalty under Rajendra’s son
Jatavarman Sundara Cola-Pandya with Mathurai as his Capital
(A.D. 1017-18) there could have been waves of movement of

1 ARE 169/1901: E.1. X1 pp. 292 ff.
2 ARE 321-1916; 3 4291916 4 ARE 455-1916
5 483.1916 6 502-19016 7 348-1916




2 RAJENDRA VINNAGAR

colonists from the Cola country, founding new townships and
extending cultivation in the valleys up the course of the two
rivers. The reference to Alvarkuricci and Kadayam villages as
Kaderu (forest-bound) implied the limits upto which cultivation
was extended, and that the forests at the foothills of the Ghats
lay beyond.

Ilankoikudi itself dated back to the 7th century and beyond.
The Tiruppottudaiyanayanar Temple (now known as Ericcavu-
daiyar temple) at Ambasamudram had a grant made by the
Pandya Emperor, Varaguna Maharaja alias Maranjadayan of
the first Pandyan Empire, while the King was camping at Arai.
sur on the banks of Pennar.! Velakurucci was also said to be a
hamlet of Rajarajacaturvedimangalam.” But the new townships
founded after the Cola conquest had been named after the
ancient places of those names in the Cola country, perhaps,
nostalgically, for those who had come from that tract to settle
down south. Tiruppudaimarudur, Colakulamanikkam (Vellan-
golli), Ten-Tirubhuvanam, Ten-Tiruvarur® (Idaikal) would recall
the place-names of the more famous townships of the same
names in the Cauvery delta.

Rajarajacaturvedimangalam itself had twelve ceris (streets)
named after the scions of the Royal Cola family. These were:
RAJARAJACCER]I, MUMMUDICOLACCERI, ARULMOLI-
DEVACCERI, NITHAVINODACCERI, COLENDRASINGA-
CCERI,-all after the titles or surnames of Rijaraja 1. Sundara-
colacceri was named after his father, Parantaka; Vanavanma-
devicceri after his mother, Uthamacolacceri after his predeces-
sor, Sembianmadevicceri, after Uthamacola’s mother, Kunda-
vaicceri after his sister, Pancavanmadevicceri and Lokamadevi-
cceri after Rajarja’s queen. These names occurring in a record
of Jatavarman Sundaracola-Pandya (a.p. 1033-34)', were no
longer found to be in vogue but the twelve ceris of the Town-
ship were still represented in a record of the Mahasabha’s pro-

ceedings of Kollam, 653, Ani month (A.D. 1477)" and they were

1 EIVol IX pp. 92.93 ff - -

9 ARE 303-1916 - -« 3 401-1961 o
4 ARE 1091905 EI XI pp. 292 f ,
5 ARE 311-1916 T.A.S. IX pp. 12-13



INTRODUCTION 3

numbered as one to twelve."! The names of the severa: Brahmin
residents acting for the Mahasabha suggested that they were
either from the Cola country or even from further north from
Andhra country, like Irumkandi, Korovi, Karambiccettu.

It was in the melieu of the Imperial Cola conquest of the
Pandya country, and the further subjugation of the Ceras by
Rajendra Cola, that the temple of Rajendravinnagar was found-
ed by the Cera Ruler, Rajasimha and i1t was named after the
Cola suzerain, Rajendra. From the 38 records in the temple sup-
ported by collateral inscriptional evidence from elsewhere we
could date fairly accarately the origin of the temple, the several
grants made to it, the additions it progressively had, spannmg
nearly seven centuries from A.D. 1021 to A.D. 1605.

The thirty eight inscriptions could be grouped as under. 10
inscriptions of the Cola, Cola-Pandya Viceroyalty. 15 of the
Pandyas of the ‘Second Empire”’. Seven pertain to the period of
Tiruvadi Chieftains whose rule extended to the southern portions
of Tirunelveli district. Six belonging to the Vijayanagar and post
Vijayanagar periods. The aim is to let the epigraphs speak for
themselves, with sparse comments, and to present the history of
the temple as it had unfolded itself through the ages, retaining the
contemporaneous flavour, as much as it can be conveyed through
an alien medium.

-——

— e w—— — =

1 Was it an accident that Uthiramerur caturvedimangalam

- had also only 12 ceris (Studies in Cola History p- 146)or

did all Caturvedimangalams or Brahmadeya villages have,
uniformly, twelve ceris?



CHAPTER TWO

THE TEMPLE - DESCRIPTION

The temple complex at Rajendravinnagar has its principal shrine
dedicated to God Sri Vedanarayana and an additional utsava-
murti of Rajagopala, consecrated years later; perhaps in Nayak
times? A separate shrine on the northern side in front of the
Vaikunta Ekadasi Mandapam is consecrated to Sri Kulasekhara
Alvar, one of the Vaisnavite Alvars and Cera ruler who abdica-
ted and dedicated himself to Vaisnavism. A popular tradition
would even have us believe that Sri Kulasekhara Alvar spent his
last days in this village But epigraphic evidence clearly reveals
the truly historic origin of this temple in the early 13th century.
This tradition hence has no basis.

The temple is situated in an area of three acres It is briefly
noticed in the “Temples of Madras State” published in the
Census Volumes of 1961, but the account therein is full of inac-
curacies It is also noticed in *“Middle Cola Temples” by Sri1
S. R. Balasubrahmanya Iyer -

Description : The inner sanctum sanctorum and the Sri Vima
nam above with two floors, the hall in front, ardhamandapa and
the inner prakara, that enclosed the sanctum sanctorum upto
the present second entrace constituted the oldest part of the
temple There was an inner-most prakara around Garbhagrha
which had originally an access from the Ardhamandapa but it is
now closed. Such an entrance on the southern wall of the Garbha-
grha exists, but the opening in the northern wall 1s closed and
walled up.

There is also a small vent on the southern wall of the mukha-
mandapa where, perhaps, the original entrance to the stairs
leading to the two shrines, in the upper talas (floors) on the Sri
Vimana existed. This showed that even the inner structures had
undergone modifications in subsequent renovations. The disloca-

1 Cenuss (1961) Publication: Vol IX-Part XI-D at pp. 349
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ted stone-slabs containing fragments of inscriptions on the wall
will also confirm such remodelling and renovation from time to
time.

The garbhagrha and ardha-mandapa on the ground floor cons-
titute a unitary block measuring on the outside 13'5 metres in
length and 12:32 metres in breadth and 4°46 metres in height.
The garbhagrha of the adi-tala is of the Sandhara type. double-
walled, with a narrow passage going all round the cella of the
garbhagrha.

Tne two upper talas or floors have counter-part chambers for
the garbhagrha and ardhamandapa on the ground floor. The roofs
are made of brick and mortar and supported by wooden beams
and rafters, which are beautifully carved.

The superstructure over the third tala consisted of the griva
and a sala-type (barrel roofed) crowned by three stupas of brick
and mortar. There are salas on the south, west and north faces
of the third tala where koshtas contain images of Yoga Daksina- -
murti, Narasimha, and Brahma respectively. They are rep:ated
in the Griva-koshtas. Garuda figures in all the four corners of
the Sikhara. (Middle Cola Temples-S R.B. pp. 383-384)

The main shrine is dedicated to Lord V&daniriyana in the
standing posture, and the inscription refers to the ““Great Lord
who - was pleased to stand in Rajéndravinnagar’® (Rajéndra
Vinnagarathuninraruliya Paramasvamigal). Sri Védanarayana is
flanked on either side by Sri Vedavalli and Bhuvanavalli dévis.
Brigu and Markanideya are seated on the ground, in the posture
of worshipping the Lord. On the southern wall is a painting of
Brahma, and on the northern wall Siva with the Nitya-Suris
Surya and Candra depicted on the rear wall. Separate shrines
for the Deévis in the inner prakara are later additions.

Built 1n granite, the moulded basement of the Garbhagrha
adhistanam has the typical yali frieze of the Cola period, run-
ning through the Prakara on the three sides, north, west and
south. A beautiful Vimana built over the sanctum is of brick
and plaster with fine stucco work and sculptures and floral
motifs. The twe tiers (tala) of the Vimana have two separate
shrines, one over the other, for Visnu in sitting and sayana
(reclining) poses. A circumambulatory passage runs through each
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shrine, the lower one being broader and the higher one narrower.
A wide panoramnic view of the villages and the paddy fields in
front, as far as eyes could see, and the Papanasam hills and the
Kadayam ranges at the rear can be had from these heights. It
would appear that a flight of steps from within the ardha or
mukha mandapa in front of the garbagrha had existed. But
these have been walled up, except for a slit at six ft. hesight Steps
leading from without from the first prakara are an inelegant
addition of a later age. This subsequent construction had also
caused the endings of the Cola-Pandya inscriptions to be built
in. Possibly, the mukha mandapa southern wall could have bcen
closed up later. The murtis in the temple are all covered with
plaster and painted, reminiscent of the Cera style (Patasasanar)
and not statues n granite (Silasasanar). Hence abhisekas are per-
formed only to the Utsava and not the Mula Murtis. The first
prakara as now in use has the kitchen, the yaga sala, the shrines
for the Devis on either side, Visvaksena, and the mandapa for
the Vahanas, and the store. Doubtless the prakaras on the west
served as places for imparting Vedas, and Prabhandas in olden
times There are no sculptures on the prakara walls.

From the ardhamandapa and mukhamandapa. we come into the
mahamandapa which, perhaps, was open on the sides but walled
up later and which again, has been expanded and added to. This
has a hitherto unnoticed 13th century inscription on the beam
which refers to provision for singing prabhandas (Vinnappam
seivar). It has recently been copied by the Government epigra-
phist. The current deities of Shri Rajagopalaswami with Andal
and Garuda on either side seated in the Visvanathan Koradu are
housed in the mandapam. The vahanas of Garuda, Hanuman
and copper-cast Sesa are kept on the southern side.

The second prakara, an addition during the early 13th
century, has a wide expanse, and on the northern side the
Paramapada gate (opening on the Vaikunta Ekadasi festival)
opens out into the mandapa used for the  Sattumurai festival
This mandapa is called Nalayiravan mandapa in the inscrip-
tions. An.open expanse in front of the mandapa has stone bases
on which a pandal is .usually , put up enclosing the frontage of
Sri Kulasekhara shrine. This, in mscription, 1s referred - to as
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“Udaya martandan pandal”. The seperate shrine for Sri
Kulasekhara, on which a detailed account is reconstructed below
1s an eariy 13th century addition. T

This shrine which faces south, ‘as distinctly borne out by the
inscriptions, was built in about A.D. 1209 and constructed: in
Jatavarman Kulasekhara’s time. The garbhagrha measures 419
metres (13”9 square) and the antarala projecting 2°87 metres
infront. There 1s an inner prakara. Its single floor structure has
a Griva, and an octagonal curvilimal sikhara. There are no
sculptures on the niches of the inner prakara walls but inscrip-
tions abound.

In front of the main shrine a main corridor with statues, and
separate shrines on the northern side for the Acaryas, Udayavar
Sr1t Ramanuja, and Manavalamamuni facing south are additions
and the imposing Balipita and the Dvajasthamba stand here,
There 1s a small shrine for Karuppannaswamti on the basement
of the front gopuram which has five tiers In front of the gopura
is the mandapa used during festivals, and a pandal mandapa
The Nayak rulers are represented by their statues in the wor-
shipping posture. A separate shrine exists for Garuda on the
north-eastern corner to celebrate his natal star (Adi-svati) where,
till recently, the conch used to be blown daily to herald the
dawn and the dusk*.

The temple 1s situated on an elevation with a flight of steps
leading upto it. Its Gopura can be seen miles around The
frontage with the main street sunk in front, is gradually, terra-
ced and finally slopes into the road that leads to Brahmadesam.

The temple has Vaikhanasa form of worship and has orna-
ments worth over Rs. 21,730/-. The landed property yields an
annual rental of Rs. 2,602/-. The H. R. C. E. Department** is
incharge of the temple.

There is a big car which is in disrepair. Kulasekhara Alvar .
has had also aseparate small car and his shrine has also a

¥ The following T zruppavax extract is apposite:
Pullum Silambinakan Pullarayan Koilil,
Vellaiviliccangin Peraravam Kettilayo?"
(Tiruppavai v-6)
** Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments
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Dvajasthamba and a festival in the month of Masi (when his
aatal star falls) used to be celebrated. The car has been sold

away recently, and the Dvajasthamba is utterly damaged, and
broken and the copper-plating therefrom has been, and is being

ﬂt(’len- . .



CHAPTER THREE

THE ORIGIN AND
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE TEMPLE

The epigraphic data presented below help us to identify three or
four distinct stages in the building and expansion of the temple
The sanctum sonctorum, the 8r1 Vimana with two talas on top.
and the ardha mandapa 1in front dedicated to Sri Vedanarayana
were the oldest part. The inner-most prakara now blocked up
which still bas an access on the south from within the san-
ctum sanctorum should have been built then, in the early deca-
des of the 1lth century. Some stone slabs with fragments of ins-
criptions of the early 11th century built into the prakara wall
might perhaps indicate the use of the slabs from some earlie.
structure or alternatively, the inscribed slabs had become dis-
arranged in the process of a later reconstruction. If the sanctum
sanctorum had been seldom disturbed during later renovations
the former, perhaps, could be considered to be the more probable.

The second stage could be dated in the early decades of the
13th century, when the second prakara was built, after acqui-
ring some house sites. The separate shrine for Kulasekhara was
also built through this period. Some additional endowments
were made by the Tiruvadi Chieftains, about three centuries later
(mid 16th century) which could oe considered to be the third
stage in the history of the temple. The last and final stage when
the temple had almost attained its extant form was in the later
half of the 16th century, when a new Koradu (platform) for Sr1
Rajagspala was built in the mahdmandipa. The front gopura,
the mandapa in front of it, with a ‘pandal’ mandapa within, the
additional shrines for Sri Ramanuja and Sri Manavalamamuni
could be dated in the later Vijayanagar or early Nayak times.
The recorded eyidence has ceased with the early 17th century
inscription giving details of the Teppakulam (Tank) buiit by a
Cetti-Nayak benefactor. |
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The Origin

A record of! Rajendra Cola’s 24th regnal year (A.D. 1036) of
the 118th day has stated that this temple was erected by (Cera-
manar) the Cera ruler, Rajasimha and named after the Cola
suzerain. While Rajendra Cola was residing within the Palace
at Kancipuram, having his dinner in the hall called ‘Rajendra
Cola Brahmadirajan’ he ordered the revenue from occupied
lands (Kanikkadan) to be granted to the temple.

" The earliest record in this temple is of the fourth year of
Jatavarman Sundara Cola Pandya (A.D. 1024)°. The Mahasabha
of Rajarajacaturvedimangalam metin an ambalam (common hall)
and allocated lands for the gardeners, and house sites for the
temple servants viz. gardeners, pipers (uvaccu), potters, and
dancing girls who hold lamps, and plait garlands, and the
labourers and shepherds who have to supply ghee to the
temple’ lamps and other service holders of the temple.
The boundary-description for these garden lands and house
sites, though availahle only in an incomplete form, were as
follows: “‘to the north of the west mangala street and west
éntrance, and also to the north of the temple and the courtyard,
to the south of the north-western corner, to east of the wall, to
the east of the western-corner end of the wall, north of the
western entrance’”. These garden lands could be located in the
present outer prakaras of the temple, enclosed by the outer
prakara wall. The house-sites for the temple service-holders, it
would be interesting to note, corresponded to the northern part
of the North Car Street where even today the descendants of
these service-holders reside. Evidently, royal munificence iy
ercctmg ‘the temple was followed by the Mahasabha (Brahmm-
Township Organisation) makmg prov151ons for the temple and

Its service- -holders.
- Two years later (A.D. 1026)° when- Jatavarman Sundara Cola

Pandya was seated inside the Palace hall, Rijendra Colakkara-
na Vllupparayan-was the hall named after the Tlrumdnd!ra olai-

1 ARE 112-1908 !
2 'ARE 107-1905 ‘SII XIV PD. 68.60
3 ARE 108-1905; SII XIV p. 69
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THE ORIGIN AND ESTABLISHMENT OF THE TEMPLE 11

nayagam, (the chief who reduces into writing the royal orders
or Chancellor) of the same name signing this document?-he
granted the Kanikkadan or revenue-yield in paddy from the occu-
pied land in the village of Manabharanacaturvedimangalam from
the Pasana (Il crop) or Rabi of the sixth regnal year. The record
was attested by a number of Revenue Officials; besides the Chan-
cellor...““vidai-Adigarigal, Puravuvari Tinaikkalam and Pattolai.

In A D. 1033 the Mahasabha of the Rajarajacaturvedimanga-
lam had sold* 14.75 veli and 2 ma of land (or 98 acres and 1
eent) to this temple. The lands were situated to the west of the
hamlet Pambundri, Idai-Kunravetti, to the east of Rajaraja-
vinnagar? Temple devadana, to the north of Tanporundam-Mum-
madicolapperaru (Tambraparni) river and to the south of Raja-
rajapperaru (Ghatana). The total area comprised the following:

I Wet land 2 crops. 6 wettings land 6 veli

2 Wet reclaimable land (malukkadu) 3 veli

3 Dry reclaimable land (punsey) 3 veli

4 Wet land 2 crops (6 wettings land) 1 veli 7ma*
5 Wet land | crop’® 7 ” 5 veli**

6 Wet land in the outer ayacut of Pulkkulam-

Varimayilatti a hamlet of the village-1 crop® 5 veli
-7 The land hable to submersion in the fore-

shore of the tank in Sl. No.6 ... 2 crops S vel
Total 14 75 veli 2ma
Abstract 8.75vel1 2ma ... double crop 1
3 veli ... wet reclaimable
3 veli .. dry " .

The mahasabha having obtained the full price (not specified)
from the temple, the document was drawn up to serve as both
a sale deed and a recetpt for the full payment made.

1 ARE 109/I905-E 1. XI p 295 {. Also S.I.I. XIV p. 74

2 This temple is not localisable; probably it was an earlier
Visnu temple in the big Brahmadeya Village.

3 This land is also of 2 crops, and the entry ‘crop is an
error as the total struck here and the accurate descrip-
tion given in the following inscription bear out. (10/1905)

* In Konadu, a Pidagai hamlet of the village.

In Kadayam Padayavili Kaderu (a hamlet near the foot hills).
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The signatories to the documents were all Brahmin residents
from various villages of nativity, each representing the ceri or
street to which he belonged. The ceris had, as already noticed,
the names of the several scions of the Cola family. The signa-
tories  were as below: Kottayur Sankaran Sivadivabhatta
Somayaji, Deva dévesa Narayanan of Tirupper; Kalidata
Bhatta Somayaji of Po(Ko?rovi; Sridhara Bhattan of Karam-
biccettu; Korovi Sri Madava Somayaji; Dévadévesan (Candran
of Kottam) Porkumara Kramavittan of Karipuram; Kiranur
Solaippiran Subrahmanya Bhattan of Ilayanambi Nimbai: Tiru-
varanga Narayana Kramavittan of Kundur, Bhattan and Soma-
nakkan of Idaiyarrukkudi. In additon to these members of the
Maha Sabha and Irasipurattu Yajnan, three more signatories
signed in Sanskrit: Narayanan s/o Vira of Sastamangalam;
Bhakta Bhakta Sastri; Solaippiran Subrahmanya. The Sabha
Accountant (Karanattan, Surri Sankaran Samanjappiriyan drew
up the deed by order of the Mahasabha.

The lands were situated in several villages within about five
miles radius from the temple, and were apparently in scattered
parcels.

Thereupon,' the King Jatavarman Sundara Cola Pandya on
the 139th day of his 13th year (A.D. 1033) while being seated in
the western mandapa (or ahead of) attathuveli (playground or
open theatre) in the palace at Rajéndra Solapuram passed an
order reconstituting the 1475 veli and 2 ma of land into a
separate hamlet called *“Cola Pandyanallur’ and deleted it from
the Brahmadeya account. adding it to the revenue-yieldings as
‘“vellan vagai’”. The entire revenue due to the State both in
cash and in kind due therefrom, aggregating to 1223 Kalams, 2
tuni, 1 padakku and | nalt and in cash. 74 kasu ‘5 ma were
granted to the temple for defraying the expenses on services
from the 13th regnal year. In addition, other miscellaneous
dues like alagerudu kasu, katcherudu kasu, urkalanju were also
to be paid to the temple as Dévadanairaiyili as was customary in
other Dévadana villages. Correspondingly, these dues were to
be deducted from the Rajarajacaturvedlmangalam accounts. The

1 ARE 110-1905; SII XIV pp. 75.76




THE ORIGIN AND ESTABLISHMENT OF THE TEMPLE 13

document gave the rates of State dues per veli as follow :-
For double crop wet 102 kalam 2 tuni 4 nali per veli
(1 veli =66 acres) plus Cash
7 kani, 1/2 kani, kil 8 ma.

Wet reclaimed land 108 kalam-1 padakku

Dry s s 3-5/8 Kasu or 3°625 kasu

The document was attested by a large heirarchy of Cola officers
in the following order: Tirumandira Olai; Tirumandira-olai
nayagam; The officers of Sirudanam; the Adhigarigal; Vidai
adigarigal; Kankani Mukavetti; Kanakkan and Pattolai. The
entry in the assessment register (vari) was attested by three
Puravuvari Tinaikkalaniyakams, and Kankani (superintendent).

Next year," again, in A D. 1034 the temple had purchased the
Brahmadeya village of Manabharanacaturvedimangalam from
two Brahmin residents of Nigarilicolacaturvedimangalam (1. e.
Sermadevi) in Mullinadu in Uthamicola-Valanadu, viz
Govindan Madavan Bhattan, and his brother Govindan Tiru-
vikraman who had acquired and had been enjoying the village
as ‘Guruparamparyam’ (for being preceptors) The boundaries of
the village were as follows: East of the devadana of Tiruppudai-
marudur, south of Nalladimankuricci included in Nigarili Cola
Caturvedimangalam, west and north of adjacent Viyaramalla-
mangalam. The property sold included all rights to trees, wells
house sites, and were sold away pouring water. Marudur
Narayanan Devadevesan, Marudur Kannan Madevan, and
Anuppur Ponnan had attested as witnesses.

