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FOREWORD

Thm is the era of seminars. It is one of the academio devices for °
f ion on the less und d topics of imp We have
had two suoh ised by the Di of Arohaeology, Tamil Nadu,
one on ‘Hero Stones,’ and the other on the ‘Chola history’.

It-is well known that the early History of the Tamils is still largely
shrouded in chronologically unverified cultural stages. It has been custo-
mary to consider the ‘Sangam classics’ as representing the very peak of
the early Tamil socio-cultural scene, but it has not been possible for
scholars to pin-point its chronological stage yet. Assessments had been
swinging between the remote centuries before Christ, to the first four or
ﬁve centuries after Christ. It would be hellthy, howevel', to analyse the

from & multi-disci 'y app h of 8y, ynnd
oulture, and also to follow the archaeologioal techni of p g
from the known to the unknown, backwards into tlme

In so far as the Chengam ‘hero stones’ (whwh are apparently the
oldest of this kind) are d, their palaeog dopting a transi-
tional Vatteluttu and at the same time dealing thh the several known-
kings of the early Pallava line, places in our hands, perhaps for the first
time, a tool which can be used for not only assessing the cultural situa-
tion of the institution of ‘hero stones’ in the then society, but also to
perceive the earlier stages of the palaeographic wealth of Tamil Nadu, in
relation to these ‘hero stone’ records. We know now, thanks especially
to the painstaking and methodical work in recent years, of Iravatham
Mahadevan on the early Tamil Brahmi cave records that they might range
from the lst Century B.0. to the 5th-6th Century A.p.in pristine and
evolutionary forms. We have several stages of their records with com-
parable material in the form of graffiti letters on pot-sherds, as at Arika-
medu, Uraiyur, Korkai etc. and ending with the series of records at
Pugaliyur, Varicchiyur, Tirunatharkunru and Pillayarpatti. Some
where in between also fall the evidence from the Chengam coin hoard
(from the self-same tract, may it be noted, as that of the ‘hero-stone’s




under discussion), now acquired by the Madras Government Museum  All
these show that the first few centuries of the Christian ora had a script-
vogue of a particular kind, and the contents and their literary quality also
was of a particular mode. Those said to be of the pre-Christian early
cave Brahmi groups do not differ from these significantly, and it is dcba-
table if they could indeed be considered as so much antedating the rest,
especially when, archaeologically spesking, it is now very well established
that the periods prior to the Christian era had been reflected in Tamil
Nadu by a robust culture, represented ceramically by the ‘Black and Red
Ware’, moored into the Iron Age technically, and given to the erection of
ostentatious funerary stone cdifices to the dead, in the form of ‘megali-
thic’ tombs, several thousands of which dot the Tamil country-side,
especially in Tondaimandalam (coming again within the purview of the
<hero stone’ provenance). These megaliths, in their ¢ black and red ware’
pottery, have graffiti markings which have no direct relationship to any
script form as such. Thus, the erection of hero stones-inscribed as
well as uninscribed-(both of which belong to the category of
non-sepulchral memorials and hence outside the purview of megalithic
custom) might advisedly be considered as well post-dating the megaliths
of the Iron Age, which are seen to spill into the very first century of the
Christian era in Tamil Nadu. Considered from the era of Roman contacts
and the other data, therefore, we could assume a cultural matrix of the
Iron age megalithic period as the basal stratum (with a Neolithic sub-
stratum) of the Tamils in the pre-Christian centuries, upon -which was
built the subsequent developments of their cultural scene. A terminus
post-quem Was also needed for the process of sophistication, as reflected in
the Sangam epics, and the inscriptions on the ‘hero stones’ would seem
to indicate they do indeed reflect, by tone and tenor, the developed stages
of these classics. One of their classics, Malaipadukadam, especially, apart
from others in Aham, Puram, Peruntoyai and Ainguruniru talks about
the ‘hero stones’, in a graphic manner, in the very zone. where they have
now been discovered and recorded in profusion, namely, the Chengam
taluk, and the implication would, therefore, be that these ‘hero stones’
were in vogue at the time that particular Sangam classic was compiled.
This together, with the fact that it is recorded in the Vettoluttu seript
throughout-in sharp contrast with the early Tamil Brahmi records upto
the Pugaliyﬁr-Tirunatharkunru later stages, would appear to give us a

t cultural-chronol that would help us much in dating
the central ‘Sangam’ lore They would seem to be filling upto the gap




between the 3rd-4th Century A.Dp. and the 6th-7th Century A.p., and
would suggest that the Vatteluttu itself was derivable scriptally in upper
Tamil Nadu, from the early cave Brahmi records, but shows a full social
utilisation of the seript-record potential by the Tamil Muse more profusely
in developed Vatteluttu stages, as reflected in the present ‘hero stone’
geries; and this would appear to be the most valuable contribution of the
nature, place and possible regnal date, ascribable to the Chengam ‘hero
stones’. Thus, the method of archaeology, of pr ding to the unk

from the known, also has received a link in these ‘hero stone’ records with
their regnal years. The scholars would do well to be thankful for these
very valuable records, and make full use of them for assessing and analy-
sing certain of the stages of early Tamil culture and sociology.

I am thankful to my friend, Shri R. Nagaswami, Director of
Archaeology, Tamil Nadu. for having given me this pleasant opportunity.

K. V. SOUNDARA RAJAN,

Superintending Archaeologist,
Archaeological Survey of India.



PREFACE

The Tamilnadu State Department of Archaeology organised a
Seminar and exhibition on Hero-stones on the 24th and 25th of February
1973. This venture was the fruition of intensive survey by the epigraphy
wing of the department, in the years 1972.73. These Hero-stones are
abundantly present in the Chengam taluk of North Arcot District and
Uttangarai, Harur taluks of Dharmapuri District.

The Seminar was inaugurated by Dr. T.P. Meenakshisundaram,
former Vice-Chancellor of the Madurai University. Dr. Ayyappan, former
Vlce-Chancellor of the Kerala University distributed the prizes. The
exhibition was opened by Thiru K. G. Krishnan, Superintending
Epigraphist, Archaeologxcsl Survey of India, Mysore. Thiru K. S. Nara-
simhan, Cq , Hindu Religi and Charitable Endowment
Department, released the departmental publication “Temple Arts of Tamil
nadu” in Tamil.

The Seminar was divided into four sessions presided respectively by
Thiru S. R. Balasubramaniam, Dr. N. Sanjeevi, Thiru K. V. Soundararajan
and Dr. K. K. Pillai. Nearly thirty research papers were presented. The
papers read were broadly divided into the following topics— Hero-stones
and literature; Hero-stones and History; Hero-stones and Grammar.
Papers pertaining to Hero-stones of individual rulers and dynasties besides
the sociological impact of Hero-stones on Tamil culture were also presented.
The evolution of Vatteluttu script in Heru stones received merited
discussion amongst the scholars.

Distinguished scholars like Professor K. A. Nilakanta Sastri,
Dr.T. V. Mahalingam, Thiru N. Vanamamalai, Thiru Mylai Seeni Venkata-
swamy and others participated in the proceedings.

In connection with the Seminar and Exhibition, the department
conducted an oratorical countest for college students on ‘Hero-stones and
Literature’. Students from various colleges in the city took part in large
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members. A three member panel headed by Professor Hanumanthan, Chief
Professor of History, Presidency College, Madras decided three priza
winners.

The exhibits displayed in the exhibition ranged from early Pallava
period to late Vijuyanagar reigns and included estampages of Pallava,
Chola, Pandya, Ganga, Nolamba and Vijayanagara kings. Besides estam-
pages, a map showing the density of Hero-stone epigraphs in Tamilnadu,
charts comparing ancient and modern names of villages that provided
Hero-stones and other literary references, in addition to model setting of
Hero-stone environment and photographic enlargements, added lustre to
the exhibition.

The exhibition was on view for a fortnight and school children and
college students, in Madras and its suburbs benefitted immensely and
had a glimpse of the heroes of ancient Tamilnadu.

The present volume contains papers both in Tamil and English
read at the seminar in its enirety, barring those that dealt with ¢Hero-
stones and Literature”. The latter have been pruned accordingly such
that repetition of ideas raised and points discussed does not occur, for
which the editor craves the indulgence of the scholars concerned. Liter-
ary references pertaining to Hero-stones have been appended at the end.

