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The Government of Tamilnadu, under a special scheme of
‘publication of unpublished Tamil Manuscripts have come forward
‘to undertake the printing and publishing of all the available
unpublished Tamil Manuscripts in the State. Necessary funds
towards the publication have been provided for the purpose. It
is estimated that several hundred unpublished Tamil manuscripts
dealing with native medicines, mathematics, music, fine arts, and
litérary compositions of various nature, are lying unpublished in
different Manuscripts Libraries of this State and also in other
parts of the country. Various Manuscript Libraries in the State,
have been approached to make available their unpublished texts
for publication. The authorities of these Manuscripts Libraries
have come forward with interest and enthusiasm to afford
necessary facilities for the same. Eminent Tamil Scholars,
well-versed in the art of editing have been requested to take up
the work of editing. Under the scheme the texts will be critically
edited with suitable foot-notes and brief introductory analysis
both in English and Tamil for the benefit of researchers and
scholars. The selection of manuscripts, copying and editing
have been entrusted to the Tamilnadu State Department of
Archaeology.



So far the texts of 75 manuscripts have been copied and a
number of them edited and are made available in printed
form in this series. I am thankful to all the institutions
and scholars who have come forward to join the Government
in this venture, It is only a beginning and I do hope
that all the available texts will be in the hands of scholars,
educational institutions and public Libraries, so that the contri-
bution of the Tamils through the centuries in different fields will
be available for the 'proper understanding and comprehension of”
the Tamil Language, Literature and Culture. -

e
1

C. ARANGANAYAGAM
: 27-12-80.



INTRODUCTION

The work ““Thiruvenkatanathan Vandu Vidu Dudu” js
on a chieftain Thiruvenkatanatha of Thiruk:Kurugur (now
called Alwar Thirunagari), in south Pandi Nadu. He
seems to be a Vellala by caste and a great follower of
Ramanuja’s Visishtadvaita system. He was deeply devoted
to Nammalvar and Ramanuja, and was greatly attached to
the Vaishnava Mutt of Vanamamalai. He used to offer
worship daily to Lord Vishnu (Achyta) Thiruvenkata-
nathan was a great scholar and was called on ‘Astavadhani’.

The chieftain was the son of Durai Subramanya, and
had two brothers Minakshinatha and Swaminatha. One
Sankaranarayana was the brother of Thiruvenkatanatha’s
elder brother. Sankaranirayana’s sons Duraimalai Pillai,
Deivanayaka and Peria Thiruvadivibegan are mentioned as
his cousins. His uncles Sankaranarayana, Taiyalbagan
Subramanyan and Srinivasan are also mentioned. Besides,
Sankaramurthi, Vaikuntanatha, -and his brothers-in-law
are also mentioned in this text.

In addition to this D@du, there is also a ‘Pillai Tamil’
work on this patron. A few stray verses on this Patron
are also available which give some biographical notes on his
work. He is said to have made and gifted a garuda vahana
to the Thiru-Kurugur temple. A verse giving this in-
formation, states that the Garuda Vahana was conseated
in the Kollam year 965 (1790 A. D.) Thus the date of this
chieftain is well attested.

The name of the author of this work is not known. The
original manuscript a solitary manuscript was collected by
the great Tamil savant Dr. U. V. Swaminatha Iyer and is



now preserved in the U.V. Swaminatha Iyer Library, Thiru-
vanmiyur. (R. N. 1754)

Tadu is a specidl-type of literary composition. the anti-
quity of which goes back to the Sangam age. Tolkappiyar
the grammarian, calls this type of literary compositions as.
“Vayil’*. (PorulKarpiyal-52) One of the. Purananuru
verses (67) refers to a bird being sent as.a messenger. to.the
Chola ruler Ko:-Perumchola by the poet Pisirandaiyar. -
Later devotional literature has many_such  compositions;
making use of various birds like Swan, Narai, Bee, etc. as.
messengers, The work generally describes the love lorn '
condition of either the hero. or the heroine, who sends. a
‘messenger to communicate hlS or “her plight. The present
workis - an example of the 18th century ‘messenger. poems ,
in Tamll - : :
y, : - . : .
At the end of the work: a few stray verses sung on the
patron are.also- included. ' ‘

The ‘work has been ably edlted by Thlru M. Shanmugam
Pillai, anacknowledged authority in the field. I am thankful’
to him for having critically edited this text. I -am-thankful’
tosthe Director, of the Dr. U. V. Swaminatha Iyer Library;'
Thiruvanmiyur, for very kmdly making avallable th]S text.
for pubhcatmn

R. Nagaswamy
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