In AD. 1036. the temple was visited by the Cera prince
Rajaraja’®. Perhaps, he was the son of the Cera ruler who foun-
ded the temple and was named after the Cola suzerain. While
he was standing on the top floor of the Gopura® (Gopurattu

1 ARE 106-1905 S.LI. XIV pp. 78-79

2 ARE 111-1905 S.I.I. XIV pp. 81-82

3 This phrase is incorrectly translated as ‘‘while present
at the Western Gopura' (p. 81 S.I.I. ibid) The reference
is more appropriately to the higher tier of the Sri Vimana
wheree as noted above, there are two shrines, one of which

is Vishnu in a reclining posture specially venerated
by the Ceras.
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Melai Nilaiyil) finding that the earlier Kanikkadan (inscribed
on stone) due to the temple from Manabharana caturvedi-
mangalam fixed at 3840 kalam, 2 tuni, 7 nali, as not capable of
being borne (kadamai kolla kadanparramyil) he added ten
velis more to the village. These lands had belonged to the
following holders: 2 velis each of: Sri Cera Kula Sundaran,
Madavan Jayapalan. Ilakkuvanan Uttama Pandyan alias
Bhucakra Kesari Muvendavelan, Velan Vira Colan alias Manu
Kularama muvenda velan. and I veli each of Sembonnadavallan
and Kurundankari. They were also entitled to the natham site,
and appurtenant trees etc The lands were on the tenure of
Kudiningakkaranmai (i.e. the tenants were not to be dispossessed
but to continue). The revised vadikkadan (i.e. fixed assessment
due) was 2600 kalams of paddy per year to be measured by the
Marakkal called Anavaradadanan of the temple, from the 16th
year of the King Jatavarman Sundara cola pandya. The land so
assigned were alienable by sale or mortgage. Sr1 Cera
Kulasundaran seemed to be a temple servant. The priest
(Nambu) Tiruvanandapuradasan, Sr1 Karyam Bhucakrakesarj
Muvendavelan were signatories; perhaps the latter was 1denti-
cal with oné of the holders of the land. The reference to the
earlier assessment inscribed on stone was, perhaps, a reference
to the incomplete record of 108/1905 of A D. 1026.

This Manabarana caturvedimangalam could be identified w1th
Manaramangalam (Rev. village No. 51) or Manamangalam
(village No. 50 ) in the Taluk map of Ambasamudram. An ins-
cription of the 13th year of .Jatavarman Kulasekhara in Pattan-
madai village refers to a Brahmin resident of Manabharana-
mangalam." A later inscription (A.D 1519) refers to the gift of
jand in Tengarai (south bank of river Tambraparni). Manara-
mangalam attachéd to Ra|arajacaturved1mangalam for main-
taining a sandhi after Ravwarman m Perarulalapperumal temple
“in the village. . . L
- In:this year too, (A.D .1036) an Imperlal Grant was made by
'Rajendra Cola-to the temple 1n his 24th.year, 1'18th.day. while
. Rajendra was inside the Kancxpuram Palace’ whﬂe -‘having his

T ARF 543.1916." &. f. 643-1916 from Sermadevi |
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dinner, seated in a hall called Rajendracola-Brahmadirajan,
he ordered the assignment of 3340 kalams, 2 tuni, 3 kuruni. 2
nali. and kasu 433.25 and araikani from the 78 veli, 9 mukkani
of land of Vellanvagai Tenure in Vinjanur in Kurumarainadu
in Mudikondacolavalanadu for the services and needs of thi-
temple from the 15th year of Jatavarman Sundara Csla Pandya,
his son (Pillaigalil) and viceroy in the Pandya country. The
record referred to the temple as having been erected by the
Cera Rajasimha '

The document as Prof. Sastri has noted. was significant in
several ways.? Besides establishing the chronology of Jatavar-
man Sundara-Cola Pandya’s viceroyalty, it showed how they
““enjoyed almost royal status and were allowed to issue order,
in their own regnal years’. It indicated the close contact main-
tained between the headquarters of the Empire and outlying
provinces. The jurisdiction of the Cola-Pandya Viceroyalty over
the Cera King was clearly established in that the Cera King
had built a temple in the Pandya country and named it after the
Cola Emperor. Perhaps, the colonists who had partly come to
settle from the Cera country could be of avail to the Ceras as
well, should there be any chance for their reasserting their inde-
‘pendence. But that was a farcry as it was the hey-day of the
Cola imperialism. The vast arry of officers of the administra-
tion and the detailed manner of communicating royal orders
would attest their grip over the administration In this very ins-
tance the orders of the Emperor were reduced to writing by
Tirumandira-olai Mummudi Colan and attested (oppu) by Tiru-
mandira-olainayagam and four others. This was ordered to be
entered in the Revenue records (Variyilittukkolga) by Rajendra
Cola-Brahmadirajan and so ordered by the officers (Adhigarigal).
Other officers who had to make entries in the Revenue account
or check or attest them were the puravuvari Tinaikkalattukka-
nakkan, Puravuvari Tinaikkalam. Mukavetti, Varipottakakka-
‘nakku, Variyilidupurakkudaiyan, Pattolai, the Puravuvari Tinaik-
kalam who maintained Devadana accounts, the Variythittan
Terippu (mutator) who entered this grant on the 154th day of the

1 A.RE 1121905 - _
2 Colas I p. 244 - Prof. K.A. Nilakanta Sasiri
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17th year of Jatavarma Sundara Cola Pandya. The extent of the
grant, and the quantum of its dues were reduced from Vellan-
vagai and quantum reduced (mudal Tavirndu) and they were
correspondingly entered as devadana for this temple. This docu-
ment was signed by Puravuvari Tinaikkalanayakan Puliyur
Kilavan and another official of the same designation, Perambala-
kkudayan.

There is yet another significance of this document. For two
hundred years later, a benefactor in this township Sri Sendalan-
garadasar built the shrine for Sri Kulasekhara Alvar within the
temple. and he relied on this grant, secured a true copy of the
boundary description of Vindanur, and reclaimed it from a
boundry dispute and settled the matter beyond all doubt and
further dug tanks, and reclaimed lands for the upkeep of the
shrine.! Vindanur in Kurumarainadu should be located in the
limits of Sambur Vadagarai village in Shenkottah Taluk, as
identified below.

There are but three other inscriptions of the Cola, Cola-
Pandya period. One of these is dated 14th year (A.D. 1034%) two
others®/' the dates for which are not traceable. All these provided
for ghee to be supplied by various shepherds who had 1eceived
gifts of buffaloes and cows from the Treasury (Bhandaram) of
Cera Rajasimha, and his son Rajaraja. Raman Arangan® had to
deliver ulakku ghee having received 25 cows from Rajasimha’s
Treasury. Perran Bharatan, against three buffaloes he had recei-
ved, alakku ghee; Malsurri, a Vellala residing in Valudiyur was
to deliver 1 alakku, 2 sevidu for 3 buffaloes he had received.
Sadayan Surri was allocated 2 buffaloes, and 4 cows. A surety
for onc of the recipients was by name Malaikurundanam. The
second incomplete record, built in at the end, referred to a reci-
pient, from the Treasury of (Céra) ruler, Rijaraja by name
Gandaradittan Piccan who had to measure ulakku ghee. The
14th year record registered a gift of 1/2 a lamp and lamp-stand
(of height I san, 2 fingers), and 16 cows with a shepherd
Sariyappugalccilaiviran who had to render alakku ghee
per day, by a servant (name lost: Adicci) of Seranmadeviyar,

I AR.E 4001916 2 A.R.E. 39216 S.I.L XIV p.80
3 A RE. 114-1905; 4 1131905
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the queen (Nambirattiyar) of Céra King, Rajasimha. Thus in
all, about 6°5 ulakku or 13/16 measure of ghee was to be deli-

vered per day to the temple. Also the ratio of ghee yield for one
buffalo was equal to that of four cows.

A sum-up

The main temple of Sri Rajendra Vinnagar Paramasvamin was
built in or around the year 1021-22 A b by Céra Rajasimha who
had, by implication, acknowledged the suzerainty of the Cola
Rajendra, and named the temple after him. Vinnagar was the
corruption of the term Visnugrha (Temple dedicated to Visnu).
The Cera rulers were known patrons of Vaisnavism. Father
(Rajasimha) and son Rajaraja had provided for the temple
services, by assigning and augmenting the dues from Mana-
bharanacaturvedimangalam, and by endowing cows and buffa-
loes for feeding the temple lamps with ghee. Doubtless, others
attached to the court had followed suit with their endowments.

The Mahasabha (the Township organisation of the Brahma-
deya village) of this big Township Rajarajacaturvedimangalam
of which the temple formed a part provided lands for the temple
gardeners, and the servants, the piper and other service-holders
and for their residence. Lands were also purchased by the temple
from the mahasabha and the king granted the State dues (kadamai)
m cash and kind therefrom, reconverting the Brahmadeya (or
tax-free agrahara) tenure into Vellan-Vagai (on tenancy), and
other lands were with occupancy tenants who had the right of
mortgaging or selling the lands. The temple had also likewise
purchased the Guruparamparya Village in Manabharanacatur-
védimangalam. Above all, Rajendra Cola had himself assigned
the revenue from the village vellan vagai lands of Vindanur to
the temple for its upkeep. By A.D 1036-37 the inain shrine had
become fully established. The total receipts in kind and cash
from the grants enumerated above (¢xcluding the proceeds from
the purchased Guruparamparya lands (which were not specified)
aggregated to 14,003 kalams, 7 tuni, 1 padakku, 2 nali paddy
and 1n cash 507-9/32 kasu as per details below:
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Paddy Cash

*K. T. P. K. N.

(1) Manabharanacatur- 3840 2 - - 7

)
védimangalam (4+)2600 - - - - j" o
(2) Cala Pandyanallur 1223 2 1 - 1 741/2ma
(3) Vindanur 3340 2 - 3 2 433 1/4+1/2 Kant
11003 7 1 - 2 5079/32 Kani

F - ¥ ] — A ey, . . alla S PP S, el TESSS—— i e R

It was not surprising that representative records of each
successive period of a strong ruler or dynasty had survived in
these inscriptions. The power to remit taxes, or endow shrines
or temples with grants or making additions was the most easily
recognisable and widely appreciated form of royal benefaction
and most ocular proof of authority and its exercise for social
and public good in those times. It was not an accident, then,
that the records surviving in the temple, as indelibly as if they
were engraved yesterday, were almost representative of each
dynasty or ruler that had been on the ascendant. They also
served as recorded landmarks in the expansion of the temple and
development of the Township.

* K=Kalam T=Tuni P=Padakku K=Kuruni N=Nali



CHAPTER FOUR

THE GROWTH AND EXPANSION UNDER THE
PANDYAS OF THE 1I EMPIRE

The second period in the growth of the temple had synchronised
with the Pandyas’ reassertion of their authority under Jatavar-
man Kulasekhara, and his able successor Maravarman Sundara
Pandya. A letter (niyoga)' had been addressed to the Sri Vais-
navas of Sri Rajendravinnagar from the mahasabha of Sri Raja-
rajacaturvedimangalam conveying that when it was proposed to
construct according to Sastras (Sastrarthatthinpadi) the second
prakara for the temple, land was found wanting on the eastern
side. Hence, lands to the west of the canal (kal) flowing to the
east of the eighth street (ceri), and all the house-sites in the east-
ern wing of the 12th street, and all house sites excluding the site
belonging to the deity already in the western wing of the same
street having been gifted away by the King, these sites were ex-
empted from the dues to the State, and added to the Cola Pandya
nallur®, the devadana village of the temple, from 25th Masi from
the 16th regnal year of Kulasekhara, and the boundary-stone with
the cakra emblem to demarcate this land was to be planted and
(the grant) engraved in stone and copper. This letter of the
mahasabha was attested by the following inrer alia:-
Valuvur Devadevesan Deivaccikaliyan
Valuvur Srikrshna Sanganathan

Paddanki Sr1 Narasimhan
Korovi Sridasan

Ol1 konrai....devan
Idaithurair Srt+ Krsna-

Sr1 Kailasamudayan
Idaithurai Kesavan-

Sr1 Kailasamudayan
Emaperur Alaglyamanavalan

1 A.R.E. 4081916
2 See Supra A.R.E. 110-1905




29 RAJENDRA VINNAGAR

Adanur Sri Satagopan, and
Kottayur Korravilli.

This record was engraved on the outer-wall of the Kula-
sekhara shrine, which itself was built about the 19th year of
Jatavarman Kulasekhara'. Perhaps, Kulasekhara referred to 1n
the above record might have been Jatavarman Kulasekhara
(A D. 1190-1217). This ruler had married a Cera princess, and
the Pandya ruler had promised a tax-free gift for a service in
the name of his brother-in-law (maccunanar) named Kodai
Ravivarman in an inscription in the Appan Temple at
Sermadevi.? While the King was seated in Kupakarayanallur n
Tenkarainadu in the 10th year of his reign this endowment was
made to Duvarapati Alvar for which lands were granted in
Karungulapparru in the eastern hamlet of Seravanmadevicatur-
vedimangalam. A rock-cut Vatteluttu inscription in Paccar-
kulam at Kilambur, close to Mannarkoil, refrrred to a ““Venat-
tuvarkon Iravivanman®”.

From these pieces of evidence it would be legitimate to infer
that following the matrimonial connections between the Pandya
ruler and the Cera Princess there would have been a free and
frequent flow of people from the Cera country either on account
of trade, or social or religious contacts. The influence of the
Cera royal family can also be traced in the attention paid to the
Vaisnavite shrines, towards expansion and erection of subshrines.

The shrine for Sri Kulasekhara Alvar within this temple was
clearly the contribution of one such Vaisnavite from the Cera
country, by name Vasudevan Kesavan alias Sendalangaradasar®,
who had belonged (originally) to Mullaippalli in Malaimanda-
lam (Kerala country). Sendalangaradasar, perhaps, might have
been the disciple of Sendalangara Mahamuni, a sanyasin and
had the dasyanama, perhaps after his Sanyasin-Guru. This
Sanyasin (Brahmavidvan) had his matha in the first Ceri of the
village.® A Tiruvalesvaram inscription® (of the 5th year of
Miravarman Sundara Pandya) names the first cer1 of Rajaraja-
caturvedimangalam as Papparkuricci.

1 A.R.E. 402-1916 4 “A.R.E. 402-1916
2 A.R.E. ©664-1916 5 A.RE. 404-1916
3 ARE. 518-1916 Also T.A.S. IX p. 19 6 A.R.E. 348-1916
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There was no doubt, that himself hailing from Malaimandalam
Sri Sendalangiaradasar was a great devotee of Kulasekhara
Alvar, and had desired to erect a shrine for the alvar within the
temple, itself a construction by a Cera ruler. But there was
something more than mere coincidence in the shrine for
Sri Kulasekhara being built and endowed during the time of
Jatavarman Kulasekhara Pandya, himself married to a Cera
spouse. The medieval mind was keenly sensitive to the ““double
entendre’’ motivation. Jatavarman Kulasekhara needed no
persuasion to visit the shrine for the alvar of his name during
the ‘masi’ festival (was it in honour of the alvar’s natal Punar-
vasu star falling in that month?). The king was termed the
«pillai’’ son (of God), and he granted lands, and remitted taxes
for the food and sandal offerings for ‘‘our’’ Kulasekharan (Nam-
kulasekharan). Royalty was hailed as a spark of Divinity, and
it was, as such, vested with a subtle appeal, to the person who
was on the ascendant, that was at once elevating and pleasing.

The record of the 19th regnal year' (A.0p 1209?) of Jatavarman
K ulasekhara set out the services rendered by Sri Sendalangara-
dasar quite succinctly. He had installed Kulasekharapperumal
in the Temple, and had made endowments for the shrine. He
had got released from the boundary dispute with the Nagarattar
(merchant-community) of Avani-martandapuram ahas Vindanur
i Kurumarai nadu and the urar of Puliyur tn Tenvarinadu and
with the Srivallanha-caturvedimangalam  people (also in
Kurumarainadu) certain lands already endowed as liruvidai-
yattam for Sri Rajendra sola Vinnagarattu Emberuman (i e. the
main deity) based on the copy ~f the original grant from Palace
Records (maligat) (catanapadiparttu) and argued for the restora-
tion of the old endowment (valakkuppesi) and settled the dispute.
He redeemed these lands. Thereupon. the Vindanur Nagarathar
gave a Dharmadana of their Karanmai rights (tenancy holding
rights) by pouring water. Sri Sendalangaradasar then reclaimed
these lands, and made them fit for cultivation, and excavated
tanks called Tiruvaykulappereri, laid and fixec boundaries, and

reclaimed the swaste.
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While the King, Jatavarman Kulasekhara was present at the
Nalayiravan-mandapam' listening to Tiruppavai (the sacred
hymns of 30 verses of Andal (Kothai) recitation during the masi
festival, Sri Sendalangaradasar supplicated to the King to assign
the Kadamai (the king’s dues) and other levies (from the re-
claimed lands) towards the food andsandal and other daily
offerings (Amuduppadisattuppadi ullitta-nimandangalukku). The
King was pleased to do so, announced the grant, and inviting
the Sr1 Vaisnavas of the 18 mandalams, the mahasabha of the
village, and the Sri Vaisnavas of Rajendravinnagar, he granted
the Kadamai, and antarayam and other state dues to defray
the kitchen expenses (Adukkalaipuram) to ‘our’ Kulasekhara.
He also gave a written order to that effect, and directed the
St1 Vaisnavas of the temple to likewise give an agreement (Pidi-
padu). . The broad (outer) boundaries of the lands so reclaim-
ed and released from the dispute; according to the copy of the
original grant-deed were: East: to the west of Sundarapandya-
puram, and Sri Vallabhacaturvedimangalam, South: to the north
of the open canal (Mallappana-Kal) West: to the east of
Puliyur and to the east of the old Highway going north-south
from Puliyur to Vindanur. Oun the north: to the south of the
ayacut fed from the channel which went to feed the tank excava-
ted by Tamiladarayan and Bagavan Tiruvarayakulam, and to the
south of the west-ward flowing canal at the end from the bund of
the tank. The grant given by the Sri Vaisnavas and the accoun-
tants of the Temple and priests was attested by the followin g:

Sr1 Hanumadasan

Tirumalirunjolai vallal

Tirukkurukur vallal

Tiruvarangappiriyan, Tiruvarangavallal,
Periya-koilamudu?

Tiruvarangattadan

Nilamaniamudu,

Tirumalirunjolaippiriyan
Tirukkurukaippirantidan

and the temple accountant, Sri Vaisnavappiriyan.

"

1 This mandapa facing east is in the same second prakara and
to the west of Sri Kulasekhara shrine, which faces south.
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Having settled the boundary dispute on the basis of the origi-
nal grant-deed, Sri Sendalangaradasar or his guru had also
caused to be engraved' on the walls of the temple the entire
proceedings of the survey of the boundaries and the detailed
traverse of the boundaries and engraved the record as found in
the original records of the Palace Office (Maligai mudarpadi-
Eduttuvandapadi). The term ‘maligai’ should be interpreted as
Palace-Office, as in the term ‘‘Maligai-Kankani and not as in
the first tier of the main temple’ as rendered by the epigraphist.
The boundaries were surveyed in the 9th year of Rajendra
Cola (1021 A p.). At that time Rajarajacaturvedimangalam was
in Madurantaka-valanadu of Rajaraja-Pandianadu. The officials
who carried out this land survey were:

Puravuvari Kankani - Vembunattu Kurandiyudayan
Tirumandira Olai Kankani ~ Andanattu-Cellurudaiyan
Ullalai Karuvulattu (the inner Treasury or archives)
Alariyakkankani® - Edirili-cola Brahmadirayan
Maligaikkankani — Irunjonattu Alatturudaiyan

the 4 Kankanis entered the field and asked tfor the boundaries
of Vindanur. Thereupon,

The maddiyattan (the township Executive) - Adiccan Ponnan,

The blacksmith (kollan) — Solai arasu alias Vindanur Kollan,

Carpenter — Malappadi Vemban alias Kurumurainattu Taccan,

Goldsmith — Budan Veélan alias Vindanur Tattan.

The Ur Parayan (the village menial) — Aivan Nambi, alias
Vindanur Parayan.

all these showed the boundary. Adanur was the village to
the east of Vindanur; commencing therefrom, after traversing
the detailed boundaries, measuarement was done by Rajarajankol
(the measuring rod). From the gross extent of 2130 kol deduc.-
tions were made for house-sites, vacant sites, old uncultivable
waste, grass land pasture, water spread, the hills, and rocky
p itches, the temple site, the assembling place or village common
Tirumukkal vattam, the temple grants, devadanas, and the land
for the Pancaprakara for the Temple of Emberuman, and the

1 A.R.E. 400-1916
2 Corruption for Ariyakkankani ?
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restdual extent of cultivable land bore the assessment, which
was made over to the temple of Rajéndravinnagar.

This document which was a reproduction of the original
survey-document (Tiruvulakalandarulina-padi) brings out in
intimate detail the Cola land administration, demarcation of
villages and measurement, the procedure therefor, and the
manner of assessment. The royal officials were assisted by the
artisan, and craftsmen of the village and as their designations
denote, ‘‘the village artisan, and the artisaun of the nadu’> had
certain public functions assigned to them. Their local know-
ledge of prescriptive enjoyment was the main basis on which
village rights and iurisdiction were determined. The procedure
adopted here will recall close adherence to the system of
““Samantas” laid down in the Niti Sastras like <““Katyayana Smrti
Samhita’.' Sendalangara Mahamunigal had attested the inscrip-
tion as having caused it to be engraved (Ilvveluttu vetti vitta).
The epigraph clearly established that Sendalangaradasan, the
benefactor was different from the Brahmin ascetic of the name
Sendalanagaramahamuni and that the former was perhaps a
disciple of the latter. The ascetic of this name figured in four
inscriptions (A R.E 400, 403, 404, and 406/1916).