It must be admitted that many new evidences have come to light
subsequent to the seminar held in 1973. The Tamilnadu State Deparment
of Archaeology, has copied more than 150 Hero-stones after the seminar
calling for further addition and in some cases revision to some of the papers
included in this collection. However we are publishing them as they were
presented then, as it will take sometime before these new finds are read and
assessed. We were amazed at the interest evinced by scholars and
students when the seminar was ised, where one d a joy of
discovery -a discovery of close relationship b 1 relics
spread over a vast part of the land, and lnemture, particularly the Sangam
classics. The excitemont was quite justifiable as this was the first time
that such a large number of inscribed Hero-stones ranging from 5th,
6th centruies to the almost the present times have been discovered in a
short span of time. It may be seen that this collection of papers
includes & number of articles dealing wnth Hero-stones and literature,
reflecting the enthusi of the particip
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Inaugurating the seminar Dr. T. P. Meenakshisundaram remarked
that Hero-stones were intimalety connected with the life of the common-
man who has preserved the tradition to this day not only by regularly
worshipping them but by way of hundreds of folk songs which are yet to
be collected and published. Dr. T. P. Meenakshisundaram suggested
that besides arranging to collect and publish them it is also necessary to
tape record them, as the folk-tunes in which they are sung are fast disap-
pearing.

I am thankful to Thiru. K. V. Soundararajan who has kindly given
a foreword to this collection of papers. My colleagues in the epigraphical
and printing wings of the Department have done a splendid job by collecting
these epigraphs and seeing this collection through the press. Thiru
8. Hariharan Registration Officer, and Selvi Marxia Gandhi, Epigraphist,
merit special mention for patiently going through the proofs and seeing it
through the press. I do hope that this would stimulate further studies
on the subject.

R. NAGASWAMY.
Director, State Department of Archaeology
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HERO-STONE INSCRIPTIONS OF THE
PALLAVA TIMES

K. G. KRISHNAN,
Superintending Epigraphist,
Archaeological Survey of India, Mysore.

A number of hero-stones bearing inscriptions were discovered in 1971
by the Department of Archaeology of the G of Tamil Nadu
mostly in the Chengam Taluk of the North Arcot District.! A majority
of these inscriptions are in Tamil Language and Vatteluttu soript. They
throw a flood of light on the social conditions obtaining then in this hilly
tract. It is necessary to understand the geographical back-ground before
we evalaate the bearing of these inscriptions on the contemporary history.
The western borders of the Chengam Taluk have a narrow opening of
about fifteen miles bounded on the north by the Javvaji ranges and on the
south by the Kalrayanmalai ranges. The river Pennaiyar flowing east-
wards enters at a point to the middle of this opening. The modern road
from Uttangari to Chengam passes through this opening, skirting the
southern end of the Javvaji ranges. This natural setting reveals to us the
trend and nature, as well, of the frequent cattle raids across the borders.
It is noteworthy that very few among these insoriptions speak of any
genuine warfare between dynasties so well-known to us and that the rest
confine themselves to the prosaic pattern of raid on cattle raids and their
resoue. Tamil literary conventions have held such cattle sheds as a preli-
minary step leading to a battle between the two contending parties. But
unfortunately we have not got records pertaining to the later stage which
would have thrown light on the political aspeots of the period. Only two
feudatory families viz. the Ganga-Konganis and the Banas are referred
to. It is well-known that kings of the former dynasty were described as
Gangas.? Vanakoaraisar referred to in the Kottaiyiir, Edattanar and
Kudalir inscriptions appears to belong to branch of the Bapa family,
which sought service under the Pallavas in this region. We witness here
a rather enigmatic speotacle of internecine warfare between two parties
of the same feudatory family.

1. This paper is based on the impressions of these inscriptions stored in the .
office of the Chief Epigraphist.

2 Ind. Anf.. Vol. VI, pp. 24-25; Ep. Ind., Vol. XIV, pp. 331-40.



The earliest king rep d in the collecti ined by me belongs
to Singavinnavarman (Simhavishnu). The inscription is dated in the 33rd
year in his reign and records the death of Kandaparuman (Skandavarman)
Enadiyar’s son. The reference to Vinnan in this record recalls to us the
prevalence of this name in the ruling houses of this region in earlier times.!
The next important inscription belongs to the 1st regnal year of Mahendra-
varman where a Gangaraisar is mentioned.2 The Kottaiyur inscription
of Mahindravarman testify to the internecine quarrel between two parties
both of whom are described to the neptews (marumaklal) of Vanaks-
araisar. The highest regnal years viz., 54, 58 and 59 are obtained for this
king respectively from the Edattandr, Kudalar and Sattanir epigraphs.?
Two inscriptions from Sétmgﬁr and Torappadi give the 11th and 12th
regnal years for Narasimhavarman I.4 The Torappadi inscription records an
internecine quarrel between two parties Kongani-araisar and Gangaraisar
both obviously of the same stock. Next comes in the order, on the basis
of palacography, a solitary record of Mahendravarman II from Periya-
kolappadi dated in the 11th year in his reign. The expression Perumpat-
taraiyar occuring in this is interesting. Another inscription from the same
placo dated in the [12]th year of an Tévaravarman has to be placed in this
period 3 Perumpdttaraiyar figures in this record also. We now come to
the famous reign of Narasimhavarman TT to whom the highest regnal year
50 is cited in the inscription from S’itmuﬁn Paramaévaravarman II is
represented by the Malpallippattu inscription which is dated in the ninth
year of his reign. The collateral line is represented in this collection
through Nandivarman II, Dantivarman and Kampavarman. It is inte-
resting to note that a term pidugu (thunderbolt) suggesting their Telugu
association is used in connection with the name Dantivarman in the
Piiijur record.

It is clear that these highest known regnal years, when put together
(33+59+12(13)+11+12(19)450+9) upto the reign of Paramebvaravar-
man II, add up to 186. This makes it impossible for us to accommodate
the reigns of Simhavishnu and his descendants, without any adjustment

. Vide Irulappatti inscription of Vinnavarman
Contra Chengam Nadukarkal

. Contra Chengem Nadukarkal

. See also Ep. Ind., Vol. VII, plate facing p. 24 where it may ke noted that
Isvarasarman of No. III from Habbini is earlier to his namesake represented
by Nos. Il A & II B from Hanumantapuram. This assessment of mine is based
on a close study of the palaecgraphy of the three records.

O s ow e



of their reign periods. For there are already certain landmarks which
oannot be either ignored or revised. The Badami inscription of Narasimha-
varman I dated in the 13th year of his reign is followed by & record, en-
graved later, which is probably dated $aka 56[5], thus placing the 13th
year sometime before 643 A.D.I This will place his accession before
629-30 A. D. The defeat claimed to have been inflicted upon the three
Pallava kings Narasimhavarman, Mahendravarman and Iévarapotavarman
by Chalukya Vikramaditya I fixes 675 A.D. as the latest date when
Ibvaravarman had probably come to rule.r But we know that Iévara
who is also known as Paramaévaravarman ascended the throne in 668-69
A. D. The highest known regnal year for him being 19 his reign should
have lasted at least upto 687 A. D.3 If we add 50 years of the rule of
Narasimhavarman II to this date it may lead to an impossible phenomenon
of Narasimhavarman II living upto 757 A. D. Therefore it is olear that
there was an overlapping between the reign of Paramsivaravarman I.
Narasimhavarman II and P: 'man II. Regarding the prede-
cessors of Mahendravarman I, the addition of 59+ 33 to the year 629-30»
the date of accession of Narasimhavarman I, will place the accession of
Simhavishnu in C. 536-37 A. D.

Cattle were no doubt the important or perhaps the only form of
woalth of the people in this region durmg this period and it had therefore
proved to be the bone of t bet the resid of various
villages. Except on a few occasions when robbers had raided to lift the
cattle, the fight for them had occurred between to well-delineated parties
like the marumakka} of Vanakdvaraiyar. Villages such as Perumugai,
Velpp[tndi] and Pondai in the times of Mahendravarman I, Méarkovalir
in the times of Narasimhavarman I and Iramandaipadi in the times of
Nandivarman II were also targets of attack by parties whose delineations
and affiliations are not made clear. The name I[ramandaipadi is an
eloquent 'y on the foundation of such villages for purposes of
protecting (pddi) the cattle shed (mandai) in the nights (ird@), thus testi-
fying to the most important vocation of the people living around. It is
but natural, therefore, that we meet with prosaio records which have
nothing else to speak of. We find that some of the heroes died in the
defence or recapturing of the cattle (foru) while some others died in the
course of defending their villages.

1. SII, Vol. XI, Part I, No. 1 and plate; Introduction. p. I.

2. Ep. Ind., XXVIl, pp. 115 £,
3. Ibid, Vol. XXXII, pp. 91 i




Most of these hero-stone inscriptions bear sculptural representation
of certain objects depicted to have been placed near the hero. They are
no doubt associated with the cult of worship of the dead. Nearly all of
them except one have been identified as bow, shield, arrows or shoulder-
bags containg arrows etc. ‘Che one object which requires elucidation is
what has been describod as a receptacle (8imil). The relevance of a &imil,
is not clear. Tt looks more like a pedestal or a representation of what
might have been the form of a shrine raised in memory of the dead hero.
This is very clear from the hero-stones of Edattantr, Kudalir and
éiuagﬁr. If they represent shrines, as is suggested by me here, they
may be considered as the precursors of the later day pallipadai shrines
erected over the remains or the place of the dead heroes. We may recall
that a shrine was erected at Tondaiman-A rrir for Aditya who is described
as Tondaimanarrirtufijina i e., one who died at Tondaiman-Arrar,
perhaps in the course of his northern campaigns. An analogous instance
in the case of Ariiijaya at Malpadi is also known to us.

Last but not the least important aspect of these hero-stone inscrip-
tions is its palaeography. All the inscriptions assignable to a period
before that of Kampavarman are in Vatteluttu characters. Their evolu-
tion can be clearly traced right from the inscription of Simhavishnu
through those of Mah&ndravarman, Narasimhavarman T, Narasimha-
varman JT and Paramesvaravarman II. The most conspicuous among the
characters of the alphabet showing significant stages are i, ai, e, %a, cha,
7, na, ta, na, ma, va and na. The difference between ai and ma is quite
clear enough, without giving room for confusion. The curved beginning of
the left arm, the definitely flat base and the projected downward shaft
across the centre of the base distinguish the ai from the ma which main-
tains its plain horse-shoe shape for long. At a later stage the clear loop
in its right arm makes it totally different from ai. The letter 7a shifts its
top matra to its left and gives birth to the original form of modern sa.
The plain curve of cha cuts as a cross in later days. The early na looking
like a later ta developes a loop on its top inner curve. The letter g shows
marked changes by developing a loop at the bottom of the central stem
and by converting the left curved arm into looped horizontal arm. The
final na changed its form of a straight horizontal line followed by a convex
curve in Simhavishnu’s times into a entire concave curve with a downward
tail.
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AN INTERESTING HERO-STONE INSCRIPTION
FROM CHENGAM!

V.S. Subrahmanyam

The hero-stone inseriptions recently discovered by the Department of
Archaeology, Government of Tamil Nadu are interesting from various
points of view. Nearly all the inscriptions record the death of heroes in
the course of campaigns for capturing the cattle or rescuing them. A
few record the death of heroes in the course of encounters with tigers in
the forest. But an inscription on a hero-stone lying in the tank at
Chengam? is interesting from another point of view. [t is damaged and
is in Tamil characters of about the 10th century a. . The inscription is
engraved around the figure-in-relief of the hero. To the left of the fignre
the word ‘Chengai’ could be read. This is obviously tho ancient name of
Chengam. One line helow the sculpture and two lines to the right of the
sculpture read as follows.

Kuvarai Mayiletti Kamban pendukalaik kiirai kolla erifiju pattanf 1 *|
This passage says that Kavarai Mayiletti Kamban died in the course of
saving some women from molestation. Kavarai Mayiletti Kamban was,
as his name signifies, a big merchant of the Gavara community. Kurai
means eloths.  Another inscriptien of about the same period is worth
mentioning in this connection.3 It is from Velur (T). Tt records the
death of Kaliman, said to be a resident of Mikonrui, after rescuing his
elder brother’s danghter from robbers.

Again it is intercsting to note a similar instance in a record from
Navalai in Harur Taluk, Dharmapuri District, in Kannada language and
characters, dated in the 15th year in the roign of Vira Nolumba.4
This Vira Nolamba who is also known as Anniga scems to have ascen-
ded the throne in about 925 A.n. Tt records the death of Prituva,
son of Puliyanna, while defending cortain women, when they wore
stripped of their dress i. e. when their modesty was about to be out raged.
Thus the above inscriptions throw some lizht on the social conditions
in the region during the period.

1. I am thankful to Dr. G.S. Gai, the Chief Epigraphist for permitting me to read
this unpublished record.
2. A.R.Ep., 1971-72 No. B. 211. 3. A.R. Ep. 1933.34, No. 68.

4. Damilica, Vol. 1, page ; A.R.Ep. 1968-69, Introduction, p.9.
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SOME HERO-STONES IN THE PANDYAN COUNTRY

Dr. K. V. Raman,
Deputy Superintending Archaeologist,
Archaealogical Survey of India.

The purpose of my paper is to give a brief account of some of the
hero-stones that have been found in the Pandyan Country. But
before that, I would like to make some preliminary observations on
two related aspects — one on the diffusion pattern of hero-stones and
another on the significance of meaning of the terms Nadu-Kal, and
Vira-Kal.

1. DiSTRIBUTION PATTERN: From the distribution map of the pro-
venance of the hero-stones it would appear that they have a high concen-
tration in the north western portions of Tamil-nadu. The hero-stones
discovered recently by the Department of Archaeology, Tamil Nadu
have highlighted this ‘point viz, greater availability of the Vira-Kals in
the districts of North Arcot, Dharmapuri, Salem etc. than in other parts
of Tamilnadu. It is well known that neighbouring tracts of the
Kannada Country also, and the ancient land of the Gangas, Nolambas
etc, Vira-gallus have been found., They have been found as far west
as the Kadamba country (near Goa). In the vicinity of Chittoor
District alone more than 100 virakals have been found.

Comparatively speaking, the impact of this practice of erecting
stones for heroes seems to have been less on the Pandyan Country,
if we are to judge by the number of hero-stones available.* It
seems to have been prevalent more in the Tondaimandalam and
Kongu Mandalam than in the Pandyan or even the Chola territory,
The reasons for this pattern of distribution have to be earefully
studied in the entire south Indian context. This will also give us
an idea of the source of diffusion.

2. Napu-KaL Axpo Vira-Karn: I would also invite discussion by
Scholars about the difference if any between Nadu-Kal and Vira-Kal. It
appears to me that the former refers to a mode of burial, funerary in
nature, that was popular during the Megalithic and subsequently in Sangam
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times. From the  Tollappi and Manimekhalail we know the
Nadu-Kal was a stone-chamber or stone crected over the post-excarna-
tion remains of the dead person. This was practised as a burial mode
even for an ordinary person, not necessarily a hero. In fact, Nadu-Kal
had come to be synonymous to the dead and since the dead were
honoured, the Nadu-Kals were also worshipped (Nedum Kal Ninra
Manram-Silap. V. line 127). The way in whieh even in common
parlance Kalleduppu is used euphemistically to refer to the death of a
person, it may indicate the prevailing custom of erecting stones over
the romains of the dead persons. Thus, the Nadu-Kals were evidently
funerary or sepulchral in nature (like the Megalithic Dolinen) and were
used for the common folk also. But the Vira-Kals on the other hand,
were probably a special class, erected to commemorate only the heroic
acts of a person or group of persons. The Vira-Kals were exclusive
for the heroes alone. Moreover, they were probably not erected over the
remains but only raised as memorials. Regular excavation below some of
the Vira-kals would throw some light on this aspect. This would also lead
to the question whether in the Sangam literature itself, there was any dis-
tinction made between the Vadu-kul and the Vira-kal. Since all the Vira-
kals so far found. are datable only to the 5th-6th Centuries a.n. at
the earliest, on tho palaeographical grounds, what about those ones
which were earlier to that period? In Nagarjunakonda (Guntur
District) memorial stones called Chaya-Kamba with Prakrit inscriptions
dating to 3rd Century a.n. have been found.2

Probably, the earliar practice of Dolmen-burial had gone ouc of
vogue by about the 5th Century s.n. and cremation bhecame almost
universal. Stone memorials were erected only for the horoes.