Following the restoration of the Tiruvidaiyattam lands and
their transfer by consent of the main Temple, Sri Sendalangara-
dasar had also reclaimed the lands, and excavated new tanks to
bring under wet cultivation a portion of the lands in Vindanur.
To this effort, the object of which was one of charity and merit,
the urdr of Puliyur, the nagarattar of Vindanur, had extended
their active co-operation. _

In a record® of the 5th year of Maravarman Sundara Pandya
(circa A.D. 1221 (?) the urar of Puliyur alias Nrpaculamaninallur
of Tenvarinadu had granted to the Kulasekhara shrine the
following right to take water: If their village big tank fed by the
river (Cittar?) was filled the surplus water, let through the surplus
outlet below passing through the eastward flowing old channel
for filling the Dévadana tank Mudukudinadalvan.kulam of this
Nayanar could be intercepted, but only after that tank was

1 [ Katyayana Smrti Samhita-vv. 734-36 (as reconstructed
by Mahobadyaya P. V. Kane;) ] 2 A.R.E. 399-1916
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filled, and taken through an east-flowing channel that could be
excavated to the Tiruvaykkulap pereri. They had also agreed
that they would not allow to go waste the water surplussing over
the weir or let it out into the waste, opening the (surplus)
channel-course.

The residents constituting themselves into the Township-body
(urayisainda urom) have signed a document for and on behalf of
the Township community:

Puliyur Kilavan (Headman ?),

Pittin Alavudaiyan alias Sri Vallabha-muvéndavelan

Suriyan singan alias Uthama-Pandya muvendavelan

Kova-n singan alias Danasetti

Udayan Kovan alias Sundara-Pandya muvéndavelan

Kulottunga sola Pallavadaraiyan

Kavan Madevan alias Madavarayan

Perumal Sendan alias Jaya Pandyamuvéndavelan

Singan Ganavati alias Vanavan Muvendavelan.
On their dictation the document was drawn up by the urkanakku
(accountant) Nen-maliudayan Udayan Singan alias Kulasékhara
Muvenda Velan. The names could be suggestive of the composi-
tion of the ur as a Township organisation.

Seven years later, in the month of Ani a similar grant of
irrigation rights was made by the Nagarattar of Vindanur alias
Avanimartandapuram'. They had permitted the excavation of the
tank, with the bund of the supply channel dug within the tank
water-spread to serve as the bund of the tank as well for the
Tiruvaykulappereri for which the (surplus) of Puliyur Tank
would be let. While excavating the tank, the eastern bund was
to be cut and formed into a bund on and along (éra) the
south-western end of the dry field (Nagarattattan vilai) in the
village. The western bund of the channel was to run on the
village limits of Puliyurar.

The signatories to this grant were those who were authorised
to act for Avanimartandapuram nagarattar (Nagarattukuc-

camainda Nagarattom),
Devan Periyan alias Vanavasikhamanimuvendavelar

1 A.R.E. 406-1916
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Kovan Si(ngan?) Ariyan Narayanan alias Kulasekhara

Muvendavelar

Nambi Rajan alias Minavan Muvendavelan

Periyan Vanduvaraipperumal alias Vijayarajan

Aditta Muvendavelan, being an illiterate

Muvendarayan had signed for him

Seliyakkon had signed for

Nersuranattu Muvendavelan who was illiterate

Uthama Cola Silai-setti Vira Pandya Muvendavelan

Adijaya Pindya Muvéndavélan

Ceérakonan

Sembiyan Muvendavelan

Tennavan Muvendavelan

Ceéranarayana Muvendavelan
To their dictation the document was written by Singan Tiru-
varangattuccelvan alias Sembiyan Vilupparayan of this Nagaram.
Sendalangara Mamuni had caused this document to be inscribed
on stone.

The names would suggest that the Nagaram organisation had
included representatives of both agricultural and trading com-
munities. Many of them had assumed titles or surnames after
Cera, Cola and Pandya rulers. The large number of signatories
would vouch for the common knowledge of the agreed conces-
sion of the land use accorded for this work undertaken by Senda-
langaradasar. and the persuasion he could carry with the Town-
ships of Puliyur and Vindanur.

Two years later’, (11 & 3rd year of Maravarman Sundara
Pandya A.D. 12307) the urar of Puliyur alias Nrpaculamani-
nallur recalled that they had already conceded the right to take
surplus waters from their Big Tank and accordingly the Tiruvi-
daiyattam Tanks including Tiruvaykulappereri were being fed
with the water, they further agreed as follows: The temple
authorities of Sri Kulasekhara shrine (Sri Bhandarigal) had
excavated a new tank called Sendalangaran (presumably named
after the ascetic or the benefactor, more probably the latter).
They agreed to let a bund be formed for the tamk in an extent
of 5 kols (of 4-foot kol measuring rod) within their village

1 A.R.E. 405-1916
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limits. When water reached the surplus-course of their Big
Tank, that surplus could be utilised to feed the new tank as well.
Through the same channel as the one feeding this new tank
water could be taken to the earlier tanks having their supply
from the surplus course, inclusive of the Tiruvaykkulappéréri. A
Dharmadana was accordingly drawn up as per this agreement
to Sr1 Kulasékhara shrine by the urdr constituting the ur of
Nrpaculamaninallur alias Puliyur. The signatories to this deed
were:

Surtyan Kovan alias Srivallabha...... Mittan

Arurudaiyan alias Srivallabha Muvendavelin

Marayan semban alias Cedirayan

Kovan Singan alias Danasetti

Udayan Siralan Kovan

Udayan Periyan alias Uthama Pandya Muvendavélan

Kulottunga Cola Pallavarayan

Irajaraja Vilupparayan

Kovan Madévan......

Perumal Séndan alias Jayamanikka Muvendavélan.
The township accountant (Ur Kanakku) Singanambi alias Kuva-
layattarayan wrote and signed this (Dharmadanapidipadu) chari-
table grant-deed agreeably to the decision of the Ur.

If one could draw inferences from the mere occurrence of
names in the two inscriptions of the 5th and 14th regnal years
of Maravarman Sundara Pandya (i.e. AR E. 399/1916 and
405/1916) the following could be made:

1. The total signatures in the earlier record number ten, and

the later record including the accountant of the town-
ships number 11;

2. In four cases the same names appear to occur:

3. In two cases the members appear to be coparceners, the

first or father’s name being assumed to be the same;

4. There is a change in the incumbency of the Ur Kanakku

or the accountant of the township.

In another grant' of the same year (14th regnal year of Mira-
varman Sundara“Pandya) the resident Sri Vaisnavas of Rijéadra
Vinnagar gave an agreement to Alvar Sri Parankusa Mahamuni-

1 A.RE. 397-1916
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gal who was the chief (samainda) of the Brahmavidvans of the
place (Sanyasins) to this effect. In as much as Sri Sendalan-
garadasar (Mullaippalli Vasudevan Kesavan of Malaimandalam)
who had installed Sri Kulasekhara, had earlier granted an
agreement (to sri Parankusa Mamunigal) to look to the Sri Karya,
devadana grants for daily offerings of food, sandal etc., and to
attend to the other endowments, oOr constructions (Thiruppani)
the Sri Vaisnavas had also agreed to execute these services and
daily offerings in the shrine as instructed by him If anyone
were to transgress his instructions, Sri Parankusa Mamunigal
could change such service-holders and could institute others, in
his discretion, as substitutes.
The signatories to this agreement were the following:

Vadaperunkoil amudu,

Hanumadasan

Ravanantaka dasan

Periyakoil Vallal

Tirukkurungudi Vallal

Aniarangattamudu

Tiruvayodhiarayan

Sri Satagopanambi

Aniarangappiriyan

Tirumalirunjolaippiriyan signing for

Tirukkurugurdasar who was ilhterate.

Tirunaraiyur dasar

Karkandur Nambi

Sri Satagopappiriyan

Kulas€kharattamudu

Tiruccitrakudattamudu. As

Tirukkurungudi-Tadar was illiterate

Devan Bhumi of Vindanur alias

Avanimartandapuram signing for him.

Isaiariyumperumal Vallal

Tirumalirunjolaippiriyan signing for

Nimbai Tiruvéngadattamudu who could not sign.
Tirumalirunjolaippiriyan, one of the Sri Vaisnavas of Tiruk-
kurungudi Tiruppati wrote this agreement to their dictation.

It could be noted that the earliest resident Sti Vaisnavas In
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the village were, by tradition, said to be affiliated to the Periya-
nambi sect of Tirukkurungudi and these signatories might be of
the same stock. Some of them could be (sattadar) or non-Brahmin
Vaisnavites.

The influence of Sri Sendalangara Mahamuni the ascetic and
the esteem in which he was held were also borne out by the
madappuravirayili (tax-free endowment for the mutt) made to
him. A royal grant' of 2 ma of land in the firstrate land
(Talaivarisai-nilam) yielding twocrops together with Kadamai
Antarayam, Uludankudi, Viniyogam yield in cash, Katst Arisit-
tundam, Danapperu, Kariya Varaitchi, Vettippattam, Panjupili,
Sandhi-Vigrahapperu, Vasar Peru, llanjinaipperu, Ponvari and
the house-site tax (Manai vari) which the Sabhayar bring forth
(kondu varum) (collect 7) for the madam of sri Sendalangira
Mamuni, Nilamudalvari, Varapalam and all other levies were
granted as Madappura Iraiyili from the fifth regnal year for
the purpose of feeding 12 Brahmavidvans, and himse:f on
the natal asterisk of Sadayam every month of the King
(Perumal). This charity was instituted at the instance of Kalinga-
rayan. The grant was dated 47th day of the 5th year of the
reign and signed by Arayan Araiccan Palandiprarayan of
Anandur alias Avikaya(n) Sundaranallur of Tirukkanaperkurram
(Paramakudi Taluk). Other signatories to this deed were:

Tennavadarayan alias Arayan Periyan of Visayangudi
Karungudi Nadu

Pallavarajan alias Arasu Sadiran of Tennavan Seluvattur
(otherwise called) Kadavur of Tirukkanapperkurram.

On receipt of this royal grant the mahasabha gave their letter
of authority (Olai) signed by the Sabhai Kanakku Nalayira
Muvendavelian and Rajanarayana Muvenda Velan and a (Kait-
tadi) hand-bill was given to Sendalangara Mahamuni. This docu-
ment was signed by

Tiruppattur Ahiragni......Tiruvarangan Santyaji
Sri Ranganadan

Bhurandur Srimayavan

Nerattur Sui Krisnan

Paddingi Sri Vasudévan

1 A.R.E. 404-1916
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Sri Kumara Bhattan

Nimbai Ilangai Serran

Idaitturai Sr1 Kailasamudayan Sri1 Krsnan
Adanur Viraswami Sri Krsnan

Yemapperur Narayanan [laya Ké&savan Somayaji

Adanur Yagnanarayanan
Korovi Alavandan Bhattan

Valavur SarvakratuYagnamurti
Thereafter Sendalangara Mahamuni undertook to feed not

only the 12 Brahma Vidvans, but added two more (thought-
fully!) for the benefit of Valivalathu Ambalavan Ponnan alias
Vigaya (Vijaya) Raja who was one of the King’s chieftains
(Perumalmudali) and also caused this Madappura Irayili to be
registered and entered in accounts, and for the benefit of his
family. The two sanyasins were to be fed also on every Sadaya
day every month which happened to be also the native asterisk
of Vijayarajan. The charity was put under the protection of
Gramarajan. ‘‘May Dharma win”.

Vijayarajan, apparently referred to above, has finally attested
the document, and directed the Irayili to be made accordingly *

This inscription was a “Konerinmatkondan” grant. The name
of the ruler was not given, The probable ruler and the date had
to be inferred only from the internal ev:dence, and from corro-
borative testimony.

Almost in identical language and form, a set of three records’
in Srt Bhaktavatsala Temple of Sermadevi registered a grant of
piece of land for a Nandavanam (garden) made tax-free at the
request of Kalingargyan. It mentioned Ariccandiran (SIC?)
alias Pallavarayan of Seluvattur in Tirukkanappé-kurram. In
the first record (54)/1911) dated in the [5th regnal year. the
name of the ruler was lost. In 541/1911, the year given was
1(4) of <“‘Vira Pandya Deva’. Inscription No 544/1911 clearly
referred to Jatavarman Tribhuvana Cakravarthi Vira Pandya
who having taken Ilam, Kongu, and Solamandalam conquered
the powerful, and pleased to perform the anointment of heroes
and victory at Perumbarrapuliyur and was dated in his 16th
year. The taxes referred to in these documents were identical

1 A.RE. 404-1916 2 A.R.E. 540-1911, 541-1911, 544.1911
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with those of Mannarkoil record described above'.

The A.R.E. 1930% report states that a special festival was
instituted at the instance of Kailingarayan in the temple at
Attur (17th year) and the natal star of the ruler Jatavarma Vira
Pandya (1253-67 A D.?) was stated to be Sadaya. The natal stars
of the other rulers whose records were found in this temple
under study were, Jatavarma Kulasekhara®, mula, and Mara
varman Sundara Pandya (Dhanista).*

From the evidence set forth above, one might perhaps
infer that the Konerinmaikondan grant could relate to Jativarma
Vira Pandya and if so it could be ascribed to A.D. 1258.

In recognition of his services to the temple, to the Sanyasins
of the temple (Namkovanavar) and the maintenance of service
in the shrine of Sr1 Kulasekhara and its upkeep, on a Makara
Ardhra day while the svami went in a procession and stood in
front of the shrine of Sri Kulasekhara, at the request of Tiruv-
ranga Narayanan the svimi of the main shrine gave as <“Aduka-
laippuram’ (for the food services in the shrine) the Kadamai
that accrued to the temple from the ayacut of Mudukudinadal
vankulam for the maintenance of the Kulasekhara shrine. Raja-
simha reduced the deity’s order and attested® it. This tank was,
perhaps, the same referred to in the inscription 399/1916 noticed
above.

Both Sendalangira Mahamuni and Sri Sendalangaradasan were
thus active and keen on butlding the shrine of Sr1 Kulasekhara,
and providing for its upkeep, daily offerings, and worship. The
Dasar was also able to release the earlier grant of Vindanur
from a boundary dispute, citing the original boundary docu-
ments from the Public Records (Maligai) and had them engraved
on the wall of the shrine. The Brahmin ascetic Sendalangarama-
munigal attested it. The Dasar arranged for reclaiming lands,
excavating two new tanks, and secured the consent of Puliyur,
the Nagarattar of Avani Martandapuram for the right to take
surplus waters from the big tank of Puliyur, and also made them
agree to the excavation of the feeder channel and the bunds in

1 A.R.E."1912—para 37 2 A.R.E.452-1930 A.R.E.1930 para 13
3 A.R.E. 1925, para 27 4 A,R.E. 1917, para 9
5 A.RE. 403.1916
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their lands to the extent needed. He had also arranged for the
superintendence of the temple by a Brahmin Sanyasin Parankusa
mahamunigal.

It is possible to draw a few inferences from the data available
on the identification of Vindanur which should be to the south
of the present Revenue Village of Sambavar Vadagarai in Shen-
kottah Taluk. Later Pandya inscriptions refer to Kurumarai-
nattu Vindanur alias Parakrama Pandyacaturvedimangalam.
The grant to the Bhattas refer to Brahmins from Karambichettu®
Irungandi,’ Tiruvengadu, Muppuram, Seftabosai, Korovi®,
Urupattur, Marungur®, Vengipuram®’.

Puliyur alias Nrpaculamaninallur is, perhaps, identifiable
with Puliyur, a Revenue village east of Tenkasi. Sundarapandya
puram is a Revenue village of that name (No. 27) in Tenkasi-
Taluk. Vindanur lies to the north-west of Sundarapandyapuram
and due north and east of Puliyur.

The spread of the three nadus or geo-political divisions -
Tenvari, Vadavari and Kurumarai can be ascertained from the
data below :—

Tenvarinadu : Ilanyp Sundarapandyanallur A.R E. 529/
1911
Vasudevanallur Ibid 530/1911

Tenkasi-Virapandyacaturvedi- .
mangalam Ibid 11/1912

Kunrakudi T. A.S. Vol VI p. 103
Puliyur
Pattakuruchi alias Virapandya- s
. nallur
Tirukurralam 638/1912
Vadavarinadu : Paimmpolilparru (Pampuli) A.R.E 6/1917
Kilangadu (Shenkottah Taluk) T. A S. Vol.
V p. 265
Kadiyalur (Kadayanallur) A.R.E. 623/1917
Kurumarainadu : Kasikkuvayakkanallu 3/—-912
Vindanur | T.A.S XI p. 89
1 T.AS. Vol. XV pp. 252-253
2 T.A.S. Vol. XV pp. 255 3+ Ibid p. 257

4 Ibid p. 258 5 Idid p. 259
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Tuvarangadu T.A.S. 9 pp. 89
Idaitavanai .
Melappavur—Pagur—
Rajakularamacaturvedimangalam  386/1917
Pavur S I. I. XIV No. 267
The emigrants to the Brahmin agrahara of Rajarajacaturvedi-
mangalam and also of Vindanur were apparently the original
inhabitants of the Cola country and even from further north.
Most of them bear names preceded by the name of the original
villages which they belonged to. The residents of Rajendra
vinnagar had names reminiscent of the epithets of Visnu or
of the 108 Divya desas held in veneration by the Vaisnavas re-
calling the phrases occurring in the Divya Prabhanda. Some
were illiterate. The community of Rajarajacaturvedimangalam
was much wider and had more of the Saiva Brahmins than the
Vaisnavites who were concentrated around Rajendra Vinnagar
Temple. But there was full understanding and co-operation
among them all. The Urar and the Nagarathar, as the signa-
tories from Puliyur and Vindanur indicate, were agriculturists
or Vaisyas, each with their collective organisation the Ur and
the Nagaram and their own accountants and scribes or execu-
tives. They were also land-owning agricultural communities
and irrigation uses and customary rights had to have their
imprimature and an optimal use of available water resources
was well appreciated, harnessing the available water to agricul-
ture, and for reclaiming lands and converting drylands tco wet.
It evoked a more co-operative response when the fruits of such
efforts were to be deployed for the services in shrines and were
of religious merit.
A few other grants made to the temple of Rajéndra Vinnagar
and the Kulasékhara Shrine were from the military chleftams

or generals attached to the Pandyan Army.
In the 5th year' of Maravarman Tribhuvana Cakravartin

Sundara Pandya, in the month of Vaikadsi, the Guardians
{Kiranavar) of the Tantra (Regiment) of Senapati Danda-
nayakan whicheformed part of the Sengol Vélaikkarar of Pari-
graham Devendravallavar of Urimaiyalagiyan of Vadavarinadu

1 ARE. 616/1917
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had given an agreement deed to Sri Kulasekharapperumal as
follows : As they were enjoying the ayacut lands (puravu) inclu-
sive of Vilanjolai which were the endowments to the Nayanar
they gave a release deed (ipparru vittukuduthom) planting the
boundary stones with the ¢‘cakra’ emblem thereon. If the
Piragikkulam got filled, the surplus water therefrom may be
taken through a branch water course (nirkavar) from the already
excavated old channal for the tank-ayacut so released. This
was executed in stone and in copper-plates by the Guardians
of the Legion.

It could be inferred that even the Dévadana lands had earlier
been appropriated and were under the enjoyment of the legion
who had thought it fit to restore them to the temple of Kula-
sékhara. The boundaries of the ayacut were not engraved and
as such it could not be identified. The document was attested by

Adaipittan, being illiterate
Kulasekharamuvendavelan signed for him.
Vira Manikkappallavarayan
Pariniraikonda Nadalvan
Devendrapallavarayan
Pakkarai konda Nadalvan
Then five others followed who were illiterate-
Nilamai alagiya Nadalvan
Virudadakka Nadalvan
Vettai-alagiya Nadalvan
Urradathudavi Tennakkuhan
on their behalf, the scribe of the document, the ur Tandirakka-
nakku Alagiya Pandya Vilupparayan had signed the deed.

The village Urmaiyalagiyan could be identified with the
village of the same name, south east of Idaikal and east of
Nayinaragaram in Tenkasi Taluk. (now called URMELALAGI-
YAN). An undated Vattuluttu inscription' stated that the temple
of Madasvamin (Désavalanallurdéva) in that village shall be
under the protection of Padaipiditha Pallayiravar. Evidently,
there were garrisons of the Pandya forces kept along the strate-
gic villages at the foothills of the ghats that divide the Céra
and Pindya countries the boundaries of which shifted frequently

1 A.R.E. 616/1917
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with the rise and decline of the Pandyan supremacy.

A second such grant was to the Krisna 1mage (Tiruvaykulattu
Pillai) in this temple in the 12th regnal year of Maravarman
Sundara Pandya' (A D. 1228 ?). This was made by the Revenue
Superintendents (Tandalndyagam Seivar) of the Munaikedir
Mohar of Ksatriyasikhamaninallur alias Bagur in Kurumarainadu.
The grant was to defray the expenses for the daily offerings
including the clothing and apparel charges (Tiruppadimarru)
and for the upkeep of a garden (Tirunandavanam) being raised
in their name. The object of the gift was a tank and its ayacut
to the south of Bagur village (i1dentical with Pavurccatram in
Tenkasi Taluk) which was to be tax-free including the Karanmai
in the ayacut in Dananjayaraman Kulam and its ayacut.

The four boundaries of the tank were also indicated: the
Eastern boundary: west of Ilangovarayan tank waterspread, and
west of Kulasékhara Ilangovarayar Tank waterspread. Southern
boundary: to the east and west of the boundary stone with the
cakra emblem (Tiruvalikkal) planted at the southern-most end
of the Dananjayaraman Tank and north of a well. Western
boundary: East and west of boundary stone with ‘cakra’ planted
at the southern boundary of Korranéri-Tiruvidaiyattam Tank
and south of Sevvat. This tank called ‘Tiruvaykkulappeéreri’ with
its tank, water-spread, and its submersible lands, and moisture
(niram) left lands, wet and dry, nattam, nattam waste, trees,
wells, garden and all other appurtenances were granted as
Iraiyili including Dhanmadana Karanmai by pouring water to
the Krisna diety. If there were any arrear dues (Iruppu) they
will internally be borne by themselves (ullile) and defrayed by
them. The right to take water to the tank was from the point
where water was given to the Kal of the matam. The grant was
given by the Karanavar (guardians) of the Tantirattom (garri-
sons) and the Tandalnayakam seivar, the revenue-Superinten-
dents working for them.