3. Hero Stones 1x Tue PaNpyax CouNtrRY: Now let me briefly
refor to the two hero-stones that have come from Vilinjam in the
Southern coastal tip. Both the hero-stones are now kept in the
Padmanabhapuram Museum ¢  Both are in honour of heroes who laid
down their lives in the battles that took plice in Vilinjam when it
was sought to be captured once by the Pandyas and another time by
the Cheras. The rogion was under the Ay chieftains, who had ruled
first in a semi-independent position and lator under the over all control
of the Pandyas. Both the hero-stones bear Vatteluttu inscriptions
datable to the 8th Century. A p. One of them records that the hero
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discharged his debt (Senjorrupperunkadan) by giving up his life for
the sake of his master, whose identity is not known. The capture
of Vilinjam is mentioned frequently as an important achievement of
the Pandyan kings right from the days of Nedunjadian Parantaka.
This inscription may well belong to him or his successor Sri Maran
Sri Vallabha. The stone also bears the figure of the warrior un-
sheathing his dagger.

The other hero-stone from the same place, dated 27th year of
Maranjadaiyan, records that when the Chera forces attacked Karaik
kottai-Tadam-Perumtinai, & Ulvittusévaka by name Ranakirti of
Perumur laid down his life.4

While the majority of the h b in Tondai dal were
erected in honour of those who took part and fell in the border
skirmishes or cattle raids, these two hero stones of Vilinjam relate
to the warriors who defended their masters in regular battles.

Other than these two, hero-stones are not many in Pandyan country.
Probably, this has something to do with the predominence of the Urn-
burial custom in the Pandyan region. Even kings’ remains were interred
in the Burial-Urns. Stone erection, when compared to Tondaimandalam
and Kongu regions, was less popular in the Pandyan country.

4. MEeMORIAL SHRINE 1N PaNDY-Napu: The practice of erecting
temples (Pallipadai) over the bodies of the departed king or prince or in
their memory was prevalent in a limited: way in the Tamil country. ~Such
sepulchral temples were erected by Parantaka-I, Raja Raja-I and
Rajendra [ at Tondamanad, Melpadi and Arrur respectively. This custom
was disapproved and discarded later on, as clearly attested by the inscrip-
tion of Ramanathan koil.5 This practice was apparently never adopted in
the Pandyan country. We have perhaps only one example of this kind.
There is the temple of Sundarapandyaivaram at a place named Pallimadam
in Ramanathapuram District. In the inscription, the place is referred to
a8 Pallippadai built in honour of Sundara Pandya, the younger brother of
Cha lan-talaikonda-Vira Pandya.s

The Sepulchral temples cannot be directly associated with the hero-
stone tradition but the underlying principle of honouring the dead by
erecting a monument is a common link between them.



24

5. HEro SToNES oF LATER PERIoD: Curiously, however, when the
practice of erecting hero-stones had almost gone out of vogue elsewhere,
it seems to have lingered on in the Pandyan Country; Thus, we have a
group of scluptured hero-stones belonging to the 16th Century near the
village of Ilavevangal in Koilpatti Taluk.” There are nine hero-stones
with inscriptions many of which depict a series of conflicts between
Tirunelveli-perumal and his rebel chieftain Vengalaraja. Many Marava
soldiers of Kundaiyankottai who fought on the side of Tirunelveli-perumal
laid down their lives after piercing the horse of the opponent (Kudirai Kutti
Pattan). The ruling chief on the region was the later Pandya King
Kulasgkhara Parakrama Pandya whose brother was Tirunelveliperumal.
Most of the inscriptions are dated §' 1469 (= A.p. 1547). The field
where the hero-stones are set up was probably this scene of the battle.

This group of hero-stones erected in the old tradition with
sculptures of warriors and inscriptions would show prevalence of
this system even upto the 16th Century in the Pandyan Country.

‘Chus, on the whole, the hero-stone tradition, does not seem to
have been popular in the Pandyan country especially in the earlier
times. The areas where the practice was very much in vogue were
probably Tondai-nadu and Kongu-nadu which shared this legacy in

with the neighbouring Karnataka regions.

. Tol, Porul, 2:5.
Indian Archaeology. 195556, p.24.

Ibid, 1958-59. p.471. TAS. Vol 1, p.p. 153. .
Indien Archaeology, 1958-59, p.471.

K.A.N. Sastrl. Cholas, p.4.

S.LL XIV, No, 79,

ARE. 1939-40, p. 253.
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HERO-STONE INSCRIPTIONS OF NARASIMHA I & 1I

Natana. Kasinathan,

P of g

Narasmma I

In the course of the past two years Tamilnadu State Department of
Archaeology has copied more than hundred hero-stone inscriptions, Most
of them are in Vatteluttu characters belonging to Pallava period. Among
them eleven inscriptions are dated in the reign period of Narasimha. On
the basis of palaeography six of them are assignable to Narasimha I and
the rest to Narasimha II.

Two inscriptions copied from Thandarampattu are the earliest ones,
bearing the 7th regnal year of Narasimh man I. S& pigraph is
engraved in 11th regnal year of the same king. Two insoriptions from
Pondai and one from Toraippadi are in the 12th regnal year of the
same king. These inscriptions are of great value since they were written
before his 13th regnal year inscription found at Badami.

The Badami and Tirukkalukkunyam insoriptions are the earliest
inscriptions hitherto assigned to Narasimha [. The 13th regnal year of his
Badami inscriptivn is in correspondence with 642 4. p. the date in which
Pulikasin II, the Chalukys king is said to have been defeated. From this
coincidence it has been understood that Narasimha I ded the throne
in 630 A.p. The Tirukkalukunram insoription throws no new light,
except affirming his conquest of Vatapi (Vatapikondan).

So far no copperplate assignable to Narasimha I has been found.
But the copper-plates of his successors pay a glowing tribute to him and
uniformly confirm his victory over Pulikesin II at three battle fields and
Pulikesin’s retreat to Vatapi.

The present hero-stones though were written in his reign periods do
not speak of his personal encounter with the Chalukya or any other king.
They only refer to the fight of his feudatories.
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The following are the full texts of his inscriptions:

1 Gonallewsw peor@isucope wianGprag GuwnGsraart
CGuer  aremBsrupdgevoai pr® urelu  HEPHpOUG ST Guer
wrsTEn Gup wps @rapy  QuTeTLTEsE@TSETOL UL mer
FsQupmsuTT wse ol DM seauremr GardsLoi.

2 Garelamsw  porPisumopE  wramGL e g Qurt st
Garapssmre@ p1® urefy GupGsreigri Gud asg HEH@H DU
uyslr ahps @rary ulctdr Gserr wfl o BE Qameref
SIGOTUE)T LDSGH  LDT Haht_avaH

3 Gardlasu psoT@EsUGLHH UDI@IT g  IwDH
Ganraugrt BTL® o1 @buny syumauni O5mm Qanem (@ )eh m
Qzergy Os1m @ON0ss LLLTB 2amisuTT WHET GHT g FLTT
Grousett HBoTHeuH ST WHHET ST SET Hev,

1 Gerelwew  prPbsumD HE wrew® Ui allye_ma g
BQsmerenp FTE UTETDH UmwgT Gruss QzTg QPN 55
UL el LIGTW BT S B6

5 Gamaflew  pr@EsU@GLHG wien® U elQyer_Te g
BQsreneny BT® UNIFTHT  UsnELGT BIaumit Qg1 QoA s 5
UL L AT uTenTds &5 oe0T

6 Garallaswsy pow@hsumong wra®d [ush Jeflgar mog
Qariisenll Hyewgei waer ardse Guwpded y Sfsismgei QeQaurr
afps ereiy ulini Sdewsegsi  Gsasi Qe ppadewnp
G pEyT H6v

Numbers 1 and 2 were copied from Thandrampattu, a small town, on
the road hetween Tiruvannamalai and Sattanir. They are in vatteluttu
characters and in 7th regnal year of Narasimha.

Number 3 from Sattanir, very near the present Sattaniir Dam, is in
Vatteluttu character, dated in his 11th regnal year. Tt records the death
of a hero Kanimadanar, the son of Archavankanar, a soldier under
Kottaiyar while Kadipahaiyar of Alavirpadi lifted the cattle.