The signatories to this document were the following :—

1l ‘The epithet ‘Conadu Valangiyaruliya' could refer to the
ruler, Maravarman Sundara Pandya I — A.R.E. 407/1916



36 RAJENDRA VINNAGAR

Naratonga Raman

Kulasekhara Kallaganadalvan

Kallakarayan

Tennavarayan

Vikrama Pandya llangovarayan

Pallavarayan

Tiruccirrambalamudaiyan. The witness was :

Munaikedirmohan Nambi, the priest (Tiruvadipidikkum) of
Munaikedir Mohar Vinnagar Emberuman

Udayapalan, Udayan Alagan, Kanni Nadalvan

Vijayarayan.  were other signatories :

It was noteworthy that there were as many as eight signatories
who were illiterate (Tarkuri) and others had signed the deed
on their behalf. Thus, Ilangovarayan being illiterate Sri
Vallabha nadalvan had signed for him. Arivudai Nambi being
illiterate, another had attested. So too for Karungudi-nadalvan.
A Tandirakanakku was mentioned, evidently the accountant of
the garrison. Others were Parakrama Pandya-Pallavarayan,
Vira Sikhamani Pallavarayan who were illiterate Munaikedir-
mohar Tattan (Goldsmith) attested for them. The deed (pidi-
padu) was written by Vagaikanakku of the Tandiram Sirilango
Alagiyamanavalan. This incription was engraved on stone for
the Tandiram by the sculptor of the village (Ivvur Silpaccariyan)
Tadan Alagan alias Minavan A...... rayan.

This document can bear some comments: The “MUNAIK-
KEDIR MOHAR” (Those who revel at the front) “were the
King’s own Royal Regiment, and they were also called ‘“Tenna-
van-Apattudavigal'. There was a garrison stationed at Pagur
(Pavurccatram in Tenkasi Taluk). They were also responsible
for the upkeep of the Visnu Temple, Munaikkedir Mohar Vin-
nagaralvar Temple at Pagur® (identical with Sri Venkatacalapati

“Temple at Pavur).
The munaikkedir Mohar of Pagur alias Ksatriasikhamaninallur

1 A.R.E. 395/1917. While it is not intended to suggest that
they were centrally recruited wholetime standing army, their
professed organisation as a force completlyp devoted to the
ruler cannot be discounted. - o

2 A.RE. 396/1916




UNDER THE PANDYAS OF THE II EMPIRE 37

in Kurumarai Nadu had bought some lands which they endowed
for Sri Tirukkavilésvara-mudaya nayanar (identical with Tiru-
valisvarar temple in Kilappavur, Tenkasi Taluk'). They were
men of gallantry. Marco Polo has given the following account
of these King’s own Regiments

‘“And there are about the King a number of Barons in atten-
dance upon him. These ride with him, and keep always near
him, and have great authority in the Kingdom;} they are called
the King’s Trusty Lieges. And you must know that when the
King dies, and they put him on the fire to burn him, these
Lieges cast themselves into the fire round about his body and
suffer themselves to be burnt along with him. For they say they
have been his comrades in this world, and that they ought to
keep him company in the other world’’?. Abu Zaid, another
Arab compiler of A.D. 916 has also given a similar account.®

No wonder they bear names of the rulers and are less known
for literacy than for blind valour. But they were not without
the disposition to make charities and public endowments and
they would restore the charitable endowments found to be not
their own but in their possession.

Not all endowments were from the King or the nobles or the
soldiers of the realm. There were also transactions involving
small men of small parcels. One such record® was of a sale of
garden land by two childless widows of the wvillage. This sale
deed was dated in the 20th year of Maravarman Sundara Pandya I
(1226 A.Dp.) “who conquered the Conadu and had the anointment
of heroes (Virabhisekam) at Mudigondacolapuran” on a Dhanur
month, Aparapaksa, Saptami Monday, with uttarappalguni
Naksatra to the Temple priests (Dévakanmis) of Sr1 Kula-
sékhara Alvar in this township. The vendors were residing in the
10th céri of Rajarajacaturvédimangalam; Were the Cola names
dropped out of intent? - They were Brahmin widows, one
Nangaiandal wife of Vengipuram Alagar, and her daughter-in-
law Pillaiandal wife of Perumal (i.e. son of Nangaiandal). Both

1 '390/1917 o
2 Foreign Notices of South India - Prof: K.A.N. Sastri p, 165

3 Ibid p. 128 - Also Pandyan Kingdom, p. 196
4 A.R.E. 40].1916
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had no children left, and hence Nangaiandal was under the
guardianship of her son-in-law Kidambil Vanamamalai Upad-
yayan residing in the 3rd céri of the village (again the Cola name
was dropped). The daughter-in-law Pillaiandal was under the
guardianship of her father, Vengipuram Nambi residing in the
4th céri of the village; a third deletion or dropping of the Cola
name! The guardians were the executants of the sale-deed. The
garden land was obtained as ‘Guruparamparyam’ by their
ancestors (Mulikal) and was inherited by the two women and in
their enjoyment. It was to the east of a canal called Tiru-
varangavadi in the 4th Kannéar (or division of the ayacut lands
under a sluice under Sri Vasudévavaykkal (channel) in Kakka-
lur (identical with Kakkanallur village in Ambasamudram
Taluk). The land donated to Iniyan father of Vengipuram
Andin measuring half ma araikanimundirigai was excluded.
This parcel of land was that they were left with for (or after (?)
meeting their liveli-hood) (jivanasésamayirukkaiyale) and was
under the enjoyment by usufructory mortgage (Orr1) of Vira
Surya Pallavarayan and Urukkarai Nayar. The two women had
requested their agnates (Gnatikal) to take possession of this
land and maintain them (Jivanam Parisarikkavénum enru).
The agnates replied that they could not undertake to maintain
these two widows, with the parcel of garden land but permitted
these two women to donate or endow or sell the lands and
maintain themselves and gave release-deed (Vidutittu). Hence the
two guardians sold the land to Sri Kulaseékhara Alvar Shrine.
The sale price determined was the current (Anradu) 125 Nal-
lanai accu. The document proceeds to receipt the particulars
of adjustment and net cash received as the sale price thus: For
the redumption of the usufructory mortgage to Sri Virasurya
Pallavarayan 7 anat accu was paid. The encumbrance (Kalan)
due to the dana land to be relieved, 2 mavinkil-mukkkani extent
to be excluded, and the balance was received in cash making a
total of 12'5 accu. The document was to be both a sale deed
and a receipt for the payment of cash in full settlement, and no
other separate document was to be shown or segn (kattavum,
kanavum peradarahavum) and the land was sold in full with all
appurtenances.
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This document mirrors the social conditions of the times; the
laws of succession and intestate, the guardianship of childless
and widowed women, the obligation of agnates (Gnatis) either
to maintain them in return for the rights to the property of the
childless widows or to allow them to sell their property to
others with a release deed. The direct language and the form
of the document replete with the details of the family and the
1and and the personal aspects of the life of the vendors i1nvests
the inscription with a live, almost a current sympathy. The
vendors and their guardians revive before us after 750 years as
human personalities encountered in our everyday life. The
echoes of the sorrows and sounds of the earth could be distinctly
heard in and through this silent record on stone.

Records of grants or endowments for other temples either in
the vicinity or elsewhere were also recorded 1n this temple, pre-
sumably because the endowed lands were situated 1n close proxi-
mity to or within the township. There are two such instances.
The first' is a Konérinmaikondan record of the 8th year (masi)
and is unfinished. It registers an order to the residents of
Pannangudi alias Vikramapandyanallur in Mullinadu and refers
to land given in Pilavilai alias Kulasekharanallur on the
southern side of Rajarajacaturvedimangalam te twelve Bhattas
of Kulasekhara chaturvedi mangalam, and to the temple of
Nalayira Vinnagar Emberuman for the recitation of Tiruvay-
moli. |

This temple seems to be identical with Kir1 Krisna Temple in
Kallidaikuricci which is the southern hamlet of Rajarajacaturvedi-
mangalam. It seems to have been built by one Karumanikka
Alvar alias Venavudayan®. ,_,

A second grant was to Sri Padmanabhasvimi Temple 1n
Tiruvanandapuram made in the jack-fruit garden land to the
south of Rajarajacaturvedimangalam®. The land and the donor
seem to be identical with the subject of the grant and the donor
m two inscriptions in Tiruvalesvaram Temple. In a record—or
a copy of it—of the 26th year of Konérinmaikondan (Jata-
varman Vira Pandya ?) the land situated to the south of the
village Raijarajacaturvédimangalam was stated to have been

"1 ARE. 3931916 2 A.RE. 105/1907 3 A.RE. 391/1916
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reclaimed after cutting down the forest overgrown with jack-
. fruit-trees’. A record of the same year or a copy thereof
(Tulyam)—on the 345th day, Ani month?®, registers an order to
the assembly of Rajardjacaturvedimangalam stating that in the
hamlet newly founded to the south of the village the right of
kadamai was to be held by the temple of Tirunelveli Udaiyar
(i.e. Sri Nellaiyyappar) and the Karanmai by Deivaccilaip-
perumal Ilayilvan alias Kalingarayan. The hamlet was thus to
be entered in the accounts as rent-free Devadana. The document
was signed by Ponparriudayan Kulasékhara Vanadarayan and
others.

The Mannarkoil inscription® registers the communication
(Olai) of the Rajarajacaturvedimangalam Mahasabhaiyar to this.
effect: Vikrama Pandya Kailingarayar alias llayalvar Deiva-
ccilaipperumal of Nettur (identical with Kilanattur in Paramak-
kudi Taluk, Ramanathapuram Dt.,?) alias (Tiruvi)’svayanallur
in Karungudinadu had a land in his enjoyment and in his name
under Karamba Vaykal in Pilavilai Kattalai, the southern
hamlet of the village and some lands granted as Dana to
another. The boundaries and full particulars of the lands are:
detailed : The lands under the tank known as Cerippodukkulamr
and Tirunarayanappéreri have the following outer broad bound-
aries : East: West of the path proceeding towards the north
from the bridge or causeway (palam) where the washermen
have their stand (Irangollitturai). South: North of the senkal
(channel). Western boundary: East of the Tirucculakkal mar-
king the boundary of the Dévadana lands in which the nayanar
of Tirunelvéli Temple had the kadamai dues assigned to that
temple, and Ilayalvan Kalingarayan enjoyed karanmai*.
Northern boundary: South of the Kolukkal drainage channel at
the south of the Céerikkaran.

The mahasabha deducted these from the Revenue accounts
(vari) with effect from 30th year of the Jatavarman Vira Pandya
Purattasi month — as Tiruvidayattam for Sr1 Padmanabha
Perumal in Tiruvanandapuram, and the lands included wet and
dry lands, nattam sites. An Olugu (temple acceunt) was also

1 A.RE§369/1916 2 A.R.E. 368/1916 -
3 A.R.E. 391/1916 . 4 See Op. Cit. 3681916 Tiruvalesvaram.
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agreed to be drawn up, and the boundary marks with Cakra
(Tiruvalikkal) could be planted, and based on this letter, the
grantee was to get paid kadamait and also Karanmai (Kada-
mayum Kaliccu-karanmayumaka) or alternatively, the Karan-
mat alone, deducting the Kadamai due.
The signatories to the Mahasabha’s letter are as follows :

(Vala)yur Cadurasriyan

Valayur......... yar

Sengattu Udayar

Tirukkadavur Alavanda Pillai

Turpil Nambi

Turpil Appar

Mangudi Detvaccilaipperumal

Iniya Pillar of ¢“this nadu”™

Pattangur Alagappillai

Singapperumadl of Pattangur

Pasandi Pillaiappan

Pasandi Appan

Valavur Vasandan

(Nirai) Vanarayur Singapperumal

Vadaman Mannan

Vallur Perumal

Tirukkulandai Vasantan

Idaitturai Sittan

Korovi Sr1 Ranganathan

Vangipurattu Alvan

Kolittalaippavani

Korovi Irasayalanindran

Nattaperur Tiruvengadamudayan

Tirunallur Alagiya Nambi

This Vikrama Pandya Kalingarayar was a famous Pandya

General in the times of Jatavarman Sundara Pandya I, and Vira
Pandya, a co or sub-ruler in the later half of the 13th century.
During Jatavarman Vira Pandya’s conquests in the Cola and
Kongu countries he seems to have led the troops right upto
Kancipuram. <A record - or a copy thereof - of A.D. 1265
belonging to Jatavarman Sundara Pandya’s reign .is Sivankusa
svami 1n Tirthanagar: (South Arcot Dist., .Cuddalore Taluk)
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provides for Kodandaraman Sandhi in the King’s name and 1t is
signed by Netturudaiyan Ilaiydlvan Kalingardayar'. Two more
inscriptions are from Varadarajasvami Temple at Kancipuram.
The first of the 14th year of Tirubhuvana Cakravartigal Koné-
rinmai Kondan (76th day) recorded that Ilaiyalvan Kalingarayar
of Nettur had consecrated an image of Tiruvalialvar (Cakrat-
talvar) in that temple, and he had provided for the offerings to
that alvar installed by him, every month on his native asterisk
of Citra and for worship by gift of land free of taxes in the
village of Alattur in Uttaramélurpparru, a sub-division of
Irumbanadu in Venkunrakottam.® The second record of the
same date’® referred to the consecration of Nayanar Emberu-
manar (i. e. : Sri Ramanuja, who was also known as llaiyalvan
in Guruparamparaprabhavam, the Vaisnavite Manipravala work
on the lives of Acaryas) by him and repairs to Sr1 Varadaraja
Temple. To defray the expenses on the Pujas to be conducted
to Emberumanar he had gifted the taxes due from the villages
of Sirukoli and Perunkoli in Uttarameélur Parru. He had also
made provision for a Bhasya Vrthi for expounding the Sri Bhasya
of Sr1 Ramanuja and the feeding of some jiyars (ascetics) in the
Temple matha. These records seem to occur with a few other
Pandyan records*.

If the person referred to in all these inscriptions is identical

1 A.R.E.12371904; S.5.1. XVII Sl. No. 143 p. 39
2 A.R.E. 4871919

3 A R.E. 493/1919
4

Prof. K.V. Raman in an article ‘Some Epigraphic Gleanings*
on Vaisnava Acaryas' in 'Prof. K.A.N. Sastri Felicitation
Volume, has stated that' the consecration of the image of
Emberuman in A.D, 119] (was) by an influential Cola Chief-
tain by name llayalvan Kalingarayan of Nettur (p. 127 ibid).
This would appear to need reconsideration. If the consecra-
tion could be ascribed to the Pandya Jatavarman Vira
Pandya's reign whose record is noticed in the same temple
(A.R.E. 483/1919) then the Konerinmaikondan record may be
ascribed to A.D. 1269. The Kalingarayars were the chief-
tains of the Pandya country, and one of the' royal couches
(A.R.E. 29/1924): Pandyan Kingdom of Prof. K.A.N. Sastri-

p. 143) of the Pandyas was itself known as Kalingarayan’.
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then his faith in Vaisnavism could be seen to have been pro-
nounced, from his endowments to the temples at Kancipuram,
and Tiruvanandapuram and the two consecrations and the grant
for Bhasyavrthi.

A recent inscription discovered on the beam in the Maha-
mandapa by the author has been examined by the Government
Epigraphist. It is paleographically assigned by him to the
I3th—14th century, and is fragmentary. The extant portion
registered an endowment of land, exempting it from several
taxes, Kadamai, antarayam included, for feeding ten reciters of
sacred hymns (Divya-Prabhandam) (Vinnappam-Seyvar) in the
presence of the deity during the festival 1n the month of Maisi
(February—March) probably by Senbaganambi alias Sri Hanuma-
dasan of Vangipuram. One of the boundaries specified is said
to belong to Tennavan Muvéndavélan of Irajaraja-erivira-
pattinam, a Vaisya colony in the big township Arailyan
Manaviran alias Madhavarayan of Melai-Kodumalur alias
Uttamapandianallur in Vadatalaiccembunadu was the signatory!’

Fragments of epigraphs paleographically of the 11th century
are also found built in the mner wall of the sanctum sanctorum
which refer to endowments for teaching védas (vedangal solli-
vaikapperavéenumenru). Doubtless the temple was the college
for imparting of védas and Divya Prabhandas and. provision
would have been made therefor, but the details thereof have
been irretrievably lost.

1 Iam indebted to Sri P. R. Srinivasan, Govt. Epigraphist,
Mysore, for arranging to kindly furnish this information.



CHAPTER FIVE

THE PERIOD OF TIRUVADI CHIEFTAINS

After the decline of the Pandyas this tract had gone over to
the Tiruvadi Chieftains of Kalakkadu or Jayatunganadu in the
later half of the 15th century. During this period, besides
possible extentions of grants on the periphery of the cultivated
lands in the township, and harnessing the available water-
resources to the high level lands, there has been a proliferation
of the temple staff, the dancing girls, some migrating from
Nanjilnad and south Travancore, the troupes to play during the
festivals, and substitution of the earlier office or tenure helders
by others favoured by the changed rulers. The Kollam era
had been adopted, and the chronology was no longer in doubt.

In A, D. 1506', (Kollam 682, Masi 2nd day) Narampun-
kondan Tandayurkalum Alagiyan Vira Keéralan Virudarayan
and his party were ordered to take up the Nattuvatturavu and
Talakkaratturavu in the temple of Alagiyamannanar—the name
occurs for the first time—and in the temple of Kailasamudaiyar
at Rajarajacaturvédimangalam and also in the temples at Tirup-
pudaimarudur, Attalanallur, Adiccanallur, and other places in
substitution of outsiders,(paradésis) who were stated to have
been holding this service. The Tiruppudaimarudur (Amba-
samudram Taluk) temple has an exact replica of this document®.

An undated record® conveyed that Anandavalli was to be the
third kudi (service holder) in the temple of Alagiya Mannanar
of Rajarajacaturvédimangalam in place of Valli Manikkamalai,
and her set who were transferred to be the ‘fourth kudi’. In
Kollam 688 (A. D. 1512) in Tai month (13th day) Sivaladéva
alias Pattiraraya ‘“‘who took all the countries and claimed the
three crowns by right’” being encamped in his new mansion at
Veélakkuricci (Ambasamudram) granted as Taragupidipadu (the

1 ARE 390j1916 2 A.R.E. 4181916 3 A.R.E. 388/1916
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assignment) of the right of husking paddy etc., by appointing
certain temple dancing girls as second kudi'.

A grant® of Kollam 698, masi—10th day—Apara-paksha
Panchami—Thursday (A. D. 1522—3) Svati naksatra—is more
significant. Sri Sankaranarayana Venrumankonda Bhutalavira
Sri Vira Udaya Marttandavarman Siraivoy Muttavar (K.653—707
A. D. 1477—1531)* of Jayatunganadu gave the grant, as Tiru-
vidaiyattam of seven tanks to Alagiya mannanar temple in
Rajarajaccaturvédimangalam in Mullinadu. The tanks were 1n
the north-western hamlet of Kakkalur identical with Kakka-
nallur, namely Péccikulam, Kilayaraikkulam, Melaiyaraikkulam,
Sadakkikulam, Sumaitangikkulam, Sendalangarappereri,
Tiruvarangappéreri. Sendalangarar was gratefully remembered,
some three centuries after his time for the services he had
rendered. This tank is now locally called Muttangulam, but in
the revenue accounts it is still called Mullaipallikkulam after
the native village of Sendalangaradasar.

Their broad bouadaries were: East; To the west of ths Kandan
Keralan Kal (identical with Melakkal of the village) and ‘“the
highway passing towards the east and the north in MANNAR-
KOIL village”’—the current name of the village occurs in this
inscription for the first time. Southern boundary: North of
the Sankéthapparru of Sri Padmanabhapperumal’. Western
boundary: East of Ayyanarkulam Ayacut (puravu) and Paliangu-
lam puravu. There is a Sasta Temple and a tank adjoining the
Tirunelvéli Tenkasi Road, and Ayyanarkulam is, perhaps, refer-
ing to the tank of the same name. Noithern boundary: South of
east-west rocky pateh (Parippu). The tanks, the buads, ayacuts
the waste around, and all appurtenances togsther were granted all
other proceeds were to be paid to this temple in the same manner
as what were payable to the king. This was ordered while the ruler

1 A.R.E. 384/I916 2 T.A.S. Vol. IX pp. 21-22

3 A.R.E. 1917 p. 130

4 'Sanketan'is a term used in Travancore territory for the
lands of Sri Padmanabhasvami otherwise known as Sri
Pandaravahai. This reference is apparently to another
grant besides that referred to in A.R.E. 33/195 which lay
to the soufh of Tambaraparni river.
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had taken residence in his new Palace in the Agarasirmai set up-
in his name in Solakulavallipuram Vira Martandacaturvédi-
mangalam alias Kalakkadu in Paccaiyar belt (P6kku) in Vanava-
nidu. Raman Raman had authenticated the deed'.

These tanks are located on the western high lands of the
village in between the Ambasamudram—Tenkasi highway and
the Mannarkoil village. Some of them are rainfed. Others 1n
northern extremity are commanded by the west channel (Kandan
Keralan Kal) which took the waters through an extended
channel passing through a ridge-cutting from the supply channel
to the Vagaikulam taking off from the Tambaraparni river now
locally called Erappalayan Kal and in Revenue Accounts as North
Kodaimélagiyan channel. The tanks and their ayacuts still
exist but are on Ryotwari Tenure. A sketch map of the village
showing these tanks 1s appended {Map No. 3).

Next year, in A.D. 1523 (Kollam 699) on the 14th day of
Panguni the same ruler while residing at the same Palace in
Kalakkadu ordered that one Ayyakkutti a dancing girl and her
troupe be appointed as the ninth kudi (service holder). They
should do service in the temple®* (Turamum Seydu) and dehusk
rice, and give it at 2/5 of the paddy for food offerings, and were
to get all the rights (Svatantriyam) as for neighbouring kudis
and to get allotted or released a house site. A similar service-
holder was appointed in addition i A.D. 1545 (Kollam 721)%.

In A.D. 1545 (K. 721), another Tiruvadi Chieftain, Bhutala-
vira Rama Udayamartandavarma gave to one Anandakkuttar
Mudaliyar, the teacher of Kavi(ra)matha at Tirunelvéli the right
over certain specified temples in Naduvirkkaraipparru (i.e.
between Tambraparni and Ghatana rivers) for maintaining the
accounts (Madapatyakkanakku) and to get the dues and rights
(udamai sutantriyam) excepting some Siva temples and the
Mannarksil Temple.*

In A.D. 1546-Avani-6th day-(K. 7(22)-this Chieftain from his

1 Ibid T.A.5. IX-pp 21-22 T am indebted to Sri Selvaraj,
Collector of Tirunelveli for the sketch map (Map no.3)

2 AR.E. 38771916; TAS IX.pp 20.21 -,

3 A.R.E. 394/1916 ~

4 A.R.E. 30671916 TAS IX pp. 1l
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camp at Kallidaikkurucci ordered a certain Tirukkurugur,
daughter of Nagammai and her followers to be appointed as the

11th kudi in the temple’.
Two more dancing girls appointed for the 12th kottu (service-

troupe-tenure) in S. 1587 (K. 763) Arpasi, Dasami, as attested
by the temple accountant, Nalayira Muvendavelar alias Devap-
pillai complete the recorded-indeed a record!-number of service
holders appointed to the temple®.

1 A.RE. 396-1016 9 AR.E. 395-1916




CHAPTER SIX

THE VIJAYANAGAR PERIOD AND AFTER

With the campaigns of Visvanatha nayak and his son
Krisnappa, the southern most tract of Tambraparni and Travan-
core were brought under the suzerainty of the Vijayanagar
rulers: and the Tiruvadi chieftains were eclipsed. Though no
inscriptions of this period have been noticed in this temple, 1t 18
quite evident from the records in the adjoining villages like
Brahmadesam, Ambasamudram, and Kallidaikuricci, that In
Krsnappa Nayakka’s time there were extensive building acti-
vities. The architectural evidence of these building activities 1s-
unmistakable. The imposing front gopura, and the mandapa in
front of it and the Pandal or Utsavamandapa built within should
he ascribed to this period. There are statues of Nayak Rulers
reputed to be those of Krsnappa or Tirumalai Nayak and his
Brahmin Genera) Ramappa Ayyan. A number of inscribed slabs.
containing the name of artisans thereon clearly show them to be
belonging to the Nayak followers and the construction due to
Nayak patronage. An extension of a colony of Vaisnavite
families occupying the Sannadhi Street to the east of the Car
Street had occured during the period. It should be noted the
large number of Tengalai Vaisnavites and a few of Vadagalai
sect therein are quite difierent from the social. homogeneity of
the far earlier colonists occupying the three mada streets around
the Temple, who belonged to the Perianambi sect and are disci-
ples of the Tirukkurungudi mutt. Their ancestors were doubtless
the original colonists of the township from Céra and Céla
Times. The Siva temple dedicated to Kasi Visvanatha was also
apparently an addition during the period, and a tribute by son
Krsnappa to his father, after whom the deity was named.

The tradition associating Ramappayyan, the General under
Tirumalai Nayak, with the statues can be linked with some
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epigraphic evidence from the adjoining villages. Inscriptions
from Pappangulam village (S. 1562, Avani, A.D. 1640)' and
(A.D. 1638) in Melambur (Pungurucci)’ and in Sivasailam® near
Alvarkuricci* (K. 823, A.D. 1647)-all falling 1n Tirumalal
Nayak’s reign (Circa A.D. 1623-1659)-refer to this General. The
Pappangulam inscription records the construction of the second
prakira by one Krsnappayyar for the merit of Vaidyappayar,
Ramappayyan and Krsnappayar. The Pungurucci record gifts
certain taxes by the Nattavar of Ambur, Alvarkuricci, Kiruttina-
puram etc., to Sri Sivasailanathasvami for the merit of Nagarija-
Visvanatha Nagyaka, Tirumalai Nayak and Vaidyappayyan,
Ramappayyan and Krsnappayyan. The Sivasailam record refer-
red to the time of Ramappayyan when ‘food was regularly
distributed to the Paradesis (wandering mendicants or foreign-
ers(?)”’ These references to Ramappayyan could perhaps be
taken to relate to the General whose exploits in Kalkulam and
conquest of Tiruvithankode chieftains, as well as of the Sethupa-
tis were celebrated in a Tamil ballad ‘Ramappayyan Ammanai.>
Thus the tradition associating Ramappa and his master Tirumala
with the construction of the big mandapa and pandal mandapa
may not be without basis.

Above all, the decorated copper-covered Pitha on which Sri
Rajagopalasvamin with Andal and Garuda to flank him, is
seated is a distinct Nayak contribution and is called Visvanatha-
nayakkan koradu, Visvanatha who was the agent of Ramaraja
Maharaja of Vijayanagar (A.D. 1542—1565). Were the present
utsava deities also consecrated during this period? Doubtless,
in line with the characteristic embellishments of the Vijaya-
nagar period, the Dvajasthamba, would have been covered with
copper-plate, Vahanas, especially Garuda—but not the copper-
cast Sésa—were added, the utensils and articles required for
the Rajopacara for the deity were also provided.

While the God was seated on this Pitha named after Visva-
natha, His servants, the big assembly of Rajarajacaturvédi-

1 ARE 51671916 and 4 Sri S. Vaiyapuri Pillai has
Sl7r19%6 (ibid). edited this ballad
2 ARE 51971916 (ibid) 5 ARE 385/1916

3 ARE 52171916.
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mangalam assembled together on Utharaphalguna day on the
5th day of Margali in Kalayukti year, Astami Saturday,
Soubhagya Yoga—in the Kulasekharamandapa (in front of
Kulasékhara shrine) underneath the Udayamartindan Pandal
and gave a gift to Perayiramudayan Anantha Krisnan of Talai-
ccengiadu who was appointed for services as Kudavar (Temple
superintendence) in (S 1480) A.p. 1558. The inscription is signi-
ficant in that it contains the last available evidence for the
continuance of the Big assembly (Mahédsabha) of Raéajaraja-
caturvédimangalam.

A similar grant' of land, house and certain privileges was
made on the same day to Venrumalaiyitta Perumal of Idaiarruk
kudi near Salagramam who was of Bharadvaja Gotra—Jaimini
Sutra—on his appointment also as Kudavar. |

In aA.p. 1567 (Kollam (7)4(3), Ani 5th day, the residents of
Kakkalur, including Manna Pillai and Matta Panikkar® agreed
to replenish the 150 Kétas* of paddy mortgaged by the temple
with them. The Temple accountant Nalayiramuvendavélan
signed the deed. An accountant of the same name alias Déva-
pillai also figures in the documents of Kollam 763 (A.D. 1587)°
and of Kollam 764 (A.p. 1588).* The latter 1s noticed beiow:

In Kollam 764 (A.p. 1588) on the Uthara Phalguni, Astami
day in Margali, while the God and his servants were assembled
together in the Kulasekhara Mandapam underneath the canopy
of Udayamartandan Pandal one Sankaranayinar was appointed
as Dharmakarta and accountant of the temple. Incidentally the
appointments in A.D. 1558 and 1588 were made on an Astami
day and the present day belief that astami (8th day after pur-
nima or Amavasya-full moon or new moon, 1S not auspicious
for commencement of activity does not appear to have deterred
them 1n those days. ,

It shall be noted that the Mahasabha, which was associated
with a similar appointment in A.D. 1558 is missing in 1588 record
and if this omission could be attributed any significance,

1 ARE 386/1916 * 1 Kota=13,776 Tolas (Maclein's
2 ARE 382/1916 (1885) Manual of Administration
3 ARE 395/1916 Vol. II p. 579)

4 ARE 383/1916
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perhaps the Mahasabha in existence for over six centuries as the
active mstrument of township administration was now on its
way to decline, and disuse.

The last epigraph' 1s the one on a pillar set up near the Teppa-
kulam of the village at the eastern extremity of the Sannadhi
Street dated S. 1526, Kollam 781 (A.D.1604) Visuvadi year, Tai
month, 25th day,Anusa Nakshatra. This tank® was constructed for
the merit of Sinna Nagu Cetti Nayakkar son of *Potti Nayakkar
of Sri Salya Gotra for the Teppam festival and the Tirukkalyana
(Marriage) of Alagiya Mannar. He had endowed a parcel of
land which he bought from one Yagna Dikshitar in Brahma-
desam village for the festival to be conducted every year.

1 ARE 409/1916

2 The Teppa-kulam is a Temple Tank for the annual floating

festival. It also helped conserve water in the summer
months.

* The Epigraphist notice ascribing the gift to Potti
Nayakar is an error. |



CHAPTER SEVEN

CONCLUSION

This authentic temple history has been reconstructed based
closely on the details contained in the epigraphic records in the
temple and in othersin the vicinity. This temple history fans
out into the history of the tract, of the society and its organised
behaviour, and of the administrative institutions, local and
royal. For the temple was the centre and focus of the life and
activity of the township.

In the Cola-Pandya times the mahasabha of Rajarajacaturve-
dimangalam was virile, active and solicitous to the needs of the
institutions that came up due to royal munificence. The Maha-
sabha had representatives of each of the twelve Ceris therein,
They all met in a common place and transacted public business.
or attended to municipal functions. They could allocate lands
for temples, gardens and appurtenances, the village habitat, the
habitation of the service-holders, and other public utilities-
Even mutts or other such charitable institutions unless specifi-
cally exempted, were subject to the levy of the house-site tax,
gathered by the mahasabha, or alternatively, borne by the
mah#sabha. The public places, temple, the village common, and
uncultivable lands, tanks or irrigation services, and such 1ik€
lands, were exempt from land-revenue. To facilitate accounting
and enjoyment even scattered parcels of land and part villages
were reconstituted into anew Devadana village, as an entity,
and subsequent additions of even small parcels of lands were
integrated with such unit villages. The bureaucratic structure
and the official procedures for recording, conveying and imple-
menting royal erders were similar under the Colas and the
Pandyas.

The mahasabha could sell lands, especially those reclaimed
from forest and lands for extending wet cultivation. They
could also part with the tax-free Brahmadéya tenure of lands
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for consideration, and such lands could be reconverted into
private holdings bearing assessment. While the mahasabha
held unoccupied lands and lands in common besides natham
sites individual holdings of occupied lands were of the predomi-
nent category. Such lands could be sold by the owners and by
even heirless women after getting a release deed from their
agnates. The lands sold by the two Brahmin vendors of the
Mainabharana-caturvedimangalam, and Kudiningd Karanmai
lands of that village, the land-revenue of which was added to
augment the income for the temple and the Kakkalur garden
lands sold by two childless widows of the village were illustra-
tions.

The mahasabha was also the agency through which royal
orders for public works was conveyed, as when the royal epistle
transmitted by them to the Vaisnavas of the temple to construct
the second prakara of the temple. They also undertook to allo-
cate and assign proceeds endowed to temples outside the town-
ship, deducting such transfer in the revenue accounts and
implemented the transfer of the interest so endowed. It might
suggest the collective responsibility of the mahasabha for secu-
ring the payment of land dues and remittances.

They had its executive staff, the Madhyastan, the scribe who
recorded the transactions and attested them.

The mahisabhi was also associated in public and ceremonial
functions in the temple as when the King visited it, and when
he made grants and also in the temple festivities when appoint-
ments, and grant of honours were made.

The last we hear of the mahasabha in the inscriptions of this
temple was when they were also present while a change in the
incumbency of the Temple Superintendent was effected 1in
A.D. 1558. Possibly from being an active instrument and accredi-
ted agency for revenue remittance and local administration, they
had got diffused gradually more into a loose social assemblage
and their functional content had thinned cut. In the 15th and
16th centuries the personal control and influence of the rulers,
especially the.Tiruvadi Chieftains and Vijayanagar (Governors,
in the appointment of the service-holders of the temple and
induction of new incumbents, and downgrading of the earlier
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holders were more pronounced. Paid executives for the Temple
came 1nto position and the hold of the Sthanathar or agents
who appointed them was noticeable. The larger divisional
agencies like the Nattar were coming into prominance. Corres-
pondingly the mahasabha could have commenced declining in
their authority even if they had not fallen into disuse altogether.
Strain seems to have been felt towards the end of the 16th
century also by the tempie as when it had to mortgage 150
kotas of paddy.

The other collective organisations of Ur (predominantly of
agriculturists) and of the Nagaram (of agriculturists and mer-
chants) also functioned in a similar manner in their respective
jurisdictions. The communal, or common lands vested in them
and the public works and utilities were under their charge and
supervision. They could give their consent for use of water or
for excavation of channels in the common lands of the township
and rights for usage of surplus water could be created with their
agreement. Illiteracy, which was not to be seen among the
members of the mahasabha, but admitted by quite a few
among those acting for the Ur or Nagaram was no bar to their
functioning as responsible decision-making members of the
Town-ship Organisation. But illiteracy was most pronounced
among the garrisons. These organisations also had then guar-
dians or executants (Karanavar) and executive accountants were
changeable. The village artisans not only had their profes-
sional but public functions as well, in land survey, and in deter-
mination and demarcation of boundaries of the village. Original
records of village surveys and boundaries were preserved in and
could be cited from the Royal Archives, even after two centuries
and more. They were relied on to settle disputes and reclaim
endowments which had slipped out of possession. A keen
historical and archivistic sense was there in evidence.

The role of the King was essentially promotional and regu-
latory. Cera Rajasimha founded the temple, and named it
after Cola Rajendra. As an inscription' aptly puts it “The

1 ARE.403/1916. The use of the verb “SOBHAVATI" in
Parasmaipada is rather peculiar but is admissible as the
fruit of the action-His shining lustrously-accrues to another,
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Deity was the resident of Rajendra Cola (Vinnagar) but the
Cera builder (Keralendra) steals the credit for causing the Pro-
tector and Refuge of the universe to shine forth (SOBHAVATI)
in this temple (built by him).
“Sri Rajendra Cola Vasasya

Keralendraya Sobhavati

Jagatranaiva Krsnasya Sasanam’
Even if by ““Keralendra’®, Kulasekhara was meant, the, double
entendre’ purport of the composition could be unmistakable.

Emperor Rajendra himself assigned the land-revenue from
Vindanur village. His son and Viceroy, Jatavarman Sundara-
Cola Pandya assigned the revenues of Sundara Cola Pandyanallur
and of Manabharana-caturvedimangalam. This last was enlarged
during the Cola-Pandya Viceroy’s reign by the Cera Prince
Rajaraja when his visit to the temple (as he was over looking
the panorama in front, in the direction of that village from the
upper tiers of the then front Gopura) was availed of to request
for an augmentation of income. The subordinate or vassal status
of the Cera prince had not stood in the way of his assigning
the land-dues from these ten veli holdings as an additionality to
the temple. Perhaps the fact that some of the holdings were with
the temple servants, and its limited quantum could have facilita-
ted that grant. Anyway powers of such assignment of land-
revenue due to the State could be seen to have been concurren-
tly exercisable.

The second recorded visit was of the Pandya King Jata-
varman Kulasekhara when he made a grant of State dues to the
Kulasekhara shrine. The Tiruppavai used to be recited on such
occasions as it was considered to be benedictory to the King and
the realm.! Every new dynasty not only preserved but added to
such benefactions and enlargement of the temple.

the Cera builder instrumental for His standing forth in the
temple-vide page 399 ; Chapter XIII : A Higher Sanskrit
(Grammar-by late Moreshwar Ramachandra Kale (1961 edn.)
Motilal Banarsidas Publication.

1 Tingimri nadellam Tingal mummari Peiydu ... Ningada

= 44

Selvam Niraindelor embavai® (V. 3) “Engum Tiruvarul
Perru Inburu varembavai' (V. 30)
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The example of their Lord and King was followed by the
garrisons and the legions who had their share of endowments
made. Even when the garrisons found themselves to be enjoying
the endowed properties, they had the good sense to restore them
to their rightful owners, the temples or the shrines.

Palace and the people came close to sustain such institutions
and there was a keen sense of participation of the mahasabha,
the Ur. the Nagaram, besides the royal offiicers, and the small
men of small parcels, who sometimes sold their lands under the
stress of personal circumstances.

If religious merit was the motivation the means-the reclam-
ation of land, bringing more under the plough, construction of
irrigation sources and of channels for wet cultivation, and
tending cattle for ghee - were sure and effective methods of the
agro-economic growth and development. Irrigation modes and
water management were well understood and practised. Creation

of public utilities was undertaken also by private munificence
and local agencies and royal grants encouraged them and heiped
optimise water use and management. The surplus water of
higher sources was conserved, channelled and harnessed to
create sources below to maximise wet cultivation by water use.
When such extensions of irrigation were permitted the upper
riparian rights were fully reckoned with and safeguarded, and
yet no waste was tolerated. The wet lands were classified accor-
ding to the number of crops grown, number of wettings entitled,
and graded accorded to productivity (varisal or taramj. ‘

Efforts to fell forests and bring lands under the plough, and
progressively convert dry lands to wet were still continuing in
the extremities of the village at the foot-hills, thanks to th€
nobles and the aristocracy which held the land and who carved
out grants of share interests from the produce for the benefit of
the temples even afar.

While Rajarajacaturvedimangalam the big village, had a far
larger Brahmin population of several extractions, and of difie-
rent persuasions, the Vaisnavas clustered around Rajendra Vin-
nagar and intensely participated in the conduct and festivities
of the Temple. They had names which indicated that the
phrases in Thiruvoymoli, the Vaisnavaite hymns, with their



<« CONCLUSION 57

Tamil idioms had come to flavour everyday life and vogue.
{Caste was no bar to be a Vaisnavite and some of them were not
Brahmins (Sattadar) and occasionally also illiterates.

There was a Vaisnavite Matha in the first Ceri of the village
and 1ts head Brahmin Sanyasin, Sendalangaramahamuni was
perhaps the inspiration for the erection and provisioning of the
shrine for Kulasekhara alvar, though the benefactor who accom-
plished 1t was Sendalangaradasar, a native of Mullaipalli in
Malaimandalam, and perhaps, a disciple of the Sanyasin of
that name. The Alvar shrine was in charge of another Sanyasin,
later, Parankusamahamuni to whom the benefactor Dasar had
entrusted it and the Vaisnavas willingly agreed to obey his
directions on pain of substitution at his will if any transgressed
them. When an earlier endowment to the principal deity was
recovered, the Vaisnavas in charge of the Temple had consented,
at the instance of the King, to allow the proceeds of the res-
tored lands to be utilised for the new Alvar shrine. Besides the
principal deity Himself additionally transferred, out of His own,
proceeds from another tank endowment. The Deity Himself was
a legal person and grants were documented as made and done
by Him.

Doubtless the temple was the centre fostering both Sanskrit
scriptures, the Vedas and the Tamil Prabhandas. The two main
festivals in the temple were in the months of Margali (Decem-
ber - January) and Masi (February - March). The former was
the festival of Tiruvoymoli, when the entire four thousand
verses were recited. The latter, presumably, was the festival In
connection with the natal star (Punarvasu) of Kulasekhara
Alvar. On one occasion the God went in procession on a Tiru
vadirai day in the month of Makara (January - February). The
festival was also the occasion to grant recognition and honours
to benefactors, make endowments from the temple income for
services, and for grant of privileges besides conducting formal
transactions like the appointment of Temple executives, account-
ants and service-holders. Usually these were done when the
principal Deity taken in procession stood past the Nalayiravan
Mandapam in the Pandal erected in front of Kulasekhara Alvar
shrine. Indeed, it was an occasion of song and dance, for dis-
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play of music and art, and of colour and fragrance, in which:
the entire township participated. The occasion was the more-
brilliant and lustrous when royal visits synchronised with it.
But the temple and township activity was essentially and inten-.
sely one of the Township, for the Township and by the Town-~
ship.



ANNEXURE

A note on the interpretation of the phrase
‘“Kadamai-Kolla Kadan Parramayil”’
in Inscription No. 111/1950

1. At page 401 of the ‘Colas’ Vol. II part I (1937 Edition)
Prof Sastri has observed as follows:

‘On the other hand, in some instances the tenants occupy-
ing the temple lands seem to have held them on more favourable
terms than others, or at any rate, to have had better opportuni-
ties of getting the terms of their lease revised when necessary.
Thus the kani-kadan due from Manabharana-Caturvediman-
galam to the Visnu temple called after Rajendra Cola in
Mannarkoyil was fixed at 3840 kalams and odd; this was found
to be high, and in consequence the Cera Rajarajadeva added ten
velis of land to the original extent and fixed 2600 kalams as the
annual rental on the whole village so extended. Instances like
this show clearly that a number of extra-economic considera-
tions entered into the management of temple lands.’

2. This interpretation hinges on the meaning of the phrase
‘Kadamai Kolla Kadan Parramayil’ occurring in No. ARE 1]
of 1905, the text of which has since been published in South
Indian Inscriptions Vol. XIV in 1962. The point is whether the
‘Vadakkadan’ (Immutable or fixed demand of 2600 kalam) was
fastened only on the 10 veils added by Cera Rajaraja to the
village or 1t was the reduced demand for the village, as a whole.

3 The following considerations are relevant. Firstly, the
grant of Manabharana Caturvedimangalam has been clearly
described as ‘RQe¢vadana’ from the 6th year and what was granted
was the ‘Kanikkadan’ State land-demand on arable holdings.