Numbers 4 and § were copicd from Pondai, an interior village sitvated
in between Thandrampattu and Thanippadi in Chengam Taluk. They are
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in Vatteluttu charecters, bearing 12th regnal year of Narasimhaparumar.
One refers to the death of Panayanattan, a soldier under Pakaimadar of
Pasaru in Mikonrai Nadu, while rescuing the cattle. The other records
the death of Vannakkasattan, a soldier under Pakaimadar of Pasaru in
Mikonrainadu, while rescuing the cattle.

Number 6 from Toraippadi, in Vatteluttu character dated in the 12th
regnal year, records the death of a hero Korravinarra Kunranar, a soldier
of Sri Gangaraisar,

Editing Thandrampattu inscriptions, the Director of Archaeology
states that the term ‘Muttarasar’ may either qualify the teritorial division
and may mean Muttarasar Nadu, or it may qualify the Bana king, and
mean the Bana king Muttarasar” or that the Bana king Muttaraisar,
fought with his uncle.

The second intrepretation seems to be more probable that is there
was a Bana King namely Muttaraisar. So the name Muttaraisar is to be
taken as a well known one even from the 7th century A. 0. It makes one
to think whether the Muttarasar family existed at Sendalai had originated
from Bana dynasty. Next point to be taken into consideration is who
the uncle was. It is stated in one of them that Ponmandanar was his uncle.

This Ponmandara may be identified with Mandaparumar found in
two inscriptions from Kadaladi and Melpufijai. Ponmadanar is a
combination of two words Pon-Mandanar. Pon is here used as a prefix.
This prefix may indicate the name of a subsidiary clan as'it is found with
other chieftains also. For example there are Ponnarambanar, Ponnandiyar
Porrokkaiyar, Porchéndiyar; Ponmddannar, Ponmudutpulli, Ponmudut-
katti etc. Therofore all these chieftains must have descended from one
family that had its name as Pon. The puzzle to date Mandaparumar is
also clear from this identification. He must be a contemporary of
Narasimhavarma I. .

Mandaparumar is definitely not a Pallava ruler since his name is not
prefixed with Ko—Visaiya or suffixed with Vikkiramaparumar. So he
must be a feudatory and the identification of him with. Popmandanar may
not be wrong.

As Mandaparumar was the uncle of Vanaks Muttaraisar, he was also
a Banpa king.
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The territorial divisions that existed during the time of Narasimha-
varman I continued to exist upto Vijayalaya times. Alavippadi, a village,
was included in Malkovaldr Nadu during the time of Narasimha I. In
the time of Vijayalaya also it was included in Melkovalar Nadu.

Narasivna IIL

Among the present inscriptions that are assignable to Narasimha-
varman II, the T. Valar inscription is the earliest one bearing 2nd regnal
year. Two inscriptions from Veppiir Chekkadi and one from Talaiytittu
are dated in 10th regnal year. One inscription from Sattantris in the
30th regnal year.

The following hero-stone inscriptions are of Narasimhavarman IIL.

1 Gsrelmew pr@msumwhsE @oemTag amamGsrg 948
aoger Geaust BOsterann 1@ Gue CauepT yepb Lrwwmlumt
@digyts QOsmys Qsmam @prenpy Lo n(i)

2 Garelmew BIPESUGBLHR LTen® USsTug BQETETMD
BT urlalsT0s QsTys Qe @rery GsTmy [olcR T Y
srewTfuri uclmr

3 Goredemsw pIPEFUGLHR wTeNH UssTag BIsTEMD
B1® urlalsri® 057y Qsretn @rerny wTaBsT HwyET
Graust uLTlVBsTDoLL waTamss s1ssoT Qsrtm QP95
prwaBe® ulemi

4 Gzralasw  BUPHFIGOIEG wrem®  UgsTang S
Gamay®é Gsragyr aamgemrei Quepbures Suenger Gsaussr
Appuny. ulmuet wh OSTYSOsTETIL @BTN Y UL T

5 Ganalesw pr@usalsDrounmwog wien® —pUUSTM S
GupGsTaugrt FTLBE &7 55UTT 05T ISQsTaN @HTH I LIS
wi Grast @urgwisvyen e GgTy @OMSS LT

The TalaiyGttu inscription of Narasimhavarman can be easily dated

bo Ns.raslmhavnrman 1T as the script is very close to that of T. Valar

n.  Perumbanatiaraisar ioned in Talaiyuttu inscription

xmght also be the same Vanako Atiyaraisar referred to in T. Velur
inscription.
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The script of the Vappiir Chekkadi inscriptions of Narasimhavarman
is also in the same character of T. Valur So they are assigned to
Narasimhavarman I[. In one of them Vanako Araisar is mentioned. He
might be the same Vanakd Atiaraisar of T. Velur inscription.

On the basis of its developed character and its high regnal year, the
Sattaniir inscription is also to be assigned to Narasimhavarma II. In this,
Sattanir is said to be included in Mgrkovalar Nadu.

Malvelur which was included in Mikonrainadu during the time of
N: imhavarman [T inued to be included in the same nadu in the
time of Adityachola.

One of the inscriptions of Veppiirchekkadi was copied from a dolmen-
An inscription of Rajendra from Vadivullamangalam and another epigraph
in poetic form from Palamangalam in Coimbatore District were copied from
hero-stones in the form of dolmens. This shows that the practice of erect-
ing dolmens for those who met heroic death continued till very late period.

Apart from™ these hero-stones, here are some Pallava Grantha
inscriptions and one copper-plate from Rayuru, assignable to Narasimha-
varman-II. These Grantha inscriptions refer to a number of epithets of
the rulers, like Atyantakama, Atiranachanda etc. The copper-plate of
Rayur is the only epigraph hitherto found bearing his regnal year, t,hat is.
12th regnal year But the present di 'y of h b i
included from his 2nd regnal year to 30th regnal year, are great slgnfx-
cance. Since there is an inscription in his 30th regnal year, he must have
ruled atleast for 30 year. The accepted date of his accession is 700 A. D.
adding 30 years of his rule, 730 a. D. must have been the last date of his
ruling.

Some observations on Iptural fe on the h t of
Naragimhavarman I and IT are worth noting. The heroes are portrayed
in all hero-stones turning to the left, raising their left legs. TLeir
right hand bears a curved sword, while their left, holds shields or bows.
The weapons protrayed in the hands of heroes were probably the ones
used by the soldiers in the battle fields. This confirms to the
description in the Kuram copper-plates, where the battle is described.

o 0w
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SIMHAVISHNU

S. HARIHARAN, M.A;
Epigraphist, Departu.ent of Archaeology.

The first cf the great Pallava rulers of Kanchi was Simhavishnu or
Avanisimha, son of Simhavarman. No inscription or copper plate grant
dated in the regnal years of this illustrious king have come down to us
barring the recently di ed hero-stone hs. But his name is
perpetuated in the form of eulogical refc by his y in their
inscriptions and copper plate grants and merited mentions by contemporary
kings of Ganga and Chalukya dynasty in their records. Simhavishnu was
the first Pallava sovereign who extended his sway beyond Kanchipuram as
far as Thiruchirapalli in the south, as is evidenced by subsequent ins-
criptions.

The earliest reference to Simhavishnu can be found in & verse in the
Pallankoil copper plate charter of Simhavarman, Simhavishnu’s father and
predecessor, as follows.

“He in whom the group of virtues (Beginning with truthfulness
satya), sacrifice (tyaga), modesty (vinitata), has found an abode and in
whom the quality of warriors (kshatraguna) has become very highly deve-
lopcd (to the extent) not found in any one else, conquered the land of the
Cholas which had as its garland the daughter of Kavera (i. e.) the river
Kaviri, and as its waist-band (mekhala) the rice fields, the rich fields of
sugarcans the groves of palm trees, plantains and the like”.