1 pp. 81.82 of S.I.I. Vol. XIV
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Though portions of the text of the inscription (108/1905)* are
built-in and 1t is incomplete and the extent of and the demand
for the village are not available, these two crucial aspects of
the tenure of the village are beyond doubt.

4. Cera Rajaraja had added (Palambadi padirru veliyum
ulpada) on ¢ Kudininga Karanmai” Tenure, i. e. the karanmai or
cultivating rights of the holders of the land was to continue un-
impaired. He also fixed a “vadakkadan” on immutable quantum
of 2600 kalams. No other miscellaneous or subsidiary levies (sil-
lirai or antarayam) in cash or kind or other obligations were
to be demanded from these holders other than the fixed quantum
of paddy. The dues assigned to the temple were in kind as

that would help the provisioning of services therein He also
proceded to distribute the 10 velis as follow:

1. Cera Kula Sundaran | —- 2 veli
2 Madavan Jayapalan — 2 veli
3. Ilakkuvanan Uttama Piandyan alias
Bhucakra Kesari Muvendavelan — 2 vehl
4. Velan Vira Colan aliis Manu
Kularama Muvendavelan — 2 veli
5. Sembonnadavallan - — 1 veli
6. Kurundan Kari - — 1 veli
6 persons — 10 veli

The assignment carried with it the proportionate share in
Urnatham, or housesites, and the appurtenant rights to trees,
and water from wells, falling within the ambit of the lands as
due within the village. The lands were also capable of being
made a subject of usufructory mortgage. The mscription has
clarified that other levies like Kumarakkaccanam, Alageredu
included, and Kudimai (obligations of cultivators or tenants)
shall not be demanded and only the fixed demand or obli gation
of 2600 kalams of paddy per year shall be delivered (by the
assignees) from the 16th year. These lands on these terms, also

carried the rights of sale and making usufructory mortgage, by
the holders

2 P. 69 of the S.II. Vol. XIV
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5. Thus the terms of immutable demand or obligation, of
exemptions from all other obligations, and of rights of vendi-
bility and appurtenent enjoyments, all pertain to the 10 velis and
the 6 specific assignees of land, and as appropriate to the tenure
of Kudininga Karanmai which is different from the Devadsdna
tenure of the earlier grant with assignment of State demand on
occupied holdings in that village originally granted in the 6th
year of Sundara Cola Pandya. The Cera Prince directed the
officer Villavan Muvendavelan to have this transaction engraved
on stone and as dictated by him (ordered by him) the priest Tiru-
vanandapura dasar and another and the temple executive (Sri
Karyam) Buccakrakesari muvendavélan had it engraved on
the stone.

6. The term °...... Veliyum ulpada’ signifies the additionality
of 10 velis for which the fixed obligation was stipulated, and was
made payable to the temple.

7. The question i1s whether the immutable demand of 2600
kalams was-a reduction from the original Kanik kadan of 3840
and odd kalams. This can be answered with reference to (i) the
average rate of levy of land-demand (kadamai) prevalent in this
and adjoming townships and (i1) what the phrase ‘kadamai kolla
kadan parramayil’ conveyed.

3. On the first point, we have clear evidence, as set out below.

(1) Mannarkoyil village (13th year of Jativarman
Sundara Cola Pandya); (A.D. 1033).
Rajarajacaturvedimangalam: Vellan vagai tenure.

(a) 2crops 6 wettings - Rate of assessment 102 kalams
2 Tuni 4 Nali per veli + cash 7 kasu, Kani Araik-
kani/Kil 8 ma

(b) Malukadu (Forest Reclaimmed land)?

108 kalams - padakku
At the average rate of say, 8 Kalams per kasu
(prevalent in Tanjore district)* the cash assessment
could be equivalent to 56 kalams and odd.
Thus the total demand per veli would be about
158 kalams, for the land in (a).

3 S.I.I XIV No. 145, pp. 75-76 ARE 110-1905
4 The Colas, Vol II Pt, I, p. 374

Y —— P
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(2) Sermadevi Village: 17th year of Jatavarman
Sundara Cola Pandya. (A.D. 1037)
Nigarili Cola Caturvedimangalam?®-
Devadana Irayili tenure
2 velis of Kalanilan-
Kanikkadan - Cash 16 - 6 ma
Paddy 219 kalams 1 tani 1 padakku
4 nali
Per veli = Cash 8 - 3 ma
Paddy 1095 kalams 1 padakku 1 kuruni
2 Nali
Adding the paddy equivalent for cash at 8 kalams
per kasu total assessment in paddy would come
to about 1731 kalams

The lands were distinctly inferior, and the tenants
regretting their inability to bear the obligations
relinquished the holdings.*

(3) Tiruvalisvaram Village- 17th year of Jatavarman
Sundara Cola Pandya. (A.D. 1037)
Rajaraja Caturvedimangalam
.5 velis of land converted into Vellanvagai tenure.
Iraikadan - 642 kalams - 6 kuruni 2 nali-

| ulakku - 24 Sevidu - in paddy
Cash : Urukolnilam kasu - 351 mukkani
Katciyerudu - S

403 mukkani or 2/80
Per veli = 128 and odd kalams
+ 8 kasu and odd in cash for which
the paddy equivalent would be about 64 kalams

Total assessment in paddy = 192 & odd
kalams per veli

Thus the rate of land demand or kaniklkadan or iraikadan or

kadamai per se would vary from 158 kalams to 192 kalams per
veli inclusive of the approximate paddy equivalent of cash dues.

5 S.II XIV, p. 83.84, No. 157 ARE 619-1916
6 S.LI. XIV, No. 164, pp. 91-92

7 S.LL XIV No. 160-161, pp. 85 #i.
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9. The lands in Manabharanacaturvedimangalam should
stand in more favourable comparison even with Case No. 3; both
were in the township of Rajarajacaturvedimangalam. Hence the
iraikadan per se for 10 velis could at the least be 1580 kalams and
more appropriately 1920 kalams. If this were tenable the balance
of 1020 - 680 kalams (taking the two extreme rates of the most
and least favourable assessments) would appear to be too sharp
and improbable a reduction from the original demand engraved
on stone of 3840 and odd kalams for the initial extent of the
orant-village. The temple would have been at a disadvantage
if such a net reduction in its assigned dues had resulted. It
would not have been the intention of Cera Rajardaja or those
who supplicated him to get a net reduction to so low a quantum
of assigned revenues to the temple.

10. What, then, could the term ‘kadamai kolla kadan
parramayil’ mean? The answer to this could be traced in two
inscriptions, one of which has been cited by Prof. Sastri in the

foot-note at p 401 itself.
11. This is an inscription of Cola Rajaraja I from Suchin-

dram (Kanyakumari Dist.) in his 14th year (A.0.999).° It enhances
the dues (of Miyatchi) from the tenants who have Kilkaranmai
per crop from 3 kalams to 3 kalams, | tunt. [t proceeds to

add
““Kadan parrdda nilattukku Devakanmigale

kankanithu varuvargalavdr”

The editor of the Travancore series has translated this pass-
age as “The Devakanmies shall supervise such of the lands as
are exempt from taxes.”” Prof Sastri rightly points out the
error of this translation, but he construes it to mean where the
kadan or demand was too high and a category of land “‘which

could not pay such a rental”.
12. A different interpretation could be ventured. ‘Kadan’ 1s

also used in the sense of obligation (to pay the land dues).

'8 Travancore Archaeological Series Vol. IV, Pt. 1I p. 129
Also No. 1968-226 of TND Archaeology published in
Kanyakumari Inscriptions - 2nd volume (1972).
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(a) “Parru’”® (b) ““Parrada’’, (c) “Parramayil’”’, (d) “Parrili”*
can be given a denotative and technical meaning in which these
words occur in the Cola inscriptions, viz, (a) ‘““holding’ or
“held”, (b) “‘not held” or “not borne”, (¢) “not as yet borne”
or “held”’, (d) “‘not held” or *not occupied” respectively.

13. Adopting this sense the phrase under examination can
be rendered as ‘‘to realise the demand (“‘kadamai kolla”), the
obligation had not yet been taken or borne”, (kadan parramayil)
(for lack of tenants or bolders of land). In other words, the
demand fixed at 3840 and odd kalams was only potential, and
was as yet found to be incapable of realisation at the time as
the obligation had not yet been taken on or borne by the holders,
for the lands had not vet been occupied by the tenants taking
on the obligation to pay the demand. |

" 14. This interpretation will also fit in with the passage
quoted from Suchindram inscription which can be rendered as
‘‘those lands, the obligation (to pay the demand) for which had
not been borne by tenants, the temple authorities were them-
selves to supervise and (collect the dues)”. In other words,
the land was to be under direct cultivation under the supervi-
sion of the temple authorities by engaging tenants-at-will. This
interpretation gains strength from the very instance cited from
Seramadevi which almost provides a commentary on the phrase
““ Kadan parrada’ .

15. In the 17th year and 7th day, Jatavarman Sundara Cola
Pandya converted 2 velis of land 1in Kallur 1in Melavembunadu
(identical with Melakkallur in Tirunelveli Taluk) and fixed the
assessment at the rates quoted in para 3 above (Case WNo 2).
In the 19th year of the same rul.r, i.e. 2 years later, the royal
revenue authorities were addressed a relinquishment deed by
the holders of land in Kallur village by name Nakkan Bala-

9 Conter - 5.1.I. Vol. Ill-p. 123 No. 63 "Naom parru
kadamayum Ayamum kollum idathu . . . . kadamayum
ayamum kolluvadakac connom''.

* Prof. Sastri has also brought out this sense when he
renders 'parrile” as ”cult_iv"ablé land which was lying
- unclaimed” (pp. 339-40-Colas II pt) In Revenue parlence
“'unoccupied" would be the expression for “unclaimed".
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devan, a ‘Vellala’ Madavan Isan, Subrahmanyan Karunakaran,
Sattan Devan, Ninran Devan, Sattan Tittai, Nakkan Peran and
Nakkan Sendan, Devan Tantondri, Tittai Pattan; they all attested
and gave a relinquishment deed Madnaviraparantaka Kadai
cerithu kudutha parisu) to the following effect
They could not raise crops and pay the land dues (Jrai)
on the 2 velis separated from their village Kallur and
constituted into an entity and endowed as Devadina Irayili
to Sri Kailasamudayar tempie in Sermadevi; on account
of their inability they stated that they did not want these
lands and relinquished them before the royal ofhcer,
Nalundu Udayar. In the circumstances, (they agreed) these
lands shall be caused to be raised with crops and cultivated
by tenants (at will) whom the Devakanmies or the temple
executives shall themselves induct. The signatories-Urars
also agreed to bear the penalty inflicted on those who
disobeyed Manavira parantakan or royal command if they
proceeded in future against the tenants inducted by the
Devakanmies and who were cultivating the 2 velis and
paying the land dues to the temple or claimed any rights on
these lands as theirs or themselves hindered those who were
ploughing and cultivating the lands or caused hindrance

through others °"*
16. This is tangible evidence to show that demand on lands

endowed as Devadana could not maiterialise when tenants were
unwilling to cultivate the lands under stipulated terms, and
bear the obligation cast. In such cases, they relinquished their
claims and released the lands to be cultivated by tenants-at-wilis
inducted by temple authorities, under their direct supervision.

17. The term “Kadan Parrada’ should refer to such lands on
which the demand could not be realised as the obligation had
not been taken on or borne by or fastened on the tenants.

18. The term ‘“Kadamai Kolla Kadan Parramayil’’ could then
be rendered as ‘‘to realise the lands-dues the obligation had not
yet been borne by the tenants”. This would also explain the
induction of 6 assignees by Cera Rajaraja on the 10 additional
velis with their occupation and cultivating rights ensured, and

10 S.I.I. XIV pp. 91.92.
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their eligibility for the share of karanmai; the demand - realisa-~
tion becomes instantly secured to the benefit of the temple. The
10 velis could then be an augmentation of the grant-extent and
2600 kalams an addition due therefrom over and above the full
potential demand of 3840 and odd kalams for the Devadana
village.

19. The term ‘‘Parramayil’’ could also signify the state or
condition of the obligation not yet borne by the tenants. That
was partly remedied by the induction of the 6 assignees by
Rajardja

20. One point needs to be explained. The average Kadamai
per veli in Rajaraja caturvedimangalam had varied from 158 to
192 kalams per veli, while the immutable demand (Vadakkadan)
for the 10 velis would work out to 260 kalams per veli. Per-
haps this could be explained as follows: (i) Even the land in
case 3 was to the West of Gatana river and hence under its irri-
gation. The lands in Manabharana Caturvedimangalam was
fed by Tambraparani and their fertility could have been higher.
(i1) Under Kudininga Karanmai tenure the temple was not merely
in the position of the grantee of State demand on lands but
also had some additional right of Miyatchi over the land and the
difference could be ascribed to this extra land-rights of Miyatchi
if implied for the temple. (iii)) The assessment was a fixed one
and the holders had been freed of all other obligations and to
that extent the demand would have reckoned with the differen-
tial advantage enjoyed by the holders of land. (iv) The assess-
ment was unchangeable and the benefit of future improvements
to land was left to these holders.

21. If this analysis 1s correct, the conclusions are:-

(1) In short the lands were assessed but unoccupied. The
3820 kalams fixed originally for Manabharana Caturvediman-
galam was the potential demand fixed in the 6th vear of Jata-
varman Sundara Cola Pandya. It was still not capable of being
realised fully in the 16th year when Cera Rajaraja visited the
temple, because the obligation to deliver the demand had not
been borne by or fastened on tenants still. Henct to augment
the income to the temple, Cera Rajaraja added 10 velis of land
on a fixed demand of 2600 kalams, assigning the land to 6 " indi-
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viduals; presumably the lands were cultivable but not as yet
occupied.

- (ii) The fixed demand of 2600 kalams on 10 velis would be
more or less compatiable with the rates of land dues obtaining
in the period and in the township and adjoining villages, regard
being paid to the totality of rights of the temple. b) and the
productivity of land. This augmentation of the assigned revenues
with prospects of realisation would have helped the temple

which was the objective of the Cera prince and those who suppli-
cated him.

(11) There was no diminution in the land dues for
Manéabharana Caturvedimangalam. It was a moot point how far
a vassal Cera Rajaraja could have ordered an absolute reduction
in the land revenue demand on the village while yet adding 10
velis of land. [Though such instances could also be cited].

22. Alternatively, these 10 velis could have formed part of
the village, Manabharana Caturvedimangalam (/mmanabharana
caturvedimangalam palambadi pathirru veliyum ulpada) and
Rajaraja could have assigned 10 velis of unoccupied land there-
from fixing an immutable demand on the 6 holders inducted by
him. In that event the residual extent and demand would have
had to be held or borne by other tenants.

This inscription has been concluded as follows:-

“Cera Rajaraja was pleased to direct the officer Villavan
Muvendavelan to have these terms of Kudininga karanmai
engraved on stone and as pronounced by the officer
Muvendavelan, the temple priest Tiruvanandapuradasar
and another and the temple executive (Srikdrya) Bhucakra
kesar1 Muvendavelan (and another) engraved this on stone”

23. None_ of the elaborate official hierarchy of the Cola
administration are found here and from this subscription, per-
haps, it might be deemed to be an internal arrangement made
by the temple authorities at the behest of Cera Rajaraja.
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24. Even if the second construction were plausible there was

no diminution in the quantum of the assigned land-dues from
the village to the temple

25. The passage has been literally rendered at p. 14, bﬁt 1ts
import as an additionality has been brought out, at pages 18

and 55 of the text of the monograph, based on the first inter-
pretation ventured in this note.

- 26. The texts of the Inscription under discussion 111/1903,
of the Mannarkoil Inscription, the Suchindram Inscription
(T.N I. 1. No. 193/1968), and of the Sermadevi Inscription (A.R.E.

No. 630/1916) are also reproduced below.!' for facility of
reference.

ANNEXURE—-Further Notes
(i) p 4, paral & p. 49, para 2 '

The additional utsavamarti, Sri Rajagdpala and Sri Andal
and Sri1 Garuda have been surmised to be consecrated in Nayak
times, though in an interrogated manner.

The murtis as seen in plates Nos. 19-21, were distinctly far
older, and perhaps could date to early Cola or Pandya period,

and could be reckoned as one of the few early consecrations to
be worshipped in this form.

(1) p.23 - para I

The interpretation of the phrase ““Maligai Mudarppadi
Eduttu Vandapadi” offered here gets confirmed by the occurrence

and context of the same phrase in a Sucindram inscription of
A.D. 1140 *

‘‘Pullamangalam Maligai Mudarpadi Nangellaikkutpatta
Nilartile Nilangandapadi’ (1.14.) - s

Again “‘Pullamangalam Maligai-mudalpadi Nankellaikkut-
patta nilam” (1.16). Clearly this would refer {o the original

boundary document-copy kept in the Palace Records or
chancery.
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2 The same inscription* referred to a palace in Mullinattu
Rajarajacturvedimanglam. The inscription was dated 8th year and
(40)7 day of Maravarman Srivallabha, who was a predecessor,
perhaps, father of Jatavarman Kulasekhara, and of the date
Circa A.D. 1140. Evidently, in the bigger township of Rajaraja

Caturvedimangalam in which ‘Rajendra Vinnagar’ was situated
there was a palace and chancery.

“Mullinattu  Rajarajacaturvedimangalattu  Koyilinull él&i
Palliyaraikkadathu Palipidam  Munaiyadarayanil Elundaruli-
yirundu’ (1,7,8)

It should not have been difficult, then, for Sendalangara-
dasar to secure a copy of the survey and boundary record of
Vindanur to prove the extent and boundaries of the earlier grant,

from the Palace Records in the Township, and to establish the
title of the Temple.

It should be noted that a record of A.D. 1021 was still kept

Intact for over two centuries for an authentic copy to be made
and adduced in evidence.

(iv) Pages 1, 2 : para 3 and page 56 : para 4

The endowments of land revenue (Kadamai) in Sundara
Cola Pandya Nallur were made by conversion of Brahmadeya
Tenure into Vellanvagai. Also other lands as in Manabharana
Caturvedimangalam and in Kakkalur were purchased by the
Temple. Even in the Pandya period grants were only made
of the State’s interest subsisting in the lands. Were these an
indication that the availability of lands under settled cultiva-
tion and in the proximity of the Aabitats and the Temple which
were valued the highest were becoming inelastic, and virgin lands
suitable for occupation and for denovo grants were already
tending to become scarce in such economically advantageous

locations with ease of access and transport and facility for
manuring and cultivation?

* Tamilnadu Inscriptions Series III No. 196/1968
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S.L.I. Vol XIV No 154 A, R. E. 111 of 1905
On the North wall of the Gopalaswamin Temple, Mannarkoil.
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11. The texts of 111/1905 and 630/1916 are reproduced from
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Tamilnadu Inscriptions Series IIl No. 226/1968
On the outer wall of the Kailasanatha shrine, (Anaipparai)
Thanumdalaiyapperumal Temple, Suchindram
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S. I. L. Vol, XIV No. 164, A. R. E. 630 of 1916

On the South Wall of the central shrine in the
Ammainathaswamin Temple, Sermadevi.
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CHRONOLOG{CAL ANALYSIS OF

INSCRIPTIONS WITH

SYNOPSIS AND REFERENCES

Ref. No.
S. in ARE
No. Report &

Year

el k=vaniickl i, —-— e e - ——— ——

Reterences
to Text

published

Dynasty-Ruler-Date-Abstract
of contents

1 107 of 1905 S.LI. XIV  Cola-Pandya - Jatavarman Sun-

2 108 of 1905

3 109 of 1905

4 110 of 1905

5 106 of 1905

6 392 of 1916

No. 132
p. 68

S.I.I. XIV
No. 133
p. 69

S.I.I. XIV
No.144 p.74
also E.I. X1
pPp.295-97

S.L.I. XIV

dara Cola-Pandyadeva-4th year-
Gift of land to the temple which
is here named as in No.106.

6th year-Built in the beginning.
Mentions Manabharana - catur-
vedimangalam. The temple 1s
called (R3jendra-Sola-Vinnagar-
devar).

Cola-Pandya-Jatavarman Udai-
yar-Sundara Cola-Pandyadeva-
13th year - sale of land.

Cola-Pandya-Sundara-Cola-Pan-

No. 145 p.75 dyadeva-13th year-sale of land.

S.I.LI. XIV

Cola-Pandya-Jatavarman Udai-

No. 148 p.78 yar Sundara -Cola-Pandyadeva-

S.LI. XIV

14th year - sale of land to the
temple here called Rajendra-Sola
Vinnagar.

Cola-Pandya-Sundara-Cola- Pan

No. 150 p.80 dyadeva-14th year-Gift of half a

lamp, lamp-stand’and 16 cows, by
Seralan-Madeviyar’s Adi (chchi)
servant of queen of the Cera
king Rasingadevar to the temple
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Ref. No: Reterences
S. in ARE to Text Dynasty-Ruler-D'ate-Abstract
No. Report & published of contents
Year
of Rajendra - Cola - Vinnagar -
Alvar of Mudigonda ...... I
Rajaraja-Pandinadu.
7 112 0f 1905 — Cola-Parakesarivarman Udaiyar

Rajendra-Coladeva - 24th year-
Gift of land dues.

8 111 of 1905 S.I.I. XIV  Cola-Pandya - Jatavarman Sun-
No. 154 dara-Cola-Pandyadeva-16th year
p.81 Gift of land-Mentions the Cera

king Rajarajadeva.

0 114 of 1905 S.I.I. XIV Cola-Pandya-Jatavarman Sun-
- No. 177 dara-Cola - Pandyadeva-Built 1n

p. 98 the end. Mentions the Cera kKing:
Rajasimbha.
10 113 of 1905 S.ILI.XIV ~ Cola-Pandya-Maravarman -Built
No. 193 in at the end. Mentions the Cera
p.108 king Rajarajadeva.
1T 408 of 1916 — Pandya - Kulasekharadeva - 11th:

year. Registers an order of the
village assembly under the
instruction(niyoga) (of the king).
Certain private houses which
were required 1n  constructing
the second prakara of the temple
according to the Sastra were (ac-
quired and) granted.

12 402 of 1916  — - Pandya-Jatavarman Tribhuvana-
cakravartin  Kulasekharadeva-
13 & 6th year-The Srivaisnavas.
of Rﬁjendra-Vin'nagar in Raja-
raja-caturvedimangalam granted.
to Sendalangaradasar a pidipaduw
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Ret. No.
S. in ARE
No. Report &
Year

Reterences

to Text
published

Dynasty-Ruler-Date-;Abstract
of contents

13 399 of 1916

14 398 of 1916

under the following circumstan-
ces. The latter having got the
release of certain lands in Vinda-
nur alias Avanimartandapuram
the ownership of which was dis-
puted by the residents of Puliyur
in Tenvari-nadu and of Srivalla-
bhacaturvedimangalam in Kuru-
marai-nadu in the boundary
dispute referred to in No0.400,
the nagarattar of Vindanur
granted the karanmai of these
lands to Sendalangaradasar of
the Kulasekhara-Perumal shrine.
The king on the occasion of his
presence at the Nalayiravantiru-
mandapam to hear the tirup-
pavai, remitted all the taxes on
these lands 1ncluding kadamai
and antarayam.

Pandya - Maraverman Tribhu-
vanacakravartin Sundara Pandya
deva-4+ 1st year. The villagers
of Puliyur alias Nripaculamani
nallur in Tenvari-nadu having
assembled together as ur granted
the flow of excess water of their
tank, to other tanks.

Pandya-Maravarman alias Tri-
bhuvanacakravartin  Sundara-
Pandyadeva. 44-1st year-Gift
of the village of Velanjolai to
the same shrine by the Karana-
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References

to Text
published

Dynasty-Ruler-Date-Abstract
of contents

.ﬂ"'"—

15 406 of 1916

16 407 of 1916

17 405 of 1916

vans of the tantra headed by the
chief military officers, in the
imperial service (sengolvelaik-
karar) of Parikkragam Deven-.
dravallabha of Urimaiyalagiyan
in Vadavarai-nadu.

Pandya-Maravarman  Tribhu—
vanacakravartin Sundara-Pandya.
deva-11+1st year-Refers to a.
gift by the residents of Vindanur
alias Avanimartandapuram to
the Kulasekhara-Perumal.

Pandya - Sundara - Pandyadeva-
11+ 1st {year-Built in at the
beginning. Gift of a tank by
the revenue subordinates of the
Munaikedir-mohar, to the deity
Krisna (Tiruvaykulattu-pillai) at
Rajendra-Vinnagar. The taxes
on the tank, if imposed, were
agreed to be paid by villagers.

Pandya - Maravarman Tribhu-
vanacakravartin Sundara-
Pandyadeva 11+43rd year-The
residents of Puliyur alias Nrpa-
culamaninallur having met in

‘assembly as ur, granted to the

temmple of Kulasekhara Perumal
certain privileges for carrying
the water from .theirtankcalled
Sendalangaran pudukkulam.
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Retf. No. References
S. in ARE tc Text Dynasty-Ruler-Date-Abstract
No. Report & published " of contents
Year
18 397 of 1916 —, Pandya-Maravarman Tribhu-

vanacakravartin Sundara-Pandya
deva-14th  year-Registers an
agreement given by the Srivais-
navas of the Rajendra Vinnagar
temple of Rajarajacaturvedi-
mangalam to Alvar Sri Paran-
kusamamuni, one of the Brahma
vidvans of that place, stating
that they would obey him 1in as
much as he has been appointed
to look after the service in the
shrine of Alvar Kulasekhara
Perumal set up and endowed by
Sendalangaradasar of Mullaip-
palli in Malai-mandalam.

19 401 of 1916 — Pandya-Maravarman alias Tri-
bhuvanacakravartin  Sundara-
Pandyadeva-20th year-sale of
garden land belonging to two
childless widows of Rajarija-
caturvedimangalam for 12.5
anai-accu to the shrine of Kula-
sekbara-Perumal by their repre-
sentatives (Mudukkannu), one a
son-in-law and the other the
father. It 1s stated that before
doing this, the widows appealed -
to their gnatis for help; but fai-
ling to get 1t other gnatis permit
ted them to dispose of the lands
as they liked.
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Ref. No. Reterences

S. in ARE to text Dynasty-Ruler-Date-Abstract
No. Report & published of contents
Year

[ —

'20 400 of 1916 — Sendalangaradasar of Mullaip-

palli in 'Malai-manda]am who

set up the shrine of Kulasekhara

Perumal declared the village

Vindanur in Kurumarai-nadu as

a tiruvidailyattam and settled its

boundary disputes on the

strength of an old document
which was now rewritten. The
village had been formerly sur-
veyed under royal orders in the
9th year of Rijendra-Coladeva
and registered as the tiruvidaij-
yattam of Rajendracola-Vinnagar

Emberuman in Rajarajacatur-

vedimangalam in Madhurantaka

Valanadu, a sub-division of

Rajaraja-Pandinadu.

21 403 of 1916 — Scems to register an order of the:
Chief God referred to as Krisna
of the temple, granting the kada
mai of Nadalvakulam for
meeting the expenses of offerings.

etc. on the day of Ardra in the
month of Makara when he went
on procession and stood in front
of the shrine of Kulasekhara.
The gitt was made to Sendalan-

garamamuni at the suggestion of
Tiruvaranga-Nargyanan.

22 404 of 1916 — Tribhuvanacakravartin Konerin-
maikondan-5th year-Gift of two
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Ref. No.
S. in ARE
No Report &

Year

References
to Text

published

VI

Dynasty-Ruler-Date-Abstract
of contents

23 393 of 1916

24 391 of 1916

ma of land including all taxes
to the matha of Sendalangara-
mamuni for feeding 12 Brahma-
vidvans, and himself every month
on the day of Satabhisaj which
was the birthday star of the
king. Kalingardaya instituted the
charity.

Tribhuvanacakravartin Konarin-
maikondan - 8th year - Registers
an order to the residents of Pan-
nangudi alias Vikramapandya-
nallur in Mullli-nadu and refers

to land given in Pilavilai alias
Kulasekharanallur on the
southern side of Rajaraja-catur-
vedimangalam to 12 bhattas of
Kulasékhara caturvedimangalam
and to the temple of Nalayira-
Vinnagar-Emberuman, for the
recitation of the Tiruvaymoli.

Pandya-Jatavarman Tribhuvana
cakravartin  Vira-Pandyadeva-

30th year-Gift of land and a
tank, by Ilaiyalvar Devaccilai-
Perumal alias Vikrama-Pandya
Kalingarayar, to the temple of
Parpanaba-Perumal at Tiru-
vanandapuram. The assembly of
Rajaraja-caturvedimangalam de-
clared these to be rent-free and
deducted them from the vari
register.
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25 Un-numbered Un-
published

26 390 of 1916 —

27 388 of 1916 —

28 384 of 1916 —

L

13th century (Paleograph'ically)
Provision by Land grant for
VINNAPPAM SEIVAR(reciters
of prabhandas) in the temple
(fragment).

Kollam  662-Registers that
Narumpunkondan Tandaiyum-
kalum-alagiyan Virakeralan
Virudarayan and his party were
to take up the nattuvaturavu
and talakara-turavu in the
temples of Alagiya-Mannanar
and  Kailasa Mudaiyar at
Rajarajacaturvedimangalam and
those at Tiruppudaimarudur
Attalanallur, Adiccanallur and
other places. These services are
stated to have been till then
held by outsiders (paradesi).

Ordered that Anandavalli (was
to be appointed 3rd kudi) in the
temple of Alagiya-Mannanar of
Rajarajacaturvedimangalam, a
Brahmadesam in Mulli-nadu, in
place of Valli-Manikkamalai and
her set who formerly occupied
the 3rd kudi but were now trans-
ferred to the 4th.

Pandya-Kollam 688 - Being en-
camped in his new mansion at
Vélakkuricci the king granted as
a taragupidipadu the right of
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Ref. No.‘ References

S. in ARE to Text
No. Report & published
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290 389 of 1916 T.A.S.
Vol.1X
p. 21

30 387 of 1916 T.AS.
Vol.IX

p.20

31 394 of 1916 —

32 396 of 1916  —

VIII

1 e

Dynasty-Ruler-Date-Abstract
of contents

ﬁ (husking paddy?) etc. by appoint-

ing (temple dancing girls?) as

second kudi.

Kollam 698 - Sankarandrayana
Venrumankonda Bhutalavira

Vira-Udayamartandavarman
having become the chief of
Siraivay and being encampecd at
his new mansion in the Brahman
quarter (agara-sirmai) cailed
Viramartanda-caturved -
mangalam of Kalakkadu alias
Solakulavallipuram in Paccar-
ruppokku a sub-division of
Vanava-nadu, gave seven tanks
including all income to the
temple of Alagiya-Mannanar as
Tiruvidaiyattam.

Kollam 699-Gift of taragupidi-
padu to Ayyikkutti and others
who were appointed as the 9th
kudi in the temple, while the
king was encamped, in his new
mansion at Agara-simai in
Kalakkadu alias Solakulavalli-
puram.

Kollam 721-Built in at the end.
Refers to the appointmet of
dancing girls for turavu (service)
etc.

Kollam 7(22) - Registers  that
the King from his camp at
Kalladaikuricci ordered that a
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certain Tirukkurugur, daughter
of Nagammai, and her followers
were to be appointed as the 11th
kudi of the same temple.

33 385 of 1916 — Saka 1480-Registers a gift of

land by the god, his servants
and the big assembly of Raja-
rajacaturvédimangalam having
assembled together in the Kula-
sekhara mandapa, underneath the
pandal called Udayamartandan,
to a certain Perayiramudayan
Anantakrisnan of Talaicengadu
for his services as kudavar in
the temple. It 1s stated that the
god was seated on the pitha
called after Visvanatha-Nayakar
who was the agent of (the
Karnata King) Ramarajadéva
Maharaja.

34 386 of 1916 — Saka 1480-Gift of land, house
and certain temple privileges,
under  similar circumstances
to a certain Venrumalaryitta
Perumal of Idaiarrukkudi near
Salagramam, who belonged to
the Bharadvaja-gotra and
Jaimini-sutra on his Dbeing
appointed for the service of
kudavar in the same temple.

35 382 of 1916 — Kollam 7 Mentions that the
residents of Kakkalur including
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36 395 of 1916

37 383 of 1916

38 409 of 1916

e pre—rerrepgr i

Dynasty-Ruler-Date-Abstract
of contents

Manna-Pillai and Matta-Panik-
kar, agreed to replenish the loss
of 150 kottai of paddy which
had been mortgaged by the
temple. The document is signed
by Nalayira Miivéndavélan.

Saka 1510-Appointment of two
dancing girls for the 12th kottu
in the temple. The document is
signed by Nalayira-Miivenda-
v€lan alias Devapillai.

Kollam 764-Records the appoint-
ment of a certain Sankaranayinar
as the dharmakarta and accoun-
tant of the temple by the god
and his servants, assembled
together 1n the Kulasékara-
mandapa underneath the canopy
called Udayamarttiandan-pandal.
The document is signed by
Nalayira Muvéndavélan alias
Deévapillai.

Saka 1526-Gift of land by a cer-
tain Cinna Nagucetti son of
Pottinayakar for conducting
the Teppattirunal festival of
Alagiya Mannanar.
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APPENDIX II

TEXTS OF UNPUBLISHED INSCRIPTIONS
[ Chronologically arranged]

{ The following texts of 14 Inscriptions are printed with the kind
permission of the Chief Epigraphist, Mysore, who has not only
supplied me these unpublished texts for my study and use in
preparing this Monograph, but has also painstakingly had them
verified to ensure accuracy. I am deeply indebted to the Chief
Epigraphist, Shri K. G. Krishnan for this invaluable assistance
and for the kind courtesy in permitting me to append these un-
published inscriptions to this book, (vide the Chief Epigraphist’s
D. O. letter No. 38/2(3)/79, Camp, dated 27.7.1979.)

E. A. R.E. No. 112 of 1905 8. A. R. E. No. 403 of 1916
> ’s 397 of 1916 9. s s 404 of 1916
. ’ s 398 of 1916 10. s ’s 405 of 1916
s ’s 399 of 1916 11. y ' 406 of 1916
’s » 400 of 1916 12. > ' 407 of 1916
. ,, s 401 of 1916 13. s ,s» 408 of 1916
s s 402 of 1916 14. s s 409 of 1916
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A. R. E. No. 112 of 1905

[On the South Wall of the Central Shrine in the
Gopalaswamy Téemple at Mannarkoil]
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A. R. E. No. 408 of 1916

[ On the South Wall of the Prakara of the Kulasekhara Alwar
Shrine in the Gopalaswamin Temple, Mannarkoil]
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A. R. E. No. 402 of 1916
[On the East Wall of the Kulasekhara Shrz':ne]
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A: R. E. No. 399 of 1916 .
[On the North arid West walls of the Kulasekhara Shrine]

1 Gavred of F QuusRiTsHEG Owed agey o
Oamwrm usTvgTer Jrm™aewd  FHNSSHGET L] VTR
umerigus Oeaun@ wre(h BTTSGT 6T ST TLOTeT(® (LaTer
BTL_(B) QUyR0Q2uiD L] JIgy FTes F @33 iisev S gl L
J:T@(-%JEJ eevorewst 5O d  Oli(mLom 6

2 Oaruiedev mmwei wf @GVOFETLGLmHLTET
Supm[m* s Hs5@  Ogareurdl  BTL @ ylwgmer  BlmL
Gormoantl pROGTT 2ergmuiensh s 2l LD SHTLD BTG - g
uT® G055 UNFT S GTRIAGBT 2B DM cmmuu @un‘hu @mm
Bl mh—

3 gre Wgs pir Keoyp wpeuTds GobH  Hipss
Qrrs&S QuT® m ugprmasrreurr@av Qar® @umu @Egmu@rr
Smalen_wimi 1 _omer WHIGL BT TIDAITET Gentb  Blon b

FTelB  BTUIEET ‘@@@ﬂmz._cum b et uf » @ers5F06w
wenL_ G FILU UTERE Ripsi@ QprsHs sre Qe ysd GCar®

OQurwi g Fmmeuruigiiges QUi mliursfs Osmareur
gr&ayd @ing Bl unwyll &g ermser gl . L0 myEmed ey
srm QuTERed Fmbg UmLfley el miiGum iy ey @uuu}
F4T4l & s b ﬁrrurr&@a;— -

4 @aﬁmmgﬂm WRL_ 32 TGurLD LI GB5T Gl & . '@Qg@grnb
sargrullengh s 2oGymid prweni wf GVFsglr GLrmLomerF
Swp1ins g5 2 Quiugsg Qo Lelwd SipaeT 1(pS S
@ewean 9 Lot yeraen_wimeyer Feuewew wpllarp s Glever e
TS 2. Qevey @Gflwer PEFSERT 2 & F 1D LITGETLYUL
wpOlou i & Qouen et cTp S5 Qeweu Oasmeausr Fhusener Fers
OlF’1g e10p S5 @Qemey 2. gwernr OETUEGT FibBT LITGBT 1.1
wpOaup s Oeuarrarips g @emar GOT S SiBs GlFmpls L16ve

5 o seogwer eIupss @eer smeuet LT SelEnes
o Seug et 1(phg Q@Qemey  Olmomer  OF b Hener - GFuiw



APPENDIX 1II IX

asresrigus wploup s Olewermesr 611phgG FPHIFGT HEESTEU FUT 65
surareueyr plleup s Oleuermer eripd s 2. @Qeurser OFmaew
@peeg grmL 1hgur O _up&erer Qeugyid Fewrde Ol mer
1060 2. enL_wmer 2 eni_wmer Frmisener  GVOFEy  (1LpOe kS
Olevermesr eTpd & 2.

A. R. E. No. 398 of 1916

On the North Wall of the Kulasekhara Shrine]
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- [On the East Wall of the Kulasekhara Alvar Shrine in the
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A. R. E. No. 403 of 1916

[On the east base of the Kulasekhara Shrine]
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A. R. E. No. B 404 of 1916

[On the East Wall of the prakara of the Kulasekara Alwar
Shrine in the Gopalaswamin Temple, Mannarkoil]

Text

1 aped of [|¥] doraeardsseud  Oesrlerfsrenie
Qamresr_mer  aparafl BTL B Fmermmds Hoeau-33l ks S g
wasn Qsfuldmagd O _msTy TWIFEEESE BT
wps FSUSS BTAT LOT=

2 awpQ@asrmib @Qeur LG SeD DICCIRE e Grg LD
eni;@n digncirger QUi LeTal(peUTH@GD  SWSGD  C1Ror g

(l_.,DGYT@ﬂL_@ QlovesTHoueTayds @ @eugyfled &TiT LFTaTD AIdaTw)lb
Bovgge stvarleans powdGle @)

3 eor( TRV  YEhFTM L ST (L S6V asa_mwu?wi)
9 BSTTWAPD 2 (pSTTGIguD  alaflCursepd  HHeu STew
yFFHD ST ]Puyd ARG gevs_ptd SewriOimid S iflwenm
grl@ud Oeur 1gts Lime”L (ptb

4 vessE Il 5% als@ras Oumub eumrsmp  Oumyip
@aresFdars Oumid Oumrer eufluyn @eudlme& m] LS 515
@augyt an@@euwiri  GlsmentGeumd  WwdaTeuilud - Blevip Sy
eufluytd GUITFTLIGUUPLD DD MILD GTLI—

5 Quitmi’t ereyd ol wrlyp  @ewpulefuar
uf mis e QL6 pOleu guny©loeir py ST elMIST TWIGT BLOG G
Qamerewenouiey  @uoeparafl  BTL® 77 erT s 506
s S G Lpsn0Ffuled @) |

6 s @Q&FLFewL_whisTy WwanTipellser mHTD L9 nbsS
FOHUSFH BTET TGO STOD S wL_FGHe GG
vessemd Ol LieTesti(houT H@GD  HSGW CeorBerparertin_(h
Olovewst Hauereyds & @eugytled &mm LiF

7T nmerd aeruyd  BlewgGev  sldwaudflens  mlev g Sl
@uesr(h m Blewapd Qeueumesst(h HTMT (LPSHD SL_OULD b S
gmwEpld 2°(1p SrerGguyd aletiOuImTHUpd  FHHoU STET — IFFHED
ST Gud RS, ..... wptd ST iQLimib & ifluieurrr



APPENDIX I XXVII

8 miiPuyud Qan’glium’e qpd uUehsId FiH ofs
Sl Qupd cursmn Ouad @uressdearts Quimibd QuLimes
anflupgd  mrd  @QeugyflelpESm [l ]S %5G anemsowTT
Gamewr® euapd wlewreuflyd Bfewups]edd eufluyd eury LiEpLd
L5 fy—

9 b erlQurdin’i_egeyd 2.0 e iyp @ m
welurssd Qemar@ed @iy a3l Sgad Qsda 155
&6 ..... FIepd Oleur” .19 e & g5 @awcmas 2. (Qemen Smdk
STRTUOIT Foes oo & . YEOBSHTTTeT Hyedlssmuwi|er]

10 spsrmbTT Yewgwer yewgdEFTET LIPEHBUITTWL
Oerp s s wrewm® (H-aug Brer FWsr @Qeneu &HAEIGLY. BTL.(B
dlepswenr Guuen_wrer  yewgwer Quflumeyer G seTaTen
SO ..... PS5 [@Qevey G\ mEH T

11 Qursg s:pwss sr_meyrrer O sgerareuar Gapa s
SIT Yo& FSrenew Leveveugraripsd s o

1 @ gmermf ¥ ] ﬂlf.ﬁ‘“qﬁlf—aﬁ mxmasev,g,gj LD QYD) T &GN ol 80
Quirid @l anQAAWE TGS BT . . 05 & Oeuarranib

@orag[mr]

2 . mwewt  wpQeupsOeverrmaysi  sew®  wp(H) $H@ &
Bl msGey Oeew_wmsTy wapTupalls@pd@ @Qeur L. &
Sev QLimLomer G B5y 5 @5 .......... wrewHO ST D VAR
...... antyam af2 e seir Qm Li—

3 eraflmeum@d CQooTBarperefll B Qeuest(Houe ays&
DEHFT G STTAUPHV FTTUFTGTLD Ty b g&vmﬂm& iV &
S0 @Quess® wr Bl @ewpuledwrs (). .. Qa0 155 S
358-

4 mapsigGw @)eieuresst(® S UsFTaTD (LpSey @)Tess(®
or plad  OBHEHL_HDWD YBSHTTW VIPSTGT GHQUJLD STl
Qumy 0P miyd wHmbd earfless euflaser sTLIQLITL]
uSlem muded eu—

........

d M pliisewrseyd @QeuflpsSm L& 556  wierafluyd
21 @ pulddurss ensdsy aepPEEELLOS 2. @mar
Swlissri gyafym s Smeugniger......... a0 BT gh-



XXVIII RAJENDRA VINNAGAR

6 wfroveser s Qe [O]grTT WY LTW
et eTpSg. @Qeweu OB gﬁ@@zm cTUpSE  ([@emar
LG SEE - ] uTan-Oeer eripss Qe  Ol&r.......L_6F

LD GOT

T W @Grgl L e e1ips s @eweu BlbenLs  (@evkEns
QFnpmer eripdsH Qevar @ L & & » @ G FHGUIT GV
G w[T*] D uF H;086 TS Sl @6&)@1 @awg,y‘@g; .. S5t

ONY,

8 sari alrepml of Sa8er TS (Qen  eTIOLY
Qumrr  prormwestedidaTwasuieuer Oevmenowm g  erupd £

@eney Y BSENTT W BT T TUIGHIGT IY......... ©lou Gasrr@grr-

O & YyoreubsTer WL G GI(IPD G @sm‘u G)JGUQLI';'.
s, [ g Je1¥sup g8 TS H 2

Continuation of the above No(?)