A TR AR af T4 R FGATHATAET i
AMIRRFITE GO0 B ZSIGIN GRAFRIAGET |

From this we come to understand that Simhavishnu was a great ‘warrior,
who conquered the Chola country of the Kaveri delta. That this conquest
of the Tamil regions was no mere formal praise is seen in the absence of
reference to any similar achievements in the records of his son Mahendra-
varman I and suggest clearly that he must have inherited the region
around the Kaveri as part of the ancestral dominions.
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The Pallankoil copper plate grant of Simhavarman, instead of
praising the valour and other qualities of donor king contains an eulogy of
his son, an unusual phenomenon. From this it is reasonable to infer that
Simhavishnu was then the crown-prince associated with the administration
of the kingdom. It may be conjectured that Simhavarman was in his old
days, and was exercising only nominal authority and that the son in the
prime of life was the de facto ruler and the chief driving force in the
kingdom.

The above reference finds its corroboration in the Hosakote plates
of the 12th regnal year of the Western Ganga king Avinita Kongani
Mahadhiraja (C.A.D. 530-609). The grant records the gift of lands to the
Yavanika Sangha of the Jain as intended for the temple of God Arhat,
constructed and consecrated by the mother (Janani) of the Pallava prince
Simhavishnu. The copper-plate describes Simhavishnu as “the Pallavadhi-
raja engaged in ruling (his subjects) skilled in all counsels and statecraft
and possessed of intellect purified by being washed in the waters of the
different Agamas’.

TERET TR A 7 AR Tonaed Agags
AR Rl

The Hosakote grant does not speak of the relationship between Avinita
and Simhavishnu’s mother but mentions only the name of her son, the
prince who was then conducting the affairs of the kingdom. The
contemporaneity of Avinita and Simhavishnu is evident from this plate.

Mahendravarman T, Simhavishnu’s son and successor has eulogised
his father in his magnum opus «Mattavilasa Prahasana” a burlesque
Sanskrit Drama, in the following words.

TAFTRAAES FOUTE GFPAT WIS Aarss T A ©
ANFATET TARAR TRaT T A oo o : 1l
« Simhavishnu like a mountain which bore the weight of the family of
the Pallavas, had overcome all the circles of the feudatory princes by his
policy, had the praises equal to that of Indra and had humiliated even

Kubera, the lord of heavenly wealth by his benovalence, greatness and
wealth”.
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The Avantisundarikathasara of Dandin opens with a-description of
the Pallava court at Kanchipuram in the reign of Simhavishnu and the
invocatory verse contains a veiled reference to Simhavishnu.

g R e R 3% @ e |

g 3 R e |
Further verses 13 and 14 of the same work speak of Simhavishnu’s prowess
in destroying the adversities of the learned.
«In the family of the Pallavas there was born the king known as
Simhavishnu who had destroyed the last shred of adversity from the
group of the learned”.

IR AT | 9y AdTe: RefeRiem |
R ST, SR TEAAE | AR g e |
« He being famous to the praise of his arms conquered by the kings of the

moveables and the immoveables, the former by his splendour and the
latter by his greatness”.

In the Udayendiram plates of Nandivarman Pallavamalla II, Simha
vishnu’s devotion to Vishnu is attested.

AR e fERey
The Kasakkudi plates of the same king mention that Simhavishnu
vanquished ¢ the Malaya, Kalabhra, Malava, Chola and Pandya kings,
the Simhala king who was proud of the strength of his arms and the
Keralas”.
REEARRE : REREREy )
AR T2 AT N3 W ||
g ezam, figs i |l
Of these the Malaya, may be identified with the Malaiyan or
Malayaman, the chief who was ruling over the Malainadu country in the
Nadunadu with Thirukkovalur as its capital. The Malava is very probably
the Malava or Malavarayan, the chieftain ruling over the region on the
borders of the Thiruchirapalli and Salem Districts round about the
Kothimalai. The Kalabhra is referred to in many other records, even
though there has been much uncertainty about their origin and manner
of their coming to the Tamil country. According to the Velvikkudi plates
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Kalabharas had occupied the Pandya country and were ruling at Madurai
before Kadunkon revived Pandya rule thereafcer befeating the Kalabharas
sometime about that period. The Ceylonese contemporary of Simha-
vishnu was Aggabodhi-I (A. D. 575-608), but the nature of Simhavishnu’s
relationship with Ceylon is not definitelb known.

The Pallankoil lates states that Simhavishnu conquered another
Simvavishnu.

The only contemporary of Simhavishnu tearing his own name was
the Telugu Choda ruler, the eldest son of Nandivarman Choda.

ot fofie : ffégfo :

Simhavishnu’s conquest of the Chola territory mentioned in the
Kasakkudi plates is specifically alluded to in the Valurpalayam plates of
Nandivarman III.  “He (Simhavishnu) quickly seized the country of the
Cholas embellished by the daughter of Kavira (i. e. the river Kaviri) whose
ornaments are the forests of paddy (fields) and where (one found) brilliant
groves of areca (palms)”.

o AR BRAT ST R T IRaT 1478 IR e Re el |
FFORTFAEA  FEARSEN ¢ FACFA AR Nezreg : )

The possibility of the southern boundary of the Pallava kingdom
reaching as far as Kaviri is supported by a late 9th Century record which
names Kanjan@r in Kumbakonam Taluk as Simhavishnu Chaturvedi-
mangalam. Manali, a villge near Thiruvorrivur was called in ancient
times Simhavishnu chaturvedimangalam. The region from Manali to
Kanjanur where this sovereign should Lave reigned probably constituted
the kirgdom.

In the Adivaraha cave temple at Mamallapuram, is engraved on the
portal of the north niche, the name Sri Simhavishnu Potadhirajan in the
Pallava grantha characters. The niche below this inscription contains the
seated figure of a king with a high crown (kirita), and chest and ear
ornaments flanked on either side by a standing female figure representing,
by their crowns, his queens”. According to Thiru R. Nagaswamy, the
portrait sculpture represents Narasimha IT and not Simhavishnu.

The recent discovery of hero stone e'pigruphs in North Arcot and
Dharmapuri districts by the State Department of Archaeology has
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brought to light five inscriptions, all in vatteluttu characters dated
respectively in the 2nd, 14th 19th, 30th and 33rd regnal years of Simha-
vishnu. These are from Puliyanur and Koraiyaru in Dharmapuri District
(regnal years 22nd, 14th and 19th) and Thond and Narasi 1l
in North Arcot District (regnal years 30th and 33rd).

The inscription from Puliyanur bearing his second regnal year is much
damaged.

1. Gasnelesw a/nsaimmquwma @@
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The inscription bearing his 14th regnal year from Koraiyaru records
the death of one Vanna Ur Pavan native of Vanna Urin battle. The
soldier Vanna Ur Pavan was under Sattaparavanar son of Perum-
pannarasar, a feudal chief under Pallava Simhavishnu.
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The inscription bearing the 19th regnal year from Puliyanur, records
the death of one *Thoruka ... " while redeeming the cattle herd. The
battle took place when Siruppaduvannaru sons of Palasiriyaru ruling,
Sirupa] in Mél Vénadu, raided the cattle-herd in Karungilippadi and one
Thoruka . ... native of Pilayaru (the present Puliyanur) in Puyanadu
laid down his life while redeeming the cattle.
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The inscription bearing the 30th regnal year from Thondamanur
records the death of Ponnireveru sons of Vanako Atiraisar, a vassal under
Ganga Ponnakkanar in a battle against Ponnumudannar sons of
Nilakandarai . ...... when the latter invaded Kodiyannur.
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The inscription bearing the 33rd regnal year from Narasinganallor
records the death of the son of Kandaparuma Enadiin a battle when
Pasirappappan Kurattathan ruling Thoppuravamppadi in Chengam
Taluk), a vassal undor Vippannar invided the land ruled by the sons
of Gangadiaraisar.
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Now for the reign period of Simhavishnu. Various dates have been
given by various historians ranging from Prof K. A. Nilakanta Sastri’s
dating of 20 years from a. D. 560-580; that of 25 years by Dr. Gopal from
A. D, 575-600, and of Dr. T. V. Mahalingam from 586-610; that of 30 years
by K. R. Srinivasan from 550-580 4. . The above datings are arrived
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at by the respective authors based on the available records, inscriptions,
copper plates etc. The Kasakkudi plates taken along with the Kuram
and the Veldrpalayam give us that Simhavishnu was succeeded by
Mahendravarman I, who in turn was succeeded by Narasimhavarman I
without substantial change. That Narasimhavarman I ascended the
Pallava throne by a. D. 630 has been well established and the same has
been subscribed to by the above mentioned authors. Therefore in the
light of the hero-stone epigraphs of Mahendravarman I recently dis-
covered bearing the 39th regnal year of the king, Mahendravarman I
must have been crowned as king by 598 A. p. -by the simple deduction
of 39 years from - 630 A.D. Similarly, his father and predecessor
Simhavishnu, since he ruled for 33 years must have ascended the throne
by at least 558 A.D. (691-33=558) That is Simhavishnu’s reign period
is to be placed as 558-591 A.D. on the basis of the high regnal years
furnished by hero stones epigraphs. This goes without saying that the
reign period of Simhavarman, Simhavishnu's father, too must undergo
antidating.