1 Qumorer  wp sefsafley @wm:_ut_[ ,g) 6)5}621') el ud
5515 b5 alauws g
2 oubueveuer Glumerareer ofl e & w g mw i ks

FM I & & HTOL_T D @6y H@GLD

3 ouoen S 1% b BT (mS  Lmen O ST mID  Lp i @&u_qu

oni;an ai e HeT @)~

4 oump Ysublur uFemeveuenguyd  omaw O ST ayLh
Yupg OEFweliiuigTarenind @ (-

5 owou OFenrewmismy wanripel eripds 2 (@2es-g0
wy1egmeger golGlamy wee-g[o* ]amulss

6 mprowTulyeyleupss  Oevermayb Q) 1T @3 16T [ IT WiGHDT
wOlau s HOeuarTeniey OFwiuj—

7 weid wpsnQsiiamsses Qs _msTy wanr
P SE@RSHSGLD @auT LGSV BT—

8 weit SnprL swswig wrewEQSTOND HOQm

1 16557 gug)) 6T (o) —



APPENDIX II - XXIX

9 wur usielmeunp@D CrRerupaTedl B  GeueshT(Hover
VY $H & OHFTEUG HTT (LpH6Y

10 srifust]lar*ln %yt sivados dodH06w
@gessr(® o plevn @ puledrs @)

11 L@ prweyt ehawrees Qousgmedesss S pLpsL

g s @eueumenst(h ST LIFTETLD

12 wpgev OphaL_anud <bSTTuEpd o (1pSTeT @
ST LD FFEHF ML -

13 i eadflghs ............ T 1_GTayd 2.1 1 1Dl
[ m*][o]rsHeyd (e |

14 Mwpa@p w_S555  wlhwraly u. @ pufed
wirS[R]5 GHUUG

15  @eweu allewswgmgOarip s 5

A. R, E. No. 409 of 1916
On a slab set up near the Teppakkulam, Mannarkoil

Text

uun-a;n_%_!lg g@ﬂra}a&"ﬂ
Glev GlFeveur Bletr m
O)&TeveVLD 6T T ' H@HY
MlFeUT %) uEaHD & &

b o W IFSEF® Ko
v @0lor 5 &5 Qum—
S8 BTWEEHT GOTTIT
Sesrenr pr OFL1g.

o0 ~I N Wn L W N

\O

BITUIG ST L|6U0T GovTLI~—

10 wrs Feurl oy&us

11 | waire@pne COsius -

12 mmrer Susasedwme| 5% )
13 &6 ovyenlpuudey



XXX RAJENDRA VINNAGAR

14 w5 dxmflgi cueng—
15 wrs mrw QamasL

16 @2vy @Qbs5 Fer-

17 dwins Osreaw® o

18 557 25-356uemg—

19 &= eumapwp Glar mbo

20 Glspug Smprer p—

21 Saeurgrseyd Q)6

22 yewsasthu Sem & wim ST

23 emeur uSHehH Hl_—

24 sGeweue(cir) yuuAR[Us]—

25 w&gle(b) Lievresstlen

26 yewrewiiw Gem g Glermi—

27T eurpmseyd @)b% Lj6wsT—

28 ewflugens % b 1L

29  aentlamraue(6) Qabi—

30 eows sewmgulley smTrmLd—

31 wseweuwyd om Hm 9 FHT—

32 sslruyd & (5B eI ULD

33 Osmewewr O gmeyd P

34 & QurTs sL_auTEnFHayb HU™



Adicci
Adishtanam

Agrahara

Amavasya
Arohamandapa

Astami

Acaryas

Alvars

Andal

Aippasi

GLOSSARY

Servant

Plinth part, below the wall part in
a South Indian Temple structure.
A village, street or colony of Brah-
min residents.

New moon.

The ante-chamber immediately ad-
joining the Garbhagraha (Sanctum
Sanctorum) forming the entrance
frame work for the main Temple.
Eighth day after Newmoon or Full
moon.

Preceptors of the Vaisnavas:
usually referring to Ramanuja and
Manavalamamuni or Vedanta
Desikan.

Fourth month in the Tamil
calendar (July-August).

(Lit. those immersed in devotion:
The twelve saints of the Vaisnavas)
authors whose works make the
corpus of Divyaprabhanda, the
Tamil Vaisnavite scripture.

The Lady-saint and poetess, daugh-

ter of Periya Alvar who wedded
Sr1 Rangamannar; authoress of
Tiruppavai and Nacciyar
Tirumoli in  Divyaprabhandha
(Circa 8th-9th Century?).

Third month in Tamil calendar-
(June-July).

Seventh month in Tamil calendar
(October-November)
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Avani
Avacut

Balipita

Bhandaram
Sri Bhandaram
Sri Bhandarigal

Sri Bhasya
Bhashya-Vritti

Bhuvanavalli
Brahma

Brahman

Brahmadeya

Brahmadirajan
Brahmavidvan

Brgu

————

L
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Fifth month in Tamil calendar
(August-September).

Fields commandable by an irriga-
tion source.

The raised pedestal on which floral
or cooked offerings are made at
the threshold of the Temple, next
to the flagstaft.

Treasury.

Temple Treasury. |
The executives 1ncharge of the
Temple Treasury.

The commentary on Brahmasutras
by Ramanuja.

The service or endowment for ex-
pounding the Sri1 Bhasya.

One of the consorts of Visnu, and
worshipped as goddess Mother
Earth.

The creator, one of the Hindu
Trinity, and said to have sprung
out of the navel-lotus of Visnu.
The caste of priests and Vedic
scholars; Somayaji, Kramavittan,
Bhattan, Diksitar-all belong to this
caste.

Viliage or lands granted usually
taxfree either of State share alone
or of the lands together for suste-
nance of Brahmins.

Brahmin General

A Brahmin ascetic who has re-
nounced the world.

Sage, regarded as the ancestor of

the family of Brgus and as one of

the Ten Patriarchs created by the
first Manu. Mythologically said to
have decided Visnu as the greatest
of the gods.



G LOSSARY

Cakra (Skt.) —

Candra —

Caturvedimangalam —

Catanam (Skt. Sasana) —

Lera —

Ceri
Cetti
{itra —

Cola —

11

Tamil Ali-The disc in the right
hand of Visnu, one of his five
mighty weapons (2) Deified as
Cakrattalvar or  TiruvaliAlvar
(3) Used as a symbol to denote
boundaries of the properties, land
village etc. belonging to Visnu
Temple-Hence ¢ Tiruvalikkal; Tiru-
cakkrakkal”-the stone with the
sacred disc emblem.

Moon, one of the two Eternities
(along with Sun)-Hence ¢ Acandra-
rkam’ as long as Sun & Moon
endure ; for ever.

Usually appended to a proper
name denoting a Brahmin settle-
ment. Lit. The auspicious place
where those versed in four Vedas
reside.

Corrupt Tamil form meaning
document, grant or command.
The royal dynasty holding sway in
the West Coast, to the west of the
Western Ghats called the Moun-
tainous Tract (Malaimandalam 1.e.
Kerala).

A cluster of houses; a street;. a
ward.

The third caste-Vaisya (Skt.) Tra-
ding community.

The first month of Tamil calendar
(Caitra-Skt.) (April-May).

The greatest and most extensive
South Indian Empire, particularly
under the dynasty founded by
Vijayalaya ruling from 9th to 13th
century A.D., with Tanjavur as
their capital.



Dharmadarna
Dasyanama

Devadana
Devakanmi

Divyadesa

Divya Prabhanda

Ekadast

Garbhagraha

Garuda

[ T

A ——
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A charitable grant.

Name given to a Vaisnava on his
being accepted as a disciple by his
Guru. (Aciarya) who impresses his
disciple with the emblems of
Sankha and Cakra on his shoulders
and, imparts him the sacred Man-
tra word.

A grant to a Temple.

Temple priest (Lit. one who does
god’s work.)

One of the 108 places held in reve-
rence by Vaisnavas as divine-usually
sung in the Vaisnavite hymns.

The 4000 Divyaprabhanda - The

anthology of Tamil verses and
poems sung by the Vaisnavite
Alvars held as sacred as the
Vedas by the Vaisnavite followers:
recited in all Vaisnavite temples in
the month of Margali (December-
January) -

The eleventh day after Full or New
Moon-usually when fasting is ob-
served by the orthodox. This day
falling 1n Margali (December-Jan-
vary) is particularly held as sacred
and a festival when the Visnu is
taken through the Northern gate
ceremonially 1s celebrated, symbo-
lising the opening of the gates of
Heaven or Absolute Bliss-known as
Vaikunta Ekadasi. ’

Sanctum Sanctorum-The innermost
prart of the temple where the pre-
siding deity is worsHipped.

The vehicle of Visnu-King of Birds;
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Gnatigal

Gopura
Gotra
Griva

Guruparampara

Hanuman
Iraiyili
Jiyar
Kadamai

Kaittadi
Karanattan

Karuppanaswami

Kanikkadan
Karanmai
Kartigai

Kollam

son of sage Kasyapa and Vinatas
his wife.

Agnates-Succession in the Hindu
family in Tamilnadu being by
male line. -

Temple Tower, Entrance Tower
The lineage for which the guardian
Or preceptor sage oOr sages are
specified

The neck of the superstructure of
a Vimana or Gopura.

The lineage of preceptors of Vais-
navas-An inheritance of property
granted to an ancestor Acarya or
preceptor.

The son of Vayu, the devotee of
Rama

Without any State-dues on land
(Ira1) tax-free.

The head of a Vaisnavite mutt. Lit.
conquerer of the senses.

The share of the produce from land
due to the State, usually paid in
kind and also in cash or both.
Handbill.

Guardian; Head Accountant

One of the lesser gods or heroes

deified, watchman of the principal
gate in some Visnu temples as in
Alagarkoil (Madurai Dist.)

The land dues to the State from
occupted holdings.

commital of cultivation; cultivating

(tenancy).

Eighth month in Tamil calender
(November-—December).

The era commencing from A D 824
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in vogue in Kerala and in some
adjoining parts of Tamilnadu.

Koradu — Platform, Pedastal.

Kottu — Holding (of a service), or a troupe
of dancers, hereditarily holding
the service in a temple.

Konerinmaikondain —  Usual form of documents convey-
ing royal orders. Lit. while the
king is healthy and well settled.
The name of the ruler does not
figure ordinarily in the inscriptions
of this type, (In eflect, By
command of His Majesty’) used
both in Cola and Pandya docu-

ments.

Koshta — Apartment/niche m the structure
of the Gopura or Viména.

Kottam -— A territorial division of a group of
townships.

Krisna — (Tiruvaykulattu pillai 1n Tamil)

One of the Avatars of Visnu-‘“The
sacred child borne in the sheperd’s

| family”.
Kudavar — Temple executive; Superintendent.
Kudi — A tenant; a family holding a service;
service-holder; a subject or citizen.
Kudiningidevadanain — Land/village granted for upkeep of

a temple from which the tenants or
cultivators were not to be evicted
or removed.

Kudiningakaranmai — The rights of holders of land from
which the occupancy tenant was
not to be evicted-or land 1n which
the rights of karanmait occupancy
cultivation were to subsist and the
tenants/cultivators .were not to be
evicted, only the State share being
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Kulam
Kulasekhara

Matha

Madappuram
Madappura Irayili

Madhyastan

Mahamandapa

Mahamuni

Mahasabha

Manavalamamuni

Mandalam

Mandapa

Mangala

Mada ’

——

e ——
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granted to a beneficiery.

Tank ; Irrigation source.

Name of a Cera ruler who was
canonised as a Vaisnavite Alvar.
An establishment of an order-
usually headed by a sanyasin
Grant for sustenance of a matha
Grant of land made tax free for
a matha.

(Tamil Mattiyattan) Lit. mode-
rator, the Executant, and the Scribe
of the local body, especially of
the Sabha; also occurs in some cases
of other local bodies like the Ur,
Nagara.

The big or the main hall in which

the congregations and festivities
are held.

— An ascetic, Sanyasin, and head of a

| o )

matha and also an Acarya or Pre-
ceptor.

The township organisation in a
Brahmin settlement or Agrahara,
also called Sabha.

The Vaisnavite saint (b.1370 A.D.)
held in reverence by the Tengalai
sect next only to Ramanuja. An
author of several works in Tamil
and sanskrit.

A geo-political division, province.
The structure in stone or a hall or
apartment in a temple or in itself,
independently.

Auspicious, the street immediately
outside the temple wall.

The streets immediately running
outside the temple walls on its
four sides. Lit. storey.
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Miligai —  Palace; mansion, chancery.

Margali —  Nineth month in Tamil calendar.
A-month of festivals (December-
January.)

Mrakandeya — A sage

Masi — FEleventh month of Tamil calendar
(February-March).

Mukhamandapa | — The hall of entrance-front Man-
dapa in a temple-before the Ardha-
mandapa.

Murtis — Images, deities of the gods and
others 1n worship, icons.

Naguarattar — The merchant community; the

township organisation in a village
where the predominant residential
holders were of the merchant class
(Vaisya caste).

Nambirattiyar —  Queen.

Nadu — A geo-political division next to the
Mandala or Valanadu, consisting
of a number of Townships

Nayak —  The chieftain. The dynasties of
Vijayanagar governors.

Nityasuri ., — The Sun and Moon.

Niyoga — Letter, Epistle

Olai — Letter, communication

Orri — Usufructuary mortgage.

Pancaprakara | —-  The five circumambulatory passa-
ges, streets.

Pandal - — An enclosed space/place under a

~ canopy. |

Panguni ~ — The last month of the Tamil
calendar (March-April).

Paramapada — Lit. The Absolute Status-The

Heaven-The afterworld of the

Vaisnavas-Hence °the gate of

heaven: Paramapadavasal.
Patasasanar — Image of deity-depicted in paint
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Pandya
Piddgai
Pidipadu

Prabhandas
Prakara
Purattasi

Purnima
Saka
Sanyasin

Sdla

Samantas

Samantandr
Sandhara

Sastras
Sattadar

Sattumurai

IX

or colour-usually an 1mage n stu-
cco work over the base stone and
sculptured image and painted over.

~— The dynasty next in importance
only to the Colas holding sway 1In
the Southern most part of India.

— A hamlet

— A deed of title or a document of
right.

— The sacred hymns.

— Circumabulatory passages

— Sixth month of the Tamil calendar
(September-October).

— Fullmoon.

— The Hindu era starting with A.D.
78 1n use all over India from
about fourth century A.D.

— An ascetic, a person who has

renounced the world. ..

— Similar to Kuta in multi-storeyed
shrines, apartments rectangular in
plan occurring in the middle sec-
tion.

~— The neighbours as witnesses to
possession title

— A high royal offictal.

— A shrine which has a closed perams-
bulatory circuit between the innes
garbhagraha wall and the surround-
ing exterior wall. Rarely found
in Southern Types of temples.

— Scriptures; sacred books of rules or
codes on any subject.

— Non-Brahmin Vaisnavites. Also
known as Tadar or Dasar.

— (Satrumurai) - The finale of the

festival for recitation of the Divya
Prabhanda.



Sesha

Sikhara

Silasasanar
Siva:

Srivimana

Surya
Svatantriyam

Tai
Tala
Tengalai

Teppakulam

Tirukalyanam
Tirumukkalvattam

Tirunandavanam
Tiruppadimarru
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The great Cobra the seat/bed of
the reclining Visnu, who is mytho-
logically said to be bearing the

Earth on its head - also called
Ananta.
Pinnacle, The topmost major

component of the temple elevation
above the Griva or neck and below
the stupi or Crowning Vase.

Image of deity sculptured in stone-
One of the Hindu Trinity - the
Destroyer of the Universe.

The full minimal shrine unift,
covering from plinth to the spire-
It may house more than one shrine
in the different floors or Tala where
there is more than one.

Sun.

Rights or priveleges attached to a
service, post, or holding..

Tenth month of Tamil calendar
Floor |
One of the two Vaisnavite sects
which attaches greater importance
to Tamil Prabhandas and has its
own lineage of Acaryas, distingui-
shed by its theological faith in
absolute service to the lord and
faith in His Grace.

Temple tank where a floating festi-
val 1s held.

Sacred marriage of the Lord.

A place of meeting of the congre-
gations or of the township organi-
sation or in religious festivals.
Temple garden.

The sacred apparel or clothing or.
wardrobe for the Temple deity.
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Tiruppani
Tiruppavai

Tiruvadi

Tiruvadukkalaipuram

Tiruvoymoli

Tiruvidaiydttam

Turam

Xt

Construction and renovation works
The thirty poems, composed by
Andal forming part of the Divya
Prabhanda, wusually sung in the
month of Margali. *“‘Pavai” is a
form of Tamil prosody depicting
the gathering of maidens of the
village who take bath and observe
a vow (originally dedicated to Kat-
yayani. or Parvati) for getting
worthy grooms but subsequently
generalised to accomplish all good
on earth. In Tiruppavai the God
in veneration Krsna i1s addressed
for bestowing the Meed (Pakai) in
the hymns which are of high poetic
content and appeal.

The dynasty of chieftains holding
sway 1 South Travancore and
Tirunelveli District in the late 15th
and 16th centuries with capital at
Kalakkadu in Tirunelveli Dist. on
the banks of river Paccavar a tri-
butory of Tamiraparani.

Grant for maintenance of the
kitchen (Adukkalar) attached to
the temple or shrine.

The 1000 and odd verses forming

part of Divya Prabhanda composed
by Nammalvar a vellala who was
canonised as a Vaisnavite saint
(Alvar), rich in philosophic and
poetic content recited in Vaisnavite
Temples in the month of Margali.
The grant for a temple for its ser-
VICes.

Service, responsibility, office Hence
Nattuva turavu-(to be the conductor
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Udayavar

Urar

Urkanakku

Utsava Miurti

Vadagalai

Valanadu
Vadakkadan
Vahara

Vaikasi

Vaikhanasa
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of the Dancer Troupe). Talakkara
turavu - (to be the conductor of the
Rhythmic instruments or beats)
One who owns; usually refers to
Sri Ramanuja also known as
Bhasyakara and Ilayalvan, the
Vaisnavite Preceptor.

The township; the chief consti-
tuents of the township conducting
its affairs.

The accountant, the chief executive
of the Ur township.

The icon of the God (usually 1n
bronze) taken out in festivals or
processions.

The second sect of Vaisnavites
who venerate Vedanta Desika as
its main preceptor after Ramanuja
and his line of succession, who
give greater prominance to Sans-
krit and theologically stress ‘pleas-
ing the Lord by performance of
rites and also self-effort to bear
fruit through the intercession of
the goddess to reach the God-
head. |

A geo-political division compri-
sing a number of nadus sometimes
a division of Mandala.

The immutable capital (not to
waste away) or permanent quantum
of land dues or obligation

Vehicle used for festivals.

Second month of Tamil year (May-
June) | |

The more ancient of the two
principal schools of Temple rituals
and priests as opposed to Panca-
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Vaisnava

Vatreluttu

Vedas

Vedavalli

Vellanvagai

Vinnagar

Visnu

Visvaksena

Vrtti
Yagasadlai

Yli

XTI

ratra, introduced by Sri Ramanuja
with stress on mantra and tantra
( modes-The priests of this class
have the Tuft (parvasikha) in front.

— The Hindu population worshipping
Visnu as the supreme God.

— The old script of Tamil in use in
Pandya and Cera Kingdoms prior
to the tenth century when the
present script in vogue was popula-
rised by the Colas.

— The sacred scriptures of Hindus
Rk, Yajus, Sama and Atharva and
their auxiliary works.

— One of the two goddesses consorts
of Visnu.

— {(Peasant-holder’s Tenure) where
the individual holder is responsible
for the land dues on his holding.

—  Corrupt form of Visnu Grha-The
house of Visnu.

— The god in Hindu Trinity who is
the protector and sustainer of the
Universe.

— An epithet of Visnu held to be In
charge of the Household of Visnu.

—  Tenure, endowment for sustenance.

— The Hall where fire rites or Homas
are performed.

— A mythical animal with the trunk
of an elephant and having the
form of a lion; lion.
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AL,

. The Front Gopura



2. A closer view of the Gopura
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3. A section of Gopura in 1ts details



4 The Gopura; the Prakara wall
(for which lands were acquired by order of
Jatavaiman Kulasekhara), and the Garuda Shrine

5. The moulded basement of Adhisthana



6. The Srivimana of Rajendra Vinnagar erected by the
Chera ruler Rajasimha built around 1021—22 A.D.
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The ¢Nalayiravan’ Mandapam - now known as
or Tiruvadirai mandapam - and
sv1 Kulasekhara shrine

Sathumuras
the Dvajasthamba of

- .I.-I. -
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: 0. The Kulasekhara Alvar shrine with its
Srivimana built by Sendalangaradasar
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13. "Sri Veda Niravana in a seated pose (utsava-murti)



(17.nuw-papsin) asod Suipueis e ul BUBABIEN BPIA LIS “p]
MIIA Iedy (9) MIIA JU01 (®)




MIITA 1B3Y (g MILA JUOI] (®

(11anwi-vapsin) 1Apnyg 11§ ¢

o o r ey T - W T

3 g o s ..-_.l nn
e eyt e o - S
=

ok m B . B
g e Y T

g




(174n1-papsing TAPELIN 1IS  *Q]

]

MIIA I8y (q) MITA U0l (e)

L

.._..__ﬂ...-..r...“....-u-.............rn-. o




(eusxy) reqpddnnenyfeanaiy /1
MAIA 183y (q) MIIA U0l (B)

...u..,....m_n_u_m...ﬂ...”..u" .
il )

i

- =

i B, S e e o b R R




MITA JUOI (B

o oo et

"= g i




eSS 2
1S pue euUewsS)ie7] Yl ewe
. 49 .,..M _._m .
. )

MIIA JUOI] (B

"2

|-- .q-.v..r.".n-. A RN o
e N
. o te el

e n
g e
s




il (utsava-murti) - Froat view
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30. A side view of the gopura and the Pandal
. and the Utsava mandapams



31. The front view of the Temple and the Gopura