According to the practice of marking the genealogy of Pallavas, it
has been axiomatically taken to be that the heir apparent ascended the
thrown only after the expiry of the predecessor’s reign unlike the
Chola practice of anointing one’s successor as crown prince during the
predecessor’s reign period. Dr. T. V. Mahalingam has put forth a
plausible inference that since Simhavishnu’s deeds were praised in the
Pallan Kovil copper plate grant of Simhavarman, his father, Simha-
vishnu might have been the de facto ruler with his father exercising
nominal authority;, this is further corroborated by a reference to the
Hosakote plates. But we have not so far come acrossed a record by
Simhavishnu issued in the period of his father Simhavarman; nor any
record to further substantiate the inference of Dr. T. V. Mahalingam
and to prove the prevalence of Chola practice.

Reference :
1. uvdawi QsiBusear wLiLg.
2  Kanchipuram in Early History. — Dr. T. V. Mahalingam.
3. Pallavas of Kanchi. — Dr. R. Gopal.
4,
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CHHAYA-STAMBHAS FROM NAGARJUNAKONDA

H. SARKAR

Superintending Archaeologist,
Archaeological Survey of India, Madras.

More than a score of chkaya-stambhas or memorial columns have
been discovered at Nagarjunakonda, a site now under complete submer-
gence as a result of the construction of the Nagarjunasagar Dam, about
160km. to the north of Hyderabad, the capital of Andhra Pradesh. The
valley of Nagarjunakonda was the site of the ancient city of Vijayapura
or Vijayapuri, the capital of the southern Ikshvakus, who ruled over the
lower Krishna basin during the t.hu'd and the early part of the fourth cen-
turies. For the history of ial pillars, includi t , these
chhaya-stambhas constitute an invaluable source, perha.ps one of the ear-
liest sources so far ag south India is concerned. These are mostly free-
standing limestone columns, although a few of them stood close to some
pillared hall or the other. Here we propose to give the salient features of
these memorial pillars, forming an important chapter in the history of the
architectural tradition under the rule of the Ikshvakus, who succeeded the
later Satavahanas in the lower Krishna delta.

I

The tradition of raising chhaya: bhas was to the
death of some important personage, who may not necessarily be a hero.
At Site 56 was raised a memorial pillar in honour of one Kodaraka who
has been described as araka-bhadaraka (Sanskrit aryaka-bhattaraka) and
yati-samana-khasmdhikata  (Sanskrit yati-sramana-skandhikrita). These
epithets suggest that Kodaraka was a religious personage, may be the head
of a religious institution. In fact, the pillar was discovered close to a
brick temple, having a subsidiary shrine meant for some female deity.
Significantly, chhdya-stambha was raised also in honour of the foreman of
artisan (@vesanika). His name is Mulabhtta, hailing from Pavayata.

It is no wonder that the chhaya-stambha would be raised also to
commemorate the death of kings and queens. As a matter of fact, the
earliest known memorial pillar from Nagarjunakonda is that of the first
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king Vasishthiputra Chawmtamila, who founded the Ikshvaku line of
monarchs. Curiously, the lastknown chhaya-stambha belongs to a queen
but it has been raised within the precinct of a Buddhi tery. The
memorial belongs to Sri Vammabhatd, the mother of the last known
Tkshvaku king Rudrapurushadatta.

The third category belongs to senipatis and mahdtalavaras, ard
these are located mostly outside the citadel, primarily towards its eastern
side.

Memorials have been erected also in honour of the dead soldiers and
their chiefs, such examples coming from Site 113, located towards the
north-eastern side of the citadel.

These chhaya-siambhas bear not only inscriptions but also bas-
reliefs, both being associated with some military or other exploits of the
person. Here we may describe a few important examples, though the
number of intact specimens is not more than two.

Fortunately, the earliest example is an intact limestone column
coming from an area close to Stupa 9. It is tetragonal in section with a
rounded top, rising to a height about 12 feet. In itslowest part is engrav-
ed an inscription, in thirteen lines, preceded by five panels arranged one
above the other. The uppermost one displays an edifice in threo vertical
planes, denoting either a palace or the idea of vira-svarga. Below this has
been delineated a scene from the palace, an oft-repeated theme in the
plastic \tradition of Nagarjunakonda. It shows a corpulent male figure,
evidently a monarch, seated on a throne in the ardha-paryasika pose. On
his either side stands a lady, perbaps his queen. Two other women stand
behind them, one of them holding a fly-whisk. In the thitd panel figures
the same person as the centril character, surrounded by ladies,
three of them, perhaps musicians, being seated on the floor; another lady
to his left is in the dancing posture. Below this palace scene is portrayed
the same royal figure mounting on an elephant; a man seated bchind him
on the elephant holds the parasol over the monarch’s head. Four march-
ing attendants surround the.elephant. The fifth scene is the most interest-
ing as the same central figure, indeed a corpulent person, stands bare-
headed, in front of a heap of coins, arranged almost like a pyramid. Here
he is dressed in & simple manner, though wearing sundles, and holds a
staff, the r@ja-danda, in his lefs hand. A man behind him holds the parasol
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over the king’s head. On his right is the priest holding a vessel in
both the hands. Five other figures have been depicted like monks or
ascetics. Undeniably this scene represents the distribution of gifts during
the performance of some Hiranyakoti sacrifice. It is well-known that
Vasishthiputra Chaimtamila performed Hiranyakoti, go 3ata sahasra,
A dha, Vajapeya, Agnisht and other sacrifices (dgith[o]ma-vdjapey

a dha-yajisa hirana-k[o]ti-go-satasahasa-hala-satasahasa-padayisa).

Below these panels portraying the life-sketch of the king runs the
inseription, rather the epitaph which is important in many respects. The
memorial pillar was raised during the early yoars of the rule of Mathari-
putra Virapurushadatta, the son and successor of Vasishthiputra Charta-
miila, but the chhdya-stambha was raised by the ladies, who were Charta-
mila’s sisters, mothers and his queens. ~All the names of the ladies have
the honorific §ri, while there are two names, Sarasika and Kusumalata,
without the §ri. They have been described in the inscriptions as abkatarika
(Sanskrit abhyantarika), which may mean an intimate female friend or
concubine.

The memorial pillar raised in honour of Vammabhata, the queen-
mother, was raised in the 1l1th regnal year of Rudrapurushdatta. i
Vammabhata is 2 Saka princess and she is dressed almost like a foreign
lady, accompanied by two female attendants.* She holds a mirror in one
of her hands. This chkayd-stambha has only one panel, below which runs
an inscription, in nine lines, the later part of which runs as follows: rafio

Vasithiputlase Ikhakunam siri- Rudapurisadat matuya hadevi
dhituya Ba[ha] phala say sirt Vammabhata; nvachharam ekkaram
101 vasd pakhatn path 1 di n ath n 8 saga-gatdya chhaya-
khasb[ho). :

Yet another pillar representing the memorial of the royal personage,
prince Eli Ehuvuladasa, a step-brother of the ruling king Ehuvula Chamta-
mila, came from the vicinity of a pillared hall, Site 61. It is a fragmen-
tary pillar in which only one panel is now extant. The scene depicts a
princely person seated in the ardha-parayarika pose surrounded by four
ladies. To his left is a dancing figure, while to his right is a lady playing
on vii@. Two other ladies are seated at two corners with outstretched
legs. The inscription below it is dated in the 13th regnal year of Ehuvula
Chamtamila. The last four lines of this seven-lined epigraph reads
as follows: [Ma]dhari-putasa Ikhakuna[in] sa(si)ri-VirapUrusadatasa
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mahisija(ya) Mahavalabhikaya Yakhilinikaya putasa mahdsenapatisa kum-
(@)rasa Eli-Ehav(%) ladasamnakasa chhaya-tha[i]bh[o] thapito.

There are about a dozen memorial pillars raised in honour of senapatis
and mahatalavaras. Of all such memorials the one installed in honour of
the Kulahaka chief Charmtapula occupied the most prominent position by
virtue of its location just outside the eastern gate of the citadel. The
relief on this pillar depicts an elephant with a rider. Three epithets are
applied to his name and these are amita-janasa dapa-damana, khatmdha-
varina okhamdhaka and olabaku-hathi-gahaka. The expression hathi-
gahaka (Sanskrit: Aasti-grahaka) may mean one who seizes the elephant,
evidently of the enemies. Apart from elephants, the horse and chariot
are sometimes depicted on the chhdya-stambhas. For instance, one of the
memorial pillars shows a rider on a prancing horse. Originally, this must
have been a beautifully-carved pillar with at least four panels, although it
bears a single-lined inscription mahasenipati mahatalavara Mayabhala (?).
But for the threo small lotus medallions, the topmost panel is lost. The
next relief dopicts a corpulent figurs with a dancing woman to his left.
There is no trace of the next pancl; the last one, however, depicts the
rider on the prancing horse, followed by an attendant. In front of the
horse is also shown a human figure. An interesting relief on a frag-
mentry chhayd-stambha shows ornamental chariot, in which a square-
faced man, with tight head-gear, is shown looking through the opening.
A seated lion is shown in the front left of the chariot. Perhaps it is a
hunting scene, and the figure may be that of a Saka.

At Site 133 had been discovered about five memorial pillars
in honour of the dead soldiers and their chiefs. Sometimes a single
memoritl pillar was raised for a number of dead soldiers. These fragmen-
tary pillars are not only inscribed but also carved with various battle-
scenes. One such pillar portrays a horseman approaching a fortress,
guarded by three cavaliers with drawn swords. Another pillar at the
same site depicts four warriors with sword or spear and shield in their
hands. The inscriptions on these pillars provide at least three leaders of
the soldiers: Rataputn, prince Karadarn, and Haraka. The last-men-
tioned person has been referred to as a Rathika (Rashtrika) or governor
of a Rashtra: the other two leaders seom to be only sendpatis. Signifi-
cantly, all of them hail from a placo called Magalarana, the location of
which is not known. But all these certainly indicate that a battle was
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\!mght near about the Ikshvaku citadel and the memorials were raised
ubsequently in honour of the dead soldiers and their leaders.

It is thus evident that chhaya-stambhas have been raised not only
or kings, queens, generals or soldiers but also for religious teachers and
amous artisans. And these memorials date from about A.p. 250 to A.D.
125, and hence, by and large, may be dated anterior to the hero-stones
llsoovered in Tamilnadu and Karnataka. Itis to be seen whether this

of ing chhaya-sthambha was prevalent in the Tamil country
luring the early eent.urmq of the Christian era.
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AGAMAS ON MEMORIAL STONES

R. Nacaswamy

It is well known that the erection of religious edifices, making of
images, and their consecration, the daily and periodical rites and festivals
and the philosophy behind them are dealt with in the group of works
called agamas or Tantras. Agamas also speak of the erection of memorials
to the dead and its worship.

A full chapter is dedicated to the erection and sites of memorials to
the dead in Rauravagama (Rauravagama-Part II. Edited by N. R. BaaTT
Institute Francaise Indology-Pondichery 1972 P. 35-46). It is called
Kshetralinga Pratishta. Mr. N.R. BHATT has added very useful information,
by listing other agamas where this subject is dealt with. The Kamika,
Karana, Kirana, Cintya, Dipta, Makuta, Matangaparamesvara, Yogaja,
Suprebheda and Sukshma agamas deal with memorials. In some texts it
is called Sumadhilinga sthapana.

The purpose of erecting memorials is twofold namely for confer-
ing benefits to the builder and to relieve the cycle of births and deaths to
the desd (Raurava, 30-31). The memorials can be erected within a
temple or outside it. It can be erected on the banks of rivers, lakes,
tanks, coastal regions, in the midst of forests, on the foot hills or in ceme-
tries if it is to be an independent one. Kamika divides such memorials as
independent (svapradhana) or dependent (Paranga) (Kamika 11-66).

If it is to be erected as a secondary or dependent one it should be
installed in a temple, either in the central ambulatory or in the outer
sala (Raurava 30, 8-10). Various quarters are also prescribed for different
desired effects.

The memorial can be either in the form of a linga or in the form of a
figure sculpture. If it is a linga it may face either eastern or western direc-
tion, but if it is a figure sculpture it should face south. A temple of the



variety of Sarvakimaprada or Jayada may be erected for the memoria
For erecting normal temples it is necessary to build a small miniatur
temple to perform the rites before erecting the muin temple. Sue
miniature temples are called balalayas. But for erecting memorial temple
no balalaya should be constructed.

The text prescribes the selection of stone, carving of the image
placing under water for a particular period (called nirppuduttal in Tamil an
Jaladhivasa in Sanskrit) followed by resting it on grains for a particula
period (Sayanadhivasa) which are to be done as for installation of othe
deities. The laying of base-stone and special gems (ratnavyasa) are t
be followed by the installatory rites. Final fire offerings and consecrator
rite called kumbhabhisheka must be performed.

Trom the above it is seen that from the selection of stone to consec
ration, almost all rites prescribed for other deities are to be gone throug
for memorial structures. The consecration of Kannaki as described i
Silappadhikaram corresponds to these texts.

We have a few instances conforming to this Agamic preseription tha
needs our attention. In the 8th regnal year of Kampaviarman a certai
Rajaditya erected a memorial to his diseased father, where he was laid t;
rest. The inscription reads “in the place where his father was laid to rest
Rajaditya erected an Isvaralaya and Afitagrha (E. I VII, p. 122 123) It i
evident that the temple was erected in smasana, in the cemetry. In th
temple itself there were two parts one the main temple dedicated to Siv
and the Atitagrha probably a temple bearing a figure sculpture of the deac
enshrined as a secondary temple. This is a very striking example of sucl
memorial temples, mentioned in epigraph. (see also page 8 of this book)
A number of Pallipadai temples mentioned both in Chola and Pandy:
records are memorial temples. The images of the Bhaktas. including tha
of the Saivaite Nayanmars and Vaishnavaite Alwars installed in temple.
and worshipped is probably after this tradition. A number of lingas to b
seen in the enclosures of the temples, like the great temple of Tunjore
were probably the edifices installed in memory of those who were onc
intimately connected with the temple.
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LIST OF DEPARTMENTAL PUBLICATIONS
ENGLISH SERIES

Publi- Dis-
.No. Name of the Publication ’ Author Pages Price cation_count
N Perct.
1. Kailasanatha Temple R. Nagaswamy 28 0-75 4 10
2. Mamallapuram N. S. Ramaswamy 46  0-50 5 10
3. Namakkal Caves Dr. Vidyadehejia 62 1-50 6 10
4. The Seven Pagodas William Chamber 16 1-00 7 10
5. A Backround to Restoration of
monuments G. R. H. Wright 24 1-50 8 -
6. Gangaikondacholapuram
(Art Edition) R. Nagaswamy 96 5-00 11 25
6b  Gangaikondacholapuram
(Popular Edition) R. Nagaswamy 9  1-50 11 25
7. Damilica Vol. I 1970 R. Nagaswamy 240 25-00 13 25

8. A Bibliography on Indian Megaliths ~ K.S.Ramachandran 200 12-50 15 25

9. Tamil Brahmi Inscriptions I. Mahadevan 20 100 14 25
0. Thirumalai Naicker Mahal (A Guide) R. Nagaswamy 12 0-25 18 10
1. Sri Thyagaraja Temple S. Ponnuswamy 134  7-80 18 25
2. The Art of Tamilnadu R. Nagaswamy 144 25.00 25 25
3. Kaveripoompattinam R. Nagaswamy 12 0.25 27 10
4. Damilica Vol. IT Part IIT 1973 R. Nagaswamy 140 18-50 29 25
5. South Indian Megaliths Asko Parpola 74  8-50 32 25

8. Political Geography of the
Chola Country Y. Subbarayalu 236 10-00 30 26

7. The Kampharesvara Temple at
Tribhuvanam H. Sarkar 78 12.00 25